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THE QUEEN. 



MADAM, 

TH E following Work was composed 
with a view to assist young minds in 
the acquisition of Religious Knowledge, 
by removing the difficulties which prevent 
their obtaining an early acquaintance with the 
Holy Scriptures, I presume to hope 
that my design will excuse me, both to Your 
Majesty and the world, for the boldness of 
the undertaking, and the defects in the per- 
formance qf it. 

The public will not wonder, that I should 
be particularly solicitous to obtain the honour 
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PR E FA C,E. 

THE opposite customs which have, of late years, 
prevailed in many schools and families, of either 
suffering the Scriptures to be read by children in a pro- 
miscuous manner, or totally neglected, may be justly 
regarded as principal causes of the profaneness and li- 
bertinism of the age ; for (as an excellent author ob- 
serves*} " as soon as we lay aside the Sacred Writ- 
ings, which are the only infallible guide of faith and 
practice, we must of necessity go wrong.— Our all-wise 
Creator would not have given them to us, if He had 
not known that we had need of their assistance ;" there- 
fore, it is presumptuous to suppose we can educate youth 
properly without them ; and it may justly be considered 
as an irreverent act, to make' use of God's Holy Word 
with no farther end in view than the improvement of 
pupils in the art of reading. 

Since it has pleased God of His infinite compassion 
to Bless us with a book whose Divine contents are va- 
riously adapted to all ages and conditions of mankind ; 
it is certainly the indispensable, duty of parents and 
teachers to draw the attention of children to it as soon 
as possible. — Every part of early instruction ought to 
be held in subordination to the study of Religion.—' 
To excite in the minds of young children a desire of 
being made acquainted with the Scriptures ought 
doubtless to be our first care, instead of making classical 
learning and accomplishments the only objects, as is 
tbo frequently the case ; and as they advance in years, 
our next endeavour should be to instruct youth how to 

* Sec preface to Oblrrvald's Arguments. 
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form their judgment* and settle their opinion* by th* 
Oracles of Divine Wisdom. The neglecting to do 
so is a capital and fatal error. It would be a very pro- 
per and pleasing exercise to young students, were they 
taught to examine the sentiments of such heathen 
authors as are usually put into their hands bytfce/rr- 
ieM.tf the ^sx/i</ v -— To compare the doctrines, of our 
Saviour and His Apostles with the systems of the 




istory, are worthy 
—*£q understand wn at it has please^ the Ai mighty 
CiovtRJJioR. to reveal concerning the wonderful dis* 



wards of piety an'3 nghtecfasness held, put by. Chria- 
tianity, when contrasted with the imperfect notion^ 
entertained on these important subjects- .by (he most en- 
lightened among th^ heathen. , , f f . 

Were a method or this kind" pursued, I aracondfi 
£nt it ' would be attended with the most < beneficial 

p * . « . > .# ^ • \ * * * - - * v 4 

effects j youth would «hot be liable, a» jthey now. are; to. 
imbipe' tieatKen j*r/»^ter-— their passions' would be kept 
ia due subjection— *their conduct would .most like^Iy re- 
flect honour on their ^instructors, and be productive of 
lasting J hapj6ine8S to themselves, and all with whom, 
they are connected — -They would be. .armed against the , 
dangerous allurements or tms world, and sojfcitousr to» 
them8elvea For a better. *. 



It must however be acknowledged, that these porW 
poses cannot be effectually answered merely by potting 
the Bible into' the hands. X)f young persons, withouff 
giving them proper directions for the perusal of it.:—* 
Great care is required in selecting for them. subparts 
oi tne Sacred Writings as are suited to the progressive 

improvement 
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improvement of youth; and it was, my. experience, of 
the inconveniences attending, an injiscsimmate^use ,of 
the Scriptures* * when, educating my own; children^ 
that first suggested to. me the } design, of collecting to* 
gether the historical partis, and writing an- easy com- 
ment on them. In executing thjs plan I found,, that 
without having recourse, tfr the. prepfietic writing* my 
work, would be very imperfect,, a* the Prophet* Uty.-ij* 
many instances, the only fftstoriepsf and, I /prtun3tply 
met^th a hint in the preface to pr« Gregpry. Sharpe'» 
second argument in defence of . Chrtstiamfy^ which , wajt 
very serviceable in 'pointing out the method, whjqh is 
here .adopted, of transposing chapters and, ^erses ? in 
prder $# make the fdttorjta] anji fir9phdical r \>oc^,^x* 
.plain each frther by the mere forge of (*r^ ; aa4,;«rt- 
flexion*' ; 1 -: •■ , ■_, /, ■■ .^ * ) jo . s .,« 

-A complete* arrar>geraenfi of the S^r^t^r.^ ip r .^tua 
Way is not practicable, beefwe. th^ftiifre* inj>»whieh 
aorn^of tfee &*crsd Ga4CfcES t :weiiew«ttWvcafliibli'lie 
, exactly ascertained 2 /.neither wiU ifc,Jfc* posiiWe^p-i un- 
derstand others, till the consummation of all thing* 
•hall have brought to pass the events, to which they 
will then be found to relate : however, it must, in the 
mean time, be very satisfactory, and a great confirma- 
tion of the truth of the inspired writings, to observe 
the completion of such numerous predictions, as an at* 
tentive mind will easily perceive, even in the circunv* y 
scribed limits of the following volumes. 

There appears to me one very materia] inducement 
for a more particular attention to the Prophecies than 
it is usual for the generality of Christians to give ; 
which is, that they alone unfold the councils of Divine 
wisdom in respect to Nations: and. explain for what 
causes God inflicts national judgments, and on what 

conditions. 
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conditions He averts them — particulars which it is the 
concern of every individual to know* 

There is great reason to lament that the Old Tes- 
tament* in general* is frequently neglected, even by 
many Christians* as an obsolete Book, ^The numerous 
allusions of our Saviour and His Apostles, to different 
passages in it* furnish a sufficient argument for recom- 
mending the study of that invaluable repository of Di- 
vine truths* and St. Paul expressly says, that the events 
recorded there were written for the example of those 
who should live under the last dispensation. . 

The New Testament in some respects is certainly 
that part of Scripture with which .Christians are prin- 
cipally concerned ; but this cannot be understood 
without the Old Testament. The first three chap- 
ters of Genesis contain the basis of all revealed refi- 
gion : ; and it is only by a frequent reference from one 
part of Scripture to another that the great plan if 
Divine goodness in the creation, government, and re- 
demption of mankind can be traced. 
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SECTION I. : : 

OF TH* Hfc*EATIO». 

* "Jfysp OsaatV CSfagft. i»ii t 

Jn the beginning Gop created the hc&ven and die earth/ 

And the earth was withdut form* arid Void, anil dark* 
tiess was upon the face of the deep :. a%d die Spirit of 
God moved upon the fece of the : waters. ' 

And God said, Let there be light, and there waa 
light. ' And Goo saw the 1 light that it was good: and 
God divided the light from the darkness* 

And God called the light day, and the darkness/he 
called night $ and the evening and the morning "Were 
the first day. 

And God said. Let there be a firmament in the midst 
of the waters, and let it divide the waters from the 
waters. 

And God made the firmament, and divided the 
waters which were under the firmament from the waters- 
Which were above the firmament, and it was so. 

And God called the firmament heavens and the* 
evening and the morning were the second day. " 

And God said, Let' the waters' under die heaven be 
gathered together unto one place, and let the <|ry land 
appear : and it was so . 

And '-God called the dry land earth, and the gathering 
together of' the waters called He seas : and God saw 
that it waft good.' "' J : < ' : . ' 

And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the 

herb yieSduig seed after -liis 4und; anil the fruit tree 

yielding' fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself 

upon the earth ; and it was so. 

"Vol. I. B And 



And the earth brought forth grass and herb yielding 
•eed after his kind, and. the fruit tree yielding fruity 
whose seed was in itself, after his kind, and God saw 

♦ that it was good. \ 

- And the evening *p£L th*. wttnmg' were die third 

_ And <JfoD tfU&.I^t tfeer^ ,t* liglit*. io t tl*e firmament 
^ && kwfP* t° djwfc tb*. 4*y &Qm tjie. night ; and 
let them be for $f$h, : q$ ^Wsopfc srod for djtys^ 

; 4ndikH them, be. fp*. lijfrt* in^the fym^ment of the, 
heaven, to give ligj^ugp, P|tl£ ea/th, ; and it was^ sp. 

J&& Qpn, m ¥fc twOrgceafc lights,; tfc' greater light 
t&rqje the, 4a$, the leaser, "ij^ty to rufe the. ^njight ; Jfc 
made the stars also. 

AR^Qoq set them, in. the^ firmament of tfo^h^ajen, 
awWftiigh* upqn the,eap* : : 

And to rule over the day and over the nighty ajjd, 
Utdhftit, the ligjbt from, the darkness,: an^Oop. saw 

And 4he : evening and tjie- moaning were thfc &*$*& 

And God s^id* 1^ th* water* briqg* fprjth afcun^ 

4Ht.majl:%j above : the^e&k in, % one* fijem^me^t ojf 
heaven. 

AftA G» create*}, gre^ ^Jiajqs, and. every- lit ing 
tjmtui* thatt TOQWt.h,, whisk the. wafers, brought fprtk 
abundantly after their kind, and evei^.wjuge4 fojtf, 
rttr his kind ; and.Gofcsaw that it wasgopd. 

And Gan blessed t^em, spying,. Be fwtfnj, W& 

* flnhiply, and fill the, wa^HLin^ the teas^agfl lej, fowl 
multiply in die earth. 

And 
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And tl* evening faad dbe? aincnthg «m>*he fifth d%* 
. And Gob said* 4dt the eart^famgbfi^vtittL Irving! < 
cmtort' after Wa kn<& cateknaad ci^mgltafftg^afed 
beaat of the earth after hisVfatnd . and tt-wv* Ml .\ .. ; : .!, . 

And God made the beaat «f tfas»*s«tsJ aaW hi* hMk 
and entile .after their kind, .and «yer$f siting; ithaJb cnfcp- 
eth upon the. earth afar hi* kja4i< anA/Goa **>**• A*** 
it was good. . . x " •< .. ,< -.; , ,«,;,.« : • /. 

These a*e. tbrgweiJatioaiB i irf 5 th*[ h$»teits aW «f fthtft 
earth, when they were createdji •**%**< day that thfc 
Lokd God: made.tbe «n*b bed the heaveni . 

And every plaflt. of ; tfce; field t*6*e i* .war ift *•* 
earth 9 and every herb of the field before it grew ; . frffl 
the Lord. £$d bac} not tana*} it tfrftain u^d&rAhe 
earthy and there* was not a man tq qll^gtonncU , : . ; 

But there went up a nwet iron* the e*r& an4 watered 
the whole, face of the ground. -; . - ,,- ;; ,...-, ,7.., * 

And God said, Let us rnakefjmaa in* oar .imager aft*<t 
our likeness : an+ let tfeem havedoafrinioa over tha? fish 
of the sea, and over the fowl of the auy and over { . the> 
cattle, and over all .the earth, and over etve^y thing; 
that creepeth upon the earth.. \ .:,■>■.;':■■> 

And the Lo&d God- formed nan out of the dust^of 
tfcegronnd^and breathed into; : hia nostrils tb& breath .p£ 
lift; and man became a r living souL : -.< ;! . ;; ; i7 

And the Lord God said. It is not good that the man 
should be- alone : I will- inafce him an- hejp meet/for 

him. i .-.•:.. tv*'\i 1 

And out of the ground the Lord ; God< formed- ©Fiery 
beast of the field, and every fowl of the air, and brought 
themdiftbJ AdaAvto see what he would calltnVm : and 
wtats*vfcr.:Adani tailed every living crmorej that 
waa^enaaw {hereof, 

,, And AsfangStettaixMs to all dattle^-add to* the ft*rl 
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ofthe air* and to every beaae of the field: bat for Adam 
there was not found ab help meet for him* 

And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to. fall upon 
Adam, and he slept : and he took one of his ribs, and 
closed up the flesh instead thereof. 

And the rib, which the Lord God had taken from 
man* made he a woman, and brought hereunto the fnan. 
. And Adam said, this is now bone of my bones* and 
fifesh of my flesh 5 bhe shall be called Woman* oeeause 
she was taken out of man* 

Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, 
attfc shall cleave unto his wife ; and they shall be one 
fifth, i 

Add God blessed them! and God said unto them, 
be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and 
subdue it ; and have dominion over the fish of the sea, 
and over the fowl of the air, and over every hying thing 
that mbveth upon the earth; 

• And God said, Behold I have given voir every herb 
bearing seed, which is upon the face of all the earth, 
and every tree in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding 
seed ; to you it shall be for meat. 

And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of 
the air, and to every thing that creepeth upon the earth 
wherein there is life, I have given every green herb for 
meat ; and it was so. ; 

And God saw every thing that he had made, and, 
behold, it was very good. And the evening and -the 
morning were the sixth day. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 
This Section is taken from the very beginning of The 
Bible, and is part of the Book called GenetU % which 
ontaiBf'rthe Sacred History of 2367 years: it was 

written- 
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written by Motet, who was inspired by the ^plySpieit 
to give a relation of things which God in His infinite ; 
wisdom saw fit to reveal to mankind, and which never 
could have been known to them had they not been 
revealed from heaven, for they .were, brought to pass 
before mankind were created. 

We are here taught that there is one Go i> the Creator 
of Heaven an4 Earth •, that the world we live in had 
a beginning 4 that the Almighty, withiminite wisdom, 
formed the plan of creation, and brought into existence, 
by his Word, the earth, with all its appendages and 
inhabitants* in a space of time amounting to six of what 
we. call natural days. Each day's work is particularly 
described, by which we learn the progress of creation* 
and are. Jed to Deflect upon thf various apd, wonderful 
works of 6pj>. 

. We find that the first act of creation, relating, to 
this worlo*, was, to bring out of nothing, a tfao#, or 
mqss without form, and void of every thing whfch 9PHT 
renders the earth a beautiful and convenient, ai>ode, tgfi 
that this, unformed world was wrapt up in darkness.: 
yet we may conclude from what follows, than in its 
first state, this world contained the principles of metals, 
minerals, salts, vegetable substances, and all .the terres- 
trial elements, which were intended to produce- and renew 
whatever might be necessary for its future inhabitant! ; 
^together with the rudiment* of animal bodies, and M 
short all that is comprehended under the general name 
of original matter 9 one single particle of whicj;, as philo- 
sophers demonstrate, *an never be destroyed but by the 
Creator himself, * though all may undergo various 
modifications to the end of time* As a chaos the 

. • 'I 

♦ See the History <rf the Heavens by the Abb k de la Plucbe, vol.ii. 
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world was riot habitable, but God by another astonish- 
ing -aefc of 'almighty power, divtJetf the fight from the 8arf- 

'fStiII-4he world was not fit for the reception of the 
K^g cfeattttet, which Goo designed should dwelt lift 
it, so He divided the Waters which surrounded it, and 
g&neda part of* theiri to ascend and gather into clouds, 
that (hey might be itt readiness to fail occasionally id 
rain, «now, and hail,' to water and refresh the earth: 
beneath tmVbody of waters' God placed a firmament of 
kifr", that the- living creatures when made' might have 
#pro^r^ment to breaBxe in. 

;■ <^ve*s^«k<f ; with the waters ' whfch /remained below 
^'firmament,' thf! *arth was unfit for the growth and 
&arisfcment eftreesand plimttf: The .Citfe at or, there- 
fore, collected the water together into a vast hollow, 
whfeh'hc! prepared to receive' it, and sd^rhled'&Ve ocean $ 
tfee-Wthly -parades ^t'the same w^re consolidated 
ititt i^&i^&d Speared, as is Supposed, under' the 
SsMerent fenrts 4f jpltfkis and 'mdtmtains, htHs, tfales,' and 
*a*k^ : ' Between wtiicfi "the water" 'flowed ' from the 
'ocean, and became seay ; metaffic and* mineral sub- 
stances, ixA all that consti&te the interior parts of the 
'earth} were now, as we hiay conceive, arranged in dif- 
ferent strata- with perfect order, while the -various plants 
tw&etti the same time fashioning beneath m the earth, 
% kht most wonderful mavher, and dispersed m soils 
tftifcedto their 'respective natures. Grass df -various 
-Rifled then sprung up, aid overspread the surface of . 
-the ground with its delightful verdure ; innumerable 
'ffeintd, furnished with leaves ; and lowers, appeared 
among it, trees of every kind, clothed with leaves and 
blossoms, some bearing the most delicious fruits, adorned 
tfre earth> all hearing in themselves the seeds of future 

fees 
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trees and pkAs, feat Ho speW*Tft%ht '«e ta* Tfc dfc 
end of the w^fa,'artdbrrfig4^ :wirfi tteni'petfetys d* 
$rtt of aTHh>mset!t e^IdWt^^lo*^ hijftto tfceir 
.fcrves. ft fe wbrtfiyfcf ol*ervs£o* : ^ttoe -'<p©wev df 
God produced these *snce&s?ve wottd^te 'before tfee 
options *of akiire were 'regulate*- ' Th* €^eBor 
waftei ni* --«» ^dft^W^e^^a^'lWM/afldaftf- 
Wawhtf 't*# creatSm ;-e^ry^'lM^i*nt' was made 
3t o^c*, £eWe<* in fft ftt^befbre' Irfcrfew; Wi it wfc 
Ae-wSl of ttie :j A«rfl^fty t *atf , tfie : 8nh ! should 'be to- 
rtruraent^te'trie ft^^dwfc iifrrti $rt^flfefion of 'tfte 
vegetable d trroea j : ^noVthtt ibis 'brtghf lumhiaty,' tdgfc- 
ther with the moon, shtontf ; ser>e : to> ^distongufrh day 
Sh'd ttslKr "^ifMtAs^ "HMiftndH^-^VmMtaifib/* riid'wfnfer, W 
divMe' 7^>, ttl'SMty **ftodA : *ttcBetd J ti, imtt nfontfe 
"And gears'/ 'Ttfr ^' Wse ' ^rjwse>, tttfeiided' 1 V all £r&- 
tfability to r< tthef revolving planets' belonging to the 
solar system, <^)D, ^either at thu Httie trttxttd the tin 
Of ' clearing^ ^trr >ttin<ysphere, directed fts' Invigorating 
"tap, for the first tittle, to this i earth Fy globe", and tatfcBd 
Wmo&h and start t& appear In tile firtttoflient. ' " ^ 
v - Hating completed die fbrrarrtitra bf the Tfea*Wn, the 
earth, and the waters, and prepared food of various 
1rihds,'Goi> next called into being the ohitoot tYtdho*. 
The waters above and below the firmament, which 
were respectively impregnated with the aerial and Wa- 
tery tribes, at the cdmmand of the "Cr&tbr, instancy 
sent forth different fcirids of living Creatures, fo*i>& tf 
ihe air* intii jukes bf the sea; id astonishing variety and 
abundance ! ^ f ( ' ' 

After die "bit and bateri had produced their inbafc- 

tants, the earth *y the Almighty WoM> brod^kt 

forth the different lands of terrestrial Creatures: sUl 

'these were, like the 1 fishes of the sea, and fowtt of the 
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air, endued with animal; fife ; ( aod die- Criator be- 
stowed upon, each species various instincts and facul- 
ties, ! to enable then* to provide for themselves* and 
their future offipring, ancl *°o render (hem subservient 
to the use or pleasure ofjmankind. 

But among 'all the inhabitants of , the Earth*, there 
.Was not one capable of. admiring it% ^on4erful con r 
struotion, or of kaqwing^the C**atoh, ; ; not one fit to 
be at the head of fhe Preatioa> to bear dominion or 
rule over the , rest ; therefore Goo made, Man a Being 
greatly- superior to everj other .order of creatures, in the 
world,Jbr be, was in the Imqgf.of ( Go*/,, he. bore sonje? 
fcipt. resemblance $o h^Mftjter.'-, rr , f . rr; ,j> ». ; .. ' ♦ 
. It is true that, like the. other Urine; creatures in the 
^worldf Man hac) an eartify natur* ; .but fie had also a 
spiritual nature, a reasonable tout, endued with a princi- 
ple of immortal life, by the immediate . inspiration of 
, G<>©* : which accordingly bore the divine Image. 

Man Was created with faculties for society and con* 

venation, but with the animals he could not converse, 

• * « - . . 

because they possessed neither reason nor speech. This 
was known, to the Creator, but not to Adam; every 
living thing therefore was led by a divine impulse to 

'pass in review before their appointed Governor; and 
be was permitted to give names to them, which privi- 
lege still belongs to mankind. We here find that the 

. first Man was named Adam ; this name was given to 
kim by the Creator, it signifies Mam. 

Instead of creating out of the dust of the earth, the 
human being who was to be the companion of Adam, 
|nd |0 partake with him the blessings of creation and 
yroyidence, God formed her of. one of Adam's ribs, 

I qnd Adam justly considered her as another sclf> and un- 

, ^erttood that it was bis d(uty to Jove her with constancy 

of 
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of afiection. The name WomaK, winch Adam gav* 
his Wile, shews, by its affinity* to hjs own name, tbatf 
he acknowledged her to be of the same nature "witif 
himself; and though it is not expressly mentioned, we 
may be certain that Goo breathed into the Woman at) 
well as the Man the breath ofiife;.*nd she also became <l 
living Stuff or she could not have been made in Mr 
Image of Gov. • 

The. blessing which God bestowed upon the human' 
pair, after he had created them, was like that before 
pronounced on the inferior creatures, but with this ad- 
dition, that they wen* to replenish the earth and subdue 
it t and /« have dominion over the fowls of the air, &c. 
which signttied that they had the privilege of cultivat- 
ing the earth, and employing its productions for the 
Tarious purposes of human life. At the same time man- 
kind were instructed to regard all these gifts and pri* 
vileges as bestowed bythe Supreme Governor, GOD, 
who himself allotted to man the food that was to sus- 
tain < his life, which included all kinds of grain and 
fruits ; and God made a particular grant of all that we 
call herbage, for the maintenance of the lower crea- 
tures J so that Ma h"-* could not withhold food from the 
cattle of, the .field, nor even from the meanest reptile, 
without manifest injustice. By this wise ordina ion, 
the dominion of Mam over the other creatures, though 
it set him greatly above them, kept him in due subor- 
dination to the Supreme Governor. / * ,s * ' - 

All the works of creation . when viewed by the Crb a- 
TOR/were pronounced good ;by which may be under- 
stood, that they weve perfect in their kind 8, so as to re- 
quire no < alto ration or improvement ; and it is remarked 
by those who have made the .works of nature their 
particular study, that amidst the endless variety ; of the 
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itfltfaUe: rind animal kiada, such analogy tubttata M 
plflfoly- f»b«wi. tfwy hid ati one Makir, the aU-wiae 
fioMtWhndloiiefiiditljdfoai ail eternity. Of thit> in* 
twpJteifefttliUe Being w* cam know no more than He 
ties, fa to repeal (tirui; bat God hat been graciously 
pjt^ufi ia reveal many wdttderfol circumatancee con* 
WC«u?fc fc»: natoft and attribute*, and the laws by 
which he governs the ui.i verse. In respect to hit Di- 
WHI JfcWf, Got> H« plainly revealed in Scripture that 
i$.inc}u<ks Three persons, the Fathur, the So*, and 
tfje^p^Y GjiQW, and that theae three are omb Gob 5 
tlfatr tbef ^t^b*. it wvui&fe, (bat the Son it the exprm 
Image, of the Fa^hsr, through whom the Father, re** 
cei^ea ^ homage of Mankind, Nothing hut DfciTY 
can shew forjb : D*vty, a Being of aft inferior nature 
ca^i^pt.bethe txfirtu image of a superior one.; cunte* 
qu^ntjy whoever seer the Son, soet God* for there, ia 
a*; nature in him but Godhbad* Mankind indeed 
we*e seated in the itrtagtapd /iieneu t/Goo*. they bore 
\# j&ejr.spiritua}; nature a feint resemblance of tbetc 
Creator ; but the Son of God, called in this lesson 
0}e 4*oajptGoD f is that Cheatob. The Holy Ghost 
ia.the fipL^^PiRiT of God, of whose operation* we 
arf particularly informed in the New Testament; we 
r^adof Him iit the very beginning of the Bible, where 
we axe told that the $*ikit of God. mined ufim the face 
ef tfr wafers ; and it was by the same Holy Stibit 
that Man became a Ivoiitg aotrf. 

How wonderful kit to think of a self-existing- and 
ttenoal Being, to wise and powerful at to be able to 
dctiga the Works of Creation, and call into exjsteoce 
out of nothing the mater iais of \qfeich this Earth and all 
things belonging to it are composed ; and of arranging 
%m in suclji perfect order at to form a complete World, 

hijjf.-. furnished 
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•ftrnfshed With itoumerable kkds trf infeafapfattat, 
dmpty supplied wkh all tilings for she production 
maintenance of a continued and multiplied 
of animate and inanimate creatures ! Yet 4hts WswM, 
admirable as it muaL appear to every considerate nM» 
is but a small part of that universe which fitom the 
discoveries of 'astronomers -we hare reason to beltetfte 
consists of innumerabL sans, With their revolting pia> 
nets, aB created by the same Almighty Being ! Who 
that reflects but a moment' upon the infinite power 
and" wisdom which - were requisite to perform these 
astonishing works, can forbeir to adore* with the most 
profound veneration, the great Author of them I 

Why the Creator , who could have brtught all things 
into existence instantaneously, chose to emplojr six daye 
in creating his world, we are not told, but it is not tin* 
probable he did so, that attendant Angels r might view 
them distinctly, and hate new causes N for adoration } 
and that Mankind in mture ages, when they f heard the 
history of creation, might be led to consider with par- 
ticular attention the numberless benefits resulting to 
them from the various works of God, and glorify his 
hoty name from day to day. A -Wo* l» brought to 
perfection in a titotnenti w6uld have been an object too 
great for die conteioplatfoii even of the highest intel* 
fectual powers, add infinitely beyond thtf, hashed .tfapa* 
city of the human mind, 

g Let us imagine ou^selve^ am*ng fhtf ipeistatart.afthe 
wcraderftHcerie exm&ted i& the gradual prbductiorr of 
Our earthly Globe; and its appendages, H*w grand and 
sublime H«as the firtt object of terrestrial ottfaMo, the 
stupendous chaos! How astonishing ih# effect of the* 
Cr t a Toil's commartd, * Let there he tight.*" How 
wonderful the division of the waters, and the consolidating 
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tftAe*mfy fur ticks/ How delightful the sight of Tmee 
^ Plants riiingrromth^ earth, and unfolding to view, 
io the course of a few hours, all the varieties of vegetable 
fceauty ! accompanied fay innumerable kinds of insects* 
expanding as rapidly to their most perfect state! How 
astonishingly magnificent, . even to celestial beings, the 
first sight of the sun, 'heightening with his . resplendent 
beams all* the charms of nature in one hemisphere . of 
the globe $ and the m on amidst the stars, shedding her 
mild reflected light on the other, and giving peculiar 
graces to every, visible object ! How truly interesting 
must it have been to witness the production of living 
creatureaj Jo behold, the seas swarming with innumer- 
able fishes, both great and small ; and the same watery 
element producing abundantly fowls and birds of all the 
different kinds which naturalists described 1 To observe 
*he feathered tribes taking their winged flight in the 
aerial region, or perching among the branches ; and. to 
hear them ftom every leafy shrub pour forth their sweet 
mejpdious warblings! To see the huge elephant the 
mightylioo, and all the beasts of the forest, rise from 
• theiix parent iearth, *and mingle with the cattle of the 
field, and the- reptile tribes ! But what must have been 
the wonder and delight of Angels at beholding the last 
great work, the formation of Man, a creature designed 
by Almighty Goodness to be their future asspciate, an 
inhabitant of heaven! Well might the sons of God, 
those benevolent Spirits who surround his throne, shout 
With joy, when the foundation of the earth was laid*! 
What then should be the sentiments of the human race* 
for whose use and pleasure these wonders were created i 
Ought they who are constant partakers of innumerable 
earthly blessings, who are endued with faculties by meant 

♦ Job xxxviil 7. 
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of which they can understand from . whole goodness they 
«U proceed} ought, X say, these favoured' cieaiurej, who 
alone ar^c^abje of koowiftg their Creator, to alight 
His inestimable gifts, or misapply them to, purposes 
directly contrary to the intention of the. Almighty in 
.bestowing them? Nothing. can be more ungrateful than 
to pass over the .Works of Goo without consideration. 
To study thejo is a^qng the highest gratifications the 
human mind can enjoy, provided this study is conducted 
upon religious .principles. The Book of Nature is open 
to all, " On every Leaf Creatok God is written." Let 
us thetf daily employ some of those intervals of leisure 
which all may command, * in examining those objects 
which fall under our t immediate observation, and. .we 
shall find cause to say, with the inspired Psalmist, from 
the conviction of our own minds, «* OJLokd, how ma 
nifold are thy works > in wisdom hast thou made them all* 
the Earth is full of thy Riches*!" Let us also reflect with 
gratitude upon the wonderful condescension of the Al- 
mighty Creator, in imparting to Man a portion of 
his own Spirit, to ipake him immortal, and render him 
a fit candidate for heavenly bliss, and let us endeavour, 
by all the means in our power, to preserve. the divine 
Image in our souls, that we may he found in the Like- 
ness of God. 

It is reasonable to conclude, that at the, first creation 
all was disposed for harmony and peace ;. impressed with 
the Image of the Deity, the souls of mankind were 
adorned with every mental perfection, and inclined by 
the Hquv Spirit to obey their Maker and shew benevo* 
lence to all the creatures over which they had dominion ; 
the inferior creatures were individually impressed with 
an instinctive submission to the wUl of man>, and with 
peaceable dispositions towards each other : so that Man 

* Psalm civ. 24.. 
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might without danger caret* <thft tyger>«nd. fa'woV, *r 
takeihe serpent to his bosom; ahd the limb whfidtot 
icjar lie dowi with the lion. Man had then no pri- 
vilege to make sanguinary repasts upon the bodies of die 
animal tribes; Neither were the animals at liberty to 
prey upon each other. What a delightful place must tbfe 
earth have been at that time* Wjrfr might the Crea- 
tor when .he viewed his- collective Works pronounce 
them good ! .Even now, that ,evH has such predominant 
influence, the world, as far as it respects the works of 
nature and Providence, is indisputably good; and much 
happiness may be enjoyed in it : the great privilege of 
dominion still continues with the human race, and gives 
them decided advantages over - creatines vastly superior 
to themselves in strength. Mankind still continue' to 
replenish and subdue the earth, whilst the beasts of the 
fbrest» and cattle of the field, still submit to his hand : 
ought not mankind then to observe the rules of justice 
towards-the brute creation, by giving to all, under their 
immediate command, food in due season, and kind and 
merciful ' treatment ? O let us never exercise cruelty 
upon the smallest creature that is within bur power: 
but ever remember, that every thing which breathes is 
the object of divine benevolence ; that they who would 
receive mercy from God, are expected to practise it to- 
wards all that- have life ; and that the truly merciful man 
will be merciful to his least. 



SECTION II, 

*F THE INSTITUTION oF THE SABBATH, AtH> dOD*S 

fihst. covenant with mankind. 
From Genesis, Chap. ii. 
Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and 
all the host of them. 

And 
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And on Aef seventh day G#D ; ended Us work which 
he had made j and he rented on me seventh day from 
all his work which he had made. 

And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it * 
because that in it he had tested from all his work wfekfc 
God created and made. 

And .the Lord God planted a garden eastward in 
Eden ; and there he put the man whom he had formed ■ 

And out of the ground made the Lord Cod to grow 
every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good for 
food : the Tree of Life also in the midst of the 1 garden, 
and the Tree of Knowledge of good and evil. 
_ And a river went out of Eden to water the garden 3 
and from thence it was parted, and became into four 



The name of the first is Pison : that h it which com- 
passeih the whole land of Havilah,' where there is gold, 
• And the gold of tbat land wgood: there is .bdellium 
and the onyx- stone. 

And the name of the second river U Gihon : the same 
is it that* compaaseth the whole land of Ethiopia* 

And the name of the third river b Hiddekel : that 
is it wbkh goeth toward the east of Assyria. And 
the fourth river u Euphrates. 

And the Lord God took the man, and put him into 
.the garden of Eden, to dress it, and to keep it. 

And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, 
Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat : 

But of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, thou 
shalt not eat of it : for in the day that thou eaten' 
thereof -thou shalt surely die. 
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ANNOTATIONSrAWD REFLECTIONS. 

Id the first chapter of Genesis, God U revealed to uj 
in his divine image as the creator and giver of all 
things | in this lesson we are taught to know God as 
die Supreme Governor of the world, over which he 
had given man subordinate dominion. 

It appears from other parts of Scripture *, that be- 
fore the world was created God had prepared a king- 
dom in heaven, for the reception of such of the Iranian 
race as should after a proper trial* upon earth attain unto 
righteousness.' That mankind might enjoy in some 
degree, during, their state of probation, a foretaste of 
heavenly bliss, God blessed the seventh day, and sancti- 
fied it f or made it holy, by setting it apart as his own 
day. The day which the Lord saw fit thus to- bless 
and sanctify, was that on which he rested* or left off 
creating the things belonging to this world, the <hry on 
which he viewed his own wonderful works* and pro- 
nounced them good. 

As a further blessing to the first pair, the Lord God 
prepared a Paradise for them ; a delightful abode 
which -was a lively type or figure of heaven; for in it 
grew the Tree of Life, and there they behe'd the 
glorious Image of God Under vvhat form the Lord 
God, appeared to the first pair we are not told ; but we 
may reasonably suppose, he shone, forth in divine glory,- 
not in awful majesty, as he afterwards appeared upon 
Mount Sinai, but with mild refulgence, as the Prophets 
describe him in their visions f , eminently distinguished 
from the highest of created Beings. 

The exact situation of Paradise cannot now be known*; 
but, from the account we have of the rivers which flow- 

• Matthew xxv. 34. 
^ f See Ezekiel, i. 26, 27. Chap. viii. 2, 3. Dan. vii. 9. 
Also the visions of St. John, in the Apocalypse, • ' 
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ed from the garden of Eden* » was in the eastern pan 

of the world. .* .. . 

That the first pair might have no fears of being de- 
prived of the blessings of Paradise, or erroneously sup- 
posethattbey had a natural right to main them, the 
Lord God graciously entered into a Covenant by whiob 
*e asserte<4,his own right as Suprsmb Governor, a«4 
named the conditions on which the busings of Para T 
dise should be continued to mankind ;. and these were 
«he conditions of the covenant.— The Lord God gave 
mankind permission to enjoy freely all the blessings or 
Paradise, and promised tp continue, their lives as long 
as they should keep>ir part of the ^ovenant; and 
the Lord God commanded Dtonkind not p- <*t of _ tfje 
free of KmwMp, which . grew by , the T r * */ Lfo 
and subjected them to the. penalty of t Death, in case 
theyWe this Commandment. . The Tret of-Life*** 
the outward and visible sign of Goo't first Covenant 
with mankind, in their state of innocence * . and the 
Tree of Knowledge was the test of man's obedience u* 

der this covenant. . f . * 

The first Covenant certainly had a reference to a 
future state ; without it the utmost mankind could 
possibly have done, would have been to continue inno? 
cent, or free from sin, fiut they could not have become 
righteous through Faith and Obedience: and witnout 
righteousness* they could not have been admitted into 
the kingdom of heaven. 

The Lord God by sanctifying the Seventh Day has 
made it the duty of mankind ta keep it >oly to the 
end of the world; but we do not. find that the Sabbatic 
Law was included in the first covenant; while mankind 
ftere innocent, no Commandment " was necessary to 
enforce a remembrance of their Creator, for none but 
♦• - * sinners 
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sinners would forget the' LoreV'who made 'tfieVnV'^d 
profane his • Sabbath. The Lord God kneW ; 'tfiat it 
was not good for mankind to be Idle ;«' he" therefbrb al- 
lotted them work for the 'six^days of the weekl j k : ' 

The instfwtton of Ae SAbath was the'nrst spSritttel 
Massing best6wed upon the htiman raci' ; oothttrg cotffei 
id" effectually promote the happiness of manWnd, evgh 
in a stat^ t>f iiraoceW, as th'e'cbfttem^latioA of ftife 
works of God 5 nothfng bould ; -so r p'ro|>eAy prepatfe 
them for that heaVetrty bliss fof Syhich 'they were 
created, as holding comitraSfon with ,H ^he?r Creator; 
offering up tb Go'i> their pious* adoratibh* and receiving 
from* <Jod 'ftiostf a^suYanceP n bf' ifivWe : \appifebati6ti, 




the saine way they- weW bestead W 'the ^egkittipg % 
the >worfd. x fat o D l\gatiori to -ki^tfe/fe^iA- hoty, 
can never "Be- annulled as' long' as the 1 world endures'; 
for as all mankind in successive J generations ' partake fcf 
lie biasings' ot Creation, they J ' ate ill 'fcoiind to femeta- 
ber their Creator j and how can the^" testify this re- 
jneihbrance ' so 'properly^ as by keeping noly thai day 
which ne set apart as his own ? It is the height of folly 
"as well as presumption to slight and profane the Sab- 
bath, and we cannot do so without offending God, 
and relinquishing the highest pleasures we are capable 
of enjoying on this side Heaven. * Let us then keep tha^t 
divine commandment, which makes a part of the reli- 
gion of christians ; Let Us remember the Salbqtti £) ay, 
and keep, it Holy* v 

Though mankind by means of that Reason with 
"which their Creator had endued them were capable 
of comprehending , when once revealed to them, many 
things relating to the nature and attributes of God, 

they 
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fthey we*s :oot able by *h*ir own natural powtts 4* 
Jtiprvor them: .they might have Itaovm iitdeeePffclttk 
the works of the creation that there must fee a Got) ; 
and wish die rudiments of every good principle « their 
minds, they would undoubtedly have fek a desire to 
please their Maker, whose &w£<? they bore, *nd from 
ffrhose bounty they received sueh TOattofbld ; bfesaings ; 
tot they coaid wt by n&rthkitg fittd tmt Gdo^, tor 
vete they left to form tbei* own cortjecturesV DMrk 
Bxvclatio* anticipated all fruitless inquiries, for before 
man could say, Where It God my Maker ? the Lord 
43o&4Baasfesttd fbitfc«be glory of theEt ern*l FartfE*, 
art convinced te taBiah Ate, by means of their oiti- 
ftrard sense* of thetarissence of a Ood ! Thts was 'the 
bo&aimg if Dimim Rrtklatk*. ' ' ? ■ ''■*•' 
( -ll Whta : the Dgrey was 0floe"r4veajed > rb them, 'itisrfi- 
tfa$ 9 in aImwv -stantf; of umiodnc* 'an4T perfection, could 
Jmt bat dmt* to please Gtio 5 '»tt*ded by theif Creatdr 
j&t !fsii«Qtal.UttiH they ,waukl /naturally' wish'ftir ever- 
lasting : Mtr hf their ^wn -aatwal {x>wer% they coattl 
j$$ifher- tarei the one, nar be assured' of the" ^other. But 
4ifftt*' relation was awarded to instruct them in the 
1*AW «* God, to iafarm them that they were by na- 
ture mortal, and' to intimate to them, that in order to 
have evedaating life, they must not merely continue inmv- 
cmh .fat -become righteous* 

l^ot only m respect to spiritual things was divine re- 
velation necessary to mankind : without it the first hu- 
man pair wotdd not have known how to 'select food, or 
choose a habitation for themselves; but before they 
could well^feel the appetites . of, hunger and thirst, be- 
fore they could well form a wish to enjoy in perfection 
the comforts and conveniences of the world, they were 

* Job a. 7. 

put 
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put in possession of the Garden of Eden, in which was 
collected together, by divine bounty, all that was plea- 
sant to the eye and good for food* 

Without divine revelation mankind could not have 
known that the animals were in subjection to them; 
but before they could feel any fear- or dread, of crea- 
tures to all appearance more powerful than themselves* 
the Lq^dGco said unto them, Have dominion oner -th* 
fish o(the sea f and fowls of the air, and over every firing 
thing* not excepting the huge elephant and the mighty 
leviathan! 

Divine revelation has b^en continued to ail genera- 
tiona of, mankind from the t beginning of 4he world ;. 
without it they would have wandered in darkness and 
error, and never could have known the will of God 
and their owgkdutyj neither could they have* had well- 
grounded hopes o€ everlasting life' and happiness. The 
methods: employed by the Deity in communicating di- 
vine truths, have been various, and adapted to the : dif- 
ferent conditions of, mankind ^nder different dispensa- 
tions *♦ At present Christians enjoy the benefit of di- 
vine revelation in the Holy Scriptures. Let us then 
most thankfully avail ourselves of this inestimable bene- 
fit ; let ub read the Scriptures with reverence, as the 
Word of God, and be ever ready to improve, with 
diligence, all that the goodness of God has made known 
to us ; remembering that we can neither call inges- 
tion the truth of Goo's word, nor wilfully act in op- 
position to it, without risking our eternal salvation* 

* Heb. i. !. 
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ON XHE FALt OF MAltf, . . ,, : , - , 

H f*V<w» Gencsky Chap. iii. 

Nov* the serpent was more subtle than any beast of 
the field which the Loud Gob had made : and he said 
unto the woman, Yea, hath God said ye shall not eat 
of every tree in the garden ? 

And the woman said unto the serpent, we may eat 
of die fruit of the trees b the garden/ 
• But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of 
the garden, God hath said, ye shall not eat of it, neither 
shall ye touch it, lest ye die. 

And the serpent said unto the woman, ye shall not 
surely die. , 

For Goo doth know, that in the day ye eat thereof, 
then your eyes shall be opened t and ye shall be as Gods, 
knowing good and evil. 

And when the woman saw that the tree was good 
for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a 
tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the 
fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also to her husband 
with her, and he did eat ; 

And the eyes of them both were opened, and they 
knew that they, were naked s and they sewed fig leaves 
together and made themselves aprons. 

And they heard the voice of the Lord God walking 
in die garden, in the cool of the day : and Adam and 
his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lor d 
God, amongst the trees of the garden. 

And the Lord God called unto Adam, and said unto 
him, Where art thou ? • 

And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I 
was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself. 

And 
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And fate said, Wno told thee thatthoU watt naked? 
Hast thou eaten of the tree whereof I commanded thee 
Aat thou shouldest not' eat ? 

And the man said* The woman wbcta thou gavest to 
be with me, she gave me of the tree* and I did eat. 

And the Lord God laid unto the woman* What; 
is this that thou hast done? And the woman, said, The 
Serpent beguiled me, and 1 did eat. 

And, the. Loup Goo said, unto the Serpent, Because 
thou hast done this, thou art curjed above all catde, and- 
above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt .thou 
go* and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life; 

And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, 
qqd between thy seed and ner seed : it shall bruise thy 
head, and thou shalt bruise hi£ heel. 

And unto the woman he said,., I will.; greatly multiply 
thy sorrow and thy conception: in isoxoow shalt iho& 
bring forth children ; and thy desire shall be. to thy 
husband, and he shall rale over thee. 

And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened 
unto the voice of thy wife, 'and hast eaten of the.trep, 
of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt. not, ^eat 
of it, cursed is the ground for thy sake ; v in sorrow shalt 
thou eat of it all the days of thy life. , 

Thorns also, and thistles shall it bring forth to th^e* 
and thou shalt eat the herb of the field* 

In; the sweat of thy. lace shalt thou, ea* bread, .till 
thou return unto the ground* for out of ii thou was* 
taken | for dust. thou, art, and unto dust tfeau. sfesifr re4 

turn. . .-v ; 

And Adam, called hia wife's name Eve, 'because she 
was the mother of all living. ,< 

Unto. Adam also and to his wife did AelrORoOoiJ 
makecoat^ofsk^Of^aftdckitbed th«ro • , 

And 



Aodtfce Im& G*? satf*, JfcfepJ^ thp, rofnis. be r 
om& *A<H* of us,, to. jMWigopd, aj^4 eyjk and now 
lesAhflfift forthj feis jband, and take afco,- of the tree; o£ 
life, and eat, and live for ever z -.'■■* ,- X 

Tbfcrefixe the Lq& 9 ,Gqi}> sept him forth from the 
gajritwof fidejtt.to till the grouod, iron whence he was 

So^te dgoro oj& the map* an/d he . placed in the gar- 
dee *£ Ed$fc qi^rufcjms, . and a Jamjpg sword* which, 
m^ned^ve^y way^ to. keejj.the: w.ay fr of the tree of life. 

.; .A^QTATIQNS^. aim* REFLECTIONS, ' . 

Wlien God entered into covenant with mankind, Rfifi 
and *&i/A wl were 'set before them ;' it depended upoa- 
themselves whether they would Kve'ftr ever, of become 
sttfcjecf to ti&jfr : : a"s long as 'they sfcbnloV refrain front 
eating of the forbidden fruit, they- would, according 1 tm 
t£e divine tfovenant, be entitled to live and' remain in 
Paradise, for so long' 'they would" be innocent or free 
from}//* /but Innocence alone would not entitle- diem t6 
a farther reward.. In, order to tibiam keavenk/ bihs and 
immortal fife, it was requisite that they should become 
r^/^a/,' which '.they could only do by testifying then* 
l?atth and Obedience, when tempted to disbelieve the 
Word op God, and disobey His. Commandments*. 

. Mtankind are not the only intellectual beings among 
God's preatures ; there .are above them many orders of 
angels, the * original ( inhabitants of heaved ; and we 
learn from. Scripture, that some of these superior intef* 
figences kept not their first estate, but rebelled against 
God and provoked him to cast them out from Heaven, 
and condemn ' them to eternal banishment from his 
glprious presence. These are denominated falkn an* 
£eU,z&d devils; and weave told in Soriptmre that theif 

number 
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number if very considerable. The chief of the folk* 
angels is called, by way of eminence, The Devil, ami 
he is distinguished by the name of Satan, which sfg*' 
mftes an adversary or accuser, " 

The particular" crime for which the fallen angels 
were cast out of Heaven, is not expressly mentioned ; 
but from some texts of Scripture, we are led to suppose/ 
that Satan set himself against the Lord God, and re 
fused to' pay homage to him ; and that the other re- 
bellious spirits united under him as their head. Satah . 
thus became the declared enemy of God, and his ad- 
herents followed his wicked example. It pleased God 
that the final punishment pf the devil and his angels 
should be deferred till, the end of this world ; in the 
mean time they were left at liberty; to temfti mankind*, 
who, without temptation, could not , have had an op- 
portunity of testifying their Faith and Obedience ; and 
God had ordained that* unless they did so, they should, 
not be admitted into heaven, where an eternal reward 
was provided for the righteous only. The Devil, en- 
vious of the happiness of the first human pair, and de : 
siroua of establishing a kingdom for himself^in^opjpbsi-. 
tion to f that prepared for die righteous, re8olvea"tb l tr^r 
if he could not tempt them to break Gop's command* 
ment. . Whether mankind knew that there were such 
beings as the devil and his angels, we are not told ; 
but they certainly were endued with reason, and their 
Will -was le£t perfectly free, either , to ofcey God's cbm- 
mafl^roept, or to 'break it $ and they knew the.bondi- 

"• ' * " r . V" '' ' -^ V '■'- -i+,4 '-'4' ,- J' »l" CLLt'ii 

ttons of the covenant to be," Oiey. and'HvcS 1 or " Emi 
and&e", ." ^ .'*' '"' : " ^ ". — * ! — * >"■$ 
,• kafan ,-Jiafj^not the. power to force mankind to sin, 
and : he knew, that if he attacked ttiem openly, he 
thoulpl .j-aipe suspicion ■; so. he resolved to .proceed fjy 
\. ■'.". *: ". cunning 
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ettnntng and artifice. The - Serpent apprtrtd to him'* 
proper instrument for his diabolical purpose, ott ac- 
count of its • Wonderful cunning, or sagacity ; and by a- 
poVer which, as a spirit, the devil possessed; he entered 
irrto the body of this reptile, and addressed himself to 
the woman, ar the- roost Kkely of the two ro be deceiv- 
ed. Without -! doubt the woman was, greatly surprised i 
when she. heard' the Serpent address her itts a way, she* 
had reason to think', peculiar to the human kind, and" 
to fead he tow' acquainted with God's ' covenant with 
man ; and she gave too ready attention to* his seduc- 
ing words! The discourse of the Serpent was' designed 
to tempt the woman to-disbebeve die word* of Gdp, to r 
desire what God had forbidden, and to disobey his'? 
commandments 'For every reasonable desire that man- 
kind could with innocence indulge, God had graciously 
provided ; and as much knowledge as was conducive to 
their happiness, God bestowed by means of dmrie re J 
<Matibn$ surely dten it was their duty to be contented 
with the condition, of Human nature, ^hich Was the' 
most honourable of any in this 'world* To wish : tb eafi 
of what God had expressly fdtlidden, was an unldwfui 
appetite ; to wish to be as Gods, or even as 'Angels, 
was an unlawful desire, neither of which they could 
gratify without cbirmiitting Sin. Reason was bestowed 
upon the human race, to regulate their appetites and 
desires ; and had they made proper use of their reason, 
the first pair would not have committed Sin. When 
the Ma* eat of the fruit of the Tree of Knowledge, he 
broke the Covenant made with him as the head of 
the human race, he corrupted htmtarr nature, so that 
ks goddtfess w^s lost ; and he forfeited not for himself 
only but for all thafr should proceed from him all the 
ttessirtgs of Paradise, together with everlasting* -life, 
* Vol. I. C ansj 
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aid a title to a heavenly inheritance. The Woman 
was in the transgression and justly partook of the pu- - 
nishment. .When they had eaten of . the forbidden 
fmit the eyes of the first pair were Indeed optnedy as the 
Devil promised them, b*t the effects of their disobe- 
dience were very different from the. expectations raised 
by the Serpent^ all the knowledge they had gained was, 
that they were naked > or, in other words, that they had 
forfeited the Divine protection, and incurred the just 
anger of their maker. The minds of both were now 
filled with the most dreadful apprehensions, and, to 
avoid the vengeance of an offended Go d, they endea- 
voured (but in vain), to hide themselves from His all- 
seeing eye; . -<: 

;The case'' of the wretched :pair was now quite hopeless, 
t all the blessings of Paradise were forfeited, and even life: 
itself ; they could make no amends to the Creator and 
Governor of the world. for spoiling his perfect work,, 
and defacing his Divine Image in their souls ; they had 
no reason to. expect God would freely forgive the breach 
of his. commandment ; neither had they a friend to 
whom they could apply to intercede for them, — but 
Death, everlasting Death appeared their certain 
portion ; nor could they tell how soon the fatal stroke 
would fall upon them. Such was the miserable condition 
©f the first pair when they fell from innocence, and became 
sinners. But the all merciful Creator, who foresaw, 
their fall even before they were created, had provided for. 
their Salvation ; a Redeemer was ordained for them ere 
they came into existence, and a New Covenant prepa- 
red, suited to the condition of sinners, a Covenant of 
Grace, under which Repentance- m& Faith were to be 
accepted in the room of perfect obedience* 
Into this Covenant God of his infinite goodness calif 

ed 
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«4 the offenders, even while they were trembling for 
feaf of his anger ; but before the Lord intimated to 
them the purposes of divine grace : he gave both Adam 
aad Eve the ■ opportunity of acknowledging that they 
had broken his commandment. After this confession 
the Lord God pronounced sentence upon all the trans- 
gressors ; first on the Serpent, as the most atrocious of- 
fender ; next on Eve, as the first transgressor : and last 
of all on Adam, who, as the first human creature, was ' 
the head of his kind from whence all the rest were to 
proceed. 

The former part of God's sentence upon the Serpent 
related to the kind of creature which Satan had made 
use of as Ms instrument. By degrading the Serpent 
from its original state in the creation, and makingit an 
emblem of infernal spite and malice, the Lord God in 
fact punished the Devil himself ; for the serpent, not 
being possessed of reason, could not be' sensible of the 
alteration it had undergone, and might be as happy 
crawling in^ the dust as in a higher condition ; but this ' 
alteration reflected perpetual disgrace and ignominy 
upon the Devil. The latter part of the. sentence on the 
serpent related entirely to Satan, and signified that the 
Redeemer of mankind, who at God's appointed time was 
to be born of a woman, should put an end to the power 
of the DeviL ' 

As for the woman, she was sentenced to bring forth 
children in sorrow, which implied, that an increase of tfce 
human race would be the cause of pain and anxiety to 
her ; she was also to be in subjection to her husband, as i 
a punishment for acting in so material a point without hi m ; 
ted taking advantage of his tenderness, to draw him into 
■sin. 

While Man continued innocent the earth had yiehJed 

C2 
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him spontaneous nourishment* prepared by the provi- 
dence of God. The ground was now cursed for his 
fake, the blessing of God was<:ut off from it, that Man 
might be obliged to labour hard for his subsistence, and 
instead of the delicious fruits of Paradise, he was con- 
demned to eat Ihe herb of the field. 

But that the human race might still be distinguished 
from the brutes, over whom dominion was given them, 
it pleased God to suggest to their reason means of rea- 
<tering the fruits of the field more palatable and whole* 
some to their nature, by making some of them into 
bread*. • 

The first pair certainly became subject to everlasting 
death* both of body and sou), from the moment they eat 
the forbidden fruit; but the Almighty graciously re- 
solved to save mankind from everlasting death* and con- 
demned them only to the death of the body ; the earthy 
pari was to return to the dust, but no sentence of con- 
demnation was passed r upon the spiritual part of nuut r 
the Soul; a dreadful alteration- indeed had- taken place 
in it, the Image of God was defaced, but that was the*, 
work of men through the instigation of the Devil, it 
was the work of divine' Grace 'to. renew the soul unto 
holiness through the satisfaction of a Re dee m-e a? aod 
by the sanctification of the Holy Spirit. 

Mankind were now taken into a new Cover&nty, a 
Covenant of Grace, under which their Mediator? the (Seed 
of the woman; was to perform yhat divine justice res 
quired for the sins of mankind* which itf - fully explained 
in the New Testament. 

• 

* ' ' Every good gift and every perfect gift (says St* Jamcs)is from 
above, and comcth down from the Fathfr of licbt. ,) It is no. 
improbable conjecture, tlierefore,that the thought of making, corn 
into bread was originally suggested by Divine inspiration'. * 

From 
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From what we ourselves experience of the condition 
of humanity, since mankind learnt to know evil as weH 
as goody we may be certain, that everlasting life, under 
such circumstances, would be a misfortune, instead of a 
blessing. 

It is supposed that, before the Fall of man, beasts had 
multiplied; and that God, in consideration of the pe- 
nitence of mankind, delayed the execution of the pe- 
.iralty of death} and commanded Adam to kill some,, 
and offer them in sacrifice, as an acknowledgement that 
fee and his wife were deserving of death, and only re- 
spited for a tune by Goo's mercy, And it is probable, 
that God clothed Adam and Ere with the skins of these 
beasts, to shew them in a -figurative way, that as clothes 
covered their bodies, so sacrifices, offered according to. 
"God's own appointment, would, in some tense, -cover 
and protect them from the punishment which their sift 
iiad deserved*. 

Of the manner in which these sacrifices were offer- 
ed, we may form an idea from the account given by 
'Moses, of the Jewish sacrifices, which were in fact* 
renewal of them* 

The .expulsion of mankind from Paradise was at- 
tended with great solemnity. The Lord God banish- 
ed them himself from the T?ee of Lift -, and placed some 
of the heavenly host as guards to prevent their future 
approach to. it, All we know of the nature of the 
Cherubim is from the prophetic writingsf. 

From the history of the Fall of our first Parents, we 
learn the great danger of. indulging unlawful appetite** 
and desires- This should make us careful not to desire 
any thing merely because it appears pleasant to our yet, 

* Dr. Watts's View of Scripture History, « " 

t'^ce&tft. i.«5.-etseq, 

C3 or 
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*r good for food; and to consider first whether it be 
consistept with our duty to wish for it before we ia^ 
dulge ourselves with it. We may further learn from 
the Fall of the first human kind, to keep our desiref, 
$f«f knowledge* within due bounds ; and in respect to 
spiritual and divine things, to be contented with what 
it has pleased God to reveal; and we should likewise 
learn from their sad fate, to be satisfied with the con- 
dition of human nature. 

The Creator has made many different orders of 
beings, and placed them in different ranks, according 
to his good pleasure ; it Is therefore sinful to wish- to be 
any other kind of creature than we are ; and still more 
so, to be envious of the perfections of God himself. , 

Since the Devil suggested wickedness to our first pa*- 
rents, and the Scriptures inform us, that he is the pro* 
jessed enemy of mankind in general, we must endea- 
vour to guard our minds against his artful insinuations. 
.Whenever we find in our hearts any inclinations con- 
trary to our own duty, we should immediately have 
recourse to God by prayer, that he may- by his grace 
enable us to overcome the evil one, who will flee away 
t if thus resisted. 

. from the behaviour of our first parents, immediately 
.after they had disobeyed God's command, we see. that 
Sin .naturally leads to shame and fear; we may also 
perceive, that mere Human Reason cannot give to sin- 
ners any certain hope of pardon, much less of immor* 
tality; therefore instead of seeking to justify ourselves, 
: and claiming forgiveness, and eternal life, as our na- 
tural right, we should be ready to confess our sins, and 
rely on divine mercy for pardon, which God, after the 
fall, graciously promised to all mankind, as his own free 
gift, through the seed of the woman, who alone can bruise 

the SerpentVhead. 

The 
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The jtrjf Covenant was not renewed to mankind after 
the fall ;. all the descendants of Adam are heirs to the 
second only, and have not. by nature any right to die 
hope of life eternal. v This is the gift of Goo through 
the seed of the woman, our Lord Jesus Chiust. 

It does not become us to murmur and repine, that we 
have not the same privileges as Adam and Eve had at 
first 5. for in all probability we should have abused, them 
as they did. It is true, that the Tree of Life is opt 
within our reach- Death is entered into the World , 
and. every one that is born, must submit to it ; but im- 
mortal happiness is still attainable, and we may learn, 
the conditions of it from the Scriptures; let us there- 
y fope, with thankful hearts, acknowledge the Divine 
goodness to fallen man ; submit with patient resigna- 
tion to the natural evils of humanity, apd even. to death 
itself} since Goo has provided 3. remedy, which wi}l 
prevent our spiritual enemy from effecting our final de,« 
•truction,if we comply with the terms of salvation* 

SECTION IV. ••-"'' 

TH« DEATHOF ABEL 

From Genesis, Chap. ir. 

• * * • 

An d' Eve bare Cain* and said* I have gotten a man 
from the Lord. 

And ahe *gain bare his brother Abel, and Abel was 
a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the ground. { 

And is process of time it came- to pass, that Cain 
brought of the. fruit of the ground an offering unt^- 

the -Lou*- 

And Abel he also brought of the firstlings of his 
flock, and of the fat thereof ; and the Lord had re- . 
spect unto Abel, and to his offering, 

C * But 
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' ' fctrt unto Cain and hrt offering tie tad not respect ; 
and Cain was very wroth^ and his countenance fell. 

And &he Lord said unto Cain, Why art thou wroth* 

* and why is thy countenance fallen ? • 

If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted ? And 
"if thou doest not well, sin Heth at the ( door. And to> 
thee shall be his desire, *and thou shalt rule over him. 

And Cain talked with Abel his brother : and it came 
4© petes when they were in the field, that Caiu rose up 

* «gain st Abel his brother, and slew him* « 

And t$ie Lor©' said untfc Cain, %here fa ''Abel thy 

r • 

'brother? And he said, I -know not, am I my brother** 
-keeper? 

And he said, What hast thou done? The voice «f 
thy brother's blood crieth unto me from the ground. ' 

And now art thou cursed from the earth, which hath 
opened her mouth to receive thy brother's blood -from, 
•thyihand. '-■ ' ; '"' ' 

When thou tittest the ground, it-shaH not'heateferth 
yield unto thee her strength j a fugitive and a vagabond 
*halt thou be in the *earth. . • • ' 

And Cain sai4 jTnjo^tljfi^ORp^ ^fy punishment ii 
greater than I can-bear. 

ast driven me this day From the face of 
4he : eartfc ; aud from thy face «hall £Jb* :JriH y < v aad I ihall 
be a fugitive and a vagabond in the earth, -and it shall 
come* to pass, that every one that fiadech me shall slay 
me. ' 

f And the Lord said' unto him, Therefore every one 
\hat vslayeth Cain, vengeance shall be taken on hint 
sevenfold. And the Lord set a mark upon Cain, feat 
any finding him 6bciuld kill him. 

- And Cain went out from the presence of the Lo&p, 
and dwelt in the land of,Nod, on the east of £de&. 

And 
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And Gain's wile bare Enoch, and he builded a city 
<*ndkal!ed the name of the city after the <name of his 
•*9« Enoch. - 

And Adam lived an hundred and thirty years, and 
Adam's wife bare a son 1 , and she called his name Seth : 
'for Gob?, «said she, hath given me another *eed instead 
of^Abel whom Cain v slew. 

' A hd to Seth there was- also a son born, and, he called 
<bis name 'Enos ; then began men to call themselves by 
<the-naiQe of the *Lo rd*. - 

» • 

ANNOTATIONS a*d REFLECTIONS.^ 

I&tifts section we hare a convincing proof that the 
iDevil continued his temptations after the fall, and that 
ifaer artfully adapted theia to the circumstances of man- 
kind. Under the first covenant he tempted them to 
<eat df the Tree pf Kaowkdge; he afterwards tempted 
-them to depart from the Qndinan&es of, God % by, meads 
Af which they might attain, to the Righteousness that 
-cometh by Faith. He also tempted them \o the induf* 
-gence of every unlawful desire, and to the practice of 
jevery Jriad .of wi ckedness* ? 

Abel seems to have bcefltrf* an amiable, religious dis- 
'pdsition* Cain* on the. contrary, of a morose, unthankN 
ful temper. But the^ particular cause of his inveterate 
hatred to his brother was, that the Lord God had re- 
jected Jus, sacrifice, and accepted Abel's. There is rea- 
son to suppose (as. we observed before) that sacrifices 
-were appointed of God himself, because, before thfe 
fall, Man was not allowed to kill any thing for food^: 
.in Eden .he lived upon fruits, therefore it is not likely 
-that he would have thought *f appeasing the anger, of 
God, by killing an innocent creature : 'but, a* the jJ.l- 
♦ See the margin of the Bible. 

C5 MIGHTY 
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.mighty was pleased to reveal to Adam and Eve his 

jjracious purpose of sending a restorer of righteousness* k 
is likely that he instituted the rite of sacrificing ani- 
mals, as a representation of the great sacrifice to be 
made by Christ, and as a mean whereby mankind 
might express faith or belief in the promises of God * 
for these purposes (it is presumed) God commanded 
•them to offer unto Him some of the fruits of the earthy 
as an acknowledgment of their dependence on Him; 
and some of their flocks, as a sacrifice for sin; 'and, 
that as a mark of His acceptance, God sent fire from 
Heaven to consume the offering : thu* by accepting 
the innocent victim in their stead, God intimated that 
He would pardon their transgressions, for the sake of 
their Redeemer, if they testified their Repentance and 
Faith in the way he appointed. 

It is strongly implied in this section, that the Lob d 
God continued to manifest his Divine presence to man** 
kind, after the fall ; and, it is no improbable conjecture* 
that some peculiar spot was sane tilled by His appear- 
ance. Let us, then, suppose, that Cain and Abel re* 
paired to this holy ground*, and offered their sacrifices*. 
Cain's consisted only of some fruits of the earth ; from 
which we may infer, that he presumed to appear before 
God at a just person, wanting no repentance, but merely 
acknowledging God's goodaess and bounty. Abe!, 
conscious of his own imperfections, offered of the first- 
lings of his flock, as the sacrifice of atonement agreeably 
•to the divine institution, by which he testified his re- 
pentance and his fakh, in the promises and appoint- 
ments of God : this Faith rendered his Sacrifice ac- 
ceptable f ) the want of it occasioned Cain's to be re- 

« 

* See Bishop Sherlock en Prophecy. 
f Jieb, xu 4, 

jesttd. 
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jeered. That Cain might not plead ignorance^ it 
pleased the Lord to point out the omission, and to re- 
mind him, that he had not made the proper offering for 
sin ; but, instead of repairing his* fault, Cain went away 
in wrath; and though the Lord God had reproved 1 
him for his discontent and envy with the utmost mild- 
ness, Cain continued to indulge those baneful passions,- 
till they brought him to commit the horrid crime of 
fratricide ! In ail this we may perceive the worjc of 
the Devil, who suited his temptations to the circum- 
stances of mankind. 

So great was the pride of Cain; that he could not* 
bear a superior, even in the favour ofjGoD ; what then 1 
must have been his mortification to find himself the 1 
most abject of mankind ; banished to a distant land, far 
from that hallowed spot} which was then distinguished 
by the frequent appearance of the Lor d (Jod ; and 
destitute of that' faith, which is the' only sure foundation' 
of hope? Sensible, in part} of his wretched condition* 
Cain particularly lamented, that he was driven from- 
the face of the Lord ; and expressed the most dreadful 
apprehensions, that the hand of every one would bet 
ready, to cut him off; yet he disdained' (aa it seems) tot; 
conciliate the favour of God by offering the sacrifice; 
of atonement, nor did he express remorse for the wick*' 
ed action he bad committed; however, it pleased the 
Lord, not only to spare his life, but to threaten that .he- 
would punish whoever should take upon himself. to kilt 
Cain, because it would be presumption to alter the. sen-j 
tence of. God, who thought proper to prolong the ■ dayv 
of the. first who was guilty. of murder, in order (as we 
may suppose) to make, him a living example of the un- ; 
happiness which- follows the commission of this dread.; 
&1 crime j and. also tQ give. him time for repentance. > 

C6 As 
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As Abel ^s evidently in favour with Q&** we can* 
not suppose, tfeat he was abandoned to the rage of hi* 
brother a$, a jwm&neta ; on the contrary, we ,may re- 
gard his $ariy death, in reference to Providence, as a 
rpark of the Divine approbation ; and may reasonably 
conclude, tha$ as he testified a true faith, he was after 
<}eath received into a better world. 
: The Scripture is silent in respect to the sorrow o£ 
Adam and Eve pn this mournful occasion ; but, with- 
out dpubt, it must have been a great affliction to -them, 
to lose a beloved son by the unnatural, hand of his own* 
bro^hej; and to -have the offender condemned to drag 
on a wretched life, under tfie displeasure of God, and 
the contempt of mankind j and the sorrow of Adam 
was certainly greatly aggravated by the rejection, Jthafc 
he fed brought Death upon the human race. In re- 
spect to the mark that was set upon Cain, there *s nor 
qettainty ; . but some learned authors think, that the, 
\et*e which mentions it is not exactly translated, ami. 
that it jbould (be rendered., set a mark before Cain ; that 
if, wrought some miracle or aign, to assure him that he. 
should not be skin : however %t was, it will' answer no 
purpose to puzzle ourselves with such questions as these* 
Wfeioh -are merely matter of curiosity, as none of Cain'* 
posterity are now remaining in the world. 

Though none of the children of Adam and r £.ve are 
tteQtioned by -their naaies in the Bible, excepting Cain* 
Abel, and Seth, it is certain that they had,. Others before 
the murder of Abel, because we read of Cain^B wife* 
who must, have been the daughter of Adam And Eve. 
According to calculations that i^ave been made, it is 
probable, that, by the time Adam was 130 yean old* 
there might fee of his children, grandrxOuklien, jtpd 
peat grajrf-ofc2d*en, a great j»wnbtt'.>of people in tfc* 

world. 
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world*. -Set!? is particularly mentioned) because, -from 

him was to descend, in a regular succession, the Sayi* 

9 v k of mankind, the promised seed of the woman. 

At the epd of this section we read, thai after the 

fcirth of Enos, men began tt> call themselves by the name of" 

the JLom> ; from this expression, compared with the be* 

ginning of section viu we are led to think, that al 

fthose, who believed ia the Divine Promises solemnly 

devoted themselves to the service of the Lord, and ex- 
» 

pressed their Faith by offering the sacrifices which he 
bad appointed; on which, account the Lord God 
adopted them as His sons, sanctified and assisted them 
fcy his Holy Spirit, and gave them a title to the hea- 
venly inheritance, intended to he purchased for the hu<? 
man race, by the Restorer of Righteousness*. 

Much practical induction may be collected jrpm this 
history of Cain and Abel. In the first place, we may 
infer from it, that the public prayers (which are now in 
the place of the sacrifices) are not acceptable to God from, 
persons who harbour hatred and malice in their minds. 
We may also- learn, that wicked actions, however se- 
cretly committed, cannot be hidden from God * r and that 
the Supreme Being Himself is the avenger, of mur- 
der, and will bring it to light by some means or other ;. 
or at feast, will not suffer a murderer fo know that in- 
ward peace which arisea from' a quiet conscience. The 
fear and dread of discovery alone must have been a con- 
tinual torment to him, and will compel him to flee from 
place to place.— We axe likewise taught, that to be. 
driven from the face of the Loan, or to be cut off frora 
the Society of God's people, and deprived of the bless- 
ing of communion with God, in social worship, as. a 

* See Stackhouse on the Bible. 

> afturdew 



murderer must necessarily be, is the greatest punisfi* 

ment that can be inflicted: 

Brothersr and Sisters are particularly instructed-' by 
this portion of Scripture, to cherish from their early 
years an affectionate attachment to each other, which * 
By its endearments, will prove a source of continual- 
comfort and pleasure ; by repeated actB of kindness they, 
may secure to ( themselves a set of faithfuli disinterested 
friends, ready on v all occasions to* 'do them good offices- ;• 
and they will have the- additional 'satisfaction of in* 
creasing the felicity of their parents. But those, who 
indulge selfishness of mind, and are continually study- 
ing how to obtain a preference to themselves, and ar-e 
envious of the superior advantages of their brothers 
and sisters, commit great offence against' God, are ene- 
mies to society, by 'destroying the peace of families* 
and cannot expect to be esteemed or beloved ; /f* 

SECTION VI ' ^ 

TJKE GENEALOGY FROM ADAM, IN THE LINE .OF SETH>, 
TO I HE TIME OF THE DhLU.GE. 

From Genesis, Chafl. v. 

This is the book of/ the generations of'Adanu In 
the day that God created man, in the. likeness of Goo 
made he him : male and female, created" he them* and 
blessed them,, and called theic name Adam, in die day 
when they were created*. 

Ada m lived an Hundred and thirty years, and had a 
son in his own likeness, after his image ;. and called his 
riame Seth : and the days of "Adam after the birth" of 
Seth,, were, eight: hundred years : and he had sons and 
daughters: and "all the days that Adam lived were nine 
hundred and thirty years ;- and he died." 

And StTH lived an hundred and five years* and had 
En os : and Seth lived- after the birth, of Enos eight, 
hundred* and seven years, and had sons and daughters : 

and 
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and all the days of SetH were nine hundred' and twelve 
years : atid he died. 

And Enos Jivei ninety years, arid Bad' Cain an ;, ano? 
Enos lived after the* birth of Cafnan eight hundred ancT 
fifteen years, and had sons and daughters : and the daya, 
of Enos were nine hundred and fivz years : and he died; 

And Cain an lived seventy years, and had Mahal At 
tKEL •. and'Cainan fivecT after the Birth of Mahalaleef 
eight Juindred and, fotty years, and had sons, and daugh- 
ters : and all the days of Cainan were nine hundred and 
ten years : and he died. 

-And Mahalaleel lived sixty and five years, and 
had Jar ed : and Mahalaleel lived after the birth of 
Jared eight hundred and thirty years, and had sons and 
daughters t and all the days of Mahalaleel wore eight 
hundred ninety and five years.: and he died. •- 
. And Jar ed lived an hundred sixty and two. years, and 
had Enoch: and Jared lived after the birth of Enoch 
eight .hundred years, and had sons and daughters: and 
all the days of Jared were nine hundred sixty -and two 
year* : and he died. ......... 

And Enoch lived sixty and five years, and bad.Mk« 
invsELMisi arid .Enoch walked with God alter the 
birth of Methuselah three hundred years* and had sons 
and daughters! and all the day* of Enoch were, three 
hundre4 sixty: and five years : and Enoch walked with 
Goo : and he was not ; for. God took him* 

And Me t h u a a l e h lived an. hundred eighty and 
seven yeacs, and had Lamech ;. and Methuselah lived 
after the birth of Lamech, seven;, hundred , ejgjrty.ajskd 
two years, and had sqns and daughters,: and ..aU the 
days of Methusaleh were nine hundred and sixty nioa 
yeacs : and he died* 

And Lamech lived an hundred eighty and two. years, 
and had a son ; and he called his name JNoah, saying, 

This 



JThi* same sfcaJf comfort us concerning our work and tail 
o£ our hands,, because of the ground ■• which jtfce Lqk» 
fcath cursed; And Lantech lived .afer. the t>i4h of ffoari 
five hundred, ninety and five yeaus, ,and had sons ao4 
daughters :. and all the days of Lantech were .seven 
hundred and seventy and seven, years : and he died. - 

And Noah was five hundred years pld; and Noah* 
had three sons, Shem, Hah, and Japheth. ... 

ANNOTATIONS 'and> REJECTIONS. :" 

The design of this section is to shew the regular, de» 
Icent from Adam .to Noah, with a view to preserve .the- 
genealogy of the prvvmtd seed. 

. The gimraUms pf Mamsigxnfy his children, grand 
children, and all w&o proceeded Aoni him ia the line of 
S et h , that son' of his from wJbpra -the /Redeemer jof the 
tr^rld/was to proceed.. We .find, that' the CaEiUhoR 
tailed! eaah of the ikst human pair, fey .one xxxmihod, 
name, Aim m, which, signified Man j, it wad the first IB?*, 
that caile4 -hii wife M'emon, to denote that she bdoaged 
to mankind,, and afterwards gave her the proper nam£ 
e£l£iE»! wiiiQh has served to 'distinguish her. from all 
other womenl In the first verse -of thk ' section it is> 
•aid, that God created man in Hk i<m >fmti& 9 *b*it'h'& 
said Jof Selh that he Was in the £k«acs* {ft Imagi of Adam t 
from which* we may understand, that then* i^vas^a great, 
alteration in human nature in consequence of the Fa J. 
What is to be understood by ihe Image of Gofr, haa 
freen already explained ;' this Divine Image was de* 
faeed by «ini Adam was a sinner, subject to pain, sor*» 
tow, and €eath : hi* children being in Jits tmage f were ( 
just such creatures as himself, excepting that they were r 
innocent of his particular offence, but they partook of 
the corruption of hi* nature.. * 

i We do not Ttad that Adam*' and: Eire were gnHty of 
» - any 
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any capital .crimes after tfiey left Paradise, and may 
therefore suppose, that the general tenour of their con { 
duct wms agreeable to the will of God, and that they 
educated their children in the principles of true reli- 
gion. It pleased the Lord to spare Adam's life for 
a length pf years $ and in all probability Eve also lived 
-to a good old age, but they ra^st have felt severely the 
evils which their disobedience first brought into the 
world : however, as they -still enjoyed the advantages 
of an immediate interoaurae with the Lord- God, it is 
reasonable 4so think, that they were comforted with hopes 
pf enjoying, through his infinite mercy, that -happiness in 
a future state, which they had lost in this. 
~ It is said of Enoch that he walked nvith Cod. By this 
.expression we may understand, that Enoch complied 
with all the commandments and ordinances of God. 
•What these ordinances were we itre net told, hut from 
-the foregoing chapter we ere led to suppose, that they 
^consisted partly -in Sacrifices offered wkh Repentance, and 
Faith in God's mercy. 

The Son of Sirach * tells us, that Enoch left to all 
generations an example of repentance^ and the Apostle 
informs u» x that he was translated, or tajcen <to heaven 
without dying, on account ,of his faith, and that before 
hi§ translation he had this testimony, namely, that he 
f leased God f.. 

Methuselah was the oldest man that ever lived. Loh* 
gevity must have been a great blessing to mankind, while 
they lived good lives, and enjoyed healthy constitutions ; 
but, according to the present state of the world, it would 
be an intolerable evil. Lamech, the father of Noah; 
pronounced- a remarkable prophecy at the birth of hia 
BOtt—Thh tame shall comfort us concerning our work and 
toil of our hands, because of the ground which the Lord 

* Eccl.xUv. 16. j-Hcb. xi.& 
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hath cursed. From this prediction, it is supposed**- 
" That the curse upon the ground, pronounced at the- 
Fall, subsisted in all its rigour to the days of Lamech ; 
that the work and toil necessary to raise from the 
ground a sufficient support for life, was a grievous and 
irksome burden ; and that there was an expectation in 
his time, at least among those who had not quite for- 
gotten God, of a deliverance from the curse of the Fall*; 
of which deliverance Lamech understood his .son Noah 
would be the instrument. We shall see* as we proceed, 
in what manner this prediction was completed. 
. The birth of Noah happened in the eleventh century 
after the fall* 

We iind from this section, that though men livedV 
in the first ages of the world, a great number of years, 
they all died at last, excepting Enoch,, who was mira- 
culously translated; yet we are not told of aay parti- 
cular crimes they committed, for which death was in- 
flicted as a punishment. The truth is, that they all 
died in consequence of Adam's sin \* The condemn** 
tion. of death had passed upon mankind before any of 
th sons of Aclam were born. Goo concluded them ay 
as sinners, before they came into, the world, £hat they 
might all partake of Redemption . j Xi 
• Since ali mankind are born with a corrupt nature, in 
the image of their progenitor Adam, instead of the 
Jfourg* °f GW, we should learn to think humbly of our- 
selves, and highly of the mercy and goodness of God, 
whp has condescended tP take such creatures as sinful 
men mto covenant with himself: and we should ear- 
nestly desire to be purified from the original corruption 
of our nature, and to have the Image of Cod renewed 
in our minds by Divine Grace J. 

* See Bisl'op Sherlock on Prophecy. f liCor.xv. 22,. 

\ Rom>,xw 32. 0*1. iji. 22. § 2 Cor. 15, 16, E^h, iv. 22, 23, 24. 
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SECTION VI, 

_ • THE GENEALOGY FROM CAIN. 

From Genesis* Chap, iv« 

And Cain's wife bare Enoch, and he builded a city, 
and called the name of the city, after the name of his 
son Enoch. And unto Enoch was born Ira d, and unto 
Irad, Mehuj ael, and unto Mehujaei^Methusael* 
and unto Methus^ael, Lamech. 

And Lam ec h took unto him two wives : the name of 
the one was Ada^ and the name of the other Zillah. 
And Adah bare Jabal : -he was the father of such as 
dwell in tents, and of such as have cattle. • And his 
brother's name was Jub al : he was the father of all such 
as handle the harp and organ. And Zillah she, also 
bare TubaI-caIn*, ah Instructor of every artificer m 
4>ra*s"and rrbn : and*the' lister of Tubal-cain was 
Naamah. . 

And Lamech said, untd his wives, Adah and Zillah, 
Ht!af my voice ; ye wives- of Lamech, fiearken unto my 
speech ; fori have .f lain <t . maa to my* wounding, and a* 
young man to nijf hurt If Cain shall be avenged seven 
Told, truly Lameeh seventy and seven fpld. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Lamech, the descendent oF'Cain, '.is supposed to Have 
been the first man who had two' wives : he is thought 
by some to have killed Cain j .but it rather appears, 
from the text, that he had slain another person* and 
was fearful God would ioflict a greater punishment 
upon him than he had on the first murderer, because 
he had presumed to kill a man, notwithstanding he hap! 
seen the evil consequences, which the perpetration of 
murder brought upon Cain. 

There is great similarity of names in the descendants 
of Seth and Cain ; we must therefore be careful not to 
confound one with the other* 

1% 
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It is remarked, that, in this genealogy, there is ndt 
one good person pointed- out ; but several of Cain's 
race became famous for useful and curious . arts, which. 
' shews, that God does not con(ine this kind of know- 
ledge to the best people; therefore, it is wrong for 
any person to value himself merely upon his skill in 
human arts and sciences ; it is the proper application 
of talents, to the glory of God, and the good of nian- 
kindj that can alone render any one truly estimable. 

SECTION VJI.' 

MB fiVlfcDINC Otf ^NOAH'S ARK. 

1 . From Genesis, Chap, yu 

And it came to pass, when jpen began to multiply 
on the face of the earth, apd cjajjgltfers ^ere born^um* 
them, ' ., . 

That the Sons of Goo .saw j&e. daughter* of ricdv 
that the^r were fcirj and ifcey tpojt then* JWTO .of •¥ 
which they chose. 

And the Lord Baid,. My spirit shaft 59* .always striv* 
with mm for, that he alsp is Jesh; .yet hi*. da.y §haH 
be an Jumdr/e4 and twenty jrears. - , 

There j^eregtants in the- earth in those days, and" also* 
sifter that ; the same became mighty men, which were 
"of old men of renown. 

' And Go d saw that the wickedness of man was great 
in the earth, and tJte whole x imagination-, purfioses^ and 
I desires * of his heart were only evil continually. 

And it repented the Lord that he had made man op 
'the earth and it grieved \)\m at his heart. 

And the Lord said, I will destroy man,, whom I hare 
created, from the face of the earth; both man and beast 
and the creeping thing, and the fowl of the^ air, for it» 

rejaehteth me that I have made them. ^ 

* See margin of the Bible. 

But 
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But, Noah found grace in the sight of the Lor©. 
Noah was a just man, and perfect in his generations ;•< 
and Noah walked witn God. And Noah had three 
«ons Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 

And God said unto Noah, The end of ail flesh is come 
before me, for jhe earth is filled with violence through* 
them. Behold I will dbs&oy them with the earth. 

Make thee an ark, ,of gopher woodi rooms shalt thoa : 
make in the ark r afid shalt pilch* it 'within and* without 
wkh pitch. 

And- this is the fashion' which tfeou* shaft make it of: 
the length of the airk shall be tte«fe huta^lred" ctibltsj the' 
breadth- of it fifty cubits* and the height of ' it thirty 

dibits 

A window shalt tbojuriake to the ark and in a cubit* 
shalt thou finish it above ; and the doors of the ark shak- 
thou set in the side thereof; wkh lower, second, and 
third stories *shak thou make it. 

And behold, I, even I, do bring » flood^of waters urJotr 
' fheeaggi* to- destroy all flesh, wherein is the breath of 
life from under heavens and every thing that is itf the 
earth shall die. 

But with thee will I establish my covenant: and thou 
shalt come into the ark ; thou, and thy son si and thy J 
wife, and thy aons- wives with thee. 

Anplof every, living thing of alt'flesh, twft of every', 
sort shalt thou bring into the ark, to keep them alive* 
with thee: they shall be male and jentale. 

Of fowls after their klnd y and- of cattle after therr' . 
kind, and of every creeping thing of the earth • after his 
kind : two of every sort shall come unto thee,' to keep' 
them alive. 

. JO£ every clean beast then shale take to thee v by sevens;' 
the male and his female: and efbeftsts-that ate'nof ckfanT 
by two, the male and the female. - 

• Thus 
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Thus did Noafe : accoiding that all to Go© com- 
manded him, so did' he. y ■ 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 
Seth continued to dwell in that, part of the world, 
•which was distinguished by the. visible presence of the 
Lord Qon 9 worshipped him aa the Creator and. Gover- 
nor of the World, offered the Sacrifices which He 

* 

appointed, kept in. mind, the promise of a Restorer of 
Righteousness, and brought up his family in the true- 
re%ion. We may also suppose, that the rest of Adam's 
posterity (except the unnatural branch that was cut off) 
followed the example. <if. Setfe: these . then 'were the 
sons of God ; and Cain and his family, with such as 
apostatized fron> the Lord God, and joined with them, 
the sons of nun. 

I It is here intimated,' that the sons of God were at first 
very careful to keep themselves separate from the sons of 
men; but after a- time, they married w j ves from amongst 
them. This mixture of good and wicked people was 
productive of very bad consequences. It is most likely 
that these daughters of men, and their impious relations, 
epticed to . idolatry the sons of Gov, who had married 
them; and these by degrees enticed others. The author 
of the Book of Wisdom says, that the devising of idols 
was the beginning of the corruption of life*. j\nd St. 
Paul sa) s,- that when „men knew God they glorified him 
not as God ; but changed the glory of the incorruptible 
God into an image made like unto corruptible man, into 
birds and beasts, and creeping things + / from which we 
may infer, that the sin of Idolatry, m the first instance, 
consisted m men's dishonouring the Lord God, the 
exjunt* Image of the. Eternal Fatheh, by setting up 
images of tlwir qwn devising -in his stead, which by 
f Wisdom of Solomon *>v. lg. f Bom. . u S3. 

degrees 
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<3*gree8 they fancied so many separate deities. This 
may justly be imputed to the suggestion of the Devil. 

Such a race of people; as the antediluvians are de- 
scribed to have been, were unfit to live ; therefore, we 
cannot wonder that they were at last destroyed ; but we „ 
find, that the long-suffering of God was very great ; 
for he mercifully delayed, for an hundred and twenty 
years, the judgment he intended to bring upon them. 
—By the expression, my Spirit shall not altvays strive I 

with men, &c. we may understand, that means of grace 
were offered to this people ; but they resisted the Holy 
Spirit, that is, gave way to their own vicious inclina- 
tions, when good thoughts were suggested to them*. 

God is a being of infinite perfection, and not subject 
to conflicting passions ; so that by His repenting that he 
had made man, and being grieved at his hearty we are to 
understand no more, than that God's patience and long^ 
suffering had exceeded the utmost indulgence mankind 
had reason to expect; and that He had determined, at 
His own appointed time, to inflict the punishment due 
to their wickedness. God, however, did not bring, a v sud- 
den destruction on the earth ; for he made his purpose 
- known to Noah and commanded him to inform man- 
kind of it, and to preach righteousness to them ; by righ- 
teousness is to be understood faith in God's promises, 
repentance, and amendment of life, and strict adherence 
to the true worship of the Lord God. Had mankind 
obeyed Noah's, /admonitions, they would have been 
preserved ; for it was the original appointment of God. 
(as we may understand from many passages of Scripture) 
that general ^and sincere repentance should avert public 
judgments'}. 

We are not to suppose, that Noah was a man entirely 

free from sin ; without doubt he was, like others, sub? 

* 2 Pet, ii. b. f Joel ii. 13. Dan. ix. % 10. ) John. i. 8, 9. 

ject 



Ject to human Mnnitiesj but kr respect t<* Ml FAi'tir, 
he wasflfrfitt ; for even' the example of tlfe whole race of 
mankind could hot draw h'nn from his belief and tru t 
in the Lord God ; ajhd he testified this faith by a ready 
obedience to God's command of building an Ark, for the 
preservation of himself and his family*. The expres- 
sion <t04lk\rtgftvltk Gdfty signifies a conformity to God** 
Dvoinc Ordinances^ in prefererice to human inventions. 

If God had not made known his intention of de- 
stroying the edrth and its inhabitants, Noah . might have 
supposed the Deluge to be the effec^ of chance ; arid 
after he received" thls-ifltimation; had'he been left to the 
guidance of human reason alone, he would fyave been ' 
utterly at a loss to know what to do in inch an emer- 
gency, for ships had not yet been invented ; and w£ 
can scarcely think, that the idea of building a vessel to 
float ort the surface of the water would have occurred to 
his mind : he therefore found the benefit of Divine 
direction, even in his worldly affairs ; nor was this* 
benefit confined to him ; instructed by his fylstdry, mail- 
kind have learnt, that under the providence' of God 
fhey may commit their lives to a small piece of wood, and 
floss the rough sea in a nveak vessetf. 

It is supposed that the ark was built something in' 
the form of a house} with a sloping covering like a roof, 
for the wet to run. off. Noah had not occasion for sails' 
rudder, or compass, because no art of man was requisite' 
ffcr the preservation of his* vessel; these' useful appen- 
dages were successively added to ships,' as the necessities* 
or experience of mankind led to improvement in the 
art of navigation; 

It would have been difficult for Noah, who : was igno- 
rant how 1 many species of creatures the world* contained, 
td calculate the requisite size of the ark : he Would 
* faeb? xh 7. f Wlsdoctt of Solwnon Wv. 5. 

likewise* 



likewise, in alt probability, hate been at a loss to IcnONr 
what material* to make use of, without GodV direction 
neither corid he have knows what quantity of fodtf t6- 
provide ; and' after all, it would have been out of hie 1 
power to collect the different creatures together* had 
cot God caused them to come instinctively, at those 
£nt created went to Adam. * 

We read, that Noah was commanded to make a win- 
dow in the ark : of this we shall speak in a succeeding 
fiction. The covenant, which God promised to esta- 
blish with Noah, was that made with Adam after the 
fall*, that the teed of the nvomsH should hruise the ser* 
fitnfs had. 

The clean- beasts are supposed to have been those 
made use of in sacrifices : the unclean, those which 
were never to be applied to such sacred' purpdses. 

From this section we learn; the great danger to which 
religious people expose themselves, by, marrying among . 
wicked ones ; and that, in forming matrimonial con- 
nections, regard should rather be had to goodness of 
disposition, than to personal beanty. 

We also learn, that the fives of mankind are en* 
tirely at the* disposal of Gbtr; therefore it is folly to 
expect length of days according to the course of na- 
ture, and to put off repentance to a future period : and^ 
by the fate of the giants, who perished with the rest, we 
understand, that extraordinary strength and statute are 
no securities against Divine Vengeance. 

We are further instructed, that the power of God is 
unlimited, and that the elements are entirely under, his 
command* 

If we are ready to condemn the antediluvians for not 
regarding the admonitions of Noah, let us listen with 

* See Section uK 

Vol, I. iD reference 
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reverence and attention to the instructions, which su*e 

given to us by God's ministers; and be careful not to- 

do any, thipg contrary to His tvill, contained in the? 
Holy 



iioly Scriptures. ■ •£ 
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/? SECTION VIII. 



THE FLOOD. 

From Genesis > Chap. vii. , . 

Avd the Lord, said unto £Toah, Come thou, and all 
thy house, into the ark : for thee have I seen rightepus , 
before me in this "generation. 

Of every clean beast thoushalt take to thee by sevens, 
the male and his female ; and of beasts that are not clean 
by two, the male and his female. . 

Of fowls also of the air by sevens, the male and the 
female ; to keep seed alive upon the face of all the 
earth. - ~ . 

For yet seven days, and I will cause it to rain upon 
the earth forty days and forty nights ; and every living 
substance that I have made will I destroy from oif the 
facet)f the earth. 

And Noah did according unto all that the Lord com- 
manded him. v % 

And Noah was six hundred years old when the flood . 
of waters was upon the eaith. 

And Noah went in, and his sons, and his wife, and 
his sons wives with him, into the ark, because of the 
waters of the flood. 

Of clean beasts, and of beasts that are not clean, and , 
of fowls, and of every thing that creepeth upon the 
earth, 

There went in two and two unto Noah into, the 
ark, the male and the female, as God had commanded 
Noah. 

.' . And 
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And it came- to pass after seven days, that the water* 
of the flood were upon the earth.- ' 

In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the se- 
cond month) the seventeenth day of the month, the same ' 
day were all the fountains of the great deep broken up f ' 
and the windows of heaven were opened. 

And the rain was upon the earth forty day* and forty 
nights. .' • ' t 

In the self same day entered Noah and Shem, and - 
Ham* and Japheth, the sons of Noah, and Noah's wife, 
and the three- wive* of -ills son* with them, into -the 
ark : 

They, and every beast after his kind, and all the cat? 
tie »after their kind, ancl every creeping thing that creep. J 
eth upon the earth after his kind* and every fowl after his 
kind, every bird of every sort. 

And they went in unto Noah into the ark, two and two • 
bf all flesh, wherein is the breath of life. 

And they that went in, went in male and female of all * 
flesh, as God had commanded him,; and the Lord shut 
him in. 

And the flood was forty days upon the earth ; and the • 
waters increased, and bare up the ark, and it was lifted up ' 
above the earth. 

And the waters prevailed, and were increased greatly • 
upon the earth ; and the ark went upon the face of the " 
waters. 

And the waters prevailed exceedingly upon the earth ; - 

and all the high hills that were under the whole heaven 

were covered. - ' 

Fifteen cubits upwards did the waters prevail 5 . and the - ; 

mountains were covered. . ' 

And all flesh died that moved- upon- the earth, both of 
fowl, and of cattle, and of beast, and of every creeping - 
thing that creepetti v/pon the earthy and [every man \ ^ •• 
•t D2 All 
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: AlUo wbpser nostrils was the breath of life, of all that 
was in the dry land, died. 

- And every, living, substance- was . destroyed which was 
upon the face of the ground* both man- and cattle* and the 
creeping, th*9g«r and the fowl of the 5 heaven ; and they 
were destroyed from the earth* andrlfoah only remained 
alhre, and they that weje y?$h hiavin^he ark* 

And the waters prevailed upon the earth aa hundred 
anlLftfty days. 

ANNQTATION& akd REFLECTIONS. 

We £ie tokLby, the. Apostle. to the, Hebrews, that Noah 2 * 
righteousness* which was .accepted of God,. consisted in 
true Faith*} that is,. Noah believed all that God had at that 
time revealed concerning the Redeemer, and li?ed agree* 
abjy to thishelieC 

Nothing could be more unlikely to happen, according, 
to ithe* common course -of nature*. than an universal deluge c 
yet, Noah, actuated by a religions, fear}*, having, prepared 
every thing as God commanded, entered into the ark with 
all-his tfatpiiyif which was a striking, proof! of. his belief. of 
God's powef„ and. confidence in the Divine promises. 
Though it is not mentioned, we may conclude that be had 
taught his family the same principles; for without such a 
reliance on the Almighty, wjiat would, have been their 
apprehensions, when the. doors of the ark were shut upon 
.thfra* 

We may easily suppose, that the. rest of the inhabitants 
©f the earth ridiculed Noah, for what appeared to them 
unaecessary precautions. They foresaw, no danger* but 
pursued their voluptuous pleasures, till the. flood came and 
found them feasting and revelling, marrying and giving in 
marriage^ 

* Heb. jfe*. f IWcL % See Matt, «*tv, 38**& 

There 
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IFhere is feacon to think, that «he deluge-began on the 
seventh day of week ; if -so, it was, in all probability, in- 
tended as a judgment upon the unteditaviafts, «for their 
•habitual profanation of the Sabbath. 

In order to shew, that the deluge did not happen 
-according to the common course of nature, but was the 
effect of the mfcaeulous power of God, we <*re told -by 
■what -means ft was -brought about; 

In the history of the creation* we read, that Goo 
divided tfce waters from the waters, and placed a firma- 
ment betwixt them, &c. 

In order to destroy the earth, the Almighty let loofoe 

the waters, and -shewed, that it is his Providence -alone, 

which renders that element aninvafcatdefclesstng; w%ich> 

*ot confined J within due bettndV ja capaMc efbecoming 

-a most destructive evil. 

What a melancholy sight would it have been tolNoih 
md his family, to behold f he destruction of ailTiTi^g 
< *features,and tor see the earth in reins ! -'Sot there fe 
'Reason to believe that they had not this sevete trial* 
The ark (as we learn from a former a ectibn f )" had to 
windows in the sides, and only one -window at the top, 
Of small dimensions. This could not be designed to 
convey light ; nor, indeed, could any window, where- 
'ever situated, have answered this purpose, to a Yessei 
consisting of three stories, even if the sun had shone 
forth with resplendent brightness, much less when the 
sky was constantly obscured with clouds* It h then** 
fore probable, that the ark was illumined in a super- 
natural way, (as the houses of the Israelites afterward* 
werejryin order to a ssure Noahjtnd his family, t£at 
they were under the immediate £ui<!anee and protecttioa 
ef the Al might r. 

♦Section L tS**8*L vii. J S«eB»od^.t9.WHrd.*Tm. T. 

»* When 
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When Wo reflect on the violence of the rain, poured 
in torrents from the sky ; the impetuosity of the subter- 
raneous water 8, and the length of time they prevailed ; 
we cannot wonder that every living substance was des- 
troyed. 

Many proofs of a general deluge may be collected 
from history. The inhabitants pf most parts of the 
known world have some tradition concerning this me- 
morable event ; and it is very common to find, at the 
. tops of exceeding high mountains, hundreds of miles 
from the sea, large beds of shells, bones and teeth - of 
fishes *, and in other places, fragments of trees, the remains 
of land and sea animals, &c. which could not have been 
- mixed together by any other accident. 

At first sight, it appears hard that the beasts stod 
other creatures, who were incapable of sinning should 
r perish with sinful ; man ; but, if we consider; that in- 
., stant death was not so _great an evil to the brute coi- 
tion, as o^her evils, which would, in - ail probability, 
have fallen upon them, had they not been- drowned, wc 
(hall view it in another lig^it. The alteration whigh 
the earth was to undergo in consequence of the deluge, 
would have deprived them of sustenance, and numbers 
would have perished with hunger ; in which case, their 
misery would have been much greater than . what they 
. suffered by the .flood. In. all general judgrnents, the in- 
. nocent must unavoidably perish with the guilty ; but in- 
. this case they are not to.be regarded as the . victims of 
. God's vengeance, but as taken away by his mercy from 
. the evil to come. It is very plain from this portion of 
- Scripture, that the sins of men provoked God to bring 
this signal judgment upon the earth. 

Though the fishes a're not mentioned, we have, reason 
to believe, that most of them also perished by the vio- 
lent commotionpf jite waters j but that God by ami- 
rfrvL » racle 
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racle preferred some of every species, which is, at least, 
as easy as to suppose a new creation of this part of the 
animal world. 

If we contemplate the history of the deluge, merely 
as it relates to the inhabitants of the old u orld, it af- 
fords a -striking example of Goo's vengeance against 
incorrigible sinners ; but if we regard it, as the Scrip- 
tures teach us to do*, as a w arning to ourselves, it will 
surely be a check upon immorality and impiety, for 
none among us can be certain that the end of the world 
is not at hand. The day of judgment will come as 
suddenly as the flood did : but supposing that many 
ages should revolve before this a * ful period takes 
place, yet in respect to every individual on earth, it is 
certainly near : a few short years v\ ill, in a natural way 
determine our fate to all eternity ; and even these* may 

- be shortened by some sudden and unexpected visitation. 
Let us then shun the example of a corrupt generation, 

• and imitate that of Noah, who feared God, and sought 
the righteousness- which is by faith ; that we like him 

i ma^ be heirs of salvation. 

SECTION IX. 

NOAHj&C BY GOD'S COMMAND, COME OUT OFTH.fi 

ARK. . 

* * * 4 

From Genesis, Ghapl vwi, 
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And God remembered Noah, and every liuing 
thing, and all the cattle that was with him in the ark : 
and God made a wind to pass over th,e earthy and 4be 
\vaters assuaged. ". ^ x 

The fountains also of the deep, and the widows of 



* See Matt. xxiv. 33, 39. 
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hearqn were stopped, and {be ipin fion, heaven wu 

restrained. 

And the waters returned front off the earth conti- 
nually, and after the end of the hundred and fifty days, 
the waiers were abated. 

And the ark rested in the seventh month, on the 
, seventeeth day of the month, upon the mountains of Ara- 
rat, 

4 And the waters decreased continually, until the tenth 
month: in the tenth month, on the first day of the 
, month* were the tops of the mountains seen. 

And it came to pass at the end of r forty days, that 
Noah opened the window of the ark which he, had 
.made ; 

And )ie sent forth a raven, which went forth to and fro, 
siintil the waters were dried up upon the earth. 

Also iie^ent forth a dove rxomhim, toseejif ,the wat^ra 
, yere .abated from off the face, .of^he ground. 

But t the dove foued no jest for the,aoJe of iter foot, 

.And die returned junto him into the ark: foe the ^waters 

were on the face of the whole. earth : then lie put forth 

his hand, and took her, and pulled her unto him into the 

»k. 

And he stayed yet otfier seven days ; and again he sent 
forth the dove out of the ark. And the dove came in unto 
Urn in the evening. 

And )o, inbtr mouth was an olive leaf plucked off: 
to Noah knew that the waters were abated from off the 
,*arth- 

And' he flayed yet other seven days, and sent forth 
Jbe dove, which returned - not again unto him any 
nore. 

And it came to pass in the sixth hundredth and first 

|eai, in the first month, the t fastday of the month, the 

Jfjtef* were dried up from off the earth, sad Noah re- 

move4 
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moral tfce covering *>f the a*k, and looked, and behold 
the face of the ground was dry. 

And God spake unto Noah, saying, 

Go forth, of the ark, thou, and thy wife, and tbysos)p r 
and thy sons' wives with thee. Bring forth wkh thee 
every living thing that is with thee of ail flesh, both *>f 
fowl and of cattle, and of every creeping thing that 
creepeth upon the earth, that they may bvetd -abuo* 
dandy in the earth, and be fruitful. and multiply upoa 
the earth. 

And Noah went forth, and his* sons, and' bis wife* 
and his sons' wives with him. Every beast, every creep- 
ing thing, and every fowl, and whatsoever cretpetbV 
upon 'the earth, after their kinds, went forth out i£ 
she ark. 

ANNOTATIONS *s* REFUSCTIONS. 

Noah and his family must undoubtedly have had an< 
entire dependance on the promises of God, or th*y 
could not have supported their long confinement; It i» 
agreeable to what we read of G# d's general dealings with, 
the patriarchs, to suppose, that they were encouraged 
to this confidence by a visible token of die Divwk 
Fresbnce £ at least they must have had an loward as- 
surance that Goo remembered theim 

A miraculous power must also have been* exerted to 
prevent the ill consequences, which would have arisen 
from such a number of. different animals being shut up 
together, in so small a space, without the benefit of 
fresh air, for such a length of time. 

As God vouchsafed to inform mankind by what 
means He occasioned the deluge, He likewise conde- 
scended to acquaint them how it was assuaged. 

The word here translated wind is, in the Hebrew 

J) 5 language 9 
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~'kbgiiage, .the eame that- is translated spirit, in tlie* Ac- 
count of the creation ; -we may therefore understand, 
that the immediate power of God produced a motion 
in the air, which acted upon the waters as at the fiFst 

* division of them, and that out of regard to the welfare 

* 'of Noah, and those who were with . him, both the in- 
: - crease and return of the waters were gradua], which 
•'prevented the ark from being tossed about so as to en- 

* danger* their safety. " At length the ark rested, but Noah 
and his family seem to have had no impatience to be 
iet at liberty; for we do not find, that they even took 

" r a suriey of the earth, till a considerable time after trie 
'-resting of the ark : when Noah opened the window and 
**$ent forth the 'raven. 

It is strongly implied, that Noah regularly observed 
the Sabbath ? for we find, that he repeatedly sent forth 
the dove on the seventh day, as if in expectation of 
some extraordinary blessing on that day. At length 
r she returned, bearing in her mouth an olive branchy as 
Va divine signal of of peace and favour. On the succeed- 
4 ing Sabbath she returned not, but impelled t>y that in- 
'-stinctive power, which guides the feathered race, found 
an habitation for herself among the new sprung 
branches. 
" • Noah acting, as we may suppose, by divine direction, 
removed the covering of the ?rk, and had the happi- 
ness 'once more to behold dry land. Still he did not 
•'attempt to leave the ark, but waited for God's cora- 
' mand, which being given, he instantly obeyed, and left 
' hi? confinement, followed by his family and every, liv- 
ing creature he had taken in with' him, excepting the 
■ dove, which, as the harbinger of peace, was. made the 
' ftrst inhabitant of the renovated world. . . 

"What transports of delight must have filled the 
1 hearts of this small remnant of human -kind, when they 

came 
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came out of the ark, and beheld again the beauties of 
nature ! and how greatly must the different animals' 
have enjoyed their restoration to the fields and pastures, 
and other accommodations suited to their respective 
natures ! 

It is not unusual with scoffers to make the history 
of the deluge a subject for ridicule. In order to guard 
our minds from their objections, we should remember 
that it is a very great absurdity to attempt. to explain 
fniracuhus events by natural causes ; because on such 
occasions the usual operations of nature are suspended 
or diverted from their cour§e. The belief of the omni- 
potence of God reconciles all difficulties; and on pro» 
per reflection it will appear as credible, that God 
should destroy and renew the world, as that he should 
at first create it. Let us, then,j;urn a deaf ear to those 
idle speculatists; who call in question what is recorded 
in the Book . of Truth, and . corroborated by the concur- 
rent testimony of the most antient traditions.- And let 
us learn, from the relation of God's goodness in pre- 
serving man and other living creatures, to rely on his 
mercy in the midst of the greatest dangers that befal 

** \ '' < ; SECTION X. 

•SHE- BVF.RLA6TING COVENANT. « 

From Genesis, Chafi. viii. andix; 

And Noah builded an altar unto the Lord, and 
took of every clean beast, and of. every clean fowl, and 
offered burnt offerings upon. the altar. 

And the Lord smeljed'a sweet savour, and. said, 1 
will not again curse the ground any more for man'.s 
sake ; neither will I smite any more every thing fiving, 
as I have done. 

D 6 While 
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While the earth remaineth, seed time and harvest, 
and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day 
and night, shall not cease. 

- And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto 
them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth. 

And the fear of you, and the dread of you shall be 
upon v every beast of the earth, and upon every f<*wl of 
the air, upon all that moveth upon the earth, and upon 
all the fishes of the sea, into your hand are they deli- 
vered. 

Every moving thing that liveth shall be meat for you * 
even as the green herb have I given you all things. 

But flesh with the life thereof, which is the blood 
thereof, shall you not eat. 

And surely your blood of your lives will I require r 
at the hand of every beast will I require it, and at the- 
hand of man; at the hand of every man's brother wilt 
I require the life of man. 

Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood 
be.shed : for in the image of God made he man. 

And you, be ye fruitful, and multiply* bring forth 
abundantly in the earth, and multiply therein. 

And God spake unto Noah and to his sons with him, 
saying. 

And I, behold I -establish my covenant with you, and 
,with yorr seed after you. 

And with every living creature that is- with you of 
the fowl, of the Rattle, and of every beast of the earthr 
with you, from all that go out of the ark, to every t?east 
of the earth. 

. And I will establish my covenant with you ; neither 
shall all flesh ' be cut off any more by the . waters of a 
flood, neither shall there any more be a flood to de- 
stroy the earth. 

And 
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Apd God md, This 10 the *ok«o <af tfee crtreaant 
lybich I make hetwegn me and you, and eresy taring 
creatine that is with. yc*v for perpetual igenemtioas. 

I do set my bow in the cWt and it shall .be for,* 
taken of a comiant Imtweieflhrae and the earth* 

And it f ball come to : paaa, wfcenlbrmg a. cloud oyer 
jhe eaitlj, ftfot $he bojr fthall <be 8een io the cloud. 

And I will remejaber my covenant wjiisb. is between* 
i#e and you, and eyety living cre*tu*e -of aU fceht wd 
the waters .ahall no more become a flood 40 destroy all 
fleah. » 

And the bow shall be in the cloud * and I wijl look 
i^pon iti that I may remember tbe everlasting ooye»a*fc 
between God and ewry Uvjng creature of all 4ftah that 
is upon the earth. 

•And the sons of Noah that went forth of tbe ajjewere 
Shea, and Ham, aod Japbefb : and Hau> ia thefather e£ 
Canaan. 

These ape the th*ee sons of Noah : and of them wa* 
ihe whole eaflh ayertpre^i. 

ANNOTATIONS ^kb REFACTIONS. 

We may judge that it was an. essential part of ftligioQ 
40 offer sacrifices so the Lord God, by •Noah's haying 
gecourse to them immediately after he left the Ark ; and 
IK? may conclude, from the expression The Lord smelted 
a iwpt .savour, which is a figurative mode of speaking, 
ibat they were acceptable. 

When Adam was first created and placed io Eden, he 
had several blessings and privileges conferred on him of 
Coo; these were forfeited at die Fall; but we here 
£od these very blessings restored to .human-kind in Noah 
and Jgis posterity, Be fruitful and multiply, dec. *. 

* Compare Gen, i. 29* with the passage under coosideratkn. 

It 
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It 18 impossible to ascertain the exact state of the earth 
from vhe Fall to the Flood ; but we have great reasort 
to suppose, t'»at it required mucli harder labour to cul- 
tivate it, than at present, especially before man was 
assisted by beasts Labour in fact is no longer a curse upon 
mankind in general ; many men arc totally exempted 
from it ; and those who toil the hardest ■ are not sub- 
jected to it through the natural condition of the ground, 
but from other accidental circumstances, and are" usually 
eased from the worst parts of it by' instruments of hus- 
bandry, and the aid of horses, oxen, &c. — Thorns and 
thistles indeed it still produces, but not in such abun- 
dance as to be a plague': on the contrary, they may now 
be ranked among the blessings of the earth^ since they 
add to the beauties of nature, and afford delicious food 
for birds and beasts ; nay, are often the meaus of re- 
storing health to- mankind when employed in -medicines, 

or converted into milk, of the ass in particular^ The 

... » 

case -was very different in respect to Ada n,' supposing 
him to have been placed in a «pirt of the earth over-run 
with these plants. It must have been a very laborious 
task to clear the ground from them with his own hands 
only, or the feeble assistance of Eve. 

. What the curse actually was, we may with great pro*, 
bability collect from that denounced against Israel when 
disobedient, / will break the pride of your power*; and I 
.will make your heaven as .trom and your earth as brass t 
and your strength shall be spent in vain? for your land 
ha ll not yield her increase^ neither shall the trees of the 
land yield their fruits*. God's- promise of regular sea- 
sons after the flood seems to intimate that they, were 
»ery' irregular and confused before f; We may* there- 
fore reasonably conclude, that the state of die earth is 

. *Lev. xxvi. 19, 20. , . . . 

f See this subject fully IiandJe.l in Bishop Sherlock on "Prophecy. 

better 
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etter since> the deluge than it was before ; of this, at 

* least, We may be certain, that Gon has been faithful 
to his promise, which he made to Noah, for though 
floods and famines have bi*en occasionally sent as judg- 

* ments on wicked nations, they have never been general, 
so as to cut off every living thing from the face of the 

arth. 

In addition to the privileges bestowed upon Adam, 
mankind had now that of eating fle^h, with this restric- 
tion, that they should take care that every creature was 
totally dead, before they began dressing it for food. 

It is remarked that those beasts, which feed on living 
creatures, are particularly ' fierce ; arid it is likely, that 
the same practice would render man ferocious. There 
was a time when the lion, the wolf, and the tyger, eat 
grass wlch the ox *. How sanguinary are they now ! 
We may therefore consider it as an instance of Divine 
mercy to us, that man was ' forbiddea to feast himself 
with the blood of those animals he was permitted to 

kill. 

A' positive command was at this time given against 
murder, and a law established for the punishment of 
that dreadful crime. This law is agreeable to right reason, 
and is still in force in all civilized nations. 

Though God permitted mankind to kill animals for 
food, he did not give them a license to be cruel, or 
leave them at liberty to extirpate any entire species ; 
on the contrary, the Almighty took in every class of 
living creatures- when He made the covenant, which is 
recorded in this section f, in order to convince Noah, 
and all "generations, that the mercy of the Lord is over 

* And God said to every beast of the enrth, I have given every 
green herb for meat. JSee Section i. 

f See Dr. Primates D'i9seitation on the Du f y of Mercy, and 
Sin of Cruelty to Brute Animas, 

all 
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all fiis Works, and that every living creature, of the fowl, 
of the cattle,- and or every beast q£ the earth, is as much 
in its kind the object of his care as man* 

It has been a question whether tiie rainbow was seeir 
before the flood * Most likely k was, but no object in- 
oature could be so proper for a Token of the Covenant, 
which Goo made at this time, because k is the effect of 
rain, and its appearance is. a certain sign that rain does- 
not fall at that time in every part of the, world ; there- 
fore we cannot wonder that Divine wisdom should select 
it for this purpose. 

From . thi& section, we learn> that it is an acceptable 
act, in the sight of God, to return public thanksgivings 
for extraordinary deliverances* 

We also learn to adore the Supreme Bbing for his 
mercy and goodness in pronouncing a blessing on .the 
earth, whereby we ourselves enjoy such invaluable bene- 
fits, and which are entailed on our latest posterity. 

We, are likewise admonish^ to be thankful to God* 
for restraining mankind, by a Divine law, from, killing 
each other, and for giving us dominion over the brute- 
creation, and implanting in their nature such a fear 
and dread of man, as render those beasts subservient t<x 
many useful purposes', who, from their makey are able 
to vanquish and destroy us. But we should never for- 
get, that beasts, are of consequence enough to be taken, 
into covenant with God, and are therefore entitled to 
our regard ; and so far from inflicting wanton cruelties- 
on them, we should make it our study to render their 
lives as comfortable as. possible* 

Let us then imprint on our minds the Everlasting 
Covenant, that whenever the To k em of it appears in 
the clouds, we may recollect it with gratitude,, as it re- 
lates to mankind in general, and to. ourselves in particu- 
lar! never forgetting that God*i mercy * over all hit work* 

and. 
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.*nd that it : is our duty to be merciful to the utmost tf 
our power, for man was made in <f£* amy* of Gov. 

By the conclusion of this section We learn, that every 
individual of the millions of human beings who .now 
overspread the earth* originally descended fropa tone of 
other of the sons of Noah. 

S^STION XL 

noah's death. 

From Genesis ■, C/w/^ ix. 

And Noah began to be an husbandman, and he 
planted a vineyard. And he drank of <the wine, and 
.was 4ra&ke*n, and .he was uncovered within htatent; 

And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw his uncovered 
Jfather, and tpidihis. two brethren without. And Sheia 
.and Japbeth jook a garment, and Jaid it upon both their 
jshjH&itrs, ; and went .backward, sod covered* their Ja» 
iher i and their face* Ayere ? backward. 

. y^nd t^oahiaw^e frora^is wine, snd faftew what ids 
.younger ,*pn bad done .unto bijn. 

And he. said, . Cursed .be Canaan; a texraot of ter* 
^rantsahall ha be unto his brethren. 

And he said, Pledged be the I*oro Goi> of Shem, and 
Canaan, shall be his sftrant. 

jGq» shall enlarge Japh^tb, sod be shall dwell in the 
^Qtspf Snera ;. and Canaan «hallbe)hia ( soryant. 

And iNoah lived after the flood three hundred and 
JSfty years. J^pd all the days of Noah % we*e nine fata- 
.fUed;*nd £fty pars : and ,he 4ttd- 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

• As Noah was the first who planted a vineyard, . a,nd 
made wine, it is highly probable that he might ^e 
overcome by t^e liquor, .be/ore he knew, or was fully 
app4se,d of, its. iuebr^tigg jaualijy. 

f ' The 
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The behaviour of his youngest son was inexcusable ; 
for it is a very great crime to expose and ridicule the 
errors of a parent. Filial duty requires children to do 
every thing in their power to conceal from the obser- 
vation of others the infirmities of those, to whom they 
are so much indebted. 

No wonder that Noah was offended ; but we are not 
to regard the curse he denounced against Ham, or the 
blessings he pronounced on Shem and Japheth, as the 
result of his own wishes. His words suv evidently 
prophetic, and related to the posterities of his sons, (and 
have been amply fulfilled, as is shewn in th - course of 
this history but it is likely, that Noah might be in- 
spired to utter these predictions, at this time in parti- 
cular, asapunihment from the Lord to one son for 
disobedience, and as sl reward to the others for their fi- 
lial piety. It certainly mu t have been a great morti- 
fication to Ham, to know that his descendants would 
..be slave < ; it was an immediate degradation of himself* 
because it lessened his consequence in the world. Ja> 
•pheth, on the other hand, was proportionably exalted; 
and doubtless had great pleasure in Itearing that his 
.'offspring would be so prosperous; What must have 
been the happiness of Shem, when he found that the 
Lord wa<, in a peculiar manner, to be his God 1 The 
event has shewn, that this part of Noah's prediction 
' referred to the promised seed of the woman ; and it is 
supposed that, as, Noah was heir >o the righteousness 
which is by faith, he was honoured with the privilege 
of transmitting the inheritance of the spiritual, as well 
as the temporal blessings, which were promised to the 
human race, all of whom were to proceed from his 
sons. 

. Noah had lived to see the temporal curse removed 
from the earth ; and is the divine revelation made to 

him 
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him in this prediction, he had hopes given him that 
there would be a final deliverance from it*. 

Noah seems to have been blessed with long life, as a 
reward for his fidelity to God. We do net read of any 
man after him that lived to so great an age. The flood 
happened 1656 years after the creation of the world, 

.and 2349 years before the birth of Christ. The space 
of time from the creation to the flood is called the firet 
age of the world* From Noah's exam pie, ^mankind are 
-warned to avoid indulging themselves to excess in 
drinking strong liquors ; for none can tell what sins or 
follies they may commit, when they deprive themselves 
of the use of their reason. 

As we -shall have frequent occasion to speak of pro- 
phecies, it is necessary, before we proceed any farther, 
to.explain what prophecy is. 

The great Creator knows all things, past, present, 

» and to come; and is able to make known'. to his crea- 
tures whatsoever he pleases. : That mankind might know 

. every thmg which was necessary to encourage them to 
do their duty, and trust in Him, God revealed to them, 
at different times, a number of* events* which were to hap* 

. pen at distant periods.. 

There is in. the Bible what may justly be stiled a 

: chain of prophecy relating to the Saviour of. the world; 

. the first pf these was spoken by the Lord Himself, and 
has been already noticed, viz. That by which Adam and 
Eve were comforted after the Jallf , The seed of the too- 
man shall bruise the serpent's head. This served to con- 
vey to our first parents a general hope and expectation 
of pardon and restoration, and kept them from despair, 
by affording grounds for trust and confidence in God, 

\ Vrfhout which religion cannot *be suppprted in the 

. world. In this prophecy, all the sons* of Adam have an 
interest, and to this the administrations ef Providence 
* See Bishop Sherlock on Prophecy. f See Section iii. 

have 
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have in all ages had a relation, and will have, till the 
end of all things brings with it the appointed time for 
its full accomplishment.* 

To this prophecy, God's promise to Noah of establish- 
ing His covenant with him evidently referred.* 

But the Lord did not always declare his predictions 

Himself; He appointed an order of men to-be His ki- 

•truhients, who successively delivered many prophecies- 

These persoos were divinely inspired, and spake not the 

dictates of their own reasoo> but the very words which, 

God's Holy Spirit suggested. Lamech, the father ©F 

Koah, is -supposed to- have been under this Divine *frfltt- 

ence, when he predicted that his son would be a comfort 

to the world in respect to the cufse which was, at the fall 

. of man, laid on the ground ; he therefore was a prophet & 

and Noah was a prophet when he cursed Ham, and blew- 

; <ed Shem and Japheth, The import of his prophecy has 

tboen already pointed out* The use and intent of pro- 

jphecy seema to have been, to Jteep up a constant expeota-. 

tian of the coming of a Redeemer, and*o serve as an e vU 

dence of him, when he .should come upon earth. 

In the course of this history, it will appear that these 
were two kinds of prophecies, which -may he distin- 
guished into local and gtmenal; the .former related to the 
temporal cooceira of particular persons or nations; the 
latter respected the spiritual concerns of all^ mankind* 
The completion of the first was an earnest of the ac* 
4#mplishj»ct*t of the other* .- 

SECTION XII. 

TKE CONFVSION OF TONGUES, 

From. Genaltj Ckafi. xi. 

AtfDAhe.whoJe earth wa* of one language) and of 
m& speech. And it came to pass as they journeyed 6om» 
* See Lisbon Sherlock. *n Prophecy. 

\ th* 
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the east that they found a plain in the land of Shinar $ 
and they dwelt there* , 

And they said one to another, Go to, let us make 
brick, and burn them thoroughly. And they had brick 
for stone, and dime had they for inorter. 

And they - said, Go to, let us build us a city and a 
tower, whose top may reach unto heaven; and let us 
make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the 
faee of the whole earth* 

And the Lou d came down to see the city and the 
tower, which the children of men builded. And the 
Loud said, Behold, the people is one, and they have all 
one language ; and this they begin to do: and now 
nothing will be restrained from them, which, they hare . 
imagined to do; 

Go to, let u$ go down, and there confound their 
language, that they may not understand one another's 
speech. 

So the Lord scattered them abroad from thence upon 
the race of aM the earth, and they left off to build- the 
city. " 

Therefore is the name of it called Babel, because the 
Lord did there confound the language of all the earth : 
and from thence did the Lord scatter them abroad' 

» 

wpon the face of the whole earth . 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

It is evident from this section, that many of the in- 
habitants of the earth had thrown off their confidence 
in the Lor r>, and trusted in their own wisdom and skill, 
and there is great reason to believe that the descendants 
eff Ham had departed from the true Religion, and wor- 
shipped the Sun, to whpm as a Deity, or at least as the 
Image of God, the Tower < of Babel was to be -dedicated 
and used as a temple .or place of worship* Nimrod, 

wh© 
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N who was the grandson of Ham, was at the of head of this 
apostasy. 

As mankind multiplied the same part of the world 
could not have contained them all, and we learn from 
some texts of scripture, that the Lord had portioned 
out the earth for the habitation of nations yet unborn.' 
This,* as we may judge by analogy,, from what was done % 
in respect to the Israelites afterwards, was probably 
made known to Noah, who as a prophet, was to inform - 
his descendants who were to be the heads of those na- 
tions, where their respective portions lay, which we " 
may conceive they were to take possession of at the 
time appointed by the Lord, the journeying therefore •- 
mentioned at the beginning of this lesson, was most 
likely undertaken by divine command ; but some of the 
emigrants proposed to stop at the plain of Shinar, in- 
stead of going to their allotted country,, and there fix 
their habitation. These, as we said before, were of the 
race of Hani, for we read that Nimrod set up a king- 
dom at Babel ; and it was to frustrate thft scheme which 
he and his followers had formed (to build a tower that \ 
6houid reach unto heaven) that the Lord descended 
to confound their language, and not that of the re- 
bels and apostates only, but .of all the rest of mankind, 
in such a manner that the different nations should have . 
different languages ; but it is supposed that in all them 
there was great affinity to the original language, which 
is generally imagined to ha^e been Hebrew. 

It seems, that the Loud visibly appeared on this oc- 
casion, and vindicated His own honour ; but, according . 
to His infinite goodness, He mingled mercy with judg- ; 
ment. For he spared the Jives of those presumptuous 
sinners who had openly defied his power, instead of . 
striking thero dead as they deserved* , 

Nothing could more eCectualJy. oblige :< mankind to ; 

separate 
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separate* than their not being able to. understand others, , 
or to make themselves understood. It was natural that 
those, who could converse with each other, should wish 
to live together, and accordingly depart together to the 
places of their respective allotments : thus were different 
nations- fbufcded, and in process of time the whole, earth 
■waa .overspread with the descendants of the $hree sons or 
Noah. The Patriarch with the race of Shem, are sup- 
posed to have '.continued in. the* East, and to have re- 
tained" their .original language, and .also to have kept. up ■ r 
the true religion; but the other nations became more or . 
less Corrupted. 

The / dispersion at the tower of Babel is supposed to* 
have happened in the fourth generation from Shem ; for 
it is said in Scripture, that in the days of Peleg (who in 
the genealogy holds that place) the earth was divided. 

Nothing could more effectually awaken mankind to " 
a sense of God's power and their own weakness, than 
the astonishing miracles here recorded. It was likewise 
calculated to teach those who should come after them, ' 
that schemes of ambition and presumption may be 
frustrated in a moment of time. Let us, then, carefully 
guard our minds against pride and impiety, and walk 
humbly with our God. : 

SECT ION. XIII. 

THE GENEALOGY OF 8H&M. 

From Genesis, £hap. xi. 

Shkm was an hundred years old, when he had ar- 
phaxau two years after the "flood, and he lived after- ' 
wards, five hundred years, and had sons and daughters. 

Arphaxad lived thirty and five years and had Sa- 
lah, after which he lived seven hundred and three 
years, and had 6ons and daughters, ' , ' 

Salah lived thirty years, and had Ebe* ; after which '; 

he- 
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he lived four hundred and three years, and had soar and 
daughters* 

Eber lived thirty and four yerrsy and had Pelvg, 
After which he lived four hundred and thirty years, and 
bad sons and daughters'. 

Peleo lived thirty years, and had &€* > after wMtilr 
he lived two" hundred and nine years, andhad'aofflPaMfr 
daughters, 

Rev lived thirty and two yean,' and had Sjuwc*, after/ 
which he lived two hundred and seven yearly and had 
sons and daughters. 

Serug lived thirty years, and had Nahor* after Whi€tt' 
he lived two hundred years, and had son* and daughters. 

Nahor lived twenty and nine years, and had "Ft. rah* 
after which he lived an hundred and nineteen years, and 
• had sons and daughters* 

TekaM lived seventy years, and had three sons, 
Abram, Nahor, and Haran, 

Haran died before his father in the land of his nati* 
vity, in Ur of the Chaldees ; and left a son naitied Lot. 

And Abram^and Nahor took them wives: the naftW : 
of Abram's wife was S a r a i . She'had no children* 

The name of Nahor*s wife was Milca h*$ she Was- the 
daughter of Haran. And Terah took Abram his son, 
and Lot the son of Haran, his son's son, and Sarai his 
/daughter-in-law, Abram's wife, and they went forth, 
with him from Ur of the'Chakteee, to' go intb the land of 
Canaan ; and they came unto Haran, and' dwelt there. 

And the days of Haran were two hundred and five 
years : and he died in Haran. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

This genealogy is preserved in order to shew that 
Afcraffi descended in a direct line from Shem, the son 
•f Adam and Eve, and to prove afterwards that the 
Messiah descended from Shem. . 

SECTION 
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SECTION XIV. 

' f HE HISTORY O* ABRAM. OOB ? S ?KtM1S¥» 

From Geneftt) CAafl. xir. 

Now the Lord had said unto Abraiu Get ifcee oat 
©f thy country, and from thy kindred, *and from (hy 
fathcf 's house, 'unto a land that I will shew thee. 

And ' I will make of thee a great nation, and I will 
bless thee) and make thy name great; and thoulslfolt 
be a btessmg. * 

And I will Hess them that bless thee, and curie hint 
that curseth thee : and in thee shall all the families' of 
the earth be blessed. 

So Abram departed, as the Lord liad'spokeii ubtd 
htm; and Lot went with him : and Abram was seyehty 
and five years old when he departed out of Haran.' < 
, And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his 1 brother's 
son, and all their substance they had gathered; and *he 
souls that they had gotten in Haran ; acfd they went 
forth to go into the land of Canaan," and into the fend 
of Canaan 'they came. 

And Abram passed through the land unto the place 
of Sichem, unto the plain of Moreb. And the l?a- 
naanite was then in the land. ' 

And the Lord appeared unto Abram, and Said, l^nto 
thy seed will I give this land : and there builded h& an 
altar unto the Lok d, who appeared unto him. e 
• And be removed from thence unto a mountain on* the 
east of Bethel, and pitched his tent, having Bethel on the 
west, and Hai on the east ; and there he builded ail altar 
unto the Lord, and called upon the name of the Lord* 

And Abram journeyed, going on still towards* the 
south. : : 

And there was a famine iii the land; and "Abram 
went down into Egypt to sojourn there ; "for the famine 
was grievous in the land* ' ~~ 

Vol. I. E ANNOTATIONS 



ANNOTATIONS a.* d JRBFLECTIONS. 
^ is likely ^hat^dfte^the dispersion of. mankind at the 
Tower of Babel, the Lo r d, as a punishment for their not 
humbling themselves, withdrew His visible presence; for 
• ;we do not read of- his appearing on earth again, till 
some generations afterwards ; however, tl^e i knowledge 
of the true religion could not have been lost to the world, 
i.jf. P*°pl e nac ^ been intent on serving . Him in an accept- 
able manner; but it is conjectured, that the greatest part 
r of ,the nations, into which the,worJd was divided, instead 
of keeping to the. religion of Noah, gradually fell into 
idolatry, some entirely neglecting the worship of the 
< true Qoo,^n4 fancying a plurality of Gods; others cor- 
v rupung the, worship of Him, by practices of their own 

invention, such as still subsist in the eastern countries. 
;'. -God was pleased to suffer these abominations to pre- 
vail for«a time, perhaps to give occasion for shewing the 
necessity of Divine revelation, and for displaying His 
; wisdom and goodness, of which we should not have had 
such striking instances, if His power had immediately 
destroyed false worshippers : God, however, resolved to 
manifest Himself to the world, that all men might know, 
when they saw His mighty acts, that He is the only 
God ; for this purpose, He determined to raise up a pe- 
culiar people, amongst whom he would maintain His 
honour, and keep up the expectation of the promised 
Saviovr. 

Leaving, then, the idolatrous nations to follow their 
wicked abominations for a season, the Lord God ap- 
peared to. Abram, and promised that, if he would obey 
His voice, He would make of him a great nation, and 
that in his seed all the nations of the earth should be 
blessed ; which last words we understand to mean, that 
from Abram, should descend, at the appointed time, the 
Saviour of the world. 

Tbi 
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This promise/ which we may, consider a* the begin- 
ning of a new period of prophecy, was two-fold, relating 
first to a temporal blessing, to be bestowed on* Abram's 
descendants ; and secondly, to a general blessing, to be 
( conveyed through them to all the other nations of the 
earth. v - 

Abrara, without the least hesitation, immediately left 
his native home, journeying from place to place ; and 
built an altar to the Loup* wherever he took up his 
. abode, that he might fully express his faith, by offering 
the sacrifices ordained by the Lord; and from this 
time he devoted himself entirely to the Loud God. 
God's calling Abram, in the manner here related, is 
. to be considered as an instance of His free grace or fa* 
vour to mankind. We do not read that Abram had 
any claim to this distinction ;- but - God knew that he 
would be faithful, and set a worthy example to the 
world : and the Scriptures teach us to regard Abram as 
a pattern of faith and obedience. In the first instance, 
he is exhibited to us as ready to follow theJight of Di- 
vine revelation. No sooner did the Lord God appear 
to him, and require him to leave his native country, 
than he obeyed, and went out, not knowing the. place 
of hjs destination *.-— His ultimate hopes were fixed on 
a city, an eternal one, whose builder and maker is 
God \ ; and therefore he was not anxious about the 
concerns of this fluctuating world. 

|t is .supposed that Terah left Up, because the people 
of Chaldea were such idolators, as entirely to neglect the 
worship of the true God, who was still adored by most 
nations of, the earth, though instead of honouring the 
„ Lord, they made to themselves images or representations 
of the Deity, according to their own imagination. 

As Abram was no more than seventy- five years old, 

* See Heb. xi. 8, 9, + Ibid 10. 

E 2 when 
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when he left Haran, Sarai, who was the daughter of his 
youngest brother, matt hare been a young woman. 

At the latter part of the chapter from whence this 
section is taken, it *is related, that Abram, being fearful 
that some of the Egyptians would be enamoured wkk 
his wife's beauty and kill him in order to "Obtain her, 
desired Sarai to say' she was his sister. Sarai obeyed 
Jiim; in consequence of this, Pharaoh, king of Egypt, 
took her to his house, intending to make her his* wife, 
and the Lord sent plagues upon him and his family; 
but as soon as Abiraelech knew that Sarai was Abram 's 
wife, he returned her to her husband, and dismissed 
4hem from Egypt. 

By what raearis the Lord directed Abram to, Ca- 
naan is not related ; but we may conjecture, with great 
probability, that the patriarch was guided by some vi- 
sible token of the Divine presence, as his descendants 
were afterwards. 

We find that Abram, after the Lord had called him, 
followed the religion of Noah ; built altars to the Loa d, 
acknowledged Him to be God, and offered sacrifices to 
Him alone. The calling of Abram may be considered 
as a kindnels to the posterity of Shem, to whom the 
Load had promised, by Noah, to be a God, in a pecu- 
liar manner*. * 

Christians are taught, by the example of Abram, to 
direct their hopes j to 'the same heavenly country as he 
'-jtfid ; but without the aid of Divine revelation they 
Cannot find the way to it. Happily for us, the same 
Lord, who was a guide to Abram, b ready to be our 
guide also. The Lord must not indeed be expected 
to appear to us as he did to Abram, nor is there occa- 
sion for Him to do so, because those purposes of Divine 
- providence, for which the Lord so* particularly direct* 

* See Section xi. 
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•d this good patriarch, have been completed ; and the 
way to the heavenly country is exactly described in His 
fwrittcn word j let us therefore study it with the utmost 
attention, and pay a Beady obedience to those Divine 
commands which it contains, not suffering; our worldly 
interest to attach us too strongly to the concerns of this 
transitory life* 



SECTION XV. 

THE WIS TORY OF AB* AM CONTINUED, GX>d'S PRQilHES 

AGAIN RENEWED. 

From GenetU, Chafi. xiii. / 
And Abram went up out of Egypt) he, and hi* wife, ' 
and all that h$ had, and Lot with him,, into, the souths 
And Abram was very rich in cattle, ia silver, and ii* 
gold. 

And he went on his journeys from the south, even to. 
Beth-el, unt* the place where his tent had been at the 
beginning, between Beth-el and Hai, unto the place o£ 
the altar, which he had made there at the first:, and 
there Abram called on the name of the Lord. 

And Lot also, which went with Abram, had flock* 
and herds, and tents. And the land was not able to* 
bear them, that they might dwell together: for their 
substance was greats so that they, could not dwell to* 
gether. 

' And there was a strife between the herdmen off 
Abram's. cattle* and the herdmen. of Lot's cattle : and 
the Canaanite and the Perizzite dwelled thenftn tht 

bad-' i ■.:.'-.; • V 

And Abram said unto Lot, Let there be no strife, \ 

way thee, between me and thee, and between my. 

henjfnen and thy herdmen:. for we be brethren. 

Is not ^ whole land before thee? Separate thyself,, 

Ijrag thee,, fcpm W • if; thou wilt take to th$ left* fcanxV 

£ 3 then 
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then I will go to the right ; or if thou depart to the 
right hand, then I will go the left. 

: And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the plain 
of Jordan, that it was well watered everywhere, before 
the Lord destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, even as Ihe 
garden of the Lord, like the land of Egypt, as thou 
come6t unto Zoar. ..... 

Then Lot chose him all the plain of Jordan; and Lot 
journeyed east : and they separated themselves the one 
from 'the otherr ' " E " ''" '' : * ^ 

Abram dwelled in the land/of Canaan, and Lot dwell- 
ed in the cities of the plain, and' pitched his tent toward* 
Sodom. 

•But the men of Sodom were wicked, and sinners be-* 
fore the Lor d exceedingly. 'J- - ■ ^ 

And the Lord said unto Abram after that Lot* was* 

ft • * '• * m 

separated from him, Lift* up- now thine" eyes/ and look 
from 'the -place where* thou art, north wardj °and south- - 
w^rd, and eastward, and westward. ,'■..•, J 

- For all the land which thou seest,- to\thce will I gnre' 
it, and to thy seed for ever. . - l '-' ' '•"■ J l - ;i 

And I will make thy seed'as the dust bf'fche earth; 
fidthat if a man can number the dust of the earth, their 
sfcall thy seeM also be numbered : '' -' -' 

' Ari3e> walk- through the land in the length 1 of it, and 1 
in the breadth of it : for I will give it unto thee. 



Annotations and reflections; 



<. * 



The inhabitants of Canaan were not immediately- 
driven away to make room for Abram ; r but from thi* 
time he had a right to consider the land as the inheri- 
tance of his ' posterity : however, he was contented with- 
•och a portion of it, as was sufficient for thef maintenance 
of himself and his dependants ; btt t it was/ without doubt. 



rery comfortable to him to receive from the' Supreme 
Gover'kor of*' the world, a grant of country sufficient 
for the sustenance of the numerous posterity which 
was promised to him. 

From tttis part of Abram's history, we should learn * 
to pay regard to religion, wherever we go : to be kind 
arid obliging to relations, and to place a firm treat and 
confidence in the ^iomises of Goo. The friendly and' 
courteous- behaviour of Abram to Lot, is highly worthy 
of imitation, as- it was calculated* to promote peace and' 
harmony, which are too often destroyed bf the dispute* ' 
or relations, and disagreements among their servants. - 

. SECTION XVI. 

.. . abram's covenant with abimelech. 
I JFrdm 'Otmshf Chap* xx. 

An d Abram journeyed from thence toward the south/ 
ctmhtry, and dwelled befuFeeri' Kadesh and Shur, and 
sojourned in Gerar. ' And 'Abram said of Sarah mV 
wife, srfe4s my sister: and Abimelech king of Gerar* ; 
8&t and%o4 Sarah. , '^' ... 

But God came to Abimelech in a dream by • night, 
and said' to hintf; 'Behold, tlfou' art -But a dead man, for 
the woman which* thou hast taken :' for she is a manV 
wife. And Abimelech said, Loud, wilt thou slay also 
a righteous- nation ? 

Said he not unto me, She is my sister ? and she, even 
she heraeh? sfafd, f He is my brother ? In the integrity of 
my heart, atad- innocency of my hands, have I done 
this. 

And God said unto hint' in a dream, Yea, 1 know that 
.thou didst this in the integrity of thy heart; for I also 
withheld thee from dinning against me. 

Now, therefore, restore the man -his wife 5 for he is a 

E 4> prophet, 
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prophet, and. he shall pray far thee, and thou shalt lire, 
and if thou restore her not, know thou that thou shait 
eij rely die, thou, and all that are thine. 

Therefore Abimelech rose early in the morning* and 
called all his servants, and told all these tbiegs in their 
ears : and the men were sore afraid. 

Then Abimelech called Abram, and said unto him 
What hast thou done unto us ? and in 'what . have I of* 
fended thee, that thai* hast brought on me, and on my 
kingdom, a great sin ? thou hast done deeds unto me 
that ought not to be done. 

And Ahimelech said unto A brain, What sawest thou, 
that thou hast done this thing ? And Abram said, Be- 
cause I thought, Surely the fear of God is not, in this 
place ; and they will slay rae for my wife's sake. 

And yet indeed she is my sister : she is the daughter 
of m}r father, but not the daughter *f my mother : and 
she. became my wife* 

And it came to pass, when Goi> caused me to waa«. 
der from my father's house, that I said ucto her, ThU 
is thy kindness which thou shaft shew untp f me ; at 
every place whither we shall come, say of me, He is my. 

brother. - ■ ' ' \ >■ » ' 

• And Abimelech cook sheep, , sad open, and men-ser- 
vants, and women servants, and gave them unto Abram, 
and restored him Sarah his wife* And Abimelech said* 
Behold, my land is before thee : dwell where it pfeweth 
thee. . ' , , . ," 

And iro*o_ Sarah he said, Behold, I hA*e gfren thy- 
brother a jtopusand pieces of silver: ; beMd he \* to thee 
a covering of the eyes unto all that are with thee, and, 
with all other ^ rfrus r «he was reproved 

{So hhra..^ grayed unto the LpRi> for Abimelech and 
his wife, and his serya^ts, and the J* orb heard him. 

And it came to p#s r a* : jtfwt tine, that AUa^clech^ and 

< Phichol 



( si" y 

Phichol the chief captain-; of his host, spake unto Abfttn*. 
saying* Go a is with thee in all that thou doest. 
. , Now, therefore* swear unto me here by God, that* 
thou wilt not deal falsely with me, nor with my soil 
aor with my son's son : but according to the kindness 
that I hare done unto thee thou shalt do unto me, and 
to the land wherein thou, hast sojourned. 

And Abram said,. I will swear. And Abram reproved 
Abimelech because of a well of water, which Abimer 
lech'* servants had violently taken away. 
. And Abimelech said, I wot not who hath done this 
thing ; neither didst thou tell me, neither, yet heard j 
*fit but to-day. And Abram took sheep and oxen* 
and gave them unto Abimelech : and both of them; 
made a covenant. -And. Abram set seven ewe-lambs of 
the Bock by themselves* , ' 

And Abimelech said unto. Abram, What mean these; 
seven ewe~lambs which thou hast set. by themselves £ 
And he said, for. these seven ewe lambs shalt thou take 
of my. hand, that they may he a witness unto me that L 
have digged this well. 

Wherefore he catted that place Beer sheba ;. because 
there they sware both of them. Thus they made, a co» 
venam at Beer sheba ; and Abram planted, a grove in 
Beer sheba, and called there on the name of the Lord, 
the everlasting God. And Abram sojourned in- the 
Philistines land many days. 

Then Abram removed his tent, and came and dwelt 
kv the plain of Mamre, which is in Hebron, and. built' 
there an altar unto the Loan* 

ANNOTATIONS* and REFLECTIONS* % 

The events which are here related^seem to belong to 
& tarty jart pf Abnwa'* history j buot is impossible to 

£ 5 ascertain 
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ascertain their exact period ; nor is it of material conse- 
quence to do so > (as oar present business is not with the 
chronology, but the ftraetieal instruction of the old testa* 
snent) or many reasons might be produced to shew, 
that in the Bible they are not related in their natural 
order. Perhaps the sacred historian . might hare some 
motive respecting the Jews, for this arrangement; but 
there can no ill consequences ensue to Christians from 
transpositions of this Mature; and, therefore, we wilt 
consider these' circumstances as happening while Abram 
and Sarai were young. The Philistines were a people 
originally descended from Misraim, the son of Ham. r 

It is evident that Abimelech was on the whole a ' 
pious man, for he feared the Lord, and abhorred the 
crime of adultery, so that he would not take away an- 
other man's wife ; though, according to a wicked - cut* 
torn, which prevailed in the world at that time, he did 
Hot scruple to have a plurality of wives. 
; It also appears that the Lord did not limit Divine 
revelation to Abram only; for both Pharaoh and Abi- 
melech were acquainted by means of it, that they were 
in danger of committing a trespass, that would, accord- 
ing to the dispensation they lived under, bring heavy 
judgments on *.heir kingdoms. 

We may further infer from this section, that th« 
trace' of God was not yet withdrawn from all the na- 
tions of the earth, for Abimelech was* prevented by it 
from perpetrating a crime, which he wouid otherwise 
have committed. The metftod of Divine grace is like-* 
wise explained.^ God did not lay an absolute restraint 
on the will of Abimelech, but represented to him the 
sinfulness of the action, and the punishment that would 
follow the commission of it. 

By Mram's being appointed to pray for Abimelech, 
ye may understand, that the patriarch had been made 

.;'-** acquainted 
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mcquainted with the pure worship, of Gov, and knew 
how to address Him without those superstitious rites, 
which it is more than probable the Philistines used at 
that time. 

AbimelecfTs expostulation with Abram had great 

justice in it ; and Abram's apology was by no means a 

good one ; but as we do not find that he practised this 

kind of deception afterwards, we may conclude, he was 

convinced that he had acted upon false principles. 

The rebuke which Abimelech gave to Sarai, inti- 
mates that she made a greater display of her beauty than * 
was proper for a married woman. The sum he pre- 
sented* her with, to buy a veil, amounted to about 571. 
of our money; The covenant which Abram entered 
into with this king, is farther proof that Abimelech • 
waa a pious man, which justifies r Abram for making an * 
alliance with him. His giving him- a consideration. for \ 
the well intimates, that God had not given the gnant - 
of the land of the Philistines to Abram as an inherit- 
ance. 

The grove which Abram, planted was to serve the 
purpose of a temple or place of public worship ;-.heEey 
in all probability the good patriarch assembled his* fa* J 
. roily, to pay adoration to the Lokd, the Everlasting 
God. Afterwards,* when the Tabernacle was made, 
grove wajftoip. waa, forbidden* fox it had . been . greatly 
abused Ly idolators. . The efficacy of Divine revelation 
in Ablmelech's case, should lead all, wjio are tempted ' 
to commit the crime of adultery, to the same source. 

If the crimes of Kings are likely to bring punishment* 
on their subjects, those who have a virtuous Severeigni* 
are bound in policy, as well as duty, to pray for the 1 ccfoi* 5 
tintJanceof his life ; and if adultery is among those vices 
which bring national judgments on a guilty land,, every * 
subject ihould avoid ■ the practice of it t'-aad^those who ; 
: ;. eg have 
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have actually committed it, must seek- for pasdoa 
through a mediator, for they Can obtain pardon and 
grace no other way. v 

Evasions approach so near to falsehood, -that they must 
be displeasing to a God ot perfect truth; and we may 
understand from the dangers and difficulties to which, 
they exposed Abram and his wife, that the incidents- 
relating to his behaviour in Egypt and Philistia, are re* 
corded as warnings, not as examples to the world* 

Before we proceed, it will be proper to observe* that 
jacred history set* before us the faults and failings, a* 
well as the virtues of particular people. That part 'of 
each person's character in which they are chiefly worthy 
of imitation, is plainly pointed out, and their general 
behaviour described in such a manner, that we may 
easily form a judgment of the propriety and, impro- 
priety of their conduct. Divine revelation does not per* 
Torm, the office of human reason, but kindly assists it in* 
natters beyond the reach of its powers; therefore* 
whenever the scriptures do not pass that censure upoo? 
the bad actions of those whose history it relates, which* 
they appear to deserve, it is. because, the Spirit of Gai* 
doe* nothing unnecessarily, 

SECTION XVII. 

4VKA1C RESCUES LOT, AND PAYS TYTWE* TO> 

MELCH1SE&CK. • 

From Genesis, Chap, xiv. 

t Ani> there was war between Chedorlaomer, king of 
3E|an>, and his confederates, and Be?a king of Sodom* 
an^Uip* confederates. . * 

. And the vale of Siddim was full of slime pits ; and 
the king's of Sodom and Gomorrah fled, and fell there y. 
and they that remained fled to the mountains, . 

Mi 



Aiixfchcy took ail the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah*. 
and all their victuals, and went their way* And they took. 
Lat, Abrara's brother's son j^wha dwelt in Sodom) and his 
goo4?9 and departed;. ( 

And there came one that had escaped, and told' Abram 
the Hebrew r for he dwelt in the plain of Mamre the Am* 
orite, brother of Eshcoi* and brotheu of Aner :. and these 
were confederate with Abram.. 

N And when Abram heard that his brother was taken . 
captive, he armed his trained servants? born in his own 
house, three hundred and eighteen, and pursued them 
unto Dan. 

And he divided himself against them, he and his ser* 
▼ants by night* and smote them, and pursued them*, 
unto Hobah, which is on the left hand of Damascus*. 
And he brought back all the goods, and also brought: 
again his brother Lot, and his. goods, and the women, also,, 
and the people. 

And the king of Sodom, went out to meet him, .(after 
his return from the slaughter of Chedorlaomer, and of 
the king* that were with him) at the valley of.Shaveh, 
which is the king's dale. 

. And Mekhisedek king of Salem, brought forth bread 
and wine, and he was the priest of the most high God*. 
And he blessed him? and said, Blessed be Abram of the 
most high God, possessor of heaven and earth: and 
* blessed be the most high God, which hath delivered 
thine enemies into thy hand. And he gave him tithes of 
all. 

And the king of Sodom said unto Abrara, Give me the 
persons, and take the goods to thyself* 

And Abram said to the king of Sodom, I hajfe lift 
up mine hand unto the Lokd, the most high God, the 
possessor of heaven, and earth, that I will not take from 
a thread even to a shoe-latchet! and that I will net take 

any 
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*ny thing that ig thine, Jest thou shouldest say, I hate 
made Abrara rich : save only that which the young men 
have eaten, and the portion of the men which went with 
me, Aner, Ashcol, and Mamre ; let them take th*ir 
portion. s sy, 

ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 

We read in. a fprmer section, that the descendants 
of the sons of Noah overspread the whole earth. Many 
ages passed, before all parts of the world were inha-* 
bited ; but mankind must have increased very fast, or fc 
there could not have been such a number of kings, as 
we read of in Abram's time. These monarchs had no 
great extent of territory, each reigned over one city and * 
its suburbs. 

As it has been questioned, how those continents came 1 - 
to be peopled, which are widely separated from the parta 
first inhabited after the flood, it will be proper to men- 
tion, that, though all the great quarters of the world, 
are, for the most part, separated from each other by 
some vast extensive ocean, yet there is always some 
place where an isthmus, of small neck of land, is found 
to conjoin them, or some narrow sea is made to distin- 
guish and divide them ; and there in great reason to : 
suppose, though it has not yet been discovered, that 
there may possibly be a small neck of land, by means 
of which some of the descendants of Noah passed into 
America. 

We find, by the account here gives of Abram's. res- - 
cuing Lot, that he was a man of consequence in the 
estimation of his contemporaries. It is supposed, that * 
the king of Sodom, who came to meet Abram, was the 
son of him who fell at the slime pits. Abram's refusal 
of the booty shewed, that he did not engage in the war 

• ' . . fro» r 
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from avaricious motives, but" entirely from that princi- 
ple of humanity and affection, which ought to influence 
every one towards the unfortunate, especially if they 
should chance' to be relations. 

It has been a matter of great depute, who Melchise- 
dek, king of Salem, was, to whom Abram paid tythes- 
The apostle, St. Paul, has written largely on the sub- 
ject*, and made it (as I think) evidendy appear, that 
he was no less than the Lor d himself, who, while man- 
kind continued innocent, might justly be regarded in 
his government of them, as King of Righteousness ; and 
afterwards as King of Peace and Reconciliation for them 
as sinners. But in the fall discussion of this point, it 
would be proper to employ the apostle's arguments, 
which will appear in a much clearer light with the rest 
. of the doctrines of the New Testament ; we will, there- 
fore,pass it over at present. 

" The practical instruction, to be collected from this 
section is, that it is our duty to go to the assistance of 
friends, whenever we can render them essential service ; 
that in all deliverances from our enemies, we are to 
ascribe glory to God ; and that, if we . should discover 
who the King of Righteousness and Peace is, and should 
find that he is ready to meet all who, like Abram, be- 
lieve and trust in the most high God, possessor of heaven 
and earth, we are under an indispensable obligation to> 
pay homage to Him, as it is He alone who can convey 
a divine blessing to us. ' 

SECTION XVIII. 

THE TEMPORAL COVENANT. 

From Genesis, Chap. xv. 

Apt er these things, the Word of. the Lord came 
unto Abram in a vision, saying, Fear not, Ahram : I am 
thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward. 

• Heb. vii. * 

And 
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j^nd ABram said. Lord God, what wilt thou ghm 
me, seeing I go childless, and the steward of my house 
is this Eliezer of Damascus I And Abram . said, Behold 
to me thou hast given, no seed i and k> Lone born, in* 
my house is mine heir! 

And behold the Word of the Loadu came unto- him* 
saying, This shall nut be thine heir. And He brought 
him forth abroad, and said,. Look now towards heaven, 
and tell the stars,, if thou be able to number them. And 
He said unto him, So shall thy seed be. 

And Abram believed in the. Lord, and 1 he counted 
it to Him for righteousness. 

And the^ Lord said unto him, I am the Lord that: 
brought thee out of Uc of the Chaldees, to- give thee* 
this land to inherit it.. 

And he said, Loud God, whereby shall I know that 
I shall inherit it I 

And He said unto him,. Take me an heifer of three 
years old, and a she goat of three years old,, and a ram of 
three years old,, and a turtle dove, and a young pigeon*. 

And he took, unto him all these, and divided therrx 
in the midst, and laid each piece one against another, 
but the birds divided he not. And when the fowls 
came down upon the carcases, Abram drove them, 
away* 

And when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell 
upon Abram, and lo, an, horror of great darkness fell 
upon him.. % 

And the Lord said unto Abram, Know, of a surety 
that thy seed shall Jbe a stranger in a land that is not 
theirs, and shall ser#e them,, and they shaU afflict them, 
four hundred years. 

And also that nation whom they shall serve wM I 
judge : and afterwards they shall, come out with great 
substance. . 

Bat 
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But in the fourth generation they shall come hither, 
again, for the iniquity of the Amorites ia not yet full. 
And thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace, thou shalt 
be buried in a good old age. 

And it came to pass, that when the sun* went down, 
and it was dark, behold a smoaking furnace and a burn*, 
inglamp that passed between those pieces. 

In that same day the Lord made a covenant with 
Abram, saying, unto thy seed have I given this land, 
from the river of Egypt unto the great river, the river 
Euphrates. 

The Kenites, and the Kenizzites, and the Kadmo- 
nites, and the Hittites, and the Perizzites, and the Re- . 
phairas^ and the Amorites, and the Canaanites, and the 
Girgashites, and the Jebusites. 

r t 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

In this chapter, we read, that the Word of the Lor&w 
came 1 *ntO Abram. We are uoght by the Scriptures of 
the New Testament, and, mdeed f by a succeeding veree. 
in fliia section, that the Wobi^ of the Lord is another 
tkle appropriated by the Lord God. The purpose of 
this -vision ssems to hav* been to strengthen Aoranr* 
faith by additional promises. It had been revealed to 
Abram before, that his descendants should be very 
numerous and prosperous, but as he had no present • 
prospect of aa heir, his hope might have failed, had. 
not God thus graciously condescended to encourage it. 

It is said that Abram believed in the Lord, and he 
counted it to Mm for righteousness j that is, ..Abram be- 
lieved that the Lord was God, that He had power to 
dp all things, and was ever faithful to His promises. 
On account of this faith, God, ia his own great mercy* 

fcrgaie 
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Forgave him all the former offences he had committed 
against Him, when he did not worship him according 
to His Holy Will, and regarded him as a righteous or - 
just person, fit to be taken into covenant with Him ; 
and even condescended to confirm this covenant after 
the custom of men ; for in antient .times, it was usual - 
in solemn contracts to divide animals in the manner 
here described, and for the parties to pass between* 
them*. In the performance of this ceremony, Abram 's* 
faith was farther exercised, for he se£ms to have_ watched^ 
a long time waiting for the Lord's coming to ratify 
the covenant. 

The sleep which fell upon Abram was .from the 
Lord. The horror which attended it was figurative 
of the misery of his descendants ; and the prophecy 
concerning the Egyptian bondage, was designed, with- 
out dophl, as a future evidence of the foreknowledge of 
God ; and that part of it which pronounced deliverance, 
Was intended as a comfort and encouragement, tcf-le 
kept in reserve for his posterity, when they should to**> 
under the calamities that are here predicted. vi ' : * t 

From the promise to Abram, that he should £• to hir- 
fathers in fteace, it has been inferred, that there is a 
pta'ce to which "the souls of the deceased go, where theyr. 
find those of their relations and friends. 
- From the expression, the iniquity of the Amorites is not 
yet futt f we may understand, that it is the course of : 
Divine Providence to spare wicked nations^ so as not! 
entirely to extirpate them. We also learn, that when 1 
arrived at the height of presumptuous sin, they can bo 
longer be suffered to remain, without bringing an im- 
putation on the justice of God. _ •' * 

The smoakmg furnace, and burning lamp, were 

» 

* See Jer. xxxiv. 18, 19- 

tokens 
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tokens of the covenant which God at this time made 
with Abram concerning the temporal state of his de- 
scendants. ' v 

~ We read in a former section*, that the Lord pro- 
mised Abram to give to him (as an inheritance for the 
numerous generations that were to proceed from him) 
all the land which he could at that time behold, and 

w 

commanded him to take a particular survey of it; we 
find, section xvi, that he afterwards setded, and dwelt 
in the plam of "Mamre. It is therefore most likely, as' 
We 'hafve already supposed, that he removed from place- 
to place, and in this .peregrination, abode in Egypt, and" 
Philistia, by which means he had opportunity to ex- 
amine the state and extent of the, country. 

In this section, we* iind the Lor d fulfilling , his pro- 
mise, by giying.JtjMsjapdj to Abram> f OMenfj. z:: ^ 

The nations, whose right of inheritance is here 
transferred to the'&ed 6f : Abram, ^were ' descendants of 
Canaan the son. of Hani* .They were at that time 
wicked idolatorsi and afterwards became most daring 
and presumptuous sinners. 

We should learn ,$'001 -this section, to consider God 
as the Supreme Governor of the universe, portioning 
out, the earth, and transferring,., the. inheritance pf.iu 
different -territories from age to age, according to his 
good pleasure: This should teach the people of every 
nation to endeavour to obtain \p& favour, rather than 
confide in their own strength, God is a shield, de- 
fending from, dangers all, those who^place their trust in 
Him ; and a re warder of all those who diligently serve 
Him ; for Heis, no' respecter of persons. 

The nature and efficacy of Abram 's fa&h is explained 
fey the Apostolic writings ; and from them, we also 

* See Section xvi. 
; learn, 
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learn, thot by the teed of jftrdw™* we are to trader^ 
stand, not merely those w}»o were hi* natural descend- 
ants, but also those who believe in the Loud like 
him. St. John the Baptist first taught this doctrine* j 
and our Saviour afterward* . . • 

It is to be observed, that Abrara was justified (or 
esteemed just)-by faith, before any express law was given. 
him. This circumstance (as we read in the. Epistles) 
furnished the Apostles' with many arguments .in, faxofux 
of the Gentiles, against the Jewish nation 5 for it iplajjo|£ 
shews, that the wodfcs of the; JMiosaic law were ; aot.,00 
cessary for justification to. all sons of people*, 

SECTION XIX v 
*hi -bistort o* A*&k*t'C6irrrHViL4* <'-•'• 

' . ■ i . ~ ».-.' ^ . VI. ill 

TH* flJUTH OF 18HMASJU 

* ^ lf»»*« - J v # . s * 

From (jfeaeshf Chah. xvu 

• . « » ■ . » • 

Now Sarai, Abram's wife* bare htm no> children* r tM 
she fcad an hand-ranid, an. Egyptian, : whose name Wat 
rlagatv •» •*"■•--' ■>> :***".';, 

AsdiS^ ; AtwrnN wife, took Hagar h*r maid* tfte- 
Egyptian, and gave her to her husband Abram,- fi» fee' 
his wife. And her mistress was despised in her eyeai 

.And Saratsajd untoi Abratn, My wrong be fcpork 
thee; for I have given, my maid into thy bosom, anoV 
new I ^m despised in her eye* : the Loft* judge be-i 
tween me and thee. 

But Abram said- wi«o Sa*ai» Behold, ihy roatd is m 
thy hand $ do to her "as \t pkaseth thee. And when Sarai 
dealt hardly wish her, she rled from her face. 

* Matt. iii. 9,/ . 

And 
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And thtangdtaf the Lord found her by * fountain 
•of water in the wtiderness, by the fountain in the way 
to Shut, > 

And he said, Hagar, Sarai's maid, whence earnest 

thou ? and whither wilt thou go ? AneVrfihe said, I .flee 

froip the face of my mistress, Sacau And the angel of 

the Lord said unto her," Return to thy mistress, and 

submit thyself under her hands. ., 

And the angel of the Lord sa*d unto her, I 'will 
multiply thy seed exceedingly, that it shall not be num- 
bered for multitude* 

AnoVthe angel of the Lord said unto her, Behold 
thou shah bear a son, and thou shalt call his name Ish- 
jnael ; because the Lord hath heard thy affliction. 

And he will be a wild man ; his hand will be against 
every man, and every man's hand against him : and 
he shall dwell in the presence of all his brethren. 

And she called the name of the Lord that spake unto 
iier, Thou Goaseest me: for she said, Have I also here 
looked after him that seeth me ? 

Wherefore the well was called Beer-lahai-roi ; be- 
hold, it is between Kadesh aid Bered. 

And Hagar bare A^ram a son: and Abram called 
his son's name, which Hagar bare, IshmaeL 

And Abram was fourscore and six years old, when 
Hagar bare Ishmael to Abram. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Hagar appears to have been guilty of a fault in treat- 
ing her mkttress with disrespect ; but Sarai should not 
have resented it with so much severity. 

The promise here made to Hagar is a remarkable 
prophecy, which ifr at this very time' fulfilling in the 
world, as will be explained in its prope# pltrte* '• 

If 
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r * It ft said that the AkoEL tfM-T&kr.haaA her, &<% 
\ From thi* expression, some interpreters have been led to 

suppose that it was a created dngel, but in this very 
' section we are told the contrary. So far was Hagar 

from entertaining this idea, that she addressed the Lord 

who spoke unto her as God ; we may therefore con- 
, elude, that the term An gel ef the Lord is synonimous 

with the Image 0/ God, and. applicable to the Deit^t 

alone, the Son of God. 

The chief practical lesson which presents itself in this 

section is, that it is the duty of servants to submit to 

' theif mistresses, even if the latter carry their displeasure 

* to an unreasonable height; and that it is much wiser 

, to do .80, than ta expose themselves, to difficulties and 

distresses through pride and resentment. 

SECTION XX. 

THE EVERLASTING COVENANT RENEWED WITH 
ABRAM. CIRCUMCISION APPOINTED. 

From Genesis, Chap* xvii.» 

And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the 
Lord appeared to Abram, and said unto him, I am the 
Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou perfect. 
And I will make my covenant between me and thee, 
and I will multiply thee exceedingly. 

And Abram fell on his face; and God talked with 
him, saying, As for me, behold, my covenant is with 
thee, and thou shalt be a father of many nations. Nei- 
ther shall thy name be called any more Abram; but 
. thy name shall be Abraham; for a father of many na- 
. tioos have I made thee. 

And I .will make thee exceedingly fruitful, and I 

will 
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•will-make nation* of thee: and kings shall come out of 
thee. 

And I will establish my covenant between me and 
' thee,and thy seed-after thee, in their generations, fo r 
an everlasting COVENANT ; to be a GOD unto thee, 
• and: to thy seed after thee. 

And Ir wiy give unto thee, and to thy. seed after thee, 
the, land wherein thou art a stranger* all the land of Ca- 
naan,' foi\ an everlasting. possession; and I will be their 
God. 
( And, God said ur\to Abfaham; Thou' ehalt keep my 
covenant, therefore, thou, and thy seed after thee, in 
. "their generations. 

This is my covenant, which ye shall keep between 
• me, and you, and thy seed after thee : Every male child 
amongst you shall be circumcised. He that is. born in 
thy house, and he that is bought with thy money, must 
needs be circurrJcised ; and my covenant shall be in your 
flesh for an everlasting covenant. 

And it shall be a token of the covenant between 
me and you. And the uncircumcised man-child shall 
be cut off from his people : he hath broken my co- 
venant. 

And God said unto Abraham, as for Sarai thy wife, 
thou shdlt not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall her 
name be. And I will bless her, and give thee a son 
also of her ; yea,I will bless her, and she shall be a mo- 
ther of nations 5 kings of people shall be of her. 

Then Abraham fell upon "his face, and laughed, and 
said in his heart, Shall a child be born unto him that is 
an hundred years, old ? and shall Sarah, that is ninety 
years old, bear ? 

And Abraham said unto God, O that Ishmael might 
live before thee ! 

And God said, Sarah thy wife shall bear a soa in- 
deed 
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deed ; and thou shah call his name Isaac V and I vfifL 
establish my covenant with him for an everla sting' co- 
venant, and with his seed after "him. 

And as for Ishmael, I hare lieard thee: Behold, I 
have blessed him, and will make him fruitful, and will 
multiply him exceedingly ; twelve princes sfeaH proceed 
from him ; and I will make him a great nations 

But my covenant will 1 establish with Isaac, -wham 
Sarah shall bear unto thee at this Bet time in the next 
year. ^ , 

And He left off talking with him, and God went up 
irom Abraham. 

And Abraham took Ishmael his son, and all that were 
bora in his house, and all that Were bought with money, 
ievery male among the mea of Abrahams jiouse; and 
cirettmcised them, in the self-same day as God had 
saidiunto him* 

And Abraham was %mety years old and nine when 
he was circumcised. And Ishmael his son was thirteen 
years old. ^ 



**?• 



ANNOTATIONS akd REFLECTIONS. . 

In a former section, we read of a Temporal Covenant* 
which the Lord God .made with Abram ; we here. find 
the Lord appearing unto this patriarch again, in order 
to make a General and Everlasting Covenant with him, 
or rather to confirm that at first made with Adam and 
Eve, and afterwards established with Noah, and from 
.him transferred to Shem, from whom Abram des- 
cended. - . 

Abram was himself well convinced, that the Lor jj 
was the Almighty God ; but the Lord foresaw, that 
persons in succeeding generations would form erroneous 
opinions concerning Him j and for this reason (as we 

may 
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pflMflM^ M^jfeeti^ dsBSasedpi *■*• • "^ ^PC* 
guiog> to* en«erf in«K oMBtt wish* Mbrmm w&* **$ 
Goi>,aariii* a;***** 

Ittftt ftcfrfad af Ah— >t tktt tar jfabl* b# jUijfftli 
or entirely devoted to-tkr A«Att«a*r CkaMfeWkfeg 
dik. nimm tti kk*w*f*\p^ ' • • ' - 

\felfB^re*MM is? ttyptnt> fbrfl> *»t 1d » &gfe» tM 
lH*w Hmg* W^Jtiaii^ile* tAh fgfcpletfie** gWry, 
ibr AbranfcHc#r*Ws fads iff <lbmbfe*!laitrti«ftft;~ l • 

kt i# oUn a ab lev itavalb hirtag? t«peflttd> dfe'fM 

mises of the former covenant, 'Ml 4Ntagt& At Art'* 

«aae €0 Abmkasft, whscii waaraostP grand* aifeftt fc*t*ur- 

able*, the Lord gtaokMfcy pstoOMftted WPdMfollifcr Atf 

temntft, and exaendcit-fei sftirittt&tlleftaiiiglfr ftr *b*we 

otty ariettas* the mp*afomJbmi(llira* Git*** tftf* 

jm4 /* % stokofim Ak* ft was> yet a > tafge tim befcae 

Ab^am's tttter could be q»hi|dhtl> co m gnat a degree 

ae- w here peaxmbe&y pftdnoaMyt gea*tfaii»a«* wooldi m> 

cessively pass away* baffinetba heathen* i»tiativu**fe t& 

to <hive» oat; wettay tberefeaei cdnclad*^ that A6ra« 

kau tashedr> (at thr Apoattet* the Hgtoeferstettpecrtfc fef 

/to*w tafer coo*sy>>thnthr an haaomty ; <mk#*firt>&a* 

Tbi^taitfeajfart paesage* rf* Stripttweyin whteti tfe 
Lord is styled the Gon of Abraham ; it will ttaMfat* 
to prober ttt coasid*r*hafc consatietioft may be v pritf on 
tMtu e«£ret*ia»- TSartea* just qd*t«d, tapltea tftot* it 
imaat * «m*#th«ig>' more lira* tto fitow of Gari* id tffta 
tfty artbe patriarch, and hie<s?ed> art* oaf SWiOtftf, 
in his discourse with the Sadducees}, intimates very 

* Abnrm vigirififes-fligh ftrther ;— Abraham; father of a great 
MtrftittHtei 

4 Heb. xi. 16. % IXkt'xk* S7, 3& 

▼fetv I. F ftrongly, 



•trongry, that krfeasi reference to a future 8Ute v Whe- 
ther Abraham : had any expectation .of. a- resurrection 
from the dead, is not expressly told us ; but it is cer- 
tain, that he believed the power of Gbv to be equal to 
the bringing about such an event. - 

Hiring promised such great and .extensive privileges 
to Abraham and his posterity* Gob next proceeded to 
appoint a rite, by Which they should be cUstingutshtd 
as his peculiar people* This rite was to serve .sis. a 
Uim -of their faith and obedience; it consisted in. mik- 
ing a mark in their flesh. 

» That Sarai might have an equal dignity with her 
husband, her name was also changed*. 

The good old Patriarch, pleased with the thoughts 
that Sarah would partake the honour intended for him* 
' could not restrain his joy ; but, recollecting thai he had 
already a son, parental affection pleaded in his heart in 
favour of him,-and burst from his lips in the fervent wish— 
O that Ishmatl might live before Thee ! 

To reconcile Abraham's mind to the disappointment 
of Ishmael's being supplanted, God graciously pro- 
mised that he also should *be -very prosperous, and pos- 
sess both riches and honour ; one distinction was how* 
ever reserved for him, who was yet unborn, namely, 
the blessing which related to the jiromued seed of the 



It will be proper to, remark here, that the particular 
•person among Abraham's numerous posterity, to whom 
the distinguishing inheritance was to descend, was fixed 
by the sovereign will of God, and not left to Abraham's 

* Sarai signifies a Prince** ; Sarah, a Princess or Mather of ma- 
ny nations. In those early ages, the heads of families bad the su- 
preme command over their descendants and domestics; and they 
were properly called Princes and Princesses. 

pleasure. 
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pleasure*: The Lord reserved to Himself the pri 
rilege of determining what nation should be His peatBar^ 
people* 
■ From this section we are instructed to acknowledge 
the Lord to be the Almighty Goo; therefore, let us 
on no account degrade Hitn in oar minds, but tiumbk 
ourselves before him, with thanksgivings for His raer* 
ciful condescension in making a . covenant with Abra- 
ham, in which, as we may understand from the New 
Testament, all shall have an interest, who, like Abra- 
ham, beMrve in the Lord, tall on His Holy name, and 
obey those commands, which be has -made known by 
divine revelation. 

The rite of circumcision is now abolished ; but we 
have baptism in its stead, which is the token and pledge 
of a covenant conveying better promises. If it was 
necessary for Abraham and his family, and their de- 
scendants, to comply with the first, it must be our in- 
dispensable duty to comply with the latter. And as in- 
fants were to- be initiated into the one, it is. a natural 
inference that they should be partakers of the other. 
Gan children too early in life be numbered amongst 
God's peculiar people, possessing the pledges of His 
divine promises? L, 

/SECTION XXI. 



THE HISTORY OF ABRAHAM CONTINUED. 

From Genesis, Chap* xrUi. 

And the Lord appeared unto Abraham in the plains 
ofMamre? and he sat in the tent-door in the heat of 
the day. 

And he lift up his eyes, and looked, and lo, three 
met stood by him : and when he saw them, he ran to 

* Rom. fx. 7, 8. 

Y2 meet 
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And said, My Lord, if now I have found * favour ior tt*p> 
*\S$i±.&Hk m awgjfeJi p*ay t^ee*. fro* tfcy, ftftwat. 

■^i^tw^f^^Bifl^ tfibreaf}, ao^cflrtfot W- 

y* WnfetOrJW *?WWh. AM- t%,«ai4t,5fedo aj tfefft 
1 Wk«f«k % : m . 

it, and make cakes upon the hearth. 
AtykAbrj^ntt qnto tfeei^^.and fteh^ a.,oalf 

hajfcd 3 tqflreas,,% 

4n4i%, tc^by^er- an4 : milfc.an4:tht>^M4^ bfehad 
4»P«*& a^j^iti.be&^tbeini^pd h*: «*>9d by^ tip* 
mtfec .thfotree, 4$4 they ; did eat* 

4n4%^ai4 unjft hipi, Wi^ere is Sarah, thy, wife,? A«& 
W«& %hoJ4 ift,tfee tent, , 

AftdAe fa^J, will certainly ret\uftun$fc thge. aj^rdJNg 
tat^e T unj^^jf lifc : apd .Safajfc thy wifer t shaJJ hajra a sfl&* 
And Sarah heard it in the tent-door, whid^, TJfaj^ behind, 
them. 

Now Abraham and Sarah were old, and well stricken 
in years: therefore Sarah laughed within herself. 

And the Loao said onto Abraham/ Wherefore did Sa- 
wWinghi saying,. Shall fcof iwmybm a. cbj& wbich 
an oMil- 

U any thing too hard for the Lor d ? At the time afjpiatr 
tftVItwiUretw* uoiq tfee, aecpjgfeg;** tb^tfcae oOifeafid 
Sarafe«h4lhA*eaaofc, 

Then Sarah denied, saying, I laughed not ; for she was 

aftaidL And he said, Nay/byt^thou didst laugh. 

ANNOTATIONS 
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ANNOt AT16NS *nd REFLECTIONS. 

Vkk fkistconita* tta lippeteranCe of the Irtttb "#* 
^a« 'different tfrotn %hat mtintytHtiiok Vf-tfic tfafftr ^A9- 
**fc, wfck>V~Afcrak*tra had tfedh accritdrtted & J&httft, 
Antt Ate J**** «te*weencter*y f^ -Atogels \ Wt Wft 
At 4Mflfe *** anodic afttiiK* WBte ^M 'udtfer 19Kb 
Mttnaft4te<m, i^tt Al>fA«hllad ? fi»t«(ipfo^ lie %Rk 

IK**** *4te 1** b Wigfct -h-itoe <h6 tigft tittfe Wfftfo 
?tJfefe %MMft& jbe %bn» *$ -tftd ft *fe rtffrt^kUbfe, i&ft ufe 
i^lt^%a^ ilfe'ptitt^,1n1$»e J**etfce 1)fWo dT Kli 
to!}* IRgtilfe, canirig uteA al #8h1tt4& i t& toA ^d tttfc 

Saflth, Mho %Hfl neVeV kt&ttft iff 1BJ Tieoffte fcaVihfc 
thtidreh w^h t6 fat' aSfrah1ce& th file ^ tfcte fenc- her 
hxbbfiti, Wert, ItaA *ol knWttg (U \*fe ifftP^ IfuJ^se % 
tafcit *3t the loiib Hiitiseff &ft pfdmtsefl t* Jen<i 
Aeft'a 8 6to, ^bUld ndt 5t ftrit l&ielfe tifch an eVeTfc 111 
!»>>8^^1t$le&eai£he 1*0*6 ft Itrefig&eV W» 
&th,'fcy 1ft assurSnce, ihSt .fatKri* Was too ford 'fe* 
Him \6 bring "to pass ; and her iieOtri paid a ' r&ite a^- 
•eKtlEb ttft Tropbrtan* truth. : *T*erniied Itffc 'the td'fe* 
(as He now appeared to fee) shoutd take oltence at Bet 
presumption, SaraH committed another fault, 1>y utter* 
tng a falsehood. The Lord knew that this was "no 
wore than the effect of human weakness, suddenly 
feeling the conacroAjsness of siri, and having no time for 
recollection : He therefore took pity on her infirmity ; 
an"3, instead of* punishing her, gent'y informed her, 
that the most secret Hons were known to His ontoi- 
science, leaving her own heart to reproach her for the* 
•*n* the bad committed. 

F 8 From. 
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From this passage of sacred history we we instructed 
that hospitality to strangers is very pleasing in the sight 
of God* It is needless to expatiate on the benevolence 
which displayed itself in Abraham's solicitude, to afford 
his guests all possible refreshment. In that early age. of 
the world there were no inns; and, therefore, these 
supposed travellers, had they been men, would have 
suffered great inconveniencies, from walking in the 
beat of the day, if they could not have gained ad- 
mittance into some family. The present state of the 
world does not require an exact, imitation of Abraham's 
and Sarah's conduct on this occasion ; but it shews their 
characters in a most amiable light; and should incline 
every one to indulge such sentiments as actuated 
them, which will produce a regard to the necessities of 
strangers, and an inclination to assist them with every 
reasonable accommodation. • We cannot expect the 
Lord personally to visit us in the manner He di<\ 
Abraham and Sarah ; because (as has been before ob- 
served), we live under a different dispensation; bu(^ 
the Lord has assured us in the Holy Scriptures, that if, 
We comfort and refresh the weary traveller, for Hit; 
fake r He will esteem it an instance of kindness done to. 
Himself, and recompence it accordingly*. A cup of 
$old water only, given to a stranger, may bring a bless- 
ing to ourselves ; therefore when we behold a fellow 
creature exposed to the scorching heat, or the pinch- 
ing cold, without the means of refreshment, let us call 
to mind the love that is due to- our Lord, and extend 
it to those whom he condescends to appoint as his de- 
puties and representatives to receive it. , 

The Apostle, Peter, admonishes wives to take ex- 
ample from Sarah, who, we are told, honoured her 

*Matl. x. 42. Mark ix. 41. 

husband* 
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husband, coifing him Lord*: This admonitfen: makes 
part of the marriage ceremony . among Christiana ! . it 
therefore concerns all women who enter into the state 
ef wedlock; for having solemnly promised to obey, like 
Sarah, they cannot, without breaking a' covenant Al- 
tered into in the presence of God, exalt themselves 
above their Lords, and refuse thai subordination which 
God originally appointed, When the woman was made 
an help meet for man. ^ 

SECTION XXII. 

ABRAHAM INTER CEDETH FOR SODOIf: 

From Genesis* Chap, xviii. 

And the men rose up from , thence, and looked to* 
wards Sodom : and Abraham went with them to bring 
them on the way. ' 

And the Lord said, Shall I hide from Abraham that 
thing which I de ;, ,.* 

Seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great and 
mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be 
blessed in him K 

For I know him, that he will command his children 

and his houshold after him, and they shall keep the 

way of the Lo*d, to do justice and judgment; that the 

^Lord may bring upon Abraham that which he hath 

spoken of him. 

And the Lord said, Because the cry of Sodom and 
Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is very griev- 
ous* I will go down now, and see whether they have 
done altogether according to the cry of it, which is 
come unto me ; and if not, I will know* 

• I Pet Hi. 6. - - - . • ,» •'*" 

F4 ' And 



And «kt *st* tuneH their, &cet drop tineas** and 
*vet* :«j*wd« 8<>4om;4«t AWabapw Mod yet before 
JsJstL»*i», 

A** Abraham 4sw jmht, and said, Wilt thou ako 
^sts^tt*eaght^ojts*ridi tW wicked? 

VeM^ntmthei*** fifty rigfafepus Awthin ^ie city, 
«wktho«*)sQ destroy imd not "spare th* ^>lace for &e 
:*fiy righteoyrAdt awdiereiii ? 

That be far from thee to do after this fastener, to day 
thr righteoa* with the wicked : and that the righteous 
shall be as the wicked, that be far from thee : shall not 
the Judge of all tbeimtih tiojightf 

A nd tte JU>*D ^d. If I fa4 i* fo4o/9 fify righ- 
teous within the city, then I will spare all the place 
for their sakes. 

And Abraham answered and said, Behold now I 
iave tAen upon me to speak unto the Lord, .Which 
am but dust and ashes, 

JPentdventure ftere *M1 1aek Hve tit tire flfty righ- 
teous : wilt thou destroy all the city ; for isA of Ire ♦ 
And te 8aid,'ff I Unfi there forty and 'five, I w31 not 
'destroy it. 

And he spake unto him yet again, and *aid, Perad- 
renture diere shall be forty Found there. And be laid 
: 1 will not do it for forty's sake. 

And he said ante him, t> let not the Lord be langry, 

and I 'wilt' -speak: Peradventure there shall be thirty 

-found there. And be said, I will not do it If I find 

.thirty there. . ' ? ' ' ' { s ' 

'And he said, Behold now I have taken u^bri'Trte tx> 
cpeak unto the Lord: Peradventure there' 'shall "be 
Werrty found there. Arid he *aid, T w?fl -»ot destroy 
it for twenty's sake. ..?.«'•. 

And he said, O let not the Lord be angry, and I 

will apeak yet but this onoe : ffcitulventure there shall 

be 



te ten &uh4 tJftre. Atid he'stfo 1 , * W» Sbt 'dMIty ft 

for ten s Sake. 

And the Lord went his way) a£ s68n as ne Fact left 
communing with Abraham: ahck Abraham returned 
unto "his place. 

ANNOTATIONS j**d REFLECTIONS: 

Having condescended to accept of Abraham's hospi- 
tality *> the Lord from henceforth regarded him ai< 
His friend f. He knew him to be one who had asm*' 
cere love for Him, who waff reafiy to obey His com* 
mauds in all things, and who would educate his chil- 
dren, and instruct his dependants, in the same pious 
principles; therefore being- about to bring such sl da 
stnxction upon two neighbouring kingdoms, as might- 
strike Abraham's mind with consternation and fear* 
for the safety of himself add family* aad occasion him 
to flee from the neighbeurhoodi and perhaps stagger 
bis faith so ftr as it related to the infinite meTcy of 
Go» j the Lob d resolved td make Abraham acquainted 
with the determination of. divine jastke to rtrspect tfr; 
Sodom, 

• The angelic beings-, who accompanied the Lq*d» 
were dismissed for a purpose which will be related ift 
toe next section* 

It may be observed, tliat. the scourge of . war had 
been sent upon Sodom and Gomorrah without produc- 
ing any. amendment. And it is. also; to be remarked^ 
that the Lord does not appoint deputies' under him, 
and trust to their representations in the moral go* 
vernment of the world, but examines himself into the 

, * * $ee Section xxi. - ' 

, fi Chron. ix. 7. Isaiah xli, 8. James ii. 23. 

F.5 conduct- 
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fctet £um£ Jfe* ia'lirfSfTfftt **■" 

fran-r ,i £rJ=:- jbl ftra ~- 3 #"»' fottB<Ud 

-^. de j therefore, 

len He vuiiif 

earth, we may' 

AKSOTitlCS in KFLS-:;™ ». tnOf and «w- 

Hmtg m&Kr&i aKi tjt a : zxs i*. ie Lord ihould 

«%•, the L^ib ba bmwri r^ = A .^d w muc h' 

Hufeadf. Keiw&ttfc^^^^ Viend doei with 

« lore & Hia. wo u »- . -_ :_ ^ | e » be airored, 

-~. fc ^ !1 true Chriituni 

ik t* i^ saith theDmwt 

s c . , are my Frioidt 

£»... ac Henciforth I coil 

St 4 rf«W ' command 

^ ^ xA the advantage 

^ d him, to intercede 

in like manner pray 

oar own, beseeching 

** o avert His impending 

th His justice so to do, 

from His discourse with 

~ passages of Scripture, to 

spares a city for the sake of 

L it; let us endeavour to in- 

1 ^se, by a careful regard to our 

r, aud die diligent instruction of 
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conduct of human beings, as may be known from this 
instance, as well as from the Fall, the flood, and the 
confusion of languages. 

As soon as Abraham understood that the Lord de- 
signed to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah, he availed 
himself of the divine favour that was shewed to him, 
and interceded for those devoted cities. From the 
gracious manner in which his intercession was re- 
ceived, it is evident that his benevolence was well 
pleasing to the Lord, and would have been effectual, 
had not the measure of their iniquity been full. To 
what a pitch of wickedness must the inhabitants have 
arrived, if they did not furnish even ten righteous per- 
sons: that is, ten who believed in the true God, 
obeyed his will to the best of their knowledge, and 
shewed justice and mercy to their fellow creatures ! 

It appeared to Abraham (who had, as we may sup* 
pose, no time to consider the subject) inconsistent with 
divine justice, that the righteous should suffer with the 
wicked; and supposing that there was no future state 
of retribution, it certainly would be so. In the present 
case, however, God was fully justified in destroying all 
the inhabitants of Sodom, even upon Abraham's prin- 
ciple ; and, as we pursue the history, we shall find His 
dealings with other wicked nations equally reconcile- 
able with perfect mercy as well as perfect justice i we * 
may therefore be certain, that in every national visi- 
tation; the Judge of all tie earth dbeth right. If the 
righteous must, from the nature of the visitation, pe- 
rish with the wicked, God can, and doubtless will, 
recompense them in a future state. 

The intimation which God vouchsafed to give 
Abraham, of his intention to destroy Sodom and Go'- 
morrah, was calculated also to answer the general 
purpose of informing future generations of .mankind 

' through 
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through him, that such awful calamities, as the de- 
struction of whole cities, are not to be ascribed to 
mere. chance or natural causes (as infidels term it). The 
ways of the Supreme Being are uniform, (bunded 
upon motives of the exactest rectitude; therefore, 
what He expressly professed to do, when He visibly 
manifested fits Divine : Presence on earth, we may * 
reasonably ..suppose Him to. do now, secretly and ««. 

How pleasing is it to reflect, that the Lord should 
make his ways known, and honour mankind so much 
as to converse with Abraham as one friend does with 
another ! How much more comfortable to be assured, 
that the same divine being regards all true Christians 
in the same endearing relation ! Thus, saith the Divine 
Friend of Abraham to Christians, Te are my Friend* 
if ye do whatsoever I command you. Henceforth I call 
you not Servants, but Friends* These things I command 
you, that ye love one another* * 

As Abraham therefore embraced the advantage 
which the favour of God afforded him, to intercede 
for Sodom and Gomorrah, let us in like manner pray 
for all nations, particularly for our own, beseeching 
God, of his infinite goodness, to avert His impending 
judgements, if it be consistent with His justice so to do. 
And since we are encouraged from His discourse with 
Abraham, and from other passages of Scripture, to 
think that God sometimes spares a city fof the sake of 
the righteous that are in it; let us endeavour to in- 
crease the number of these, ty a careful regard to our 
Own faith and practice, and the diligent instruction of 
our children and families, that , we may obtain the 



** John xv. \\, \5± w»d. 17. . , ■ . 
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p knMip of 4* L*« » ©*d. And fcf, after ait t>ur 
atipj#fe«6oiw, Ire fee Ms judgements hi tfteWdrlelj nay, 
even if we ttrifer %y Aem offrsefres, let us a cqttfcsc e la 
Afersfarm't rteiiltaef*, tfoat M<? Jtag* of off the earth 
dbefh rigtet mi wfeieh we may boHd a con fident hope, 
<*at what m a pmkhmek to the wicked, will ulti* 
fesaely prove a ■ feleamg t» the rigtoeeu*. 

Ji ia plaitt from (fee tappets!**, fAe Lokd «pr»f A// 
wdp a/fer & Aarf done talking nmth Abraham, that thtE 
WWMtMeaariracta*, bat a leai transaction^, •;„ 



SECTION XXUL 



, *»* DUTRWCTWN OF SODOHl AND eOMOft&AHN 



Jrpm Generis, Cifijfi. six. 



And there came two Angela to Sodom at even ;, and 
JLot sat in the gate of Sodom t and Lot seeing them* 
rose up to meet them 2 and he bowed himself with hi* 
lace towards the ground; and he said, behold now, 
my lords* turn in, I pray you, unto your serrant'a houae?f 
and tarry all nighty and wash your feet, and ye shall 
»ise up early; and go on your waya. 

And they said, Nay, but we will abide in the street, 
all night* And he pressed upon them greatly ; and. 
they turned in unto him, and entered into his. house t 
and he made tl em a feast, and did bake, unleavened* 
bread, and they did eat* 

But before they lay down, the men o£ Sodom x:ora- 
patsed "the house round* both, old and young, all the 

people 



. s 



f»|yfaHfc»*,e^«* (fmdm. .Avd&tfc&r&ixit* Lot* 
and »o*dtu**> fc^ Whim ssfe those nse&whsch mnfc 
ia Os> thee this. night* imsg ihtm. out m*o*«e». 

And Lot mat a* at thedeor o^ifcem> and shot 
thedoor after kirn,, and said* I pray JK* ©mhreo* do 
not so wkkedfy. 

And they said* &aud bdck. AM' they said agatt,. 
Tins one fellow came in to sojourn, and he ^trill need* 
be a -judge i Now watt we deal worn with thfeef thai* 
with them. And they pressed sore upon-. ^ie man* 
em wpon Lot, and came near- to break the doer* 

But the Angels p*t forth their hand*, arid.pofltd Lot 
into the house to them, and shut the door.- And they 
smote the tata that were at the door of the house with 
Mtfcdneea, both small, and great .-so that they wearied 
theitsseroeo to find the door. 

And the Angels said unto* Lot* Hast, thou hero any 
besides? Son* in law* and thy sons, and thy daughters* 
and whatsoever thou, hast in- the city, bring them out of. 
this place ; for we will destroy this place,, became the 
cry, of them is waxen great before the face of the 
Losld 5 and the Loan hath sent no to destroy k. 

And Lot went oat, and spake «»to his sons in> law, 
winch married his, daughters, and oaH, Up, get ye oo* 
of this place; for the Lord will destroy, this city 3 hot 
be seemed as. one that mocked, nolo, his sons in law. 

And when, the morning arose, theft the Angels has* 
seaed Lot* saying, Arise, take thy wife, and? thy two 
daughters which are here, lest the* be consumed in the 
iniquity of the- city. 

And Whiie be lingered* the Angela; laid hold upon hfo 
band, and upon the hand of his \itfe, and upon the 
hand of his two daoghters j the Loriv being merciful 
moo him ; and they brought him forth) and set him 
Without the city. 

* And 
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And it came to pass, that when they had brought' 
them forth' abroad, that Us said, Escape ibr > thy life ; 
look not behind thee, neither stay thou in aH the plain ;. 
escape to the mountain, lest thou be consumed. . 

And Lot said unto him, Oh! not so my Lord.. Be- 
hold now, thy servant hath found grace m thy sight, 
and thou hast magnified thy mercy, which thou hast 
shewed unto me in saving my life : - and I cannot 
escape to the mountain, lest some evil take me and -ir 
die. "•••'.•.* 

Behold now, this city is near to flee unto, and it is a 
little one: Oh let me escape thither, is it not a little 
one ? and my soul shall live. 

And He said unto him, see I have accepted thee con* 
cerning this thing also, that I will not overthrow thi* 
city, for the which thou hast spoken. Haste thee; 
escape thither, for I cannot do any thing till thou be 
come hither. Therefore the name of the city was- 
called Zoar. The sun was risen upon the earth when 
Lot entered into Zoar. 

Then the Lord rained upon Sodom and Gomorrah 
brimstone and fire from the Lord out of heaven : and 
he overthrew those cities, and all the plain, and all the 
inhabitants of the cities, and that which ' grew upon the 
ground. 

But Lot's wife looked back fxom behind him, and 
she became a pillar of salt. 

And Abraham gat up early in the morning, to the 

• place where he stood before the Lotu>« And he 

looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and toward all 

the land of the plain, and behold, and lo the smoke of 

the country went up aa the smoke of a furnace. 

And it came to pass, when God, destroyed the chief 

of the plaint that Goo remembered Abraham, and sent 

..Lot 
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Lot out of the midst of the overthrow, when he oyer- 

£hrew the cities in the which Lot dwelt. 

And Lot went up but of Zoar, and dwelt io the 

mountain* and his two daughters with him, for he 
feared to dwell in Zoar; and he. dwelt in a cave, he 
and his two daughters. 

And the first born bare him a son, and calle4 his 
name Moab; he was the father of the Moabites : and 
the younger she also bare a son, and called his name 
Benamml ; the same was the father of the children of 
Aramon. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

- From comparing this section with the foregoing one, 
we may know, that the Angels who came to Lot were 
the same who had accompanied the Lord to Abraham's 
tent. 

Of the nature and office of Angels we can form no 
perfect conception, for they are invisible to us at pre- 
sent ; our ideas of them must be collected from the 
Scriptures, which acquaint us, that, in comparison of 
the Lord God, they are imperfect beings*: that they 
are appointed as guardians to good menf ; that they 
conduct departed souls to paradise £ ; that they desire 
the welfare of mankind § ; and will, at the last day, be 
employed in separating the wicked from the good. We 
are also taught, that Angels are not to be worshipped R. 

Lot, as well as Abraham, supposed, from the form in 
which the Angels appeared, that they were men; and 
he was ^equally ready to shew courtesy to them, which 
they (purposely, as we may suppose) give him an op- 
portunity of doing, that the goodness of God might be 

• # Jpbiv. 18. Matt, xxiv, 36. Heb. i. 4, 13. 
f Ps.*H.« 11. Matt* xviii. 10. Heb. i. 14. $ Lukexvug^. 
\ Luke ii. 1$. xv. TO. |J Rev. xix. 10* xxii. §, 9. 

4 vindicated, 



wft(HcAf6<fi to safitt^ r ji Wat^, \vrfo wfWWy "flrecluracfE'Ynfe 
crimes, which brtftght D^f^ Jttc^h^ts «*!* nttFfei 
W the pfetfe*. 

So gresfr Irtras the KiCf!m30tMraeiril of the ttudlMtklflfc *IPF 
Sbdoifr, aild fts Wtirons, titotdte weai} traverfer€Wff<i 
not be invited to take refreshment to a J>rtv%telfottifev 
without befog sttofcet «f th* tosutoV of a rwfe rtfbble. 
AM that Ltfe cOttfd do towaritar jft^tecUhg tite «fraftg«S* 
lhat came in to lodge frith hnh, w*», td *xpo^*SfaieJf 
to tlfe outrage* 6f his w*eked ueighbotf*, whkh mV *£ 
without hesitation* His heavenly guests, wh& 1*Me 
sent to sane Mm> delivered him oat of their bands, and. 
punished* his. immoua adversaries, as their crimes de-. 
served. 

Sodom* and the cities and country, connected with, 
it, were notorious for many sins*. The prophet Xzekiel 
informs usf, that, their iniquity consisted in. pride,, 
luxury, idleness, and want of charity to the poor. 
That the inhabitants were haughty, and abominable fof 
the most, detestable vices, and there. was no good prao- . 
tised by them. 

It seems that l*ot did not make, such expedition to> 
depart, as the exigency of the case required. Perhaps, 
be was solicitous to preserve hi* goods,; but his angelic, 
friends- hastened him and his family away, and conduct* 
etd them, safely put of. the city : here the commission of 
the heavenly messengers. ended; for we find it said in- 
the next ver$p f that, ^when they had brought them forth 
" abroad, Hp said, escape for thy life," &c. j„and by Lot's 
answer it. is evident, that the Lqr d manifested Himsjslf 
to him, and received the prayer, which would have 
been very improperly addressed to the Angels. 

We are net to suppose from the expression, « \ cannot 
«do 4ny thing, &c." that God's power waa-limited. It 
• 2 Pet. ii. 7, 8. ' f £*<*• xvi. 49, &c. 

refm 
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.ie&ratp Hi* musclid lintcafiba of saving Lot «fld bi§ 
&rmly, on -tofaich stctonmt alone He ximpml&L*kie «tt- 
cutto* of Jtbe judgment He had nwhed to 4frin£ *p*o 
the huds*4)itaitt» of Sodom and <GomotMdi. 

it is jntestioMd, that the mm mms +hm mfian «fc **&. 

In all probability, this bright luminary thxmt With tu 

woai lust*, avtf <gfcJed 4he motmcuiwt -sad ylaiM with 

rfcsvchdsx&l nays, *whde Ae luBMRnous an4 caiefest Mn- 

iiterste «f bottom vmd ' Gmuovtjk «kher «pw*d eft iWr 

aoftcbed*, *r>pmfted *fth atiottr their %oridly rfflfefrs, 

without paying their early adorations to &e <5ot> wilo 

'tousi Cn6i]ia -fo a, J mHMfe!it 9 4lie wttii'Aiifcift 'sucfwd Vf ith 

fervent heat, and a shower of fire and%rittftt9tte t pomd 

£&sf*t swj #eir €erotetf 'heads, bttramg up and desioy* 

iag ■tfhtftever -grew *mi the isnrfacetrf ^'grotnril, tnd 

'rendering «£he eartii fttta *tkat -trine fertfr, inilfc ftr 

ctAttrre -or *al«atkm*1 From Hhfo instance we 1 letrh, 

fert^the dement «df43ra, ^/wrfl TA^fcttf w^er, fstJn- 

"fitely trader the gdrerntnerit 'rf Bivine fttmdAce, Sftd 

tosj be Tendered eftrrer an inestimable bressinf, or l * 

TftOtt distressmg evil. 

Theisiii tip Lot's wffe ns supposed to fafeteen Mj8k» 
Ttiy -f . Probably she did not believe that what had been 
levealed to her would come to pass. "The judgment 
inflicted upon her was a most exemplary /one, and re- 
foxfaed Tor many ages a monument of an wabiTtcoing souk 
3bseprius,' a. learned Jewish historian, says, that tlte 
*Kttar of Sail! was to fee seen m rtis days. Interpreters 
tell us, fliat it Hid hot consist of common salf^ but of a, 
metallic substance, such as was hewn out of rocKs, like- 
marble, with which it was usual to build houses J.' 

Whefl Abraham, with anxious solicitude, repaired 
(sarlyfe^he morning to thej>!ace Where he. had the pre- 

* 0eut xxix, *3.' Isa. xi i. 19. Jer. h 40. f Wisd.*. 7. 

+ &ee £ss*y for 4 a^* Xrwsl^tiQa.of the Btfrfe. 
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ceding day stood before the Lokd, how greatly must he 

• have been affected with the awful sight which he be- 

i held! Yet he arraigned not the justice of the Lord. 

He now understood, that nations are but as drops- in 

. the bucket, when God coraeth to take vengeance on 

the wicked *. 

The circumstances of the calamity not reaching 

. Abraham, and of Lot's deliverance, are particularly 

pointed out by the sacred historian, and strongly md- 

. mate, that the whole transaction was directed by an 

over-ruling Providence. 

Much practical instruction may be collected from the 
section before us. 

In the first place we leara from it, and the passages of 
: Scripture referred to, to be thankful to God for making 
known to us the ministry of Angels ; and we may look 
forward with an increase of pleasure to a state, where, 
instead of being received with jealousy and envy as in- 
novating strangers, we shall find a set of benevolent 
friends, who have been accustomed to interest them- 
selves in the welfare of mankind, and who will rejoice 
in our exaltation to as great a share pf blessedness as 
they themselves enjoy. 

We are also here taught another lesson of good na- 
ture and hospitality* 

We have likewise an additional instance of the inter- 
position of Divine Providence, which shews, that the 
Lord, though He employs Angels as His ministers, 
does not abandon the human race to the government 
of imperfect beings ; but is himself the Supreme Dis- 
poser of all events. 

From the command given to Lot to escape, we . are 
admonished, that it is better to leave our worldly posses- 
sions behind, than to stay and perish with the wicked. 

* Isaiah xl. 15. 

We 
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We also learn, that we ought not to lead careless lives, 
from a dependance that nature will pursue a regular 
course of causes and effects* What is nature but the 
work of God? He therefore can instantly change the 
courses of the different elements, and send them as pu- 
nishments on a guilty land, whenever he sees fit. 

Since the Holy Scriptures point out so particularly 
the crimes for. which Sodom and Gomorrah were con* 
demned to destruction, we should make it our study to 
avoid them. 

Our Lord has admonished us to Remember Lot's 
wife * ; we should, therefore, of all tilings, avoid infi- 
delity i for if we are in no danger, of being turned into 
pillars of salt,- as warnings to mankind, a more dreadful 
fate, awaits us, that of being edited with fire\ y or kept 
alive for endless ages in ' a state of torment. Let us 
the* imitate the. faith, and obedience of Lot, whose his- 
tory, we are told, is written for our admonition £ ; and/ 
itt so doing, let us repose our souls on the mercy and 
goddnest j)f God, who will give His holy angels charge' 
tp keep, at in all our ways. 

SECTION XXIV. 

THE HISTORY OF ABRAHAM CON TINUED— THE BIRTH 

OF ISAAC. 
; ■? 

From Genesis, Chap. xxi. 

And the Lord visited Sarah as Jie had said; for 
Sarah bare Abraham a son in his old age, at the set 
time God had spoken to him. 

And Abraham called the name of his son that was 
born unto him, whom Sarah bare to him, Isaac. And 

* » * 

* Luke xvii. 32. f Mark ix. 49. { 2 Pet. ji. 6. Jade 7. 

Abraham 



Abraham oKUmcised hk «on Isaac, being tight dajf* 
old, as Go » fo*d *coftteia»ded him. 

And Abraham wta* an 4vsdred yew» old, <whsft&fe 
•on Isaac wat tarn ltnto him. And Sarah iaiti* ©» 
hath made mt t* fcgoioc, *o that aH diat h&ar wttw* 
joice with me. 

Aad the Mid, Who- wo«W here s*id unto >AMdn>» 
that Sarah ahetdd hare grate cWd*t» feck-? £sr iiurt* 
^me 'him a son 4a -hit did age. 

And the child grew, and was weaned ; and #riAm 
Kftcte agm* &ast the *a*e4qr thai Imrc **t vU&*& 
And $«Mh «rar Ae toft of Stager tte4Bgr?ehni wfcfeft 
•he had 4mt)e onto Abraham, knocking* 

W hflp cftw she «si8 uoto Abmhim, Chit tat til* 
hee^woroftB* and tor mv : fee the *tto rf tint ferttft* 
f«(MQ shall ••<* >be heir wHh*ny«w* evtfe imthlsmL 
Aa4 the, ihing: \*» «y £**»<*» in AbMfatfi% *i§h«y 
b*wet> f tti i » w n w 

And <5»D,*aid 4tn$» A b wri u W ) totnfe ttfc tegtfefttt* 
» *h|r «lght btottaae of ifee-tal* md *s*tto*e-»«f tfcp 
bond-woman ; lb all that Sarah fotfi aid *mto ***** 
hearken unto her voice; for in Isaac shall thy, seed be 
called. And also of the son of the bond-woman will 
I make a nation because he is thy seed* 

And Abraham rose up early in the aiooung, and* 
took bread, and a bottle of water, and gave it unto 
Hagar (putting it on ber shoulder) and the child, and. 
sent her away: 4*d fthe dtyvflt ud, fftt& wandered in 
the wilderness of Beersheba. 

Apti. the water was spent m tbe bottle, and she casf 
the child unfleY one of th hr;bs« And she went, and 
sat her down over against him, a good way oft as it were 
a bow shot: for she said, Let me not see the death of 
the chijd. s And she sat over against him, and lift up 

ttt voice, «ad wept. 

And 
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Ad* Ota hoards the *tio» of ** la** a— VJhmngil 
<rf Go»osJfedt». Hfcgar on* of faum* and? ssid, aotx* 
hi*. ¥&at> ailttlttftfce, lfaga*4> fap> no») fte Goo. 
Ifttfh heat* the vote ofttto lad wteft* he*, ife 'Asm*. 
lifcip **k4, aad4iold hi» in **•* handb ftp I wt* 

And God opened her eyes* atid sbs^ •**» • * «db oft 
TPSAe*;>a*M* sfco* worn* at* fiUt* iftpvbojli**** watt* 
a*d<g«^t}te-liul to*dMfe 

Ajh^Go i>,waj: witb>tht» ladr ; aodf ho gnew,.*** ihwlii 
ifcth*. wiidirait* andbfa»tam» a* mho* AmVhopdsnifc 
iarfhe wldamass^of Anaik* a** kit atte took 1m*«i 
v*outoftite,fead-fi£E^ft. 

ANNOTATIONS an* REFLECTIONS. 

. A^tegt^aftef.m^, year* ofi Qxa^^ W ^ Abpato^ 

am&Saro)* flievfeblfliso&it tho- birth of* that , so* who^ 

Qpj>J^**<te*b$bm,Q£:tte ^mhm respecting hojh 

tfee land, o£. Cat***, a*d<thp Jjh&UtftyCg/vmafit; anA 

we are informed, that this joyful event happened, afrtho 
tM# time,: which the- J*oim* had foneftoldr;. aijd that 
Abrafcaw* in obftdyqce to. the Diviw cqwpwuI, nam* 
<4:th^ oh*ki IlWf, Xhe great age of the. Fajriarchi 
s«<Uiia>wifo/«fldere4&* hirtfe warvallttis.. . 

It appear thdj| $ S*rafc 4*4 J** consign, hei son to tho 
care o£w»Urotiit£ b** w«*,aw* to hwa herself. 

Stoalt'*. MwerHp i* : respect to Israel appears very 
liberal ;. bwt werh^e rtasoR to< thwk Uhmd hebared 
in a moat p*0*ejtt«g raawwv and that his mpiher, e&r 
ootttagesk him. Wo. do, , w * ia- all probability* . envy; and 
jealousy, pftstcasedc then;. rainds f Thug. riccuinsanced* 
had/the pamsear. confr m**t , to lire , updor tfce sane rook 
family harmony co^ldm* bar* «i4*Wtt*d ; , the i<*wv 
tsttwrfot* io mefay to Am alk pefwiued, the. diifiii- 
^Mkoi.thASQiwtoiiNretpiHlei.to be rivals, to. Sfrah , a*4 
her son. 

If 
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' If Ishmael had continued to life , in " Canaan, he 
would, in all probability, after Abraham's death, have 
contested the inheritance with Isaac ; and, by this 
means, would have lost the chance of becoming a great 
nation in another country ; and we cannot suppose that 
God would have suffered him to obtain the inheritance 
which he designed for Isaac. 

We may easily conceive, that Abraham's distress on 
this occasion was very great; and, had not the Lord 
commanded him to yield to Sarah, there is reason to 
think he would have made an earnest opposition to her 
request, which would have given rise to domestic bick- 
erings, subversive of peace and' good order} neither 
could he have had the satisfaction of seeing Ishmael in 
the way of becoming a mighty nation. * The good pa- 
triarch, therefore, considering himself as called upon to 
give a fresh instance of his faith in the Divine pro- 
mises; without hesitation, dismissed a son tenderly be-' 
loved, and a woman who had an undoubted right to 
his kindness. 

It is said, that Abraham -sent Hagar and ishmael 
away with no other provision than a Utile tread and a 
bottk of water. He knew that the providence of Goo was 
infinitely better than the most ample portion he could 
bestow, and did not presume to invade the province, 
which the Lord had graciously taken upon Himself. 

It seems as if Hagar had forgotten the promise which 
had been made to her before the birth of her sop, or 
that would have kept her mind from despondency. 

Ishmael, though famishing with thirst, remembered 
the lessons of piety he had learned from his father, an^ 
called upon the Lord, who never faileth to help those 
that apply to Him in the time of their distress* 

Hagar was gently admonished to have confidence in 

God ; and, as a reward for her maternal tenderness, 

was made instrumental to her son's recovery. 

Who 
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' Who the Angel of the Lord was has been ex- J 
plained in a former section *. 

We find that in a short time Ishmael (who, when He 
left his tfatherV house, was 16 or 17 years old) made so 
good use of his- how and arrows, that, under the bless- 
ing of . Goi>, he gained a comfortable support for him- 
self and - mother, Game was at that time very plenti- 
ful ; and it is likely, tKat being so expert an archer, 
Ishmael was able to shoot a sufficient quantity to ex-* 
change with his neighbours for other necessaries. It' 
is supposed . that he made himself lord of the place where 4 
he fixed his abode ; and that he was in no kind of neces- 
sity, or he would not have married, because the main- ' 
tainirjg his wife would only hare increased his distress, ' 
if he met with difficulties in providing for himself alone. 
- From, this section, we learn to confide in the pro- 
mises of God. Many there are recorded in the Holy 
Scriptures, in which we all have an interest; and we 
may depend upon it, die expectations they are designed 
to raise will not be disappointed, if, like Abraham and 
Sarah, we fulfil the conditions required on our part, 
which are comprized in faith and obedience. 

No part of Scripture, is written in vain; we may 
therefore justly infer, from the mention of Sarah's being 
a nurse to Isaac, that this endearing office is a part of 
the maternal duty. The misfortune that befel Ishmael 
should be a lesson to young people, not to give way to 
impertinence, especially towards those on whom they 
depend for maintenance and support* 

Abraham', acquiescence with the Dmne will in- \ 
structs parents to submit to the dispensations of ~ ProvU \ 
dence, in cases where there is a necessity for sending 

their children to seek their fortune in the world. It is" 

i 

* See £ecti«tt xix. 

often 
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often astonishing, to see th« succesa,of tfrose vha -ftr.riit 

with very small portions $ but an miraculous i^er^esi^ 

. ' tipn ia not now. to be. expected* parents $houkh 4? &*"* 

/ utmost towasdi jravidiog far all thqir. offirppag>;* .ami 

/ f then tmisbthestto the.proteetionj of Heaven 5,-but abov* 

i / '• all^JtishovIdLhe, their- care to season, the miod* pf their. 

[ J /) children with eadg piety, that. in the daff) of 4*s4re«s„ 

| I 1 when they,may.ch«ce to be exposed? tt* perils* by* lansjh 

J 1 orhy sea* and far distant from gaefc nature home*, then 

may implore for, theraaehre* thft aid o£ the, Lord, and* 

like IabmaeU beheard. 

Mother* age admonished,- bg this portion of Scrip.* 

tuje,.not.t)0 fall into despondency,^ a* sota., at they see-* 

* chjjkUa* danger,,, as- relief, is oftem n*u*r< at.haad; tb£&> 

they, arc apt to iragj,« ; . andr raaiUunak in geoeca^ may* 

, understand, iron* it^t^t what appear, t»~bg ruinou*, rms- 

• fartufrv may. in thfr. end prove, th*< fonndatiaai of , pm* 

perityand happiness, ^ 

AB&AHAM aSFBl;S7H« 111$- SAK IfriUtCW 

From GenesUf Chafo X»L 

And * earner t*bpa*t. after >tbese thksgs,, that! Qouuid 
tempt Abssahanv and said; onto biro, .Afaaahsm^asRi fa* 
said. Behold hare I arru 

And ,H*«aid» 'Hake nostt^hs/csjoi^tsuHronlyj mm lumtfy 
whom thou lovest, and-.gpft^th^isfta^tta'latKb oft Mt>" 
rift, .8*4 ofitt. 'fain* dieeeribr a>.bosnt o&risiy iqnd'Qne 4 
ofvthe m<mntaMM»:wfafottI wiU teM Jta of. . 

And. Abraham, res* up early m tten<»MBg>.andsed» 
djedhis asj»jandHB0Qk tsjotofi httfyotosjf me* -vMt, Mm* 
and Isaac his son $ and claye the wood for the burnt- 
offering 
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•ffering, and rose up, and went unto . the place of 
which God had told him. 

Then on the third day Abraham lift up his eye*,' 
and saw the place afar off. And Abraham said unto 
his younj men, Abide ypu here wii£ the ass, and T 
and tire Tad will go yonder and worship, and come 
again to you. 

And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering 
and laid it upon Isaac his son; and he took the fire in 
his hand, and a knife : and they went both of them 
together. 

And Isaac spake unto Abraham hit .father, and said, 
Myfather:andhe said, here am' I, my son. And he 
said, Behold the fire and the wood ; but where is the 
lamb for. a burnt offering ? 

And Abraham said, My son, God will provide him- 
self a lamb for a burnt offering ; so they went both of 
them together. 

And 'they came to the place which God had told him 
of: and Abraham built an altar thieve, and laid the 
wood in order ; and bound' Isaac hi* son, and laid him 
on the altar upon the wood. 

And Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took 
the knife to slay his son. And the Angel of the Lord 
called unto him .out of heaven and said, Abraham, 
Abraham ; and he said, Here am I. 

And he said* Lay not thy fond upon- the ^d> neither 
do thou any thing unto- him, for now I know that thou 
fearest God, seeing thou has not withheld thy son, 
thine only son from me* 

And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and 
behold behind him a mm caught ia a thicket by his 
horns: and Abraham went and took the ram, and 
Abraham offered him cp fpr' a burn* offering, in the 
stead of his son. 
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And Abraham called the name of that place Jehovah- 
jireh:^s it is said to this day, In the mount of the 
\ Loud it shall be seen. 

Acd the Angel of the Lord called unto Abraham 
out of heaven the second time, and said, By myself 
have I sworn, saith the Lord, for because thou hast 
done this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine 
only son : 

That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying 
I will . multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven 
and as the sand which is upon the sea shore ; and thy 
seedshall possess the gate of his enemies.; and in thy 
seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed ; be- 
cause thou hast obeyed my voice. 

So Abraham returned unto his young men, and 
they rose up and went together to Beer-sheba; and 
Abraham dwelt at Beer-sheba. 

And it came to pass, after these things that it was 
to}d Abraham, saying, Behold, Milcah she hath also 
born children unto thy brother Nahor ; 

Huz his first-horn, and Buz his brother, and Kemuel 
the father of Aram, 

AndChesed, and Hazo, and Pildash, and Jidlaph* 
and Bethuel. 

And Bethuel was the father of Rebekah* 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

It is said* that " God did temftt Abraham,*' by which 
we are to understand no more than that he tried him ; 
lor it appears from the sequel, that the Lord had no 
design of leading Abraham into sin.* God cannot be 
tempted to do evil, neither doth He at any time tempt 
men in this sense of the word*. 

* Jam. i. 13, 14. 

The 
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The mountain, on which Abraham was commanded 
to offer his sod Isaac, was the same on which the 
Temple of Solomon was afterwards built. 

A greater trial could not have been proposed for any 
human* being, than to require an affectionate father to 
sacrifice, as beasts were sacrificed, a son, in whom the 
hopes of his family's becoming a great nation were 
centered ; yet we find Abraham, with the utmost com- 
posure, making every requisite preparation for this pur- 
pose. 

The good patriarch had' so long been accustomed to 
trust in God, that faith in the Divine promises was 
become a settled habit, a fixed principle in his nature. 
The repeated assurances, which the Lord had gives 
him, that in Isaac his seed should be called) left him no 
room to fear that he should eventually be deprived of 
him. It is impossible to, tell what passed in Abra- 
ham's mind while he pursued his journey ; but there 
is reason to think, from what he said to his yonng men, 
and from his answer to Isaac, that Faith produced Hope* 
and that he regarded God's command as a trial, not as 
a temptation. 

When arrived at the place to which he was directed 
to go, Abraham saw no lamb provided, as he seems to 
have, expected. The command of the Lord was ex- 
press, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou 
lovcsf, and offer him for a Burnt offering. A painful con- 
flict, no doubt, arose in Abraham's bosom. There were 
a thousand considerations to deter him from killing his 
son. How could he bear to part with his darling child ? 
What would Isaac's poor afflicted mother say ? In what 
light would the world regard this inhuman action ? 
And what would* become of the hopes of a numerous 
seed, if the branch that was to produce them should be 
cut off by his own unnatural hand? In opposition to 
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these weighty reasons, the promises of Goo presented 
themselves to Abraham's mind, with -a thankful re- 
membrance of the numberless blessings that had been 
conferred on him. Could he disobey such a gracious 
Being? Gratitude forbade this* Did he not know, 
that the power of God wa.s infinite ? Could he then 
dare to offend him r" He had at first received Isaac as a 
gift from God, out of the common, course of nature : 
Whp could tell,, but that the Lord might design to 
shew forth his power, by raising his son from the 
dead? At all events, it wa.s his indispensable duty to 
obey ; for, besides the natural claim which the Creator. 
has to the obedience of his creatures, Abraham had en- 
tered into a solemn covenant to serve the Lord with a 
perfect he$rt\ he therefore determined to fulfil the 
Divine will, trusting to the infinite mercy of Goq to 
save him from the miseries that threatened him. Ani- 
mated by piety, and supported by the hof>e, that his 
son, who was now devoted to God, would be given to 
him again* evm from tie dead** Abraham forbore to 
expostulate, or tq entreat the Lor p to alter his Divine 
purposes, but took the knife in his hand, ancj . lifted up - 
hi* arm tp give the fatal stroke* This God regarded 
as an eyident proof that his faith was an active firin- 
ctpje> no,t resting in the inward belief of his own mind, 
but ready to shew itself to the world in such vwi* as 
were necessary to prove his fear of Goo, and reliance 
on tbos.e Divine promises, which had been vouchsafed 
to him* The purpose wqs'now fully answered, for 
which the Divine command had been given ; and the 
Lo*p, shewed, that he was far from wishing for the, 
death, of Isaac, by desiring Abraham nofc tp do any 
thing unto him. 

* Heb. xi. 17, 18, 19.' 
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What a transport of joy must this good man have 
felt, when he heard the Angel of the Lord calling to 
"him, and saw a ram (agreeably to the wishes, and per- 
haps the prayers of his heart) ready to supply on the 
altar the place of his dear son ! And how muat his joy 
liave been redoubled, when the? eternal God, in an au- 
dible voice, speaking by His Angel or Image, confirmed 
in heaven, with an bath, the promises He had before 
made on earth, that they might endure when this pe- 
rishing world should be no more ! We cannot sappose, 
that the Angel of the Lord, who called to Abraham, 
was a created being; for why should God* who had 
repeatedly Conversed with this Patriarch in His own- 
Divine Person, on this occasion alone employ a minister- 
ing spirit * To prevent his thinking so, Abraham was 
assured, that He, who now spake, was the same Gob 
who had commanded him to offer up his soti ; the same 
Lord he had been accustomed to hold converse with ; 
still manifesting the D#ity to his outward senses, 
though with more solemnity than He had ever done 
before. 

The Apostle to the Hebrews confirms the opinion, 
that it was the Supreme Being who took this oath j 
for he says, because Go d could swear by no greater, He 
jware by Himself* Willing more abundantly to shew to 
the heirs of promise the immutability of his counsel. He 
confirmed it by an oath ** that, by two immutable things 
(viz. His Promise and his Oath) those who fled for 
refuge to the hope set before them, might have -a strong 
consolation*. 

It is to be observed, that God pledged himself by 
this oath to make good his promises, not only to Abra- 
ham and his immediate posterity, but to all the nations 
of the earth* 

* Heb. vi. 13, 17, 13. 
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It has been a question in dispute, whether Isaac con- 
sented to the offering which his father made. Most 
likely he did ; for, according to his age, which is sup * 
posed to have been at least 24r or 25 years, he must have 
been more powerful and active than so old a man as 
Abraham, and could easily have wrested the sacrificial 
knife from his hand, or prevented, his binding him by 
fleeing away ; and it appears, that there was as .good 
an understanding between Isaac and his father after- 
wards, as before. 

From the example of Abraham we learn, that faith 
is not .complete without works of obedience ; and that it 
is our duty to submit, without murmuring, to all the dis- 
pensations of Goo. None of us will be called to so se- 
vere a trial as Abraham was : we shall not be required 
to offer up our sons as burnt-offerings ; but God may- 
see fit to take our children to himself, and deprive us of 
them. In this case let us call to mind the Divine pro- 
mises, which teach Christians to look forward with joy- 
ful expectation to a resurrection from the dead, when 
all who, like Abraham, have believed and obeyed t will* 
as his seed % be blessed with immortal life and everlasting 
happiness, # 

f SECTION XXVI. 

THE DEATH AND BURIAL OF SARAH. 

From Genesis, Chap* xxiii. 

And Sarah was an hundred and seven and twenty 
years old : these were the years of the life of Sarah. 
And Sarah died in Kirjath-arba ; the same is Hebron 
in the land of Canaan: and Abraham came to mourn 
for Sarah, and to weep for her. 

And Abraham stood up from before his dead, and 
spake unto the sons of Heth, saying, I am a stranger and 
a sojourner with you ; give me a possession of a burying 
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place with you, that I may bury my dead out of my 

*ight. » 

And the children of Keth answered Abraham, saying 
unto hhn, Hear us, my lord ; thou art a mighty prince 
amongst us ; in the choice of our sepulchres bury thy 
dead: none of us shall withhold from thee his sepul- 
chre, but that thou mayest bury thy dead. 

And Abraham stood up, and bowed himself to the 
people of the land, even to the children of Heth. 

And he communed with them, saying, If it be your 
mind that I should bury my dead out of my sight, hear 
rrie, and entreat for me to Ephron the son of Zohar : that 
he may give me the cave of Machpelah, which he hath* 
which is in the end of his field ; for as much money as 
it is worth he shall' give it me, for a possession of a 
burying-place amongst you* 

And Ephron dwelled among the children of Heth* 
And Ephron the Hittite answered Abraham in the au- 
dience of the children of Heth, even of all that went 
in at the gates of this city, saying , Nay, my lord, hear 
me : the field give I thee, and the cave that is therein, 
I give it tbee ; in the presence of the sons of my people 
give I it thee : bury thy dead. 

And Abraham bowed dowa himself before the people 
of the land. And he spake unto Ephron in the audience 
of the people of the land, saying, But if thou wilt, give 
it, I pray thee hear me : I will give thee money for the 
field ; take it of me, and I will bury my dead there. 

And Ephron answered Abraham, saying unto him, 
My lord, hearken, unto me : the land is worth four 
hundred shekels of silver ; what is that betwixt me 
and thee ? bury therefore thy dead. 

And Abraham hearkened unto Ephron, and Abra- 
ham weighed to Ephron the silver, which he had 
nanjed in the audience of the sons of Heth, four hun- 

G * dred 



{ 128 ) 

tired shekels -of silver, current money with the trier- 
/Chant. 

And the field of Epbron, which wan id Machpeiah, - 
which was before Harare, the field 'and the cave which 
.was therein, and all the tpees that were id the field, that 
were in all the .borders round about, Were made sure 
unto Abraham .for, a peasesiiegi in the presence Of the 
children of iBeth, be/ore all that went in at the gates 
of his city. 

And after this, Abraham buried Sarah hiB wife in 
the cave of the field of Machpelah, before Mamie ; the 
sawieis Hebron in the land of Canaan. 

And tjie field and the cave that is therein were made 
rare unto Abraham, for a possesion of a burying-^Iace, 
-by the sons of Hetlj. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS: 

We find from this section, that Abraham understood 
v the promises which God had made to His family of the 
whole land of Canaan, as relating to a distant period 
of time 5 and therefore did not attempt to seize on any 
part that was in the possession of others, but was cob-*' 
tented with the liberty he, enjoyed of living quietly as 
a stranger and sojourner,, changing his abode occasion- 
ally, as the exigencies of his affairs required, pn the 
other hand, the people of the lan£ regarded him as a 
person of distinction 'and consequence, particularly fa- 
voured by the Go d of heaven and earth *. 
: The gates of cities ia those days", and for many ages 
\ after, were the places of judicature and public resort. 
Here the governors "and elders of cities went to hear 
complaints, and administer justice, make convey- 
ances, titles of estates, &c. So that Abraham could not 
have made his purchase, without going to the city 

gates. .. 

•See Gen. xxi. 22. '• 
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The silver which AbrahanT"paid for the purchase of 
the field and the cave, amounted to about sixty pounds 
of our money, 

Sarah lived to a good old agei and had the happiness 
of seeing her son Isaac grow to man's estate ; and it ap- 
pears, that Abraham was sensibly affected with her loss, 
for it is said he caifoe to mourn for her ; and he was 
very solicitous to procure a sepulchre, that her remains 
might not be removed by the natives of the place. 

The history of tlvs transaction between Abraham 
and the .people of FJeth, affords a pleasing example ot 
politeness and hospitality, generosity and justice* 

SECTION XXVIL 




THE MA&KffAGE OF ISAAC WITH. REBEKAft. 

From Genesis, Chap* xxiv. )and xxv. 

And Abraham was old, and well stricken in age: 
and the LoiobacL blessed Abraham in all things. 

And Abraham said unto his eldest servant of bis house 
that ruled over all that he had, Put, I pray thee, .thy 
hand under my thigh; . 

And Twill make thee swear by the Lord, the God 
of heaven, and the God of the earth, that thou shalt 
not take a wife unto my son of the daughters of the 
CanaaoiteSy among whom I dwell : ' . 

But thou shalt go into my country, and to my . kin- 
dred, and take a wife unto my son Isaac. 
^And the servant said unto him, Peradventure the 
woman will not be willing to follow, me. unto this land :> 
must I needs bring thy son again unto the land from 
whence thou earnest i 

And Abraham said unto him, Beware thou, that thon 
bring cot my son thither again. 

The Lord God of heaven, which took me fr&m my 
lather'* house, and from the land of my kindred, and 
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Which spake unto me, and that sware unto me, saying. 
Unto thy seed will I give this land ; he shall send hit 
angel before thee, and thou shah take a wife unto my 
son from thence. 

And if the woman will not be willing to follow 
thee, then thou shalt be clear from this my oath, only 
bring not my son thither again. And the servant put 
his hand under the thigh of Abraham his master* and 
sware to him concerning that matter. 

And the servant took ten camels, of the camels of his 
master, and departed (for all the goocls of his master were 
in his hand :) and he arose and went to Mesopotamia, 
unto the city of Nahor. 

And he made his camels to kneel down without the 
city, by a well of water, at the time of the evenings 
even the time that women go out to draw water. 

And he said, O Lord God of my master Abraham, 
I pray thee send me good speed this day, and shew 
kindness unto my master Abraham : 

And let it come to pass, that the <lamsel to whom I 
shall say, Let down thy pitcher, I pray thee, thatl may 
drink; and she shall say, Drink, and I will give thy 
camels drink also : let the same be she that thou hast 
appointed for thy servant Isaac ; and thereby shall I 
know, that" thou hast shewed kindness unto my master. 

And it came to pass, before- he had done speaking, 
that behold Rehekah came out, who was born to Be- 
thuel, son of Milcah, the wife of Nahor, Abraham's 
brother, with her pitcher upon her shoulder. And the 
damsel was very fair to look upon ; and she went down 
4o the well and filled her pitcher, and came up. 
. „ And the servant ran to meet her, and said, Let me, 
I pray thee, drink a little water of thy pitcher. And 
she said, Drrnk, my lord: and she hasted and let dbwn 
her pitcher upon lier hand, and gave him drink. ' 

And wltea she had done "giving him drink, she said, 
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I will draw water for thy camel? also, until they have 
done drinking. 

And she hasted, and emptied her pitcher into the 
trough, and ran again unto the well to draw water, 
and drew for all his camels. 

And the man wondering at * her, held his peace, to 
wit, Whether the Lord had made his journey prosper- 
ous Or not. 

And it came to pass, as the camels had done drink- 
ing, that the man took a golden ear-ring of half a 
shekel weight, and two bracelets for her hands, of ten 
shekels weight of gold ; and said, Whose daughter art 
thou ? *tell me, I pray thee : is there room in thy fa- 
ther's house for us to lodge in ? 

And she said unto him, I am the daughter of Be- 
•thuel, the son of Milcah, which she bare unto Nahor. 
We have both straw and provender enough, and room 
to lodge in. 

And the man bowed down his head, and worshipped 
the Lord. And he said, Blessed be the Lord God of 
my master Abraham, who hath not left destitute my 
master of his mercy and his truth : I being in the way, 
the Lord led me ta the house of my master's brethren. 

And the damsel ran, and told them of her mother's 
house, these things. And Rebekah had a brother, and 
his name was Laban, and Laban ran out unto the 
man, unto the well. 

And it came to. pass when he saw the ear-ring* and 
bracelets upon his sister's hands, and when he heard the 
words of Rebekah his sister, saying, Thus spake the man 
unto me ; that he came unto the man, and behold- he 
stood by the camels at the well. 

And he said, Come in, thou blessed of' the Lor d ; 
wherefore standest thou without? for L have prepared 
the house, and room for the camels. And the man 
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came iota tfce bouse: and Labag *ngirded bis camels, 
and gave straw and provender for the camel?, 3fHt water 
to wash his £ee%, and t^ hwr's fee* tl>at were with bin*. 

And there was aat.mea* before him.tp ea* - -but he 
*aid, I will not eat, until I have told mine efraad. And 
Lahaa saidi Sfflajc on. 

And the steward said, I am Abraham's servant. 

And the Lord hath blessed my master greatly* jsaxd 
be U become great : and hp bath given hiro.flacka* and 
herds, and silver, and goM, and men-servant, aadb maid* 
servants, and caraels, and asses* 

And Sarah my master's wife bare a wo to my master 
when she was o}d t and unto him hath be given ail that 
he hath. : ' ■ 

And my master made me swear, saying, Thou shalt 

apt take a wife to my son of the daughters of the Car 

naanites, in whose laad I dwell } but than ahajt go unto 

my father's house, and to my kindred, and take a .wife 

*unto my son. / ^ 

And I said unto my master, Peradventurc the w&raaa 
will not follow me. And he said qajbo aie, The L.ord> 
before whom I walk, will aejsd his angel w&h ifeoe and 
prosper thy way ; and thou shalt take a wife for my 
son of my kindred, and of my father's House ; . 

Then shalt thou be clear from this my oaifo,, when . 
thouTomest to my kindred ;. and if they giye not thee 
, one, thou shalt be clear from my oath. 

And 1 came this day unto the well, and said, Q Load 
God of my master Abraham, if now thou do- prosper 
my way which I gq : 

, Behold I stapd % the veil of water; and- it shall 
come to pass, that when the virgin cometh forth to 
draw water, and \ say to her, Give me, I pray thee, a 
iitde water of thy pitjpher to drbik ; 

* And she say to me, Both drink then, and \ will also 
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<&raw for thy camek : let the same be tke woman whom 
She L© R & bath appointed oat for my master's son. 

And before I had done speaking in mine heart, be* 
hold Rebeklh/came forth with her pitcher on her 
tstioulder.; and she west down unto, the well, and drew 
Water : ami I said unto her, Let me drink, I pray thee. 
~ And she made haste, and let down her pitcher from 
her shoulder, and said,- Drink, and I will give thy ca- 
iriei* drink alaor so I drank, arid she made the camels 
•drink ialso. 

And I asked her, aa4 said, Whose daughter art- 
thou ? And she said, the daughter of Bethuel, Nahor*s 
son, whom Miicah Wre unto htm : and I put the ear- 
ring upon her face, and the bracelets upon her hands. 

And I bowed down my head, and worshipped the 
3L.0RD, and blessed the Lord God of my master Abra- 
ham, which had led me in the right way to take my 
roaster's brother's daughter unto his son. 

And now if you will deal kindly and truly with f my 
master, tell me ; and if not, tell me j that J may turn 
to t}*e right hanti, or to the left. 

Then Laban and Bethuel answered and said, The 
*hing proceeded! from the Lord : we cannot speak unto 
thee bad"' or. good. Behold, Rebekab is before thee,- 
take her, and go, and let her be thy master's son's wife, 
&» the Lokd hath spoken. 

And it came to pass, that when Abraham's servant 
heard their words, he worshipped the Lord, bowing 
himself to. the earth. 

And the servant brought forth jewels of silver, and 
jewels of gold, and raiment, and gave them to Rebekah : 
he gave also to* her brother and to bef^ mother precious 
things. 

And they did eat and drinkj be and the men thai 
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were with him, and tamed all night :-and they rose ilp 
in the morning, and he said, Send me away unto my 
master. 

And her brother and her mother said, Let the dam- 
sel abide with us a few days, at the least ten ; .after that 
she shall go. And he said unto them, Hinder me not, 
seeing the Lord hath prospered my way;- send roe 
away, that I may go to my master. 

And they said, we will call the damsel, and enquire 
at her mouth. And they called Rebekah, and said unto 
her, Wilt thou go with this man ? And she said, I 
, will go. 

And they sent away Rebekah their sister, and her 
nurse, and Abraham's servant, and his men. And they 
blessed Rebekah, and said unto her, Thou art our sister, 
be thou the mother of thousands of millions, and let 
thy seed possess the gate of those which hate them. 

And Rebekah arose, and her damsels, and they rode 
upon the camels, and followed the man : and the ser- 
vant took Rebekah, and went his way. 
- And Isaac came from the way of the well Lahai-roi, 
for he dwelt in the south- country. And he went out 
to meditate in the field at the even tide ; and he lifted 
up his eyes, and saw, and behold the camels were com- - 
ing. 

And Rebekah lifted op her eyes, and when she saw 
Isaac, she lighted off the camel ; for she had said unto 
the servant, What man is this that walketh in the field 
to meet us ? And the servant had said,, It is my master : 
therefore she took a vail and covered herself! . 

And the servant told Isaac all things that he had 
done. And Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah's 
tent, and took Rebekah, and she became his wife : and 
he loved her, and Isaac was comforted after his mo- 
ther's, death* 
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Isaac was- forty years old when he took to wife Re- 
bekah the daughter of Betfruel 1 the Syrian, of Padan- 
aram, the sister to Laban the Syrian. 




ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 

Nahor very probably either removed with his father 
Terah (as Abraham did ) from Ur, in Chaldea, and set- 
tled at Haran, in Mesopotamia, or not long after fol- 
lowed them thither. We find that the promises of 
God, as far as they related to Abraham's personal pros- 
perity and happiness, were abundantly fulfilled ; for he 
was blessed in all things, and had as full enjoyment of 
the land of Canaan, as his circumstances would admit 
of: the entire possession of the country would have 
been an incumbrance to him, and disadvantageous to 
his posterity, for he could not have peopled it all, and 
the parts unoccupied would have been over-tun with 
wild beasts, and covered with briars and brambles, be- 
fore his descendants could increase into a nation. 

It was very natural that Abraham should wish to see 
Isaac settled before he died ; and as the people who 
surrounded him were idolators, he certainly would have 
been very unhappy had Isaac made an intimate alliance 
with them, especially as it had been revealed to Abra- 
ham, that their presumptuous wickedness would pro- 
voke the Lor d to cut them off at last. 

It would have been an imprudent step, if .Abraham 
had suffered his son to leave the land of Canaan, and get 
to the very place from whence he himself had been 
called by the Lord. Beside? the .good Patriarch knew- 
that in Mesopotamia, even those who adhered to the true 
God, had greatly corrupted His holy worship, and that 
the generality of the people were very much addicted to 
idolatry ; in this case, Isaac would have been exposed to 
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t"he danger of being drawn away from hi 3 duty, had he 
gone thither in search of a wife. Besides, he might 
have fancied same other woman in the country, instead 
of one of his own kindred, and by this means have 
*niade an improper match. 

Abraham' considered that his own life was very un- 
certain ; and knowing the fidelity and discretion of 
Eliezer, he appointed him the guardian of his son in 
this momentous affair. 

The oath whicli Abraham required his steward to 
take, was the most solemn one then in use. 

It does not appear that, Eliezer was visibly conducted 
by an angel, but it is likely that Abraham, in sending 
him, acted agreeably to Divine direction, and that, he 
bad received assurances from the Lord God of heaven 
and earth, that an •extraordinary providence should at- 
tend this expedition. The readiness of * Eliezer to un- 
dertake it, shews, that he was a pious good man, 
worthy of Ihis important trust ; and his subsequent be- 
haviour^ was such as might justly be. expected from a 
person trained in Abraham's house. The prayer Eliezer 
oiiered, wa« exactly suited to -the occasion, which was 
so difficult a one, that without some sign from the 
Lord, he would have been utterly at a loss how to pro- 
ceed, for he was not acquainted with a single person in 
the country ; and had he opened his business to stran- 
gers, he would have been in great danger of impooi- 
iiofl« 

In those days, they had not contrivances for convey- 
ing water from place to .place by pipes as we now have ; 
nor indeed would it have been worth their while to be 
at the trouble a«d expence of making them, because"' 
they frequently changed their situation ; which obliged 
them to have public wells, and to water their flocks at 
staled times, when all the young women used to attend, 
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it being part of their business to look after the sheep. 
Thin was the occasion that brought Rebekah to the place 
where Efiezer had his first interview with her. 

It is evident from his thanksgiving at the well, and 
the relation he gave of the sentiments which succes- 
sively arose in his mind, that EKezer perceived the pro- 
vidence of God disposing all events for the accomplish- 
Jttctat of the business he was employed 1 ' in. £nd we 
may also judge* from the ready concurrence of Rebekah 
And her friends, that they were of the same opinion. 

There is one particular in Rebekah 's conduct, which 
sfeeWs hef character in a very pleasing light; that is her 
■^humanity to the camels*. When she went to the 
well and beheld the poor weary beasts, though she knew 
not to whom they belonged, she was moved with com- 
passion towards them, and offered, without the least 
•oficitatkm, to 'draw water for them all. This was a 
very laborious employment {or a young woman to un- 
dertake, considering that camels are very large crea- 
tures, and that they drink water in great abundance 
to serve them for long travel in dry deserts, and Re- 
bekafy had no less thaft ten of them to satisfy ; yet she 
performed her promise, and drew for them all. Her 
brother Laban likewise was so attentive to the necessi- 
ties of the beasts, that before he gave the men any re- 
freshment, he ungirded the camels, and gave them pro- 
vender to eat, and straw to lie down and rest on. Com- 
passion urged him to take the first care of those crea* 
tores that ooald not take care of themselves. 

Hw admirable was the fidelity of Eliezer. He would 
neither eat nor drink, till he had executed his* commfs* 
ek>n. 

The readiness of Rebekah to leave her friends, and of 



* Dr. Prixnatt's Dissertation. 

them 
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then to part with her, she wed a firm trust in the Load* 
The blessing pronounced on her at parting, seems to 
allude to the Everlasting Covenant. This afterwards 
became a solemn form of benediction in the marriage 
ceremony among the Jews. 

The marriage of Isaac appears to haye taken place 
soon after the death of his mother. 

In former sections we read, that the Lord on many 
occasions visibly interposed in Abraham's temporal con- 
cerns. We find in this portion of Scripture a wonder- 
ful concurrence of circumstances, that could scarcely 
have happened by chance. . Abraham's servant was not 
favoured with a visible manifestation of the Deity, yet 
he clearly discerned a particular Providence in the oc- 
currences which befel him, and acknowledged with 
thankfulness the goodness of the Lord* 

By his example, we are instructed to ascribe our suc- 
cess, and prosperity in the affairs of this life, to the 
merciful guidance and direction of an over-ruling Pro- 
vidence : for what the Lord did for Eliezer, He still 
continues to do for all who put their trust in. Him. A 
man's heart {toys Solomon*) devisetk his <wai/ 9 but the 
Lok d directeth his steps. 

It is to be observed, that Eliezer did not throw him- 
self entirely upon Providence : in the first place he so- 
lemnly resolved to do what his duty required ; he then 
employed those means for the accomplishment of his 
purpose, which human reason would in that case na- 
turally suggest (providing himself with such a retinue 
and presents, as were likely to procure him credit and 
attention); and having done this, he prayed to the 
Lord God to dispose tkose contingencies which were 
not in his own power. Let us in every important affair 

*Piov, xvl.'9, 

" • pursue 
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.pursue the like method ; and if our wishes are crowned 
with success, let us not pride ourselves in the wisdom 
of our own contrivances, but, with humility and thank- 
fulness, acknowledge the goodness of the SapRfeMt 
Director of all events, as Eliezer did. 



SECTION XXVJII. 

THE BIRTH OF ESAU AHD JACOB. 

From Genesis, Chap* xxv. 

And Isaac untreated the Lor d for his wife, because 
•he had no children, and the Lord granted his prayer. 

And Rebekah went to enquire of the Lord, and the 
Lord revealed to her that two nations should proceed 
from her, add that they should be two manner of peo- 
ple ; that the one people or nation should be stronger 
than the other ; and that the elder should serve the 
younger. 

And Rebekah bare twin sons, and she called the first- 
born Esau, and the younger she called Jacob. And 
Isaac was threescore years old when she bare them. 

And the boys grew : and Esau waj a cunning hunter, 
a man of the field ; and Jacob was a plain man dwell- 
ing in tents. And Isaac loved Esau, because he did 
eat of his venison z but Rebekah loved Jacob. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

As Isaac was heir to the promises, it was v^ry natu- 
ral for him to be desirous of having a son, that he might 
transmit the inheritance to the next generation ; how- 
ever, it seems that he waited with patient resignation 
for 20 years, and then his hope beginning to fail, he 
solemnly and earnestly entreated the Lord to grant him 

ah increase of family. 

By 
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By the expression Rtfciah enquired of the LoR£>, vre 
majr understand that God sti 1 continued, by ImfneeHote 
revelation, to make his will known to his chosen ser- 
vants. 

The prediction given to Rebekah, on this occasion, 
was a very remarkable one, and, from its accomplish- 
ment, will be found to relate not personally to the chil- 
dren that were to be born of her, but nationally to their 
posterities j and the Apostle to the Hebrews refers to it 
as a proof, that the purpose and intention of God, ac- 
cording to his own free choice, was the only rule and 
standard for his choosing one nation rather than an- 
other, to be his peculiar people, not any works pr merit 
on the part of man ; for this declaration was made be- . 
fore the . persons from whom these two nations were- 
to proceed, were born; consequently, before they had 
xlone good to deserve, or evil to forfeit the pivine Fa- 
vour*. 

As the children grew up, their genius and disposition 
led them to different pursuits ;• but there was nothing 
in the manner of Jacob that indicated his future su- 
periority to his brother : on the contrary, E6au was of 
an active enterprising spirit, Jacob of a quiet domestic 
turn, 

SECTION XXIX. 

THE DEATH OF ABRAHAM. 

From Genesis % Chap,, xxv. 

_ Whbn Sarah was dead Abraham took another wife, 
and her name was Keturah j and she bare him six sons, 
Zimram, Jokshan, Medan, Midian, Ishbak, and Shuah. 

*SeeRom.ix. 10, 11,12. See also Taylor's Paraphrase on 
this chaoter of Romans* 

• And 
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And the soos of Jokshan, were Sheba and Dedan. 
And the sods of Dedan were Asshurim, Letushim, and 
Leummim. And the sons of Midian ; Ephah, Epher, 
Hanoch, Abidab, and Eldaah. All these were the 
children of Keturah. 

And Abraham gave all that he had in the land of 

Canaan unto Isaac. Bat unto the other sens which 

Abraham had, he gave gifts, and sent them away- from 

Isaac, eastward, unto the east country, while he yet 

lived. 

And these are the days of the years of Abraham's 
life, which he lived, an hundred threescore and fifteen 
years. 

Then Abraham gave , up the ghost, and died in a good 
old age, an old man, and full of years, ; and was gather- 
ed to his people. 

And his sons Isaac and Tdhmael buried him in the 
cave of Machpelah, in the fleicl of Ephron, the son of 
Zohar the Hittite, which is before Mamre ; 

The field 5 which Abraham purchased of* the sons of 
Heth : there was Abraham buried, and Sarah his wife. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Who Keturah was, whom Abraham married, is not 
known; but, without doubt, if she had ever been in 
idolatress, she was not so when he took her as his wife. 

It had been predicted by ihe Loud, that Abraham 
should be the father of many nations, and he lived to 
see the sons and grandsons, from whom they were to 
proceed, grow up ; and so considerable were his posses* 
sions, that he .was enabled to give them all portions, 
without any injury to his son Isaac. They settled com- 
fortably in different places, and multiplied and prospered 

exceed- 
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exceedingly. In time, each family became a nation, 
and their descendants branched out into other nations; 
so that all . the generations could not be numbered indi- 
vidually by human. art, any more than the dust. of the 
earth, the sand on the sea-shore, or the stars in the fir- 
mament*. - 

Ishmael, in particular, was successful to a remarkable 
degree; and had, as the Lord promised, twelve sons, 
who became prince*, and confederated together, so as 
to form a great nation-f . 

This wonderful prosperity was doubtless considered 
by Abraham as the completion of that part of the Tem- 
poral Covenant^ .which related to himself, and was as- 
earnest of the completion of the Everlasting Covenant. 
In this sense we should regard this passage of Sacred 
History, and learn from it to place a strong confidence 
in the promises of God J, respecting this covenant, made 
known to -us in his Holy Word, but which still remain 
to be fulfilled.. 

The other branches of Shem's family increased also, 
as did the posterity of Japheth and Ham. Those de- 
scended from Canaan, as 1 we observed before, were 
the idolatrous nations, whose land was given as an in* 
herita6ce to the descendants of Abraham. 

In providing for his other sons, Abraham had care- 
fully reserved for Isaac all his property that was annexed 
to the covenant, which God had vouchsafed to make 
with him respecting the land of Canaan, a large tract 
of which must, by this time, have been overspread by 
his numerous flocks and herds. The good Patriarch 
took a very proper measure in sending his other sons 
to settle in distant places 5 for ir was the only probable 

* Gen. xili, 16. xv. 5. xxii. 17. f See Gen', xxr. 

.J Gen. xviiL 19. 

way 
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way of preventing animosities and jealousies amongst 
them: 

We find, by the account that, is here given us of the 
years of Abraham's life, that the Divine promise* re- 
specting this particular, was faithfully fulfilled, for he 
lived to a good old age % considering that the period of 
man's life was greatly contracted after the flood. It is 
said> that he was gathered to his people. This expres- 
sion is synonymous with that in the prophecy, Thou 
shaft go tq thy fathers^ and cannot allude to the inter- 
ment of his body, because his fathers were buried in a 
distant part of the world. 

Having brought the history of Abraham to a period, 
and seen that he was faithful to the Lord, and that the 
IyORD was true to all his promises respecting him, let us 
emulate the example of the good Patriarch, that we 
may be reckoned among his children. 

The history of Abraham abounds with wonderful 
events, and exhibits the character of this good man" in 
different -points of view. We sometimes find him 
guilty of faults, which shew that he was subject to the 
infirmities of human nature ; but it is proved by a va- 
riety of instances, that his faith in God's promises, and 
obedience to the Divine commands, were such, as justly 
entitle htm to be called the Father of the Faithful ; and 
it is this part of his character that is proposed to our 
imitation. Let as then imitate the good Patriarch, 
that we may at length obtain (through the infinite 
mercy of God) a share of the blessings provided as the 
reward of faith and obedience by Him who changeth 
notf ; neither will he break his covenant, 'or alter the 
thing that is gone out of His mouth. The Lord hath 

* G<;n. xv. 15. t Mai. iii. 6. Jam* i. 17. 
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sworn, an4 it shall come to pass ; He hath ptirpostd, 
and it shall stand, that in the seed of Abraham ail' the em- 
tixms qf the earth shall $e blessed* ^y 

SECTION XXX. 

THB DEATH OF ISHMAEL* 

From Genesis, Chofi. xxv. 

And it came to past, after the death ol Abraham, 
that Goo blessed his son Isaac ; and Isaac dwelt by the 
well Lahai-roi. 

And Ishmael, Abraham's son, whom Hagar the 
Egyptian, Sarah's handmaid, bare, had twelve sons, and 
these are their names : Nebajoth, Kedar, Abdeel, Mib- 
sa m, Mishma* Dumah, Massa, Ha4ar, Tema, Jetur, 
Naphish, and ' Kedemah. 

These are the sons of Ishmael, and these are their 
names, by their towns, and by their castles ; twelve 
princes according to their nations. 

And Ishmael and his sons dweft from Havilah unto 
Shur, that is before Egypt, in the way to Assyria. 

And these are the years of the life of Ishmael, an 
hundred and thirty and seven years ; and he gave up 
the ghost, and died, and was. gathered unto his people ; 
and he died in the presence of all his brethren. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

We find from this account of the family of Ishmael, 
that the Bivine Promise made to- Abraham concerning 
him, waa literally fulfilled, for he had twelve sons who 
were princes, and a great nation proceeded from him, 
which has existed in an independent state down to the 
present 'time, called now Arabs. , 

It appears, that Isaac and Ishmael lived in harmony , 

together. 
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together, at they united in the pious ofliei of giving 
honourable burial to their father. Neither had Iabmael 
any cause to enry the temporal prosperity of bis brother, 
for having the advantage of being born bo many yean 
before him, his family* had multiplied greatly, and was 
tecome of consequence in the 'world, before Isaac had 
any children grown up. 

It is related of Ishtoael, that he Hedih tfur presence of 
mil hie Brethren. Before his birth, it was predicted of 
him, that He should be 1 a wUd man; thai hie hand would 
he against every one, and every one's hand against him ; and 
that he should dwell in the presence of off hie brethren. 
We do not read of any particular contests, which Ish- 
mael had with the other descendants of Abraham; but 
it may be inferred from these passages, that having 
permission from God to dwejl in a certain part of the 
world, he and his posterity resolutely maintained posses- 
sion of it, and were blessed with success, in spite of the 
invasions and opposition which the natives of the adja- 
cent countries might think fit to make, to prevent their 
establishment Of the present race of Arabs,, who -are 
supposed to be the original descendants of Ishmael, it 
may literally be said that their hands have ever teen 
against every one's, and every one's hand against them* 
and yet they have continued to Vive in the presence of all 
their brethren, for they were never wholly subdued, 
even by the greatest conquerors of the earth: but it 
appears like injustice to Ishinael and his son$, fo sup- 
pose, that they were robbers by profession* because the 
present wild Arabs are .so: it is much more reasonable, 
and candid to imagine, that the pretence of seizing the. 
property of others, as a * lawful right derived from their 
progenitor, is a corruption .of later times. The Lord 
■ would not have placed any set of people "in a situation 
where they should be under a* necessity'of practising* 

Vol. I. H immorality . 
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* • . 

imnjoraluy; snfrcb ,. less ,a son* of Abraham, one oa 
whom tl^e • had promised to bestow an extraordinary. 
blessing. ,;,!£, {be Isbmaclites. had a large tr^ct q( coun* 
try tp.^emselves*, as the Scriptures inform .us they had* 
there was no occasion for them to injure others, for 

their nwn territories were sufficient to afford them af- 

• .\» » » • * 

fluence. 
, Abxaham 4>ed to see the sons of Isaac fifteen years 

• •J r** * • • 

A ••* foB** 2 * confinastsoa.^ the troth of the pro* 
jj^ecie* in general, to see so ancient a one fulfilling at 
thi^,very. o tin>e t How wonderful it is to think that 
thefe-a^vould exist a Being so infinitely wise, as to*ee at 
once jt^ beginning and the end of all things, evea be- 
fore they are created ! and such a Being is God, 

. ','.' '' \ SECTJON XXXI. 

HISTORY OF ISAAC. 

fr&m Gentm, Chap, xxvi. 

And there was a famine in the land, besides the first 
famine that was in the days of Abraham. And the r 
Lord appeared unto I aac, and sad, Go not down into 
£gypt : dwell in the land which I shall tell thee of: 

Sojourn in this land, and I will be with thee, and 
will bless thee : for unto thee and utito thy seed I will 
give all these countries, and I will perform the oath 
wbich I sware unto Abraham thy father : 

And I will make thy teed to multiply as the stars of 
heaven ; and I will give unto thy seed all these coun- 
tries : and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth 
be blessedt 

Because that Abraham obeyed my voice, and kept 
my charge, my commandments, my statutes, and my 
kws, 

Ao<i 
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And loaao went unto Abimelech, king of the Fhjlift* 
tines, unto Gerar. 

And Abimelech the king charged his servants* say* 
iug, He that totichcth this man. qV hit wife, ateU surely 
be put to death. -A 

Then Isaac sowed in that land, and. received in. the 
tame year an hundredfold: and the Lord blessed him. 
And the man waxed great, and went forward/, and grew 
until he became very great. 

For he had possessions of flocks, and possessions. o£ 
herds, and great stores of servants : And the Philistines- 
envied him. For all the wells which his' father s . ser- 
vants had digged in the days of Abraham his. father* 
the Philistines had stopped them, and filled them with 
earth. 

And Abimelech said unto Isaac, Go from us, for thou 
art much mightier than we. And Isqac departed 
thence, and pitched his tent in the valley of Oerar, and 
dwelt there. 

And Isaac digged again the wells of .water which 
they had digged in the days of Abraham his father; for 
the Philistines had stopped them after, the death .of 
Abraham : and he called their names after the. names 
by which his father had called them. 

And Isaac's servants digged in the valley, and found 
there a well of springing, water. And the hdrdmen. of 
Gcrar did strive with Isaac's herdmen', saying, The, 
water is ours : and he called die najne. of the well Esek, 
because they strove with him. 

And they digged another well, and strove for that 
J . also : and he called the name of it Sitnati* - % '* 

H And he removed from thence, and digged another 

well, and for that they strove not} and he called the 
name-. ?f it Rehoboth ; and he soidy for now the LdRfr 
hath made room for us, and we shall be fruitful io t!ie 
land* 

H2 AH 
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And he went up from thence to Beer-theba. And 
die Lord 1 appeared unto him the same night, and said*. 
I am the God of Abraham thy father.: fear not, far I 
am with thee, and wiH Mess" thee, and multiply thy 
aped, for flfty-servalrt Abraham's sake. 

And he builded an altar there, and called upon the- 
same of die Lord, and pitched his; tent there : and 
them Isaac's servants digged a well. 
* Then Abimelech went to him from Gerar,, and 
Ahuzzath one of his friends, and Phicol the chief cap- 
tain of his army. And Isaac said unto them, Where* 
fore come ye to me, seeing ye hate me, and have sent 
me away from you ? ' ' 

» And they said ; We saw certainly that die Lord was 
with thee : and we said, Let there be now an oath be* 
twixt us, even betwixt us and thee, and let us make a 
covenant with thee, that thou wilt do us no hurt, as we 
have not touched thee, and as we have done unto thee 
nothing but good, and have sent thee away in peace ; 
thou art now the blessed of the Lord. 

And he made them a feast, and they did eat and 
drink. * And they rose up betimes in the morning, and 
•ware one to another : and Isaac sent them away, and 
they departed from him in peace. 

And it cam§ to pass the same day, that Isaac's ser- 
vants came and told him concerning the well which 
they had digged, and said unto, him, We have found 
water. And l>e called it Sheba : therefore the "name 
of the city is Beer-sheba unto this day. 

ANNOTATIONS a*i> REFLECTIONS* 

r 

Famine is. reckoned among those judgments which are 
inflicted by the himd of Goo,' to awaken wicked nations 

to 



to a tense of their tins*. That which happened in the 
"days of Isaac seems to have been designed for the pu- 
msHment of the idolatrous people, and shews that they, 
were not cut off without warnings. It appears that 
God commanded* Isaac + to go from Canaan while the 
famine lasted, and directed him to the land of the Phi- 
listines instead of Egypt, to which we may presume he 
ha<J purposed to go. But before he departed lie was 
taught to consider Canaan as his home; and to dispel 
from his mind those fears which the famine naturally 
gare rise to, the Covenant, which the Lo*d had for- 
merly made with Abraham, was renewed to htm ; and 
that Isaac might understand that God's favour to his 
faithful servants is not limited to the short term of their, \ 
existence in this world, the Lord assured him, that* ia 1 
granting the blessing to him, he meant to do a farther ^A 
honour to Abraham, which implied that Abraham still j 
existed, though no longer on earth. 

The king of the Philistines could scarcely be .the same rr , 
witb whom Abraham made an alliance; but it is ima-,- 
gined, that Abimelech was a general, dame for the | ..'' , 
kings of that* country.' Isaac inconsiderately practised r 
the same kind of evasion which Abraham had \>efore ' 
done, by endeavouring to make his wife pass for hit, 
sister ; but as this subject Has already been considered %* 
ft is omitted in this section. 

The success which Isaac met with in the great in- 
crease of his first harvest in the land of the Philistines, 
and his subsequent prosperity, were propfs that the Pro-, 
vidence of God constantly attended him. 

We cannot suppose that the family of Isaac was equal 
in number and power to the nation of the Philistines.: 

• See Lev; xwtv. 20. Betrt. xxviit. 23. Amos \v. 6. • " " * 
f I have taken the liberty of making a transposition in this sec- 
tton, which £hope the content justified J See Section xvi. 

: H 3 jhc 



the expression of Abimelech, Thou art greater and migL- 

. Vur than we, must not be understood literally, but com- 
paratively. The wonderful increase of Isaac's sub- 
stance had raised the envy of the Philistines, who war- 
mured at seeing a foreigner more prosperous in their 
land than themselves,. 

j ' n the valley of Gerar, Isaac had a. sort of hereditary 
fighf' J tO f dwell, for a former' king had granted to his 
Ktfie/'fhe liberty of choosing any part of the country for 
hU residence; and this was the spot Abraham fixed 
upon") "'and Isaac had an undoubted claim to the wells 
ytod* Ii^' father digged, because, that Patriarch had 
actually purchased a title to them*. It was this consi- 
deration in all probability that chiefly influenced Isaac 
to open them rather than dig new .ones. Beer-sheba 
Jlad been consecrated by Abraham, who planted a grove 
there, and built an attar to the Lord. No^ sooner was 
Isaac arrived at this sacred spot, than he. was honoured 
_ with a Divine vision, and a fresh ratification of the 
Covenant respecting temporal blessings:' from a prin. 
ciple of gratitude for the promises, vouchsafed to him, 
we find that he also built an altar, and resolved to 

abide in that place. 

* rr 

It seems that Abimelech feared the true Go d, or he 

would not hate been so solicitous to make an alliance 
with Isaac, merely from a conviction that he was pecu- 
liarly blessed of the Lord. It is very remarkable, that 

v the well which Abraham named Beer-sheba, or the 
well of the oath, in witness of the Covenant made be- 
tween Urn and the king of the Philistines, should be 
discpveied to Isaac on the very day that he was in si- 

vrnilar circumstances. It is likely that the news arriv- 
ed before his royal guest had left him, and that he 
restoDjd the name to do honour to his father's memory \ 

* Se£ Section xyi. 4 - - 

and 
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and also that the well might, agreeably, to. its firjft des- 
tination, serve as a testimony .of the covenant .which/ te 
had just renewed.. x ^ • -' : .t 

The name Phlcol seems to have titularly belonged 
to the office of chief captain of the army. Who Ahuz- 
zath was 'we are "not told, but he was doubtless a person 
Df distinction. _ 

It is evident, from the words in which the promise at 
the beginning of this section was conveyed to Isaac, that 
the Divine Being who made it, was the same Lojii> that 
appeared to Abraham, and we find hira in t£e, sec?nd 
vision, calling himself the God of Abraham. , ' ;- 

It is needless to expatiate farther ; on . this passage of 
Scripture $ for, after contemplating ^he history of 
Abranam, the reflections and , practical instruction it is 
calculated to* convey, will naturally* arise in the. miact 
©f an attentive -reader, jf , ^ • 
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SECTION XXXIL 

** . \ • * 

ESA? SEViltTB HIS BIRTH-RM3HT— Hit JfAAftfSTB 

TWO WIVES. > • •'• -j ,1 



From Genesis, CKafi. 

And Jacob sod pottage: and "Esan came from tfatf* 
field, and he was faint : And Esau, said to Jacob, Feed, 
me, I pray thee, with that same red pottage ; for I u» 
feint: therefore was his name called- Edo/n. • / 

And Ja<iob said, Seii me thi* day. tty birth right- r 

And Essu said, Bel>old, I am at the. point tadieU and 
what profit shall this birth-right to do met ■ ■ 

And Jacob said, Swear to me this day ; and hpawtar 
unto hira : and he sold hit birth-right unto Jacob. > 

.Then Jacob gave Esau bread and pottage of kntiles ; 

Hi *nd 
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and he .did eat .and drink, and rpse up, and wept hi* 
way : thus Esau despised his birth-right. v 

And Esau was forty years old when he took to wife 
Judith .the daughter of JJeeri the Hittite, and Bashem^th 
the daughter of Elon the Hittite : which were a grief 
of mind unto Isaac and to, Rebekah. 

; ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS.. 

' Esau and Jacob were twin brothers ; but as Esau was 
the first-born, he had, as we may suppose, a superiority 
in his father's house, and seems to have expected, a* 
hit birth-righf, to be heir of the promises which God 
had made to Abraham and Isaac, one part of which was, 
that God would fc their Oop in a peculiar manner. 

Fond of the sports of the field, Esau pursued then 
with such ardor, that he left himself little time for con- 
sidering the value of the privileges to which he made 
pretensions, or he would not have parted with them so 
easily. The Apqqtfe * J(o $$ Hebrews represents the 
•ale of the birth-right as a ftrofane action, which it could 
not have beett, lUBerit **tbWtf to" temporal blessings ortfy^ x 

Jacob, on the other hand,- seems to have had a sincere 
faith in the promises of ,Qod # and an -Urgent desire to 
possess the blessings which Were promised to the seed of 
Ateahamand Isaac. ilt>is most tikefy that Rebekahhad 
liadekaftwn to Jakob, who W« her dating sdii, what the 
iiARJD hiad ?eyea)e4 ko her, ^before his bfthi concerning* 
the superiority. ' whi&v she WttiOiv that- wa» to proceed 
from him should fyrte. over that which wat tolprocaed 
flora JEsauu- r.Thisy'hdw^veis i* ao excuse for Jacob; 
he certainly took on- unjustifiable method to obtain ther 
\Mxmgftt; anct Wermust not 'Consider his success in 
this instajte bca^prdpf of -the Divine fevour: for iti 
: -' !" /A "L :• v::cc:.:» bBv 

* »» * J. IT.I 
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witt appear, as we proceed, that it did not erenttiaUy ■ 
advance his personal huftpmess y neither did iVfirocmre the 
blessing of Abraham for his posterity; for before he, 
os Esau,; had done goojl or era]* before they were bom 
into the world, the Loup had determined*; that, in re* 
spect to the nations which should spring from them, the 
elder should serve the younger*, as has been already ob- 
served in a former section;' : ~' 

Esau's marriage, with, a Canaanitish. woman was an- 
other instance of firofaneness; for he could .not be ig- 
norant' that it was % of material consequence^ for those t 
who honoured the Lord, and were designed, to be His 
peculiar people, to avoid alliances with Idolators. 

From this section, we learn, that it is very wrong td 
give up the mind, entirely to any pursuit, to the exclu- 
sion of religious meditation : had Esau accustomed Him- 
self to reflect on the value of the privileges annexed to 
the" birth-right, He would not have been so ready to re- 
linquish the title which, he supposed he had to them. ' 
In his father's house, he cpuld scarcely be, is dapger of 
starving ; therefore, we may conclude, that he pre- 
ferred the. gratification of his appetite with a savoury 
dish, to , the . greatest spiritual advantages. How many' 
people in "the world, like Esau, feSign the tide, 'whfcrj 
the^ Christian covenant gives them, to the j>roviHentiaI ' 
care of God in this world, and tfce hope of a heavenly' 
inheritance in the next, for. the sports of the held, and 
the pkasutjes of the table ! 

In his desire to secure to himself the blessing of the 
Lord, we should imitate Jacob x but not in his attempt 
to secure .itjby unlawful means.. He cerfaiiily was very 
wrong ^n taking advantage of his brother's necessities;,. 
and the following part of his history shews, that he ' 
brought, great distresses uppa himself by doing so. Esau, 
however, deserved the punishment which, by divjuerer- 

* See Section xxix. % 
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mission, fell upon, him; and Chiisriana should take, 
warning : by it, jnot to prefer any thing this world can 
afford to the bfasiagttfGw, which under the Christian 
covenant comprise* all that if really needful both for 
the body and the soul. / 

SECTION XXXIII. 

JACOB DECEITETH HIS FATHER. 

From Genesis, Chap, xxvii. 

Ay d it came to pass, that when Isaac was old, and 
his eyes were dim, so that he could not see, he called 
Esau, his eldest son, and said unto him, My son : and 
he said unto him, Behold, here amT 

And he said, Behold now I am old ; I know not the 
day of my death. Now therefore, take, I pray thee* 
thy weapons, thy quiver and thy bow* and go out to. 
the field, and take me some venison;, and make me 
savoury meat, such as I love, and bring it to me that I 
rpay. eat: that iny soul may bless the before I die. 

And Rebekah heard when Isaac spake to Esau his. 
son ; and Esau went to the neld to hunt for venison,. 
arid to bring it. And Rebekah spake unto Jacob her 
6on, # saying/ Beholds. I heard thy father speak unto Esaa, 
thy brother^ saying, Bring me venison and make me 
sayoury meat, tlat.I may eat, and bless thee before the 
Ij/ord, before my death. 

Now therefore, my son, obey my voice* according to* 
tha,t which I command thee ; Go now to the * flock, and 
fetch me from thence two kids of the goats;** and 
I will make them savoury meat for thy father,, such as 
he love th. And thou, shalt bring it to thy father, that 
he. niay eat, and that he may bless thee before his. 
death. 

And Jacob said to Rebekah rift mother, Behold, Esau, 
my brother is ^ hairy man* and 1 am a smooth man ; My 

fath* 
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father ptndventure will feel me, And I shall seem to? 
him as a deceiver; and I shall bring a. curse upon me, 
and not a blessing; . f 

And. hi* mother said unto, him, Upon me be ihj 

curse, my . son : only obey my voice,, and go fetch me- 

them. And he went and fetched, .and brought them. 

to his mother : and hit mother, jnade savoury meaty. 

such as his father loved.. 

■ » ■■■ i * 

And Rebekah took goodly raiment pf her eldest spa 
Esau, v/hich w.ere with her in. the house* and put them 
upon Jacob her younger son. And she put the skina 
of the kids of. thejgpats. upon his. hands,, and. upon: the. 
smooth of his neck,. 

And she gave the savoury meat^ and the bread, which. 
4he had prepared, . into the hand of hex son Jacob. . . 

And he came unto hit father, and said, My father; 
and be said», Hene ami; who art thou, my son ? • 

And Jacob satd unto his father, I am Esau thy. first- 
born ; I. hare done according as. thou badesi mej arise, 
I pray thee, sk and. eat of my venison, that, thy souj s 
jaaybkssme*, ,- <f 

And Isaac said unto>hia -son, How is it that thou has$; 
found.* so quickly, my son? And he said,. Because the^ 
Loan thy God brought it tome. 

And Isaac said unto Jacob, . Come near, I pray thee,. 
- that I may feel the^my,aon, whether, thou.be my very 
son Esau, or not.. And. Jacob went near unto Isaac his 
faihej, and he felt him, and said, The voice, is, Jacob's 
voice,, but the hands arc the hands of Esau,. 

And he discerned him not, because his hands were 
hairy, at his brother Esau's hands;, so he blessed. 
him* . 

And Isaac said, Art thou my very son Esau.? and he 
- said. I am. And Isaac said, Bring it near to me, and I „ 
wjU eat of my son's venison, that my soul may bless. 

H6 thee; 
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thee: and he hrough,t it near to. him, and he did eat: 
atfd he brought him win£, and hejirpnk. * * ' ' ' " 

And his father~Isaac "said unto him, Come hear now, ' 
and kiss me, my son. And he came near, andktsssd' 
Sim: and he smelted the smell of his raiment, and 
blessed him, and said, See, the smell of my son is aV 
the smell of a fiel4, which the Lojid, hath blessed. 
* Therefore GOd' give" thee" of the dew 'of heaven, and 
the fatness of the earth, and plenty of corn and wine. s ' 
* Let '-people' serve' thee, and nations bow down t#_ 
thee; belortr over tibj' : \ttkfiten 9 arid let thy . mother's* 
sons bow down to thee: cursed be every one that curs- * 
eth thee, -and biessed be he that blesseth thee. ' 

And it came to pass as soon as Isaac had made an 1 
ehd of blessing Jacob,' and Jacob Vas yet scarce gone 
out from the presence of Isaac his father, that Esau his 1 
brother c&ne hi from his hunting. ' " 

Aiid he also made savoury meat, and brought ft unto"' 
his father; and said unto his father, Let my father 
arise, and eat of his son's venison, that thy sotil may 
bless me. \ A * - . : 

And Isaac h&vfather said unto him, Who art thour^* 
and he said* I. am thy* Boh; thy first-born Esau. * And 
Isaac trembled very exceedingly* and he skid, : Who?* 
where is he that hath taken venison, and brought it 
me; and I have eaten of all before' thou earnest, and 
have blessed him ? yea, and he shall be blessed: ' 

And when Esau heard the words of his father, he 
cried with a great and exceeding bitter cry, and said * 
unto his father, Bless me, even me also, G my father.' 

An4 Isaac said, Thy brother came with subtihy, and 
hath taken away thy blessing. 

And EjBau said, Is not he rightily named Jacob ? for he * 
hath supplanted me these two times : He todk away my 
birth-right ; and behold, now he hath taken away my 

^ "W^ssingfr* 
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blessing ; and he said. Hast thou not reserved . a blessing - 
forme? 

And Isaac apswered and said unto Esau, Behold I ^ 
have made him thy,, lord, and 'all .his brethren .have I. 
given to him for servants, and. with corn and wme have 
I sustained him : and what shall I do. now unto thee 
my son ? * ' 

And Esau said unto hi$ father, Hast thpu but one bles- 
sing, my father ? bless me, even me also, O my father. ' 
And IJsau lifted uj> his voice and wept. 

Arid Isaac his father answered and said unto him, 
Behold thy dwelling shall be the fatness of the earth, 
and of the dew. of heaven from above > 

And by thy sword shah thou live, and shalt serve r 
thy brother : and it shall come to pass when thou shah ' 
have the dominion, that thou shalt break his yoke from 
off thy neck. < 

ANNOTATIONS an* REFLECTIONS. 

There is something so affecting in the account which 
is given in this section of Esau's disappointment, that the 
heart which can forbear to commiserate his distress must 
be totally destitute of sensibility ; yet however We* may 
be inclined to pity him and condemn Jacob, Esau' will 
be found, dn an impartial examination of his conducts 
to huve been still more culpable than his brother. Nei* ' 
ther of them could indeed justKy claim the blessing as 
the reward of his merits, nor was it, as we observed be- 
fore*, designed 1 is a reward for any works o£ theirs, * 
b*t as* free gift &om Got> to the posterity of Abraham • 
in the fine- of Jacob j for purposes of fuercy to ail man- 
kind. • -" • "" J jl •' 

But though the Lor t> thus predetermined the lot of 
the nations which Jacob and Esau represented, (as die 
heais from whom they were to proceed) He left them 

♦ Section xxxii. 
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as individuals (like the rest of the human race) to the 
exercise of their own free ««//, both in respect to faith 
and mora) actions: we will therefore, for the present 
suspend the farther consideration of the Divine ordinance 
in respect to the predestination of one people to supre- 
macy, and the other to su5jectton 9 since we find that it 
was the business of an Apostle** not of the Jewish his* 
toriatty to vindicate the justice of God io this particular.. 

Moses describes the conduct of the different parties, 
concerned in this transaction, as merely the result of 
human inclinations, uocontrouLed by Divine power > so* 
&r as it related to their own persons. 

It will appear, in a following part of this history, that 
Isaac lived for a number of years after the event whichu 
is. here recorded j, but. when he found the infirmities of 
age increasing upon him, and felt a sensible decay, of 
his faculties* it was very natural- for him. to. fear that 
his end was approaching. 

Esau seems to have made it one of the pleasures o£ his. 
life to shew his affection for his father, by procuring ve- 
nison, and dressing it for him in a manner, agreeable to* 
iiis palate. Without imputing luxury to. Isaac, we may ' 
conceive that, he took particular delight in eating of this, 
dish $ for every parent knows* that the dutiful attention.. 
o£ a child can* give a value to the most trifling services*. 

Jacob who was naturally of a. very timid disposition^ 
observing the great ascendancy which; his brother had-. 
gained, aye*, his, father, attached himself* as. we find,, 
inore particularly ta bis, mother.; a^ndeaoh parens in-*- 
dulged a partiality, which inclined them respectively; 
to, jp^jpote the interest of their, particular favourites. 
This in all probability, gave rise to those jealousies and 
animosities, whiqh prevented the. harmony that ought,, 
to subsist in aU' families v 

*. Sec Rem. jj* 
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Whether a decay of memory betrayed Isaac into- tfie 
error, Is not mentioned ; but he appears to have forgot* 
ten what the Lobld had revealed to his wife, for he re- 
solved to give to Esau the fraternal Blessing, (wbick 
appears to have been the appointed means for the con- 
veyance . of the everlasting covenant J 9 and to shew that 
he meant to bestow the blessing on* Esau, as the reward 
©f his filial piety, he required him to. bring venison, 
that he might sanctify an action which had so pecu- 
liarly endeared him to his heart, by making it* kind of 
witness qt token, on this solemn occasion. . Isaac testified a 
sincere faith in the Divine promises, but, io hrs prefer* 
ence of Esau, he certainly acted on a wrong principle 

Rebekah also believed in. the promises, and never lost 
sight of the Divine revelation which she had been fa- 
voured with before the bkth of her children. Anxious. 
to secure the blessing for Jacob, and supposing that she- 
was co-operating with the will of God, she thought 
herself justified in employing artifices to obtain it. 

Equally apprehensive of losing what he valued above 
aU things, and accustomed to pay implicit obedience to 
his mother, Jacob thought it is duty to yield to her 
commands, even in opposition to the dictates of his o<vvn> 
conscience; under this mistaken idea, be, with, reite-, 
rated falsehood, deceived bis. aged father ! 

Both Rebekah and Jacob were commendable for 
having a due esteem for the paternal benediction,: but 
nothing can justify their attempt to bring about the- 
accomplishment of a Divine prophecy, by a comply 
cation of, frauds ; it appears, however, to have beea a 
precipitate act, the result of inconsideration, rather than* 
premeditated wickedness- c 

It is conjectured that the wdment which Jacob put; 
on when he went to his father, was a dress which Esau, 
had to distinguish him as the eldest son* 

The 
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The behaviour of Isaac to the supposed Esau, shews, 
that he meant' to make him heir .to the promises at first * 
vouchsafed by the Lord to Abraham, and afterwards - 
confirmed to himself. The words in, which he pro*- 
Bounced the blessing were evidently a froflhacy, and they 
perfectly agreed with that prediction concerning the 
everlasting covenant* . which, the Loud himself had for* 
f raeriy declared * .. * 

• Isaac was certainly -wrong in proceeding in so mo- ' 
mentions an >aflair without seeding God's direction, or < 
referring to the Divine revelation, which; had-, been^ 
formerly made * - • * 

However Esau might have despised his birth-right,/ 
he was not ignorant of the value of the Divine promises ; 
nor does. he seem to have been destitute ^>f faith in them,* 
for he readily made preparations for receiving the pa- 
ternal benediction j bat his faith was not productive of 
obedience ; so. far was he from being perfectly devoted f 
to the Lord, that he intermarried with those very na-. 
tions. who were designed to be cut oft for their wicked- 
ness, and he transferred the birth-right to Jacob, and 
solemnly called' upon the Lord Himself J as a witness* 
of hia willingness to forego the advantage at having > 
Him as. a Gqd, which was a principal part of the poer*- 
lasting covenant. Had: the blessing been -merely- personal* • " 
surely, he would have deserved to low it. And in fact it 
was, properly speaking, Esau- who was- the*- ruftfilantery 
or Jacob had a right to the blessing, bojh by Divine 1 
appointment, and the solemn resignation of- Esau. 

.. JaaacV violent agitation> when he discovered the fraud' 
that iad been, practised on> hiftv may be Imputed to % 
sodden -recollection that he had opposed the revealedt 
mil of Gob, in intending to give to-his eldest son- the 
Uesatng destined for tha youngesfc It i« evident- thfel? 
* Gen. xvii. 8* + QaLJoaLI^ ..""J <5«k^*i*i. 84*. ** 

-', -. Isaac 
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Isaac did nqt design to offend the Lord. ; on the con- 
trary, he resisted -the earnest importunities, and even 
bitter tears pfa darlipg son, and could not be prevailed 
upon to make a. deliberate attempt to counteract the 
decree of Heaven^ but voluntarily confirmed the bles- 
sing, which he had inadvertently pronounced. 

All that Isaac could do to console Esau, was, to pro- 
nounce the Messing which God designed for his poste- 
rity ; and it is remarkable, that it was equal in value 
to that pronounced on Jacob's, excepting in the cir- 
cumstance" of supremacy, and that even this was to con- 
tinue only for a season. 

The practical instruction which Reason teaches us to 
collect from this section, seems to be, that fathers and 
mothers should not give a partial preference to any one 
of their children. That brothers ought not to endeavour 
to circumvent each other; that the practice .of deceit and 
falsehood, even from .pious motives, will cast an odium 
upo-n the beat characters : and that parents should not 
entice their children iota sin j nor children yield to 
their parents? persuasions, when their own consciences 
tell them, that by doing so they will offend <$o»» 
•' We h$ve n$t, like she pasriafoWe,' particular revela- 
tions concerning the. future prosperity of oj*r descendants j 
but a title to a share in >the BveriasAng Covenant' has beetf 
purchased for itf, and for our children* The means to se- 
cure this title are proposed. in {he Scriptures ; therefore, 
instead, of endeavouring, : with a too anxious solicitude 
for their worldly interest, to do the work of Divine Pro* 
videhce irf their : behalf* 'lot its instil into the minds of 
Our children lessons of. piety, and accustom them to 
study the oracles of Go n as the best rules of moral con- 
duct ; then will they be upright and sincere in all their 
words and actions, and affectionately united to each 
other, and the Lord Himself will bestow on them his 
Choicest blessings, bMh ! temporal and ekxnd. 
c -"'SECTION 
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SECTION XXXIV. 

* * 

JSAAC BLESSETH JACOB, AND SENDETH 9IM TO 

PA DAN ARAM. 

From Gents is 9 Chap. XXviL 

And Fsau hated Jacob, because, of the blessing" 
wherewith his father -blessed him: and Esau said in hi* 
heart, The days of mourning foir my lather are at hand, 
then will 1 slay my brother Jacob. 

And these words of Esau her elder son were told so 
Relekah : and she sent and called Jacob her youngei 
son, and said unto him, Behold, thy brother Esau as 
touching thee doth comfort himself, purposing "\o kill 
thee. . 

Now* therefore* my sod, obey toy voice and arise* 
flee thou to Labaj* my brother, to Haran : and tarry 
with him a few days, until thy brother's fury, tufti 
away, until thy brother's anger turn away from thee^ 
and he forget that which thou hast done to him: theft 
I will send and fetch thee from thence : why should I 
he deprived also of you both in one, day? 

And Rebekah said to Isaac, J am weary of my life, be* 
cause of the daughters , of Heth : if Jacob take a wife of 
the daughters of Heth* such as these which are of the 
daughters of the land* what good shall my life do me I 

And Isaac called Jacob, and blessed him, and charged 
htm, and said unto him, Thou shalt not take a wife of 
the daughters of Canaan. 

Arise,, go to Padan-aram, to the house of Betrraet thy 
mother's father ; and take thee a wife from thence of 
the daughters of Laban thy mother's, brother. 

And God Almighty bless thee, and make thee fruit- 
ful, and multiply thee, that thou raayest be a multitude 
of people : 

And give thee the blessing of Abraham, to thee,. and 

to 
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to thy seed with thee ; that thou mayest inherit the Ian J 
wherein thou .art a stranger, which God gave unw 

Abraham. 

And Isaac sent away Jacob : and he went to Padan- 
aram unto Laban # son of Bediuel the Syrian* th» bro- 
ther of Rebekah, Jacob's and Eteu's mother. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

We observed in the last section* that had the Buss- 
ing, which was the object of contention between the 
two brothers, been a fursonal one, Esau deserved to lose 
it ; and the same may be said in respect to, Jacob, who 
soon found to his sorrow, that those honours, which are 
purchased at the expence of sincerity and tmjh, cannot • 
be enjoyed with tranquillity of mind. Instead of being 
treated as the heir of the promise*, he was obliged, in or- 
der to save his life, to leave his native home, forsake his 
aged father, and tear himself from the arms of his in- 
dulgent mother. He, who had been accustomed from his 
infancy to a quiet domestic life,, was under the necessity 
of undertaking a long fatiguing journey of 450 miles, 
without a single attendant to direct his steps* or soothe 
his sorrows. He was even destitute of the means of 
subsistence for any length of time. He could not re- 
quest his father to give him a younger son's portion j 
and besides, Isaac was led to believe, that Jacob under- 
took the journey merely in search of a wife : neither 
could Jacob carry any great stock of provisions with 
him. He was indeed going to his mother's relation! ; 
but many misfortunes might befal him by the way ; 
and it was probable tbe family of Laban would not re- 
ceive Jiim, or grant him a settlement among them. He. 
had no flocks or herds to begin the world with ; nor do* 
we. read that he was, like khmaeJl, jkijkd in archery. 
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From these circumstances it is evident, that* in respect 
to hia own immediate happiness, it would have bees 
better for Jacob, at that time, to have Hved in . a subor* 
dinate rank to his brother. 

An equal punishment fieri upon Rebekah; for we 
may easily conceive that she suffered extreme disttsess of 
mind at first, from the 7 apprehension that Esau would 
actually kill Jacob} and afterwards, from being obliged 
to part with the object of her tenderest affections. 

Here appears then no partiality in the dispensations 
of Providence in respect to the two brothers ; for Jacob 
was immediately punished, by being launched into the 
wide world to seek his fortune ; and Esau left without 
a rival, to enjoy all the comforts and advantages, which 
the paternal roof afforded. 

The threat which Esau threw out against Jacob was, 
in all probability, uttered while he was under violent' 
perturbation* of mind, occasioned by his disappointment' 
of the paternal blessing ; for it does not appear that he' 
made any actual attempt to take away his brotherV 
life, or that he retained his hatred. * l 

* Rebekah took- a very prudent step, in 1 sending Jacob* 
to her own relations, and is not to be blamed * for tha ' 
excuse she made for doirig so ; because' the* deBire th&t* 
he 'should marry in her family, was doubtless trie of her * ' 
reasons for wishing him to go thither ; and had she told ' 
the whble truth to herliusband, while he was in such a ' 
weak state of health, it might have occasioned his death ; 
at least it would have raised his anger against Esau,. 
and there is no knowing what bad consequences might 
have ensued to all parties. 

We may easily conceive, from the general character 
of Jacob, that his heart was overwhelmed with afflic- 
tion, when he found, tha| he must leave all his tender 
Connections behind him ; and- though the Sacred Histo- 
rian 
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ran is silent in this particular, it is most likely that he 
felt contrition for the part he had acted. 
** The prfcyer which Isaac offered up, when he dis- 
missed Jacob, shews, that he was satisfied his paternal 
blessing had been bestowed agreeably to the Divine 
will ; , and we may also understand from it, that this 
blessing included every particular contained in the ori- ' 
ginal blessing, bestowed by the Lord on Abraham* \ 
This was die portion Jacob had so solicitously sought 
for, and with this he was contented. He asked for no 
provision from his ' father ; but taking his staff in his 
handf, he bade adieu to his native home, and commit- 
ted himself to the care of that God, whose promises he 
firmly believed. 

Esau, by degrees, became sensible of his errors. A re- 
cent instance had convinced him of his folly in selling 
his birth-right. He next repented that he had displeased 
his father, by marrying idolatrous women ; and endea- 
voured to repair his fault by taking another wife, who 
he thought would be more agreeable to him : but his 
repentance availed nothing ; ' nor indeed would a • con- 
duct the reverse of that which he had pursued have 
.made any difference in respect to that peculiar blessing, 
in consequence of which, one branch of Abraham'* 
family was to be separated to the Lord in an extraor- 
dinary manner ; and from whom should descend, the 
promised seed of the woman, to bleSs . all the families of 
the earth, by redeeming them from the curse threat- 
ened to mankind before the fall, jn case they commit- 
ted sin, Thou shall surely die. 

We are left to make our. own reflections on this pan 
of Sacred History ; and, therefore* are at liberty |o ap- 
prove or condemn, as our reason,, and the kopwitftat 

• 4 • 
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too have acquired from other parts of Divine revels 
tion, shall suggest. 

There is something so very unnatural in hating a bro* 
thtr, that no provocation can justify it to the commoa 
feelings of ^umanity ; and we learn, from the instance 
of Cain, that, if carried to such a height as to end in 
murder, it is highly provoking to God. Happily for 
Esau, he was prevented by Jacob's flight from executing 
the wicked purpose he had formed : or .what would 
have been the sufferings of a mind like his, subject to 
transports of vehement passions, had he actually killed 
his brother ? All persons should endeavour to strengthen 
themselves against temptations to so horrid a sin, by 
cherishing tender affection for those who stand ^n so 
near a degree of relation to them ; and shoujd accus^ 
torn themselves to have as great a regard for the iat«- 
rest and prosperity of their brothers and sisters, as for 
£heir own. Abraham gave an example of this in his 
behaviour to Lot, who was only his nephew. Let then 
he no strife said he, between me and thee 9 are we not 
brethren ? It is easy to see, that had Jacob and Esau 
acted upon this principle, neither of them would have 
had a desire of circumventing the other; but each 
would have left the' affair of the birthright to be de- 
termined by the will of Heaven. 

When family disputes arise to so unfortunate a height, 
that there is no prospect of effecting a reconciliation, pru- 
dence requires, that mothers should, like Rebekah, en- 
deavour to separate the contending parties; and con- 
ceal, as far as possible, from each of them, every thing 
thai may have a tendency to increase their animosities. 
Th* quarreh of their children are among the' things 
wWch a wife ' may forbear to reveal to her husband, in 
cweg where >* interposition is not likely to be of use, 

and 
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-and when the knowledge of them will only add to Up 
fares, and perhaps shorten his days with sorrow*. 

Every person, who feels a conviction of mind that a 
measure, which they wish to pursue, is contrary to the 
revealed will, of God> should immediately, like Isaac, 
change - their purpose, and preserve, .in - their -known 
duty on all future occasions. And whoever is conscious 
that he_. has acted wrong, by endeavouring to anticipate 
Providence, should, like Jacob, acquiesce in the natural 
consequences of his precipitation, and. arm his mind 
with patience to endure the worst that can befal him* 

SECTION XXXV. 

' • - * ■ 

% Jacob's vision. 

* From Genuity Ckafl. xxvtii, 

Arb Jacob went out from Beer-sheba, and went to- 
ward Haran. 

And he lighted upon a certain place, and tarried 
there all night, because the sun was set : and he took 
of the stones of that place, and put them for .his pil- 
lows, and lay down in that place to sleep. 

And he dreamed, and behold, a ladder set upon the 
-earth, and the top of it reached to heaven ; and behold 
the angels of God ascending, and descending on it. 

And behold the Lord stood above it, and said, I am 
the. Lord God of Abraham thy father, and the God 
of Isaac; the land whereon thou liest, to thee will I 
give it, and to thy seed* 

And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth ; aufi 
thou shalt spread abroad to the west, and to the east, 
and to the north, and to the south : and in- thee, and in 
thy seed, shall all the families of the earth he blessed. 

And behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in 
all pla.ce« whither thou goest, and will briDg thee again 
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Inta this lahft: for I W& not leave thee, -until 1 
done that which 1 have spokerf to thee of. 

And Jacob waked out Of his sleep* atad he said. Sorely 
the Loup is in this place ; and I knew it not. 

And he was afraid, and said/ How dreadful is this 
place t this is none other but the Bouse of God, and 
this 1 is the gate of heaven. 

And Jaeob rose up early in the morning, and took 
the stone that he had put for his pfftows, and set it up 
for a pillar, and poured oil upon the top of it. 

And he called the name of that place Bethel: but 
the name of that city was called Luz at the first. 

And Jacob vowed a vow, saying, If Goo will be 
with me, and will keep me in this way that I go, and 
will give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on ; to 
that I come again to my father's house in peace : then 
shall the Lord be my God. 

And this stone, which 1 have set for a pillar, shall be 
God's house : and of all that thou shaft give me, I will 

* » 

surely give the tenth unto thee. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. . 

Though it is not expressly mentioned, there is great 
reason to believe, from Jacob's -'habitual pietyy and the 
favour* which was shewed him by the Lord, that, lie 
implored Divine forgiveness for yielding to the temp- 
tations which a fond mother had inconsiderately thrown 
in biswiyj and that he professed l a firm -faith in the 
predictions which his father by Divme. inspiration had 
pronounced. '. 

Jacob now experienced a great change in hie con* 
dittos. Instead of enjoying the endearing society j>f 
tender parents, and ail the accommodations of domestic 
life, to which he* who- hbdr* ever dwelt in tents*, was 

*• * Qen. k*v.J27t • . *• 
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accustomed^ he found himself alone, weary and be* 
nightcd in a place which affonded him no shelter from 
the cold air, nor any bed but the hard ground; so that 
be may be stud to have had no earthly comfort : yet we 
do not find that he murmured at his lot, or gave up hie 
mind to despondency ; on the contrary, he with great 
oompoanre placed a stone for his pillow, and lay down 
to sleep; from whence, we may reasonably infer, that 
he relied on the mercy and goodness of God. 

The dream, which Jacob* dreamed at this time, was 
of a similar nature with that which Abraham had, 
when the Lord made a covenant with him*; and we 
find that he regarded it as an* evident manifestation of 
the Divine Presence. It was indeed a vision, like 
those afterwards seen by the Jewish Prophetsf, in 
which representations were made to the mind, by the 
miraculous power of Gob, without the usual instru- 
ments of Sight. 

The ladder J which Jacob befield may be understood 
in an emblematical sense. Its being set on the earth, 
seems to denote the Steadiness of Providence, which no 
created being is able to unsettle. Its reaching up to 
Heaven to signify, its universality or extension to all 
things. The several steps of the ladder may be re- 
garded as the motions and actions of Providence, the 
angels going /up and down, as the great ministers of 
Prinridence, never idle, . but constantly executing the 
dDivmewiU, either in hfeaven or on earth. The Lord 
on the top: evidently denotes, that he is *he vUi&e 
image ef the invisible Goo, overlooking^ governing, and 
preserving all things :. and it is to be observed; that the 
JLQRDWas,in this vision, eminently distinguished (t#m 
~ . . , * '• * Gcp-,xv, J2j or Sict-fm-xviii. . «, 
:i:.. . ;; ir ^r? 1 ! 9 ^* E^e^kicl r Daniel, an<l St, Johiv» 
J Sec Stackhouse on the Bible, 
- Vol. I. I the 



( w ) 

the Angelic Host ; and thai He declared himself to be 
the God of Abraham and Isaac, that it, the Almighty 
God*. 

> 

In respect to Jacob, this dream was particularly cal- 
culated to furnish his mmd with hope and comfort 
against the various turns of fortune whicfr it would be? 
his fate to experience* The- promises conveyed to tittA 
in the paternal benediction were, as we h**e ,- already 
remarked, national^ and related to his posterity- At thl* 
time the Lord graciously vouchsafed to prdtoise him 
persdnal blessings. Though these promises were made 
while the powers of his body were suspended, Jacob 
doubted not the reality of them ; but considered the 
spot on which, he slept as sanctified by the Divrjjn 
Presence, like those on which God had appeared to 
Abraham and Isaac, where we may suppose these Ruth* 
fid servants frequently assembled their households and 
dependants* before any buildings were erected for pub? 
Kc^worrfhip. 

No wonder that Jacob was so sensibly affected with 
awe and reverence, by the glorious scenes that were 
presented to his mind's eye, *and that he fancied himself 
9lI the gate of heaven J He seems, to have conceived, that 
the Lord was graciously entering into a personal cove- 
nant with hia* in addition to that which concerned his 
posterity ; and he was so well acquainted with the prin- 
ciples of religion, that he knew the Divine promises 
were conditional, 'and required something to be done oil 
his part; therefore, without waiting for the Divine 
command) he voluntarily promised, in the .most solemn 
manner, thatif it should please God to grant him bat 
such a moderate supply of the necessaries of life, as 
would sustain nature ; give him an opportunity of re* 
turning to his father's house ; and bless him with the 

* Gen. xviH 1 j or Section xx. 

means 
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means of Shewing his gratitude, Be would honour the 
Lotto at Hs God, hr the Way his fathers had done; 
that he would commertfofate the Divine goodness at" 
that place; and make "a wiflihg offering of the increase? 
of his'suostance for religious uses. , *-••:.« 

* There is something in Jacob's tow ^culiarly modest, 
and Citable to the condition of a man, who possessed 
nothing of his own at that time, hut depended entirety 
On the bounty of heaven for a. future supply. 

It will appear, that Jacob considered the Lord as hi* 
Oo d 9 for this instant; and that he never gave him- 
self up to idolatrous practices, in the midst of his se? 
verest trials. - s *,' . 

* THe ceremony which Jacob observed, of pouring oil 
on die stone 'Which had been His pillow, signified the 
consecration of ?t to God. 1 As' the Lord, permitted 
this act, we : may conclude, that he prevented t (he stone 
from being taken away; and that it remained there, to 
put Jacob in mind of his vow ; and likewise to keep up 
the remembrance of it among his descendants. 

This section affords a, striking proo£ that God's par- 
ticular providence watches over His servants j that if e 
is about their bed, and about their path, and spieth out 
all their ways * ; that!9e has* compassion on their in- 
firmities, and supports their .minds under difficult cir- 
cumstances. 

The Lord, in his vision to Jacob, declared, that He 
is really God; let us, then,,. acknowledge and worship 
Him as such, and implore His protection at .all times* 
particularly when we are under the necessity of taking 
perilous journeys. If it be our fate to leave our native 
country, and travel to a land where the Lord is either 
not. known, or worshipped in ; a superstitious, manner, 
let us not supoose, that He is not there / for ,as (SrOD was 

- * Ps. cxxxix. 3. ' 
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wiQi Jacob in all places ^ so will He be with every $oc 
that honours His holy name* and fishes for coipmwuop 
with^Hiflu The Lord, it is true, has not actually poade 
a personal, covenant with us, like that he ma4e with 
Ja:ob \ bat we have, as a nation, a share with the rest 
6i the famffies of the earth id the Everlasting Covenant / 
and from. Cop's promises to the Patriarchs*, we may 
understand, what kind of fylessings He will bestow ;oa 
individuals, who adhere to , Him ; for Goo is no rupee* 
ter of persons. ..!...' 

Christians, like Jacob* have a. painful pilgrimage to 
perform on earth ; but if they continue stedfast in tb$ 
service of the Lord* He will sustain them with food 
and raiment, and comfort them with the hopes of fi- 
nally enjoying peace in their father's house, even in the 
mansions of eternity : and the painful conflicts and vicis- 
situdes of life shall, like Jacob's ladder, prove steps to 
conduct them to that blessed abode, in which the Lord 
displays the glory of the ineffable Godhead. 

SECTION XXXVI. 

JACOB HIRES HIMSELF TO LABAK, AND MARRIE$ LEAH 

AND RACH€L. 

' From Genesis, Chap* xxix. 

Thin Jacob went on his journey, and came into the 
land of the people of the east. And he looked} and 
behold, a well in the field, and lo, there were three 
ftocks of sheep lying by it : for out of- that well they 
watered the flocks : and a great stone Was upon the 
well's mouth. 

And thither were all the flocks gathered : and they 
rolled th^ stone from the well's mouth, and watered the 

sheep, 
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ftheejv, and put the dtOrie ag^i ttpda-the weirj mouth 
in his place. '• < : ~ v ; •'*'-' -« ' •-■ . i: : ' 

> Akd Jacob said nh#» them, My brethren, wtitace be 
yta* anditf^ysaki; 6f Haraft'are wt*. And he tatd 
ihtto them, Know ye Laban the ton of Nafior? aid 
they said, We know him. 

Atfd he ,! todd i uoto them,. Is he well ? and they /said, 
He> is well* Add behdd'jtacl**! tik daughter come* 
w*m the sheep,' i -•» ! •• ■ ''> ^ : , ..;. ' 

• ; ' And he saldV'Lo, ft i* yet 'high day> neither is it lime 
that <the caiklei jh*ukl<b« gathered together ;• w^ter ye 
lie sheep, arid'ge *ad feed tttemv " -■ i.'- 

And they said, We cannot until all the flocke be ga*- 
titei^vtcgfthtfft WU till thJ^r rtfl ihe stone fria» the 

- A*d wfc3e he yet^s^ ^th, tKenv Rachel :came 
with W fashefs -ahcdp i' fox ah* Jeep* them. ■. , . f . •> 

And it came to ftisd 'when Jacob «aw' Rachel the 
taught** rf^LahatfW^ ^mother's brothfeiy 3*d tihe sheep 
<rf LahaW4to*&oihe^ went sear* 

and rolled the stone from the wgHfc»mb\iJfc$[ and m*> 
lifted th*4*k tfLab^^ »/ 

And Jacob kissed Rachel, and ttted,iip<his iroioe apd 
wept. And Jacob told Rachel that .he was he* Hitter's 
brother, arid that he was Rebekoh's son* and she flit 
and told her father* * *o 

Aiftht earfie to pass, when Laban >hearH the itidmgs 
of Jacob his sister's son, that he raofeo "hieet hin, and 
embraced him and. kissed*. him, and brought him to his 
Jiouse, and he told Laban all ti^se dungs* . \ . , • •'.: .' 

And Lajjaii said to him, Surely thou art my bone 
a&4 my «fle.sh„ And he abode witfy him the apace of a 
month. 

And £*abjm; sajd uato Jacob, Because thou art my 

I 3 brother, 
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hrothevabouWeft thou ffeettfqie 4e*»e mm for nought: 
tell me what shall thy wages be f\ 

And Laban had two daegtofrra : the name of the 
wilder was Leah, and then***? of t^ younger was Ra- 
chel. Leah was tender-eyed ; but JUebel was beauti- 
ful and well-favoured* 

* • ♦ 

And Jacob loved Ratfhel; and eakLI will Bervetfiee 
•even year* for Rachel thy. yowgor daughter. And 
Laban said, It is better that I give her #> thee* than 
that I ahodd gwe her to awtta JpajM.. abide vith 
*tte; And Jacob fefxod .seven . ygtr*. for Rachel * aad 
they seemed unto him bui * few days* foffc^htlove % 
-nfdtoher. .. >2 .... s; 

And Jacob said unto Lapao, Give jv* *>/*&» Air 
my days are fulfilled* Jtad ta^^tbefiA <|pg4te 
«B. the men of the place, and n*4e * It** iAfld it 
came to pass in thr ey«^>f»i thl^otee'loot il^il* his 
daughter* jnd brought her utto Urn. .- --•;-, •; ; , ; 

And Jacob said unto h*m r WUt is J:hfe fa* ha* 
done unto, me i did I no* serae jthee iftr.&aiit(eU :whe*e* 
tee then bast thou begniledn* t . t? »ra » '. 

And Laban said, It moat not be so go&e T in <m tou*r 
try, to give the younger before theifiiskbo*n« . 

- Fulfil her week, and we will give thee this, also for 
the service which thou abalt serve yith rae yet seven 
other years. 

*' And Jacob did so, .and. he ^ave bm Rachel his 
daughter to wife also. . !■ 

- AndJacob loved Rachel more than Leah, aid served 
with him yet seven other years. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Animated by the Divine promises, Jacob was encou- 
raged to pursue his Journey $ for be now knetf, as a 
certainty, that he was under the particular * protection 

of Divine P&ovipencb* 

Considering 
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Considering Jacob** circumstances, we cannot won- 
der that be lick such extraordinary emotions of joy at 
dre.w tears from hit-v-yet when he found in hit mother's 
family a woman to agreeable to hat withet. 

It appears that Jacob did not remain an idle guest hi 
tm uncfe't house, he endeavoured to make himself ute» 
fi*l ; but justice required, that at he was destitute of a 
provision, and earned more than hit maintenance coat,' 
fee should tare wages* 

It was at that time a custom in contracting marriages, 
that at tfae wife brought a portion to her husband, he 
should make tome present to her friends in return* 
Jacob therefore being .destitute of money, oflered to 
his node seven years service, which was equivalent to 
9l large tun. Why he lid not rather send to his father 
{or a J supply the Scnptore does not mention; but it it 
likely that Jacob having received such gracious promisee 
fata Goo, thought it mcumbent on him to depend upon 
the tyessing of Providence, on hit own labours, rather 
than to ask assistance from hit. friends: and Isaac might 
be restrained from providing for him (at Abraham was 
in the case of Ishmoei) by a Divine command. 

The custom of having a plurality of wives prevailed 
generally in that part of the world, and Jacob did not 
know it was wrong to comply with it From Jacob's 
example in working for Laban, we are instructed, that 
the best way for persons is necessity to ensure a welcome 
among relations, is to endeavour to be useful to them. 
The treachery of Laban needs no comment. V^ 

SECTION XXXVII. 

BISTORT OF JACOB CONTINUED. 

From Gausis 9 Chap. xxx» , v ^ 

And when the Lqrb saw that Jacob hated l*ah, he 

I 4? « N gave 



g^ye faejr<.siK sons, .and titeyivere named Reuben, Si- 
ineon, JUeti, Judah, Issachatv and. Zebulun $ and *fche 
had . a daughter called Dinah ; hot Rachel had • no* child* 
dren, and Rachel envied her sister, and said unto Jacob, 
QWe me children, or else I die. 

. Ano\ Jacob's anger was kindled against Rachel, and 
fce^aki, Am. I in/G*> d's stead, who hath- withheld cttitt 
dm frooi thee ? And Gon- Temombered Rachel, -and 
Goo hearkened to her, and she -bare a ton, and she 
called his name Joseph. . <<• - * ':. < > *' ' 

•.1 And Jacob had two other wites, Btfhahthe handmaid 
of Rachel, .and Zilpha the handmaid of Leah t and 
fiilhah bare, two sons named Dan And NaptHali* and 
Jfrlpah bare Gad. and Assur* . .v ■ n ' ' no - : 

>f *\noVit came to pass,, when* 'Rachel tlnfd hame Jpaef>h» 
that Japob said unto Laban, Send me away* .tfrat I may 
go unto, mine own place, and tajny ccuintfy, . .■ a. 
f , Qiv<?,me,;my wives and<my?chrkhcn, for whom I hare 
ser^eo 1 tbety and.let me go : { for thouiknowest my ser- 
vice which I have done thee". - . ni r.f.. • " .». 

And Laban said unto j hunt, .i I prayf<theej:if I hare 
found favour in thine M flyfci tanrjr * j»fiwi I\bav* learned 
by experience, that- the Lord hath; Wessed roe for thy 

And he said, Appoint me thy wages, and I will give 
it. 

. And he said unto him, Thou knowest how I hare 
served thee, and how thy cattle was with me. 

Tor it was little which thou badst before I came, and 
it is now increased into a multitude; and the Loan 
hath blessed thee since my coming: and now when 
shall I provide for mine own house also ? 

And he said, What shall I give thee ? and Jacob said, 
Thou *halt not give me any thing : if thou wilt do this 
thing for me, I will again feed and keep thy flock : * * 

lwill 
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I . ^rill jpottf through nH thjr flock* ta*4£jb removing 
tkew^gUl Uie3S^MK;ldodian^»«pott^ battle^ and ali 
ther brown cattle stoo*g *be sfigejp* »d the, jotted and 
speckled among -the. goats i. and ,x>f*ush; shall he. my 
tire. -."':•• • «■•>' « .'.'•,'.:*_,«'.••../.. 

So shai! my righteousness answer foe me in time to' 
come, when* i^ihatt coawfor n*y hire .before thy face : 
eveiy one that is;*icit sjteckled -and spotted among the 
goats, and brown among, the sheep, that shall be ac- 
couftltd stolen with me. ., , . 

AndXaban satd^ Itetold* I would it might be accord- 
ing to thy word. 

And he removed that day the he-goats that were 
ring-straked ind spotted, and all .the she-goats that 
w«* speckled and spotted* and e*ery one that had some 
white in it, and all the brown among ti^e sheep, and 
gave them into the hand of his sons. 

And he set three days journey betwixt himself and 
Jacob : and Jacob fed the rest of-Laban's docks. 

And it game tft> pass, -that the. flocks brought forth 
cattle, ring- 8t raked, speckled, and spotted. 

And the man* increased exceedingly* and had much 
cattle, and ttaid-serants, and men*senrant?, and camels, 
and awes. • 

, ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

We here find, that soon after Jacob's setdement in 
/Mesopotamia, the Divine promises began to operate. 
An increase of family gave him . a prospect of the ac- 
complishment of that part, of .the, covenant by wjbich lie 
. was taught to expect, that a great nation would proceed 
from him; and without dottbts he placed his dependaace - 
oo die promised* ted arising from h. 

It was a very heavy disappointment to Rachel, that 

4he was not likely to share the. honour, whigh such a 
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muaemt progeny tfould ^rag-on i*tr faristasj *"-J** lie 
justly reproved her impatience under it, because *&&> 
Am are an heritage 4md gift that pmutk if tU Ix>*it; 
and to- murmur at hit withholding them fc srafitl *. 

Jacob having, as we may conclude, folly completes! 
his last seven years, was naturally desirous of returning 
into his own country; andJfcmog, beside* a lange 4a* 
miry to support, we cannc* wouo^ ;thathe jbooki wish' 
to hare something, of his dwh> rather than continue to 
live in a state of dependance with a.memenary relation, 

Jacob had. a right to expert! that? JLaban would now 
give him some portion with his daughters, as he had 
found such advantages from his connexion -with 'him, ' 

-The terms wfekh Jacob mask . with Lanan. appear 
very r eas o n a ble ; and we' must, consider the great ija* 
crease of the particular kinds of cattle, goat*, and eheej^, 
which he fixed upon, entirely as an act' of Providence ; 
for Jacob could not foresee 'that there would be so . great 
a proportion of . p#g-*t&ked, &e. neither was it in hia 
power by any human art to make - one hair -of thepi 
white or black ft*"' 

-The extraordinary , blessing which followed Jacob's 
services, might be intended partly to encourage his faith 
in the Divine promises ; and partly to point him out to 
the world as a man peculiarly favoured of the Lord. 

We learn from ^ this section, that it is good policy to 

* Psalm exxvii. 3. f Matt. v. 36. 

J As Jacob's conduct in respect to peeling the rods "(teftlch I 
have omitted) has the appearance of artifice, it may be proper to 
remark, that it is most likely 'He was require* 4o do this, in ©alar 
to enpress his faith in Go*, by whose suggestion he b*d£yed up*a 
the cattle that were speckled, &c By this sign then b* may be un- 
derstood to have testified bis firm belief, that the Lojip was able to 
make cattle produce young ones of any colours, and that he cer- 
tainly would' make Laban'shave speckled ones, since He had di- 
rected Jacob to name such for his wages/ 

employ 
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employ in our domestic concerns persons of piety and 
integrity* Such people* dctiog from prwc*fdt y will be 
anxious to , make their righteousness or /Uetty appear, 
and perhaps it is the ordinary course of Divine Provi- 
dence to send a blessing on their labours. 

We also learn, that faithful servants may expect a 
reward from God, when their services are not property 
recompensed by their employers- ,.* 

. r 

SECTION XXXVIH. 

JACQB DEPARTETH FROM MESOPOTAMIA. 

From Genesis, Chafi. xxxi. 

Am d Jacob heard the words of Laban's sons, saying, 
Jacob hath taken away all that was our father's ; and 
of that which was our father's hath he gotten all this 
glory. 

And Jacob beheld the countenance of Laban, and 
behold it was not toward him as before. 

And the Lord said unto Jacob, Return unto the 
land of thy fathers, and to thy kindred ; and I will be 
with thee. ... 

And Jacob sent and called Rachel and Leah to the 
field, unto his flock, and said unto them, I see your fa* 
Cher's countenance, that it is not toward me as before : 
but the Gop of my father hath been with me. 

And ye know that with all my power I have served 
your fy$er : and your father hpth deceived me, and 
changed my wages ten times : but God suffered him . 
not to hurt me. 

If he said thus, The speckled shall be thy wages : 
then all the cattle bare speckled : and if be said thus, 
The ring-straked shall be thy hire ; then bare all the 

16 cattle 
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ttttfc jftqf-straked. Thus Goi> haft take* away the 
cattle of your fatherland given them to me. 

Audit came to pass, that the Angel of God spake 
unto me in a niream', saying* Jacob ; and I* said, Here 
am I j and he said, I am the God of Beth-el, where 
thou aoohrtedst the pillar, and where thou vowedct a 
ww unto me : now arise, get thee out from this land, 
and return unto the land of thy kindred. 

And Rachel and Leah answered, and said unto him, 
Is there yet any portion or. inheritance for us in our 
father's hftuse } Are we not counted of him strangers i 
for he hath sold us, and hath quite devoured also our 
money. For all the riches which God hath taken from 
our father, that is ' ours and our children's : now then 
whatsoever Cod hath said unto thee do. 

'Then Jacob rose tip,' and set his sons and hit wires - 
upon camels; and he carried away all his cattle, and. 
all his goods which he had gotten, the cattle of his 
getting, which he had gotten in Parian-araift, for to go 
to Isaac his father in the land of Canaan. -'•'•' 

And Laban went to shear his sheep: and Rachel 
had stolen the images that were her father's. And* 
Jacob . stole away unawares to Laban the Syrian, 1 in 
that he told him not that he lied. So he ned With all 
that he had, and he rose up, and passed over the river, ' 
and set his face toward' mount Gilead. • '• 

And it was told. Laban on the third day that Jacob 
was' fled: an$ he took his' brethren- with him, and pur. 
-sued after him seven days' journey ; and they overtook* 
Yim ia the mount Gilead. 

And God came to Laban the Syrian in a dream by 
night, and said unto him, Take heed, that thou speak 
not to Jacob either good or bad. 

Then Laban overtook Jacob. Now Jacob had pitched 

his 
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his tent in the: moujtt: and. Laban with bis brethren , 
pitched in the mount of Gilead. And Laban said to 
Jacobs What hatt thou done, that thou hast stolen away 
unawares to me, and carried away my daughters as . 
captives taken with he sword? 

Wherefore didst thou dee away secretly, and steal 
away from me ? and didst not tell me, that t might haye 
sent thee away with mirth, and with songs, with tft v . 
bret, and with harp ? 

And hast not suffered me to kiss my sons and ray 
daughters? thou hast ..now done foolishly in so doing. , 
It is in the power of my hand to do you hurt: but the 
God of yoar father spake- unto me yesternight, saying, 
Take thou heed that thou speak not to Jacob either 
good or bad. 

And now though thou woeddst needs ho gone because 
xhou sore longest alter thy father's house;, yet where* 
fore hast thou stolen, my gods ? . , 

And Jacob answered and said to Laban; Because I 
was afraid: for I said, Peradventure thou wcteU$t take 
by force thy daughters from me. .; i > . 

Wkh whomsoever thou findest thy gods, let him not 
live: before our brethren discern thou what is thitfe 
with me, and take it to thee: for Jacob knew not 
that Rachel had stolen them* 

And Laban went into Jacob's tent, and into Leah's 
tent, and into the two maid servants tents; but he 
found them not. Then went he out of Leah's ten^ 
and entered into Rachel's -tent • ' 

Now Rachel had taken the images, and put them io 
the camel's furniture, and sat upon them i and Laban 
searched ail the tent, but found them not. 

And Jacob was wroth, and chode with Laban : and 
Jacob answered, and said to Latian> What ismy tra*» 

pass? 



s / 
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pass? what is my sin, -that thou hast 40 hotly punned 

after me? . **• v. . J ' 

Whereas thou liaat searched aft my sttu% what hast 
thou foun&of all thy household stuff i- set it here before 
my brethren and thy brethren, that they may judge be- 
twixt us both. ^ .-..-* 

These twenty ytears hare I been with thee 5 thy ewes 
and thy she*goats hare not cast their youjng, ajid the 
rams of thy flock have I not eaten. 

*^*hat which was teen >-a£ beasts* I brought not unto 
thee : I hare the loss of it; of my hand didst thou re- 
quire It, whether etokh by day, or stolen by night. 

Thus I was, in the day the drought consumed me, 
and the frost by night ; and. my sleep departed from 
mine eyes. f 

Thus hare I been twenty years io thy house; I 
served thee fourteen years for thy two daughters* and . 
six years for thy cattle ; and thou hast changed my 
wages ten times. 

Except the God of my father, the God of Abraham* 
and the fear of Isaac, .tad been with roe, surely thou, 
hadst seat me away now empty* God hath seen mine 
auction, and the labour of my hands, aud rebuked 
thee yesternight. 

And Laban answered and said un|o Jacaty These, 
daughters aye my daughters, and these children are my 
children, and these cattle are my cattle, and all, tha\ 
thou seest is mine* and what can I do this day unto, 
these my daughters, or untQ tfeejr children, which they; 
have tarn) * 

Nov therefore come thou, let us make a covenant, I 
and thou ; and let it be &>*> » witness between me andi 
thee, 
-And Jacob tpok a *tone, and «et it v.j> f<« r a. pillar. 

And- 
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And Jacob kid nnta Ms brethren, Gather stones; and 
they took stones and made an heap ; sod they did eat 
thereupon the heap. And Labsn called k Jegarsaha- 
dmthat but Jacob called it Galeed: And Laban said, 
This heap is a witness between me and thee this day ; 
therefore was the name of it called Galeed: and Miz- 
jpah i ; % he said, The Lord watch between me and 
thee, when we are absent one. from another. 

- If thou shalt afflict my daughters, or. if thou shalt 
take other wvee beside my daughters, no man is with 
us : See, Gob is witness betwixt me and thee, 

- And Dabaa said . to Jacob, Behold this heap, and be- 
hold this pillar, which I have cast betwixt me and thee. 
This, heap be witness, aod this pillar be witness, that 
I will -not pass over this heap to thee, and that thou 
shalt not pass over this heap and this pillar unto me fo 
Harm. 

The G$d of Abraham and the God of Nahor, the 
God of their father, judge betwixt us. 

And Jacob sware by the fear of his father Isaac* 
Then Jacob effeted sacrifice upon the- mount, and calkd 
Iris brethren to eat bread : and they did eat bread, and 
tarried ail mght in the mount. 

And early m the morning Laban rose up, and kissed 
his sons and his daughters, and blessed them ; and La» 
bin departed, and returned unto his place. 




ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 



There is something so uncomfortable in living among 
relations, who are jealous and envious, that Jacob's de- 
sire of leaving Mesopotamia, in order to be out of die 
way of Laban and his sons, appears very natural, 

We find that they set no account by his own labour ; 
but, because he had grown rieji while connected with 

them, 
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tfiem, tfcey apposed everything he possessed <eo fteibeg 
to ILaban ; but in saymg, that /«c£ had taken, atoaj &tk 
that was their fitter's, they accused bin} unjustly;;- fot 
we read ! in a former ; section, thdt whetf Jacob fettled 
with his father4n4aw the terms of bis hire, a separation 
was made of all Laban's cattle, and the w&fc ones only 
were committed to his care ; .the others were given into 
the hands of .Laban's sons, and removed three day* 
journey from ; Jacob'* charge. Accordiog to this agree- 
ment, Labaa had no property in any that proceeded 
from these .flocks and herds, unless they were white 
also ; for the cattle, &c. that were speckled or stroked 
were allotted to Jacob} as a consideration for the time 
he spent in Laban's service, therefore wece as justly hn 
property, as if he had purchased them with money. .. 

We find, from Jacob's complaints to his wives, as 
well as from his subsequent expostulations with Laban* 
that he hzd conducted himself with the strictest equity ; 
and that, in order to satisfy his father-in-law, he had 
submitted to a change of wages every time the cattle 
bore young ones, which, in tfeat country, was twice, au; 
year. A most unpleasant >]ife surely ha4 JacoW toil-' 
ingand slaving night and day, ei$o«ed to -all the incje^ 
raencies of the weather, and frefad wMi she discontent 
of ihose for whom be had acquired jgneat wealth, .but 
who nevertheless could not beatftoaes him maiuAg. any 
provision for his own increasing family. Yet all this 
Jacob patiently enduresd, till the Loft t> expressly called . 
him to return into his own country ; for he considered 
himself as heir to the promises, and, as such, entirely 
at. pop s disposal. 

It is observable, 'that in the dream which Jacob re- 
Jated .to his wives, he was reminded of the covenant 
wliich God made with bira at Bethel, and of his.owa 
vow. The Lord had been with him, and given hhtt 

4i food 
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" food to cat, and raiment to put oq," and was pow abont 
to conduct him <* u> lw&tb*r'» hogsein peace;", it was 
therefore his duty to obey the Divine summons, ami, to 
fulfil iii* part of the covenant, which till now he had had 
no opportunity of doing. 

Jacob's wives seem to have been sharers with him, in 
the. uneasiness he suffered, from the discontent of their 
father and brethren. The change which was effected in 
I.aban's mind, when he was pursuing Jacob with purposes 
of vengeance, verifies the royal P&almist's words, who 
gays, " Surely tie wrath of man ihallprmn thee ; tie re- 
mainder $f -tpeath restrain"." . This seasonable interpo- 
sition of Divine Providence jsjs s of Goo's 
favour to Jacob in particular, bi i mercy to 
all parties j ; for had apt the y an .been re- 
strained, there would have beep atest, when 
he and his sons overtook uie jut it is, to 
be observed, that there was :s train t laid 
wpen Lshan's free witt, fop he ( told Jacob that- he 
was still possessed of the power to hurt him: his for- 
bearance, therefore, is to be attributed to (he fear of Goo, 
and a conviction in his mind that he was before gojng to 
cornmit sin. ■ |j .(,- . 
What the god* were, which Rachel stole, and y/hj 
she took them, is uncertain ; nor is it at all material for 
us to know, because it is evident, that, in this respect, 
she is not proposed as an example for our imitation. . If 
...she made use of them in worship, it must have been in 
consequence of an erroneous education ) aod Jacob, in 
all probability, had it not in his power, to overcome 
these prejudices, while he was a sojourner in a country, 
addicted to. such practices. We shall find, in the course 
of the history, that as soon as he could, he put a stop 

* PsaL bom. 10. 
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to them in his own family. It is manifest* ttoat Labao 
believed the Lord to be the Scheme Gotx; and the 
covenant between him and Jacob teems to have bee* 
conducted in a manner conformable to *he religion of the 
Patriarchs, 

If Jacob had not been of a very peaceable dispositioD, 
he could not have fired for 9D years among sfite&l, 
envious relations. Those who' are unhappily under die 
same circumstances, should take example from him, to 
bear every thing with "pkience ' and good' humour, till it 
•hall please Goo to bless diem with a prospect of chang* 
ing their situation for the better; and they should, in 
the mean while, endeavour to conduct themselves in 
such an equitfhje : fanner, that theijr actions' may be 
approved in the" sight of God ; then may they defy ca- 
lumny, and corifidendy hope, that his Providence will so 
order events, that finally their enemies will be at peace vM 
them: ' ' ' * ..'-'.-•./» 

Laban himself affords an example worthy of imita- 
tion j for he suppressed his resentment, as soon as he 
knew that, by indulging it, he should offend God. 
Lahan had no wrkten Scrijtiitres to furnish rules for his 
conduct; therefore, the J^ord graciously vouchsafed to 
instruct him by immediate revelation. Christians have a 
still greater advantage than Laban had, In being taught 
their duty, before their passions have gained ground, 
or they are put to any great trials. From the Book of 
Goo they may learn in their childhogd^ that they 
should 4t cease from anger, and forsake wrath ; and in 
no wise fret themselves to do evilf. That he who 'is 
slow to anger, is better than the mighty ; and he that 
fuieth His spirit, than he that taketh a cityf ; and 

* Prov. jevL 7. f Ps. xxxvii. 8. J Pror. xwl. 32. 

that 
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that they ahould not let the «w go down upotf their 
wrath *-" 




section XXXIX. 

JACOB SBNM MESSENGERS TO ESAU. 

From Gtncm % CAejt. xxxii. 

And Jacob went on his way, and the angels of Go* 
echini. 

And when Jacob saw them, he said, This is God's 
1*oet: and he called the name of that place Maha~ 
natm. • 

And Jacob sent messengers before him to Esau his 
brother, unto the land of Seir, the country of Edora. - 

And he commanded them, saying, Tims sha^l ye 
Ipeak unto my lord Esau; Thy servant Jacob salt)* 
thus, I have sojourned with Laban* and staye4 there 
until now. 

And I have oxen and asses, flocks, .and men-servants, 
anA women servants $ apd I have sent to. tell my loud, 
£hat I may find grace in thy sight. 

And the messengers returned to Jacob, saying* We 
came to thy brother Esau, and.' also he comefcb to meet 
thee, and four hundred men with him. 

Then Jacob was greatly afraid and distressed • and he 
divided the people that were with him, and the flocks, x 
and herds, and the camefo into two bands ; and said, 
If Esau come to the one company and smite it, then the 
jpther company which is left shall escape. 

And Jacob said, O God pf my father Abraham, and 
God of my father Isaac, thou I*o&d which aaithunto 

* Eph, jv. 26. 
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me, Return uoto thy country, and to thy kindred, and 
I will deal well with thee : 

I am not worthy of the least of all the mercies, and of 
nil the truth, which thou hast shewed unto thy servant ; 
for with my staff I passed over thia Jordan, and now I 
am become two bands. 

Deliver, me I pray thee* from the hand of my bro- 
ther from the. ham} of Esau: for I fear him, lest he 
will come and smite me, and the mother with (be. chil- 
dren. - ' * 

' And thou saidst, I will sorely do thee good, and make 
thy seed as the sand of the sea, which cannot be num- 
bered for multitude, ^ ,* 
:j * AnoV\Jicob lodged' there that same nlghj, and .topk, o£ 
that'wfncn came to his hand, a present for I^U;. his 
brother; two hundred she-goats, and twenty he-goatfe 
iwor hundred ewes, and ' ^wenty rams. : 
•• ThhtKy milch camels' with their colts, forty kine >i; and 
/'; t ten bulls, twenty she asses, and ten fole*. 
./ -"-.- * Afed 1rc delivefed y them into, the hand of his servants, 
every 'drove by themselves ; and said unto his servants, 
Pass over before me, and put a space betwixt drove and 
drove. •-" * '"' ' " 

And he commanded the foremost, saying, When 
Esau my brother meeteth thee, and asketh thee, saying, 
Whose art thou? and whither goest thou ? and whose 
sfre these before thee ? 

'Then thou Shalt say/fhey be thy servant Jacob's, it 
is a present .sent unto nty lord Esau : and behold also 
he is behind us. 

ij;: Antf so f c6m manned "he the second and the third, and 
fell 'that "followed' thir didves,* saying; ()n this manner 
•bail you speak unto Esau when you find him. 

And *ay ye raoreorer, Behold, thy servant Jacob is 
..... behind 
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behind us. ^For be said* ,1 tsrill appease him with die 
present that goeth before ,»€, add, aftenirard.l will tee 
his face ; peradventure he will accept of me. < 

So 'went tfye present over before him ; jand himself 
lodged^ that night in the coinpaoy. And he rose up 
that night, and took his two wives * and his two .womfen 
servants, and his eleven sons^ and passed over . the ford 

Jabbok. . 

> . * , - • 

And he took them, and sent them over the 
and sent over that he had^ . . 
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ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

King David, b one of his Psalms, writes*, that 
** Thb AjvOjsl of the Loan encampeth about them 
that fear Him, and dehvereth them**' The portion of 
Scripture; contained in the Section before us, exemplifies 
this truth. 

The Awgil of the. Lord, who (as we shall read in 
the course of this history) is also styled the Lord of 
Hosts, who had caused a number of celestial beings to 
watch around the Heir of the promises, enabled his eyes 
to behold them. At first Jacob knew not that these 
angels were appointed to guard him and his family ; 
and perhaps it was requisite that before this circum- 
stance was made known to him, Jacob should implore 
help from the Lord. 

The remembrance of the deceptions he had practised, 
in order to secure the birth-right, and of Esau's threat 
which had driven him into a strange land, awakened 
in Jacob's mind the 1 mort distressing fears* Conscious of 
his demerits, he could not claim the accomplishment 
of the Divine promise, / nv'ttt be with thee in all places 
wheresoever thou goett, till he had humbled himself to 

* Psalm M*iv. 4 

Esau, 
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E«ab f aUtl done afl in fab power to 'appease him j 
with thfr view he sent the' messengers to Seir, to ac- 
quaint Esau with his approach, and with the means 
whereby he had acquired the riches which he brought 
with him. The report of these messengers (as we. find) 
rather increased than lessened Jacob's fears ! for he 
knew that his brother was to Ave by his sword $ and 
should it be lifted up against him and his family* he 
oouM make no defence. For thi* reason we may sup- 
pose Jacob thought it prudent t6 approach as an hum* 
ble suppliant for Esau's favour. 

The precaution which Jacob used in dividing his 
people, &c. into two bands, was a very Wise ode; hat 
after all 9 he could not be certain that his wfell-concerted 
measures would succeed, yet nothing eke could hi* 
own heart devise ; be rhad therefore recourse to God. 
The manner of Jacob's address to the Deity was per-, 
fectly consistent with that faith which was reckoned 
to the Patriarchs for righteousness* $t was expressive of 
the utmost humility; Jacob pleaded no merits; aM his 
hope and * expectation of favour were founded upon 
the Divine promises* and the mercies which God Of hit 
own free grace had already granted him. 

Jacob did not, however, presumptuously throw him* 
self upon Providence : he still used human means; trust* 
ing for ^a happy event in the goodness of the Lord, 
who, by n secret influence on his -mind, calmed his fears, 
so that he ventured to send his family on before him* 
; We have already remarked *, that there is some* 
thing delightful in the expectation of foiling in Hea« 
yen a set of benevolent friends,. ieady- tio welcome us 
to those blessed abodes. It .is ^an. additional comfort ta 
think, that angels are. frequently the invisiWecom- 



* See'Sectton xxifi. 



panions 



V- 



\ 



panions of men' on earth; Their intercourse . with . us' is 
of a nature whfch we Cannot understand, because it is 
spiritual, and therefore k would be to bo purpose to fenv 
(Jeavour to discover it. But the Scripture teaches .us,, 
that they are God's ministers, sent forth to guard all 
wh6 are Mrs of the firmbee, from their spiritual ene- 
foiefe * ; and the idea that such, pure intelfigenees are 
spectators of our conduct, ought to be an additional mo* 
live to circumspection. "* ' ' - . " 

In Jacob's distress at the thought* of meeting Esau* 
we see the power of conscience ; even a Divine promise; 
Could not silence his apprehensions, when he reflected 
6n the offences he had committed : How -cautious their 
should every person be to avoid unworthy actions* 
sftnce they have a natural tendency to abate our confi- 
dence in Got> ! But should we, unfortunately for Aur* 
selves* thus wound our peace of mind ; the only remedy 
that can be sought with success, is, the mercy of God. 
TheXoRD alone can supply us with the balm of* conso- 
lation. And what human being has not at one time or 
other experienced the want of it ? Who that has suppfc 
eated like Jacob; has been denied this heavenly boon I 
Let us then on such unhappy occasions earnestly implore 
our God and Saviour to deliver us, in his infinite good- 
ness, from the consequences of our own misconduct; 
using at the same time every means in our power for 
conciliating the favour of those we have offended. 

SECTION XL. 

TACOB^ WRESTLING. 

From Genesis, C/uj/i. xxxii. 

And Jacob was left alone : and there wrestled a man 
with htm until the breaking of the day. 

* Heb. i. H. * ' 
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And when he saw that he prevailed not against hlta, 
he touched the hollow of his thigh ; and the hollow 
of Jacob's thigh was out of joint), as he wrestled with 
him. 

And he said, Let me go, for the day breaketh; and 
he said, I will not let thee go, except thou bless me* 
And he said unto him, What is thy name.? and ho said, 
Jacob* • . r* * ; ,.,...". 

And he said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob 
but Israel; for as. a. prince has* thou power with God 
and with men, and hast prevailed. . - 

• And Jacob asked him and said, Tell, me, I pray thee, 
thy name : and he said, wherefore is it, that tboti dost ask 
after my name I and he blessed, him there* 

Aod Jacob called the name of the place, Peniel : 
lor I have seen Goo face to face, and pry life is pre- 
served. 

And as he passed over Penuel, the sun rose upon him, 
aod he halted upon his thigh. 

Therefore the children of Israel eat not of the sinew 
which shrank, which is upon the hollow of the thigh, 
onto this day ; because he touched the hollow of Jacob's 
thigh in the sinew that shrank* , . 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

The passage of Scripture contained in this Section is 
very obscure, and cannot be fully explained. It may 
be conjectured, that Jacob having conducted his family 
in safety over the brook Jabbok, t returned to the place 
where he had beheld the angelic host, in order to 
pass a little time in private devotion at that sacred spot, 
and entreat the Lord to grant him some evident bless- 
ing to support his mind under the .copfligtf , which dis- 
turbed it. It is most likely that the wrestling was a 

visionary 



rUipnary scene ; but it is clear from Jacob'* cw» words 
that the Lord manifested His Divine preface to bin} 
at this time in an- „ extraordinary. manner, . and* at hit 
earnest importunity, granted him a- blessing* by giving 
him> in addition to the name he already was knows 
by, that of Israel, (or a prince of Gop) which was de- 
signed as a token, ttat the . Lop. d would |avour him anoj ' 
bis posterity, for his own sake, as well as for the sake of 
Abraham . and Isaac Jacob was now macle-a ftrwce % 
which intimated, that on has rejturn to. CWQ h* 
should not live in a subordinate capacity. .The sudden 
lameness which seized him, waft perhaps Inflicted at first 
to convince, and afterward*, to remind him of his own 
natural weakness. That he had /tower with God, was 
owing to the Divine indulgence aloie,. a*, Jacob was 
well convinced ; for he expressed jbis astonishment that 
he had beheld the face (or v Jm^ge) pf God, and waa 
yet alive**— A very improper use is sometimes made ; 
of this portion of Scripture by Enthusiasts, who talk, 
much of wrestling with God in firayer ; butt ** in this 
passage, there is no general instruction pointed out by the. 
Sacred Historian, or "obvious to human reason, it is best, 
to consider it as a matter relating to Jacob only, as 
the head of a nation, who t without doubt x understood, 
its import. It is not necessary that Christians should 
so fully comprehend what seems to have a particular- 
reference to the Jewish ceconomy., 
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SECTION X 

JACOB J $ RSCONfclfcUTION W*T& «TI8 BRO* H^R 'tfSAW. 
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From Genesis, GhaA. xxxiii. . 
And, Jacob lifted np his eyes, and looked, and be* 
hold, Esau camef r and with hjm four hundred ' nfen. 

* The word Penkl signifies. tks.. Jute *f jGo£>i > 
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MdnS&HoWfte chftdttm unto Leah, and unto Ha-' 
cftel, crtid^tartotnc two'rhmd-iriaids. 
; Atid JfefuttHe hand-maids and their children fbre- 
w6A£\*tA fceafi and 1 her chflifren aft&s and Rachel and 
JdB^{Hl hmdertnost. 

Awf'htf passed Over beff>r$ them, and bpwed himself 
tb' : tH£gro4nrd seven tiroes,, untit he came near to his 
fcrotftef. ' '■' * " * V 

' j&nd '£jfft fan to mett Him/and embraced him, and 
&1l (5n1tii3Hecfc, andlcissedhim ; ind they wept. 
! And fee lift up hfe eyes, and saw the women, and" 
*e*tttlBiieri, and said, Wh6 are those with tliee ? And 
Ktfsaidi ! ^e^tftildreit which Cfyi> haffi graciously given 
cry servant* 

'Their the natrd-fflaietenr came near, they arid their 

AHtirenj and they bowed themselves, find, teah also 

wiih het children came near, and bowed themselves; 

and after tame Joseph near and ftacjtel, and. they bow- 

-<d themselves. 

: Attd' Esatl sajif; what meanest thou by all this drove 
which I met I And he said, these are to find grace in the - 
tight of my lord. 

Aid Esau Saicf, I' have enough $ my brother, keeji 
that thou Hast unto thyself. 

And Jacob safd. Nay, I pray thee, ifnow I have 

/bund grace in thy sight, then receiver my present at 

my hand ; for therefore I have seen thy face, as though 

I had seen the face of Qqty a*d thou wast pleased 

with me. 
,T^ke, I pray tfct*> vyi bk$4*% thai b brought to 

thee ; because God hath dealt graciously with me, 

and because I have enough ^ atid he urged him, and he 

;A«d E*ui «s£d, Let us take our journey, and far ur gcr, 
and I wiUfafafosi thee. 

': - ' ' And 
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Ami Mmb mU wmo him, My lori toommk ak*t*fc- 
children are tender, aa4 the flock* aadhejrd* trtth ytttfig* 
itr with me> sjsd if aefesboall OT«Mtove*htnc«tt9<%, 

idtthefe&wilUia. 

Let my Jowl, I pny (be* pass ow bsfof* fefr set* 
vat*: and I wiM laid ou softly smordfep* m tk* ctttfe- 
tfafr gpeth before* me* afidtha chii&e* bt *&1* te e*» 
dure ttmtii loomeuvto my tord utttaSei*. 

As*i EsausaiaV Let m* now feus* with thee' seme otj - 
tbt folk that ace wkb we f and> Jacob said*. What nasd* 
ctb it ? ka mo find gnet in (to sight of my bid •? 

- Sq« Bwtt-uetumtd that day oah»W4ay unta $tiiv itind: 
Jaoqh jouiistyed to. Saoooth, awl built hin. an hpem, knefc ■ . 
made booths for hsacattWM ih e wfor e th* aaroe o£ dm 
place is called Succoth. 

AHNOTATI0NS an* JO1HJEETI0M& 

We learn from- another part of Sacred History, that 
!Esau and hh family had driven out tlie Horims, or 
Horites, who dweh in mount Stir, and settled 1 them* 
selves in the land # . This happened while Jacob was- 
in Mesopotamia ; Esau therefore became zfirince, while 
Jacob was only a servant i this consideration, acfdecT to 
the consciousness of his offence, might induce Jacob to- ' 
approach his Brother in the humble manner which is 
described in this section, fry calling Esau his hra\ and' 
himself Esau's servant* Jacpb certainly did not mean to- 
give up his. spiritual advantages, but merely to shew his 
respect, as is still the custom among men who $tyle per- 
sons of rank their lords, and themselves their servants, 
without owing them' any particular homage. 

From Esau's affectionate behaviour to Jacob, we may - 
infer. tha£ be, was. not upon the wjiole of a bad dispdst- - 

fiWl f? r n P one cguld testify more gejaprg«ity and kind - 

'- * Dent ii. \% ■ " : o 
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net* than he did upon this occasion ; the great £mlt in Ms 
character was, slighting the Divine promises. • 

r It is observable, that of the two* Esan appears to have, 
had the highest joy, for his had bo alloy. It gave him > 
the sinjferest delight to pees* to his fxwosn, a brother 
whom loag absence had. endeared ; ibe led the farther.' 
satisfaction of shewing his geftefrosjty, by freely forgiving? 
former offence*. It was* an additional pleasure* to re* . 
ceive such an accession of new relations: Women 
whose virtues rendered them ornaments to. the family, ; 
promising youths, and innocent children. On the other > 
hand; the joy which arose in Jacob's bosom was evident- 
ly chastised with fear; still it ntm ." joyv and cheaply . 
purchased by that humiliation, which jon this occasion it 
was his duty to shew. 

Jacob's expression, u I fcave seen thy face, as though 
I had seen the face of God," implies, that he could .not 
be satisfied without offering something by way of atone- 
ment, which he hoped his brother would receive and 
regard in that light. To have refused his present would , 
have been unkind ; by accepting it, Esau removed his . 
brother's apprehensions, and quieted his conscience. 
He regarded the present, not only as an atonement for 
past offences, but as a pledge of future kindness. 

It is likely Jacob had other reasons, besides those he 
mentioned, for not attending his brother to mount Seir, 
but as he appears to have been of a good natured, gentle 
disposition, we may readily believe, that he had, as he 
professed to have, a tender .regard to the children and 

cattle. 

Having seen the Host of the Lord, Jacob would have 
been very bkmeable bad he accepted of a guard from 

Esau. 

We are not told, why Jacob did not follow his brother 
to Seir ; but it is likely that, upon reflection, he thought 

it 
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it wrong to go thither, as he had received a Divine 
command to return into the land of his kindred ; bc- 

' aides, he must hate an urgent desire to see 1 hit father. 

<ReAekah is supposed to have died during his absence. 

• -A* such constant travelling was very fatiguing to nis 
family, and his cattle were near having young ones, it 

* was very prudent in Jacob to stop for a time. The 

house he built, was, in all probability, Kttle more than 

a teat. - Xn building booths for his -cattle, he gave an* 

sdierlinatance of benevolence, worthy of imitation. 

; Ithese is something so truly interesting in the account 

wkich 48 her* given of the reconciliation bet w een the 

two brothers, that every reader must feel its force. May 

rtboee, who, like Esau, have met with treatment that 

appears injurious, be ready to take example from Us 

^noble conduct ; and may all who have, like Jacob, 

brought displeasure upon themselves, by indirect prac- 

moes,cbe as ready as he was, to subdue resentment by 

proper umceisionas then will each party know, from 

happy experience, "hew good and joyful a thing it is, 

dor brethren to dwell together in unity* \" 

"SECTION XL1I. 

GOD APPEARETH TO JACOB~~HB PWTTBTH A WAY IDOLS* 

From Genesis, Chafu xxxiii. xxxiy. xxxv. 

-And Jacob came to Shalem, a city of Shechem, which 
is the land of Canaan, when he came from Padan-aram ; 
and pitched his tent before the city. 

And he bought a parcel of a field, where he had 
spread his tent, at theliahd of the children of Hamor, 
Shechem's father, for an hundred pieces of money. 

* Psalm qxxxiii. 2. 

Ks Apfi 
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; , r And he erected thore aaalta*, and tailed it £kk>he- 
JUrael^ -that is, Go.d> the .God of U&eL 

AM Gov .said .unto Jacob, Arise* igoupto OBetime]* 
and jdweH there ^ and .cuke time ao ahar unto Goo 
,.<hat appeared unto,tbefc wbm.tbou fieddest ikon the 
. -face .oj" Esau thy. brother. 

Theo Jacob cud wv*> his hpuahoW, aad to *II ti*t 
W^re .with, bici, Put away itjie suajjgc; gods that -4*e 
.among ycwfc aad^edeaffe tad ohaagfi y&Vfgznm** * 

AncUetu* ai«*e, and gp pp.* Jte^Vaod :L *fciiU 
-xuajte .therein, jitar. *flto. Gft*> «wto> answered ttie in 
. tbe day^fOyr djatteaa, and vm **idi asa.ta the ««y 
v u*»ch Jl**nju. ; . . v- 

: ^nd.tb^igai!e.^ 

^re A* their. ,b*ad f) i«*i aU *h*ir ea*-rji|gfc ftAicfc *mm 

^n, rheix ; ^rs; ,^d Jft^b; M^nl iuu^^ *ak><tfeftt 

j^ by Shesbeftfr . .... . ,.,,! • j .; *;,;,; ,„. - 

. And j^- Joi^wptdi; aad the <trwr *f Geto. me 
j$on tic *iua* fhajhweir #c^iabps*(jfaflfcMLa4 ahy 
,4$ fo^parfpffter ibenoat of AeeU 

So Jacob «*■**« Liiz *tf^ isia*h«Jai*drf Canamto 
(that is Beth-el), he and all the people that were with 
him. And he built *hfre.*Hlialtaj,f«nd called the place 
El-bethel : because there God appeared unto him, when 
be^d/^mibe fiwe of hw brother. • 

And Goo appeared unto Jacob again when .he came 
out of Fa&tfi-aram 2 and blessed hftn. 

And Goo aaid unto biro, Thy name ia Jacob: thy 
name shall not be called any. more JacoJ}, but Jasael 
shall be thy name; and -be $alkd hi* name&na&l 

And Goo said ontojuin, I am God Ai.wuaHTjf 4 be 
fruitful and nwltipjy ; a nation and.a company ^f nations 
shall be of thee, and kings shall come out of thy leina. 

And the land which I gave Abraham and Isaac, to 

. thee I will give it, and to &y seed after thee will I give 

ifaiand. 

And 
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And Cq? wept \a ftpn^Jtfmia the place ,wt»eigiie 
talked, with him, , J i. ,; *\, . \A%* 

And Jacob set up * pillar bi tbe.rjJa^e sphere ,£lap 
talked with hw^erej* a. pillar of sto^j 41^^4099$) 
a drink offering thentdo> and heipoured ojl tbereoPf .^fti 
called fhe placp Jk$h-fiL ... ;. . ; :i 

ANMCXEAEI&NS ** REFLECTION * 

* As fte aim tff fcaatr, and i!he. grandson of Aorafon, 
Jatofc-* hifl reeled many blestfng* ; 1>at he had lately 
Irten -tea8e tt Prince ntoflerWl* titfe of ^nuT, Strid as Such, 
wis'W^ifC a? toat^ to a petite. ^Wfc ^ety <#bddei«a 
UNtt zjkbflk, *nto* 4toder tW^itfaafee 'antl "p^ettoh 
0f-&oft, tali hare id seorifty J htslim care, ^et&biiii 
« g j V i * aiflt af j W that totmtKf, '^ch>wat dekhieo^tdlje 
we mire Toneviiance 01 tmb ovsceiMJaBW> war ro por- 
ctoe api^e^^mrtltftr ttwrX^p*^ df fee 
ttemb* 4t "to Kheli<rtilij%»B- he'Wfflt Ml A^'ftat 

fete *«■**■■ « .^.:,f» tlvim.. j_, mM __Jt1tk , -tft. ' V „-SI»L OJ_ t Hj It/ i*. 

0T tingnc t^amoTRDly asseiHUie ins ianHTy /to jOm 10 
vote Mcnfficulf ~4MiCT)t at tai %e^ta t afreaay observed^ 

■M6"l fflaCtpgf *pWt OITOT lYBglOu ur tntr jratTlafUnf t 

btt* *c*nfr V : «d*ot4%ifccd^^ ]i 

At thia place Jacob might have lived "t*r^ WjjWJ* 
w£ ^the JJeojue or^flTC'aojkcent Tbdntrj* ' wenl e Xli eiliel y 
e^tti'HMU 'ttr Bfat' : <fnit^ f^hfutign tSc maJicrerroh Dr 'hid 
Atiugfrltf - '5&inftftf> av J ttnhappy "unfeleiiCe ai use * TtetweeB 
te«fcK$einte* ^ 3atm y s<M*y}tt i wW& tte 3 Wfc 
behaved with such oatrageo^%f«!K^ aV'Vroxi^t^Xft 
ddfcnrtpoW^ wMleXfcn%y*b <thaf m« ( 1jegfft* 
lear* ! **n^aeySwJuW Crated ^rfriklifrbjrtflr 
fc*t e* tftie&niflffReVM : ^'^s^a^^ 
*> refftor*. < mW Shcb& /was fie^bgmifigSvhtrtrfo HBf! 
Mv^Btttfbaifefr received a DivHte tfoifflnaird to go' ^S 
HiftfuJ* Jacob w f VRieinbel ed"> Tire ffofemta to^, ^that 
if he returned in peace, he would iedttrfder the pflfe^ 
Hfihi^hi^xe^iet. up at Bethel as Goo's house, 

K4 It 



( 200 ) 

^K'- 'Ms feW related, : titer Ricke! brought . away Jisr 
father's idols, which she kept carefully concealed : it is 
fat Unlikely, hot thatltfali and 'her handmaids might 
hat* secreted others ; and It is very probable, that when 
Jacob's setts destroyed the city of Shechera, the captives 
they took carried with them some of thelrsi Now as 
Jacobhtf promised. , that the Lok*. should be- his only 
God, if .ever he returned to JBethel, it would hawe been 
a vipjauon of his vow, had he suffered .any thing t to re- 
main io his 'family (hat might have bees) Jield in any 
degree of competition with tjie Lpap ;„ he therefore 
desired them '< to put away the strange gods ttsat wers> 
amoiyj tnem^" He also, requited £hem to wash, their 
bodies* and ; change their garments ; thus , inft'madng» 
*«^ e/i^4JuiiaUion was necessary, i* 4«k* ta 
thw ^^mjwflr ..^ne^u^ir peopkof Xkio. .;,. A r: ; u 

W^XQSPhwi tv;{ ^ ; ;n ..:-.l <rjik *..«; J A. 
f^Jytwetn te.J^p,,»^< Jacaj* w^s, igpc^bed o* 

$ftLoft>> ttuc ?..jp His projiiwe^ 4in4 omnipptejat , to 
serform them ^ihat His r favour .ccnnprehends all the 
blessings of life*- and if so, tj^atit is our truest interest to 
seek it ; and that when (lis blessings axt showered down 
upon us* it ^s our duty to acknowledge, and be thank* 
ful for hit goodness. . • . -i ■- -:•,.■ 

wx* .« '•.' ■ ^ SECTION 
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SECTION Xtlll. 

' THE DEATHS OF RACHEL AND ISAAC. 

From Gmaiit Chop. xxxv. 

And they journeyed from Bethel ; and it came to 
' pass that Itachel bare another son, and his father called 
him Benjamin ; and Rachel died, and was buried in die 
1 way to fipfcrath, which is Bethlehem. 

And Jacob set a pillar upon her grave : that is the 
pillar of Rachel's grave unto this day. And Israel 
journeyed, and spread his tent beyond the tower of 
Edar. 

And Jacob came unto Isaac his father unto Mamre, 

• unto the city of Arbah( which is Hebron) where Abra- 

- ham and Isaac sojourned. - - 

And the days of Isaac were an hundred and fourscore 

- years : and Isaac gave up the gftost and died, and was 
■ gathered unto his people* being old and full of day! ; 

and his eons Esau and Jacob buried him. * • 

Add Esau took his wives, and his sons, and his daugh- 

• ters»' and all the parsons' of his house, and his cattle, 

- and all his beasttf, and all his substance, which he had 
4*ot in the land of Canaan ; and went into, the country, 

from the face*of his brother Jacob'. 

For their riches were more than that they might 

• dwell together s and the land wherein they were stran- 
gers, could not bear them, because of their cattle. 
Thus dwelt Esau in mount Seir : Esau is Edom. ! 

And Jacob dwelt in the land wherein his father was 

a stranger, in the land of Canaan ; and the sons 6f 

Jacob were twelve, Ruben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issfe* 

-char, Zebulun, Dan, Naphtali, Gad, Asher, Joseph, 

and Benjamin ; and his daughter's name was Dinah. 

K5 ANNOTATIONS 
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ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Rachel had, with uncommon solicitude, desired an 
increase of family : little did she think that the com- 
pletion of her w§hes unpaid pwe fatal *> herself! Ja- 
cob felt the most poignant grief at the death of a wife 
so beloved, batons- utfsforhrae Served to exercise hit 
mtifittff 

ft tmt have fay ft a great «€Oft to]aW » to SfaeoU Hfffr 

.,(*<*? 10 feeboJd <bu jgodi&ber; *j*d, wittav* «tetffat> 

the good old patriarch *wer*ly gsjoicftdflt ifi? HCurn 

ofhissona esj*xia% w^ie found, in the inowse of 

jjfcfb'«/amily*nd notes, ap earnest of *be accomplish- 

jneot .of ^tfiQ Curiae promises. 

Soon after Jacob's return, Isaac was released &Htn 
4bi* jnortaUife f and {as we conclude from the cypres- - 
*m^gfi&€r*d to &* jfither*) fafs *o»l vw J*cei*od into 
the state of rest appointed for the departed tfiriM! of 

.♦ Kflsjp .' WCp» 

I|4$peftifr tifclt £••*> m Mie cMest -ata, ,lud:ftr We 
s^ov*he,grqawtpart, if not aii, ^>f ifcitfefcer'ft riches 
in the land of Ca#a*q, which he -*K>k <way with Asm 
<so Seir; asd-tha* Jacob wis left, in Canaan to increase 
Jto subajaqet* by the ?wv*krm #f G*p. The Scrip- 
,Wre jpfonpags, thattb* dff&iriatfft of -Esau *o*» m*l- 
ftpfod itfo * powerW natfe* galW &e .gdemites, * 
which had many king*, tpqg ta$>rt * . >the*t was my 
ftcg in Israel. 

The <wel?e tow of Jatofe, saeptioaedi * tbtt *ettioo 9 
**** tfee^eads of ibe twelve tribes of JsraqJ, as wtU be 
seen in the succeeding part pf tip* b^tory. 

Frc*» the misfortune which fcefel Jacob* in the loss 

4>f bit wHSr, sp 000a after he wasj recojwci W *o his bro- 

.^fcer, and, bad r^Qeiyed * confirmation of the blessing pf 

Abraham* wf learjs to reflect, that no hmm felicity i» 

• Ge»» w*w. 31.. 

permanent* 
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man, vouchsafes^ *np^flge^%^^ 

famxxx |tf lfe£r.>iuty, ty ^38 ,^'^.|piK« 

thqyare in .danger qf becoffpng tPOj popftcfcnX of r thgjg 
own .strength, or too.jmuch; ;atu^h^ .to. the 4b|nja,,of 
this world, he caUs t)itw back & & lease in £fc* 
ou^.stttelwajffictians. , , , 

laaac teejnt to iwnre had, * J¥«r J* . £99$ \ \ W* * # f04 *** 
reject ta his /^V/4* he was .ewntfikrf * ? S P?4*%:' Jf ;we 
suppose him ta have been consenting to iti^,. sacrifice of 
bWsdfan obedience to,, GqV$ Qoramancj,; tyut Ujnust 
be . acknowledge^ tjhat his character , w^s UQt jjfrf*q& 
£ojr$ojne thing* are reapried of bun whi^h i^e, oajojaot 
but condemn. It is no unxammon thing foj #9#exs ty 
nyej^ nay roe* to deride* the sxarople of jjie patriarchs,. 
because tb$j*rred tin .some particular instances.; jhnuj^ 
we 4^ot rather rejoice .to find* that' they .ncers men p£ 
like mfirmir i e a with iour$ekek as this cjxc jtmatauce e% 
courages us to copy them in such parts of xhw :J cgtndu^ 
^g^dtheai ttoDiwnpiavour? 

SfECTiON XLJV- 

* t 

#»0« ?Gentti*t Chsft. .ssfcviL ! . 

Joseph feeing setenteen yeaw oldj f tw» feeding *tfe* 
fbek wkhhfe breihrtn,.aftd the fcti-wa* ^rkh the sent of 
Mhafe,airtf -with ifhesons of Zifpfft^ i&ftthet"* #foes J 
and JbSejA-brtmght unto'lii* father tkeir tefll fepoff.' •' 

Now Israel loted Joseph more 4 -than all 'tis chidrefli 
because jie was the son of In* oM tgei tmd he- made 
Kan a coat o£many colours. ' ,; r ••' 

And when bis brethren saw that their fatKer lo*t4 

9 

Mm 'more than all his ipttaren, they hatetHtfm 1 , and 
could not speak peaceably nmo him, ' t * • "** 

K 6 And: 



** * And Joseph tf reamed a dream, and he told it his' brN 
€krin'z and the£ hated him yet the more; -'*■.. .* 

' ' And lie 'said unto tkem, Hear, I pray yon, tBsfcrfcai* 
wliich J have dreataedi for beholdf, we were landing 
Sheaves in die 'field,' and ; lo/ rty sheaf arose; 1 and- also 
itbod upright ;°aifcl behold, your sheaves stood' Vound 
about, and made obeitance to toy sheaf. 

And his brethren said unto hhn, Shalt thou indeed 
reigti over us? or shah thou indeed have ; dominion over 
us 7 ? And ttiey hated him yet the more for* his dreams 
and for tils' words. : .-....:«. 

And l he dreamed yet' another dream, and told it his 
brethren* and said, Behold, I have dreamed a dream 1 
more ; and behold, the sun and the moon, and the ele- 
ven stars rriade. obeisance to me; * * : » 

And he told it to his father and to his brethren ; and 
hit rather rebuked him, and said unto him, What is this 
<iream that thou hast dreamed? shall I and thy mother 
and thy brethren indeed come to' 'bow down ourselves 
to thee, unto the earth? 

And his brethren envied him; but his' lather observ- 
ed the saying. And his brethren .went to feed their 
father's flock in Shechem. 

And Israel said unto Joseph, Do not thy brethren 
feed the flock in Shechem? come, .'and I will send thee 
ufto them. And Jie«aid unto him, Here am I. 

And he said ju> him, Go, 1 pray thee, see whether it 
be well with thy brethren, and well with the flocks 5 
and bring jne word again.. "So. he sent, him out of the 
vale of Heferon^ and he came to Shechem. : « 
j And a certain man found him. and behold, he was 
wandering in the field'; and the man asked him, sfljr^ 
mg, IVbatseekest thou i f 

And he said, I seek my, brethren t tell me, I pray 
thee, where they feed their^Qcka ? . . 

* And 
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, And the nian /said, . They are departed hence: fori 
heard them say, • Let us go to Dothan. And Joseph 
went after his brethren, an/a found them in Dothan. . . 4 m 

And when, they saw him afar off* even before he 
came near unto them, they conspired against him to 
slay him. And they said one to another. Behold jhifli 
dreamer cometh. 

- Come now therefore, and let us slay him, and cast 
him into some pit, and we will say, some evil. beast hath, 
devoured him : and we shall see what will become of 
his dreams. 

And. Reuben heard it, and he delivered him out of 
their hands ; and said, Let us not kill him : and Reuben 
said unto them, Shed no blood, but cast him into this 
pit that is in the wilderness, and lay no hand upon him i 
that he might rid him out of their hands, to deliver him 
to his father again. • 

And it came to pass when Joseph was come unto his 
brethren, that they stript Joseph out of his coat, his 
coat of many colours that was on him: and they took 
him, and cast him into a pit : and the pit was empty^ 
there was no water in it. 

' And they sat down to eat bread ; and they lift up their 
eyes and looked, and behold a company of Ishmaelites^ 
came from Gilead, with their camels bearing spicery and 
balm, and myrrh, going to carry it down to Egypt. 

And Judah said unto his brethren, What profit is it 
if we slay our brother, and conceal his blood ? Come, 
and let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and let not ,our 
hand be upon him ; for he is our brother, and bur flesh : 
and his brethren were content. 

Then ther^ passed by MMianitish merchantmen: and 
they drew and lift up Joseph out of the pit, and *o!d ; 
Joseph' to the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver 

and they brought Joseph into Egypt. - - '<- 

And 
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And Reuben returned unto the pit ; and behold , Jo» 
ifcifti'wasiiotinthe pit; afld "he re*nt his clothes. .And 
he retarded unto, his brethren* and said;. The child is 
not ; and 1, whfther shall I go ? 

And they took Joseph's coat, and killed a kid of the 
gOats, and dipped the coat in the blood; and the, coat 
Of many colours they brought to their father ; and sai<t 
This have we found : know now whether it be -thy 
son's coat or no ? 

And he knew it, and said, It is my son's coat; an 
evil beast hath devoured him : Joseph is without doubt 
rent in pieces. 

And Jacob rent his clothes, $nd put sack-cloth upoo 
his lotira, and mourned for his son many days. 

And all his sens and all his daughters rose up to com- 
fort him t but he refused to be comforted ; and he .said* 
For I wrH go down into the grave unto my soni mourn- 
ing : thus his father wept for him* 

ANNOTATIONS ahx> REFLECTIONS. 

The sons of Jacob were not all the children uf oner 
mother; for according to the custom of the age he 
lived in, this patriarch had several wive*v viz* Leah and 
her. hand-maid Zilpahj Rachel and her hand-maii 
Bilhah. As there w*re jealousies -and dimensions Aracipg, 
the women, it is most likely that their children formed' 
parties . adverse .to each others Unfortunately for Jo» 
seph,. he related some things to- his father, of which hi* 
brothers wished to keep him ignorant. 
'W$ are told, that Jacob's partiality to Joseph was on* 
/ account of his being tie son of his old age. This coulcj 
not be the case ; because there was an equal rea^sojB ibr 
his giving a preference, toZebuUin| ao4 much mere for 
his loving Benjamin better than either of them* a&bt* 
was 15 years younger^ Jw* exilic* ttll us, that this .text 



it wm ttwJnfrrf a^smsfaft *0 *hfe 2fcfaa*odkn» aad 
that it should have been rendmd, Ib&ame 'Annua* m snfer 

. A tear^cowrtematorobo informs u*, *faat, Jcrndfifo 
toost* wfcttchrif &hoot jtranalataDO called ^ &at+*f mmq 
*obtoK> might he -denasnioatad . *i Jmg gatmentj tmd is 
oBMftxifled /t^ dhatee Hee* dfoade^downto the heeto or is*. 
rek*,iwuh* ksnder it cthehotttKn, and long jfeetes down 
JO ihc wwt>: jWded «p with fee tame a* the iwrdttT; 
which was in ancient time* accounted both a noble 
just hondsaiUe dress* 

it is evident, that Jacob had o tender soliekude for 
the welfare of his other sons, or he would not have sent 
Joseph to wqnbe tfurshtra; ind k r is ajtowot, thsft 
Joseph himself hod an affection for -hk toetfcren, by 4t«s 
Ibemg so ready to go, and so diligent inseeking (hem* 

Joseph's dreams -certainly were from Goo, *ftd wetfe 
presages of hk &t«re greatness. It was nstraJ, in the 
early ages: of the world, (before there were StrifOures 
4S£eektl!y) for .the Lord to make known future events, 
by a kind of revelations, which ore so m et imes denomi- 
naiod x «*xr**ftt is/ Wl# night. These were very deferent 
! siponvGon)ttio?i ofcoiQS% • 

l»ittfc did poor Joseph think* when the vanity of a 
youthful heart led him to relate 1us dreams to his bre- 
thren>that he was furnishing food for &eir«nvy I 

if the sons of Jacob even supposed that Joseph «- 
wqW the dreamt, it was very unjust > to think <of pu« 
jobbing* him with dsoeh: and if tfoey really thought 
that ho was divinely vrnphttoY it : w*s InJptouS to at- 
tempt to -frustrate the purpose of the AL*neHfY. 

Aouben, who was the eon of Leah, <aod J»c<#& $r*. 
%orn, teems to have been of a more cotnpassfo&ate torn 

* 3tacJOiou5« on tHBible $ sto Essay for anew Transition of 

the Bible. 

Of 



frf nnd than. Joseph?* fctber brethren. It seem* that he 
•jdid BObjamain with the rest* » ..:/•= l 

How shocking it is to read, that aiW hWmg *trl|*. 
Jied their brother, and thrown him inta a 'piV the? sat 
down to eat, though they had witnessed the* xngui*& Of 
Jhx$ soul, and heard hb. jearotat entreaties that they 
■ would havd *ompas*ioob obj Jihn £ • Judah iseem* to have 
/abhorred the sin of fratruJide"; hut he so fcr agfeed with 
the rest, .that he wished the object )j& their joatual enVy 
Jto' be removed obt of the;wjay; : ) ko. ir. / ? .■ ; • 

The Midianitish merchantmen are supposed to, ha*fc 
jbeen 'some of the descendants' of Midjan^oneof the ions 
of Abraham and Ketursa ; and the Ishraaelites were of 
the posterity of Ishmael. .These .travelers seem to have 
associated together for safety and society, as is still the 
custom in those eastern, countries* .which .are. infested 
with wild beasts and robber*. Their >arrkal at this cri - 
■deal period was a providential interposition* . 

Reading the clothes appears, from several passages «f 
Scripture, to have been the ; ancient way. of expressing 
w grief for calamity) or sorrow for sin. 
. Jacob'* aipictfon for the loss of his son was very, natu- 
ral ; yet he was certainly wrong in nsftaing to be comforted, 
<and in respiring to rtQprQ'faikt day^f ki& &am death ; but 
.we may suppose that he made use of theses expression* in 
the first transports i>[ his grief, and afterwards patiently 
submitted to what, he concluded to be, the wiii of Go-d. 
,. It is needless to expatiate x>n the wickedness of Joseph^ 
brethren * but it may be necessary to. point out to ytomg. 
j&non** that they should be ve*y o&oful not. to carry tvil 
ri?/ or// of each other to * their parents. Joseph's iro- 
.pru.depcjfe & telling taksj.andWfctbsr's.hv listening to 
f them, seem to have furnished bis .brethren with the first 
pretence for openly expressing their hatred of him : not 
ttat this justified their-maKce; for they were men of experi- 

ence 
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fence in the world, and Ought tb have excused Joseph in 
consideration of his youth. ' Besides, it is a very great 
meanness as WeH as a sin to indulge envy t>n any occasion. 
' Young' persons -may farther learn * from the error of 
Joseph, that it is exceedingly dangerous to boast of an* 
perior advantages. None, indeed, can expect, fike Joseph, 
to' have divide revelations < but we may chance to have 
distinctions of another kind, from which we may pro- 
Write ourselves * advancement in the" worlds in these 
«flifes»'"i* should be extremely cautious bot • so Jfrovoto* 
jealousy and envy in the niinds df oar relations* byei^ 
t&iHg We*them< « T : '. 

: It is shocKhg to think, that it shouid^ever enter iirtil* 
the hearts of men, to teflbnd by each tdter fit ilavet! 
JTet how many people are there stUl existing in the world-,; 
who follow this inhuman traffiek, wfth as much coltrpoi 
%uV* as ?A*efri 'sftfrsidHi : -one party^ itorvih y money in 
exehange ^'tftofe; ^o^if iiot^rAhren MJM&Z ire 'sff* 
by nature j the other tearing' away a promising youtfi^ 
hv helpless vrr^n^tfcfc'sole comfort perhaps of iheir a^yed 
parents^ a wife irok^e^befofsif and affect^nW fiu^ 
band, a tender mother torn' her darling chilli -never; 
never rn^e^ to mee^ dgaift the «&? objectt of L thttf4x# 
tfecrtaW* btfi condemned, for the-remaiffder^^^ieir; 
wre%ehe4 ii**; to the vilest drudgery, the most inhuman' 
cruelty -an* *hc hardest fare! O that such- umratvrat 
iiferalJttd?^*, would but reflect on tie 1 anguish of mind 
they occasion 1 Anguish, which rankles in the sou!'; mO«s' 
ijwin an e£fetiocn#d add barbed arrow in Hie flesh 1 



^ 
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SECTION XLV. -• ■ 

JO&EPH CASK INTO, PRISON, 

from Gcruwt Ch4fi* xxix. . 

And Joseph was brought down to Egypt ; and Poti- 
phar, an o;Scer of Phar^ah, captain of the guard, an 

Egyptian* 



J 



EcrDiaia* bought him of the hand of ibc Ifthmaeliites* 
which Jhad brought hint d*wn thither. 

.And. the Lord was- wish Joseph* and Jhe wa»a jwo*- 
perous man j and he was in .the house of his iuaat**the 
%yptian. . 

"; And hit master saw that the Lord was wkb bw»» 
aod that the I<9,a» ae^df all ihathe<didto pwper in bit 

h**d. . 

And, Joseph Jfouod grace in hi* aigfct, a*d he sonmt 
him; and. he ^nade hk& jupeiaftr, ejpi his Jram*, -o»4 
j4I^^M^«Mtiato;h« ( ha«9d. : ,, 

And it came to pass from the time thrtfo hid ntftti* 
li^owfifi^r ,in tbiftfibojpq, wo^fliw all *hat4w had,*hat 
^4^r4^k^ed^the 5§ftKiant fcwerfar Joteph'^Mafcrt 

»f she &*** wa* fl*» fJi *J*Uiff,l»t& 
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.; -^M>J#^*^ *e had ^J^VJm**,; ,*d44* 
%w^ot^fc f l*^^ hwad which *e;did*e*4 

ai^.J^ph^^a^po%^aon.^4 > w^^Qi^^ 
>: 4noV$fafme^ 

mo. J3u£ ;he rpfiitfrii and sairi ansa Jui diaHer's vat** 

IWMdt f*fflb W^ir ^5«|eth f n# what <j* wiife** t*4» 

tpth J* ^^4)ac4:^i9 thi^gfr^m mb 4«* ***, hates* 
fta* ait hi# wife i J*w*he»^,W*siiw gttif wMmksV 

And it wm<m>< A pm m tite *p*b* t» jfttqsfc 4ay. Jbsjr 

day, that he hearkened not unto her, to lie by her, or to 
be with her. • - ' •' - - « 

And h came tb^jteSs Shout fHhiime, *&» Joseph went 
into the house to 4*<his twciietft*; -AflHt l6ere was none of 
theineQi0ftltti^8e*hfwi»tthio. •,.,-. 

.And *he caught bfamthf h» partem* sapog, Ue with 

me : 



/ 

j 



- ( 2M ) 

*ie : *nd k* Idft hit garment ia tor hand, ;a*d fled, and 
got him out. 

And it came to fate, when she saw that lie had left 
liis garment' in her hand, and was fled forth, that she 
called unto the men of her house, and spake txnto them, 
saying, /See,' ye have brought in an Hebrew traito us, to 
mock us: he came m'untb me to lie with toe, and t 
tried Trith a loud voice/': aad it came to pass, when he 
heard that t Hfted up my vofce, and cried, that* he left 
1 hWgarraettt with ine/ and 'fled, and got him out/ *' 
■ An&>snfe / kftl up lll» girtixent *y lifer; anfl. Wtord 
icamefcome. * 

And Ae^spkfce unto ftftipW according to these word* 
saying. The HAmHJ^ Servant Which thou hast 1>rougfht 
tiiito U&, tatne f r lh \rat& 'Hlfe td J meck me i anfl ft came to 
pass, as"! *ttfed ; -t$ ihy Vo%e and cried^ifratiie fcfc'hls 
g^tfttem'e/and/fteilM: »" :{ '" i ;': ' ."'■'- " r 

Arid it came to ^^s ? ^en'!iy ; to^1i^rfthe wwfii 
'of Ks Wife/^whlcb' sfee'spaKe unto ^ixp^slwn&j Alter 
'(his mafener aid thy 'servant 16 me ; that his wrath \tratj 

li^imiea. t '..'., ...! 

'' .Arid Joseph's master took lum,. and' put him into the 
prison, a idace where the kmgV prisoners were bound.: 
and ne was there m the .prison. 

\ But .the txuu> was .with Joseph, Wd shewed hii 
mercy, and gave him ' favour in, the . sight of tlje keeper 
of £he prison. ' . . 

And the keeper of the prison committed to Joseph's 
-band alf the prisoners that were in the prison: and 
whatsoever they did there, he was the doer of it. . 

The keener of the pi is on looked not 40 any thing that 
was under his hand j because the Xpao was with him,* 
and that which4ie did* the i-on-p made it to' prosper. . 
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ANNOTATIONS: iiro REFLECTIONS, t 

. Though , Joseph's cruej t toetbren sold him into the 
^hanoV of grangers, who< fjarried Jiim far from that sa- 
cred spot,.where the Loap was worshipped ^ as the only 
Gop ; and ipto * /country rendered abominable .by the 
practice, of.mqny co/ruptipni; r yetj was he not forsakes, 
.or ab^pdoned. In . the ; anguish of r his soul, he cried 
.unto the *Lord» and He heard him ;-and though infU 
nite wisdom saw. fit : to try the virtues, that he might 
^>rove a tyjght example, to. the world, .Divine goodness 
accompanied him whithersoever he went : for we may 
regard it as an instance pf God's provideptial care* that 
4 he did. .not fall into the hands of a cruel master. 
r . We. may reasonably exclude, from the blessing 
gWhich attended. Joseph's services^, that, like -his. father 
Jacob when an hireling to Labau t he .J£f°{l^jJ$ltf ty 



providence, by his perceiving that a Divine blessing at- 
tended, the services of Joseph, and by the trust which, 
in' co nsequerice 1 of . this .' conviction, ~ he reposed" in "him. 
Tt is likely that Joseph' was npV ihyested wihY the stew- 
atdshjp, tiU Fotiphar had "experienced, his fidelity in an 
wreripr capacity"; * during which period he might attain 
a -knowledge of the 'Egyptian language, which' bore 
great affinity, to that of Canaan. . .. ^ - • ' [' 
' The expression He knew not what he haa\save the 
Inad which he fid S ai * implies * the. highest' degree of 
confidence. . , 

" It is a sad reflection, thaf a man of so. much merit as 
Potiphar appears' to have been/ Should have had so 
abandoned 'a woman for "his wife. Her 'behaviour 

* See Section xxxvii. 

needs 
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needs ikr coasnvnt V eray Tirtuwu^^ersocr who reads -an* : 
account of it; ftnuft condemn and.ikespis'e her, for dis--. 
honouring her husband, ! and <fcs£ta*m$ aber sex. : 0»' 
the other hand, how annable does the con&fcr of Joseph. \ 

It was very natural for Potiphar to believe his. wife!*, 
tale; and considering ?the^ provocation!, which, 'he. sup- 
posed Joseph had giyei* hjm>he shewed great lenity in on- » 
ly committing him to J prison* I For.jBuch a :<srime» Poti*. 
pt^r .would have been justified in the eye of the world, r 
h&d Joseph been condemned to death, .. .*, .._ » 

. What a dreadful reverse.. of fortune did Joseph expe*. 
Hence I Instead of enjoying the friendship and tqnfidencel 
of a kind master, he was regarded as a monster of ingra^ 
titude* The fair character he had enjoyed in the world 
was blasted. Ease, and plenty were exchanged for the; 
horrors of a dungeon. His feet were hurt in the stocks ; 
and the iron of his crqel ; chains, ri vetted by calumny, en-u 
texed into his, very #f*/% i: - : , / . ; ; t 

, How, pleasing it U to? read in the same chapter, thai. 
theJLoRD extended his kindness" to the injured youth- 
and lessened the evils of imprisonment ! A* we are told 
that there was an interposition of Providence in his fa- 
vour, we may conclude, that the X»oRi> graciously in-: 
clined the heart of the keeper to beliete the account: 
which Joseph gave of- himself; and that the' same bev> 
haviour which had. be/ore gained him the confidence of? 
Potiphar, through the blessing of Goo, procured him that 
of hi* keeper, .. : ..'.«•• 

•, Fortunate were those who were committed to Joseph's > 
care ; and happy was he in the opportunities he had oft 
exercising the beneyelenoe 4tf his heart, by oamforting 
and doing good offices, ta^a/eifew prisoner a! » I i '.": > 

.Whether Pouffar. viffi afterwards <&ni»n£ed'o£jJo*' 

£ seph's 
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stphVinnoceaeefaraff***: ate. mat tiM-fAmtoscmhevtnm 
aaaffiwr of fcigkiavlc.we mty rnqspoaa that the ktspcs- 
wmMd othenribe }wn*b««ri feirfisl o£ giriftg- jucir aadabi 
gitoce asihecbbV t» a paeoner : cmmitted tor ifriefr sob*. 
finement for tuch an atrocious offence against Pdtipter 
hihneJf. . * • 

Erora/thiV section we learn, to ascribe- pwwptttt)* to 
our woodsy co*ce*nf *> €ta»» As the Lorb^ w» wttfr 
Joseph^ so; may w hop* He* wi)l be wicb «*«*f oner, 
whorsposet *P shtoer* trfltt *a> fata* and OMncieatiouelf 
discharges the duties of hi* station* We» ako fe«rte, i» 
inapt action*, to have a becoming re#w«€e for the 
B»n»V. If* JosepbV reflection*' Bbfrcem- 1 fo&i* grtai 
tviek&tneH dtrtf sin- against God, wefcr allowed to hare 
its due hrfPuewce, it woukt be- fdwii-in excefleat preserra- 
taw against ft e&selufe course- of fife ; for na 6rie> who 1 
fteJt'aa i«waitf esteem for Gcn>, wftl dare tfr violate 
hit law*. Bbnaestic* may* from* JbsepttV example*, de- 
rive encouragement to serve theit* thastefs wfth itde«* 
Iky aid upnghtnets;' This fo?the riiost fili^y way* to 
gaift tfce good wffl and* confidence of thwr employers' ; 
and the certain way ' te><©%tat» the fayotu* of the Lo* d : 
petton* in pamowfar, Who ai?e «n*Rpeetetfly reduced to 
* sta$s of sertitade* may from henee eoneefre' hope**' 
tkuvbjr a Jteadyi couvse of integrity, they »ha41' obtain 
esteenvaad find their *itu«itiow mueh more qeihforii&& 
thai* omdd have bee* cixpetiie4» &*yv pertiaps, ritfevto iwie-' 
pemktKO again. Masters n&y conclude, &oiw fhiVw*£ 
stance, that it is their interest to copunit the management - 
of ttofchoftstoki avoirs? wp«i»«ns«f a vtfcgiotnrttm of 
mcncL i U .'•.•.■;•> • 

• . WUraoe^deUesit iessnb doe* thl* portion of Scripture 
afford to gnc&yottths'&rafe'eicpioM^ of 

wairaa wmeort Happywwdti if fan ftr ttwusmds, atoould 

they take example from Jbseph 1 

Person* 
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" ¥erson> wftb 5 afiflt rftjUT^uoy OlUtttBta^rt, JQT? fnXOtl* 

#aged by &» >art of S*cfe# Ifitafy, to wbraft widt 
jNttietiee to- **«& evifc' as theBr tetftitert may bring 
ape* than: tfnoe they imay rest a«arei of «fie mercy 
and favour of God, whitir wSf imittecfiatefy aflfevhrte 
their wftringff, an# ifcsjan* diem \<*tri Itojter of a final 
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THE DREAMS OV THIS *UTtER JftliJ ITAbJeH.' ! 

"" ■ • ' ' . i 

A**> it cajpe *o pas* aft* tkw thingfe. that Bmaafc 
king of Egypt, was wroth against two i&M* o8ce*% 
against the c&ief tf the butfofl* awl ag9W*t tjw chieft of 
the haters. 

And be put them in. ward initio house of t£& ca$4o$ 
of ibc guaf4> into the prison^ the place wh*re Jtosepk/yas 

And the captain of the guard charged Jasq^i wi$. 
them v and he served them*, and they continued a, season 
inward* 

And they dreamed a^dreani, both pf them* qafh >ma 
his dream in one night* ?ach man. according to ths inter- 
pretation of his dream ; the butler and tKe. bake? of *h£ 
king of Egypt, which were bound in the prison* 

And Joseph, came in uu.to theui in the morning and 
looked upon them,, and behold they were sad, .And he 
asked Pharoah's officers that were with him. in the. war&of 
his lord's house* saying) Wherefore loolf ye so^sajily to-, 
day?' 

And they said u»to him, We, have dreamed a,- dream, 
and there is no interpreter of it, And Joseph, said Wito> 
them, pa not interyreUtWAS feejong to QftPi jjM,nwj 
them, I pray you. f A ; f , " ' 

And 



Ani the chief butler t^l4 hif dceani to Jpseph, aod 
unto him, Id my. dream, ?behold, a vine was before me t 
and ip the vipe were three branches : ao4 it watas though 
it budded* aitf tyer tiosaojcns shot forth ; and the duster* 
thereof brought fpr$h. ripe grapes, 

J\n<j. Pbaroah'* cup was ip my jband ; and I took the 
grapes, and pressed them into Pharoah's. cup, and I gavt 
the cup into Pharoah's hand. 

And Joseph said unto Win, This is the interpretation of 
it : the three branches are three days ; 

Yet within three days shall Pharoah lift up thine head, 
and restore thee unto thy place rand thou shalt deliver 
Pharoah's cup into his hand, after the former 1 manner when 
thou wast his butler. 

But think on me when it shall be well with thee, and 
shew kindness, I pray thee, unto me ; and make mention 
of me unto Pharoah, and bring me out of this house. 
: For indeed I was stolen away out of the land of the 
Hebrews : and here also have I done, nothing that they 
should put me into the dungeon. ^ !, ' 

When the chief baker saw that the interpretation was r 
good, he said unto Joseph, I also was in my dream, and 
behold I had three white baskets on my head. 

And in the uppermost basket there was of all manner 
of baked meats for Pharoah ; and the birds did eat them 
out of the 'oasket upon -my bead. 

Arid Joseph answered and said, This is the interpreta- 
tion thereof; the three baskets are three days : 

Yet within three days shall Pharoah lift up thy head 
from off thee/ and shall hang thee on a tree, and the birds 
shall eat thy flesh from off thee- 

' And it came to pass the third day, which was Pharoah's 
birth-day, ,that he made a feast unto all his servant* ; and] 
he lifted up the head* of the chief hutler, and of the chief - 
baker, among his servants. 

And 



( 217 ) 

•Atfd he rMtored the chief trader UBtd his boderslrip 
*gma i and he give the cup into Pharaoh's hand : 

But he hanged the chief baker ; as Joseph had inter- 
preted to them. 

Yet did not the chief buder remember Joseph, but 
Forgat hiiri. \ ' * 

ANNOTATIONS iwt> REFLECTIONS. 

The manner in which Joseph accosted his fellow-pri- 
soners, Pharaoh's butler and baker, shews, that he felt a 
benevolent solicitude for their happiness. The dreams 
which they had were undoubtedly from God, sent, as 
we shall soon perceive, to answer particular purposes 
of Divine Providence, but chiefly to lead to the deliverance 
and advancement of Joseph. 

The Egyptians were a very superstitious people, and 
dealt much with magicians, who pretended to the power 
of foretelling future events, and interpreting dreams ; 
ani we may suppose, from the expression, there is no in- 
terpreter, that Pharaoh's officers wished for an opportu- 
nity of consulting one of those sages. Joseph's reply 
indicated that he did not believe human arts could ena- 
ble any person ■ whatever to interpret dreafes : and he 
seems to have been suddenly inspired with a persuasion 
that Goo would make known to him the import of those 
which now disturbed the minds of the chief butler and 
baker. 

Joseph's request/ that the buder would recommend him 
to' the clemency of Pharaoh, was not at all* inconsistent 
with the mostfian trust in God ; for he had no reason 
to expect miracles to be wrought in his favour, when his 
deliverance might be effected, under the Divine blessing, 
by human ,means. 

It must have been a severe trial to Joseph to be ranked 
Vol. I. L with 
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, with the vilest of mankind j we therefore, caanot woo* 
der that he took every opportunity of attesting his inno- 
cence* 

It is needless to observe that there was great ingratitude 
in the butler's forgetfulness of Joseph : particularly as he 
knew, by his own experience, both the horrors of imprisoi* 
ment, and the joy of liberation. 

The will of Gonjs now so fully made known to Chris- 
tians by the publication of the Scriptures, and these sa» 
cred volumes contain such a variety of examples and war- 
nings, that we have seldom occasion for intimation by 
dreams, therefore it is best to pay no attention to the noc- 
turnal ramblings of the mind j for if, as Joseph observes, 
interpretations are of God, it must be very presumptuous in 
any human Being to attempt to explain them : and should 
Go d see fit to affect our minds in an extraordinary man- 
ner, by a dream on any particular occasion, he will, doubt- 
less, by the same instinctive power, direct us to the right 
understanding of it*, S 

SECTION XLVII. 

JOSEPH INTERPRETS FHARAOH's DREAMS* 

From Genesis, Chap, xli. 

And it came to pass at the end of two full years, that 
Pharaoh dreamed a dream, and his spirit was troubled ; 
and he sent and called for all the magicians of Egypt* 
and all the wise-men thereof : and Pharaoh told them 

* I will not take upon me absolutely to assert,that all dreams are 
imignifcant,b\it in general they certainly are so ; and unless accom- 
panied with an irresistible impulse, to do or avoid something which 
baa a direct tendency to promote our own good, or that of others, 
we may be sure it is not o/Goi>. Every suggestion to xviclednetsis to 
be ascribed to the evil one, and as such should be resisted. 

his 
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his dreams ; but there was none that could interpret them 
unto Pharaoh. 

Then spake the chief butler unto Pharaoh, saying, t (to 
remember my faults this day. Pharaoh was wroth with, 
his servants, and put me id ward in the captain of the 
guard' 8 house, both me and the chief baker. 

And we dreamed a dream in one night, I and he^ we 
dreamed each man according to the interpretation of his 
dream. 

And there was. there with us a young man, an Hebrew, 
servant to the captain of the guard ; and we told him* and 
he interpreted to us our dreams ; to each man according Go 
his dream he did interpret. 

And it came to pass, as he interpreted to us, so it wa* i 
me he restored unto my office, and him he hanged. 

Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, " and they 
brought him hastily out of the' dungeon ; and he shaved 
himself, and changed his raiment, and came in unto Pha- 
raoh. 

And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, I have dreamed a dream. 
and there is none that can . interpret it : and I have 
heard say of thee, that thou canst understand a dream to 
interpret it. 

And Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying, It is not in me ; 
God, shall give Pharaoh an answer of peace. 

And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, In my dream, behold I 
stood upon the bank of the river. And behold, there came 
up out of the river, seven kine, fat- fleshed and well-favour- 
ed ; and they fed in a meadow. 

And behold, seven other kine came up after them, 

poor and very ill-favoured, and leao-rleshed, such as I 

■ never saw in all the land of Egypt for badness. And the 

lean and the ill-favoured kine did eat up the first seven fat 

kine. 

And when they had eaten them up, it could not be 

L 2 known 
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known that they had eaten them ; but they were still ill- 
favoured, as' at the beginning* So I awoke. And I slept 
and dreamed a second time. 

And I saw in my dream, and behold, seyen ears came 
up in one stalk, full and good. And behold, seven ears, wi- 
thered, thin and blasted with the -east- wind, sprung up after 
them. 

And the thin ears devoured the seven good ears : and I 
told this unto the magicians ; but there was none that 
could declare it unto me. 

And Joseph said unto Pharaoh, The dream of Pharaoh 
is one : God hath shewed Pharaoh what he is about to 
do. 

The seven good kine are seven years ; and the seven 
gocid ears aTe seven years ; the dream is one. 

And the seven thin and ill favoured kine that came up 
after them, are seven years : and the seven empty ears 
blasted with the east-wind, shall be seven years of fa- 
mine. 

This is the thing which I have spoken unto Pharaoh. 
What God is about to ^lo, he sheweth unto Pharaoh. . 

Behold, there come seven j r ears of great plenty through- 
out all the land of Egypt. And there shall arise after them 
seven years of famine ; and all the plenty shall be forgotten 
in the land of Egypt ? and the famine shall consume the 

land. ' 

And the plenty shall not be known in the land, by 
reason of that famine following : for it shall be very 
grievous. 

And for that the dream was doubled unto Pharaoh ; it 
is because the thing is established by God, and Go d will 
shortly bring it to pass. 

Now therefore let Pharaoh look out a man discreet and 
wise, and set him over the land of Egypt. 

Let Pharaoh do this, and iet him .appoint officers 

over 
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•ver the land, and take up the fifth part of the land of 
Egypt in the seven plenteous years. *~n 

And let them gather all the food of those good years' 
that come, aud lay up corn under the hand of Pharaoh , 
and let them keep food in the cities. 

And that food shall be for store to the land against 
the seven years of famine, which shall be in the land 
of Egypt ; that the land perish not through the fa- 
mine. 

And the thing was good in the eyes- of Pharaoh, and 
in the eyes of all his -servants. 

And Pharaoh said unto his servants, Can we find 
such *a t)ne as this is, a man in whom the Spirit of 
God is? 

And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Forasmuch as God 
hath shewed thee all this, there is none so discreet and 
wise as thou art : 

Thou shalt be over my house, and according unto 
thy word shall all my people be ruled; only in the T 
throne will I be greater than thou. 

And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, See, I have set thee 
over aH the land of Egypt. 

And Pharaoh took off his ring from his hand, and* 
put it upon Joseph's hand, and arrayed him in vestures 
of fine linen, and put a gold chain about his neck. 

And he made him to ride in the second chariot which 
he had ; and they cried before him, Bow the knee : and 
he made him ruler over all the land of Egypt. 

And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, I am Pharaoh, and 
without thee shall no man lift up his hand or foot irt 
all the land of Egypt. 

And Pharaoh called Joseph's name Zaphnath paa- 
neah : and he gave him to wife Asenath the daughter 
of Potipherah priest of On. And Joseph went out over 
all the land of Egypt. 

L 3 And 
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Ami Joseph was thirty years old wheo he stood be- 
fore Pharaoh king of Egypt : and Joseph went out 
from the presence of Pharaoh, and went throughout all 
the land of Egypt. 

Ami in the seven plenteous years the earth brought 
forth byhandfuls. 

And he gathered up all the food of the seven years 
which were in the land of Egypt, and laid up the food 
in the cities : the food of the field which was round 
about every city laid he up in the same. 

And Joseph gathered corn as the sand of the sea, 
very much, until lie left numbering : for it was with- 
out number* 

And unto Joseph were born two sons before the years 
of famine came : which Asenath, the daughter of Poti- 
pherah priest of On, bare unto him. 

And Joseph called the name of the first-born Ma- 
Basseh : for God, said .he, hath made me forget all my 
toil, and all my father's house. 

And the name of the second called he Ephraim: for 
Go d hath caused me to be fruitful in the land of my 
affliction. 

jAnd the seven years of plenteousness that was in the 
land of Egypt were ended. 

' And the seven years of dearth began to come, ac- 
cording as Joseph had said : and the dearth was in all 
lane's ; but in. all the land of Egypt there was bread. . . 

And when all the land of Egypt was famished, the 
people cried to Pharaoh for bread : and Pharaoh said 
unto all the Egyptians, Go unto Joseph ; what he saith 
to you, do. 

And the famine was over all the face of the earth : 
and Joseph opened all the store-houses, and sold unto 
the Egyptians : and the famine waxed sore in the land 
of Egypt. 

And 
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And all countries came into Egypt to Joseph for to 
buy corn ; because that the famine was so spre in all 
laxx}** 

* ■ * 

ANNOTATIONS ans REFLECTIONS. 

In the early ages of the world, before mankind had 
much experience, or writing was invented, there were 
many particulars necessary to be known in order to 
ascertain the seasons in which different parts of the 
earth should be cultivated. It was Y&ry material in 
Egypt, for instance, to be prepared for the inundation 
of the river Nile, because the future harvest depended 
greatly upon it, and the people were obliged to remove 
to the highest ground whilst it lasted. Tfiis it is sup- 
posed first led the Egyptians to observe the motions of 
the stars, that they might know* how the year passed 
by the appearance of the heavens, as the stars succeeded 
in regular order. There is one bright star called- the 
Dog Star, which appears in Egypt, early in the morn- 
ing, just before the time of the inundation ; this and a 
number of other circumstances attracted the particular 
attention of some among the antient Egyptians, and 
led to great discoveries in the science of astronomy, 
which was connected with their religion ; for the prin- 
cipal deities of this people were the Sun, Moon, and 
Dog Star, worshipped under a great variety of 6-' 
gures and emblems. The priests of these idols pre- 
tended to have immediate intercourse with the gods 
by means of certain magical arts which they practised ; 
these were the 'magicians, some of whom Pharaoh sent 
for to interpret his dreams ; their failing to do so 
proved that they were false prophets. 

Pharaoh's butler seems to hare recollected his pro* 

L4« mise 
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g&e to Joseph With great compunction of mind. How 
inuch was his present kindness invalidated by bis for- 
mer forgetful ness 1 

The dreams of Pharaoh were euch, that the art of 
man could not investigate them ; yet without these 
dreams Pharaoh would not have been induced to send 
for Joseph; neither would. he have known" a truth v of 
great importance in a country where superstition* pre- 
vailed, that interpretations come jr&m Gop. We may add^ 
that in all probability Pharaoh in the years of plenty 
Would have neglected to gather the corn into store- 
houses,; or the people might have" been remjss in sowing 
grain, after a few years of such astonishing abundance j 
the consequences of whjch would haye. been fatal to 
thousands. Or they might have supposed the plenty 
and famine to have beep the effects, qf njere natural 
causes, instead of looking up to Gop as the, author of 
tjran. 

Joseph's advice, though, perfectly agreeable to reason^ 
proceeded froni piv'me rtvefation. A Win li^A ^mfc 
remarkable for # humility, and just released froni a pri- 
son, would scarcely have ventured tfl oiFer hip own 
sentiments so freely to an august monarch. A fifth 
part of the corn waa afterwards found adequate to the 
deficiencies of the years of famipe ; for it is to be 
considered, that, besides the king's . stores, the rich 
.people of the* land had it in their power, during the 
years of plenty, to lay. by great quantities, after having 
supplied their quota to government ; and we may sup- 
pose that the earth itself, even whjle, the dearth lasted, 
yielded a small quantity. 

Though Pharaoh had very erroneous notions respect- 
ing religion, in consequence, of his .having been edu- 
cated in that of the Egyptians* he $jtill be^eved in the 

Lord 
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.Lord God-, and was, ready to obey his commands as 
*oon as they were made known to him, by one who, 
he was convinced, spake by the inspiration of the Spi- 
rit of God ; his determination to follow Joseph?* coun- 
sel was perfectly consistent with a stedfastbelief in God; 
and the honours he heaped on him shewed a firmi trust 
in the Divine promises* The name which was given 
to Joseph by Pharaoh signifies a prime minister. With- 
out imputing ambition to Joseph, we may account for his 
accepting this post by supposing, that in so doing he fol- 
lowed a Divine impulse. 

The knowledge of the true God was not totally lost 
among the Egyptians at this time $ but in what man- 
ner they paid their adorations ta the Supreme. Being. 
we do not know :. it is supposed that they made use of 
symbols to express his attributes* Even this was a great 
corruption of the religion of Noah ; but not so bad at 
what they were afterwards guilty of, in setting up ima- 
ginary deities i in competition with the Lord* Ha/i 
Potipherah been an idolator of the last description, we 
. have reason to think no temptation would have pre- 
vailed on Joseph to form an alliance with/ him ; and it 
wiU be shewn in a following Section*' that Joseph did , 
not entirely conform to the customs of the Egyptians • 
therefore we may conclude* that he practised the' religion 
of his fathers, as much as it was in his power to-do in a 
foreign land. We are toM tl^at "the Lord was witi* 
Joseftk" which would scarcely have been fhe case if he, 
had forsaken the Lord. 

Joseph soon*. by his great activity, convinced Pharaoh, 
that in appointing him as prime minister he had made a 
judicious choice. * 

How merciful was God in so ordering evegyts that a* 
bundance should precede scarcity! ' 

L5 While . 
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* While Joseph continued in prison, he recollected, with 
regret, the comforts of his father's house ; but his ex- 
altation was now so great, and his means of doing good 
SO enlarged, that he thought it his duty to settle his 
mind entirely tt> his present situation. Pharaoh appears 
to have continued very stedfast in his attachment to Jo- 
seph. What dreadful situation would he and his people 
have been in, had not the Lord so wonderfully interposed 
for their relief ! 

Jn this Section we have a fresh instance to warn us 
against human attempts to interpret dreams. In former 
ages, as we learn from this and other passages of Scrip- 
ture, God sometimes gave intimation to kings of 
particular nations concerning future events, in. which 
they and their people were concerned. But in gene- 
ral dreams do not admit of any interpretation at all* 
because they are the mere sports of fancy, or rather the 
remnants of ideas, which have before passed in the 

mind. * 

Kings are instructed by this portion of Scripture to 

seek out as ministers, men not only " discreet and 
wise" but those " in whom the Spirit of. God is;* * 
or persons who regulate their lives, in all the relative 
duties, by the revealed will of God. From the exam- 
ple of Joseph, Ministers may learn, that they should, 
in the management of public af&irs, consult the wel- 
fare of both king and people, and establish such laws 
as may give their country consequence with other na- 
tions. The Subjects of a kingdom are led from this 
portion of Scripture, to consider it as an interposition 
of Providence in* their favour when they have righ- 
teous rulers ; and private persons are admonished, hi 
the time of affliction, to place their trust and confidence 
in God, who can so order events, as by a happy reverse 

of 
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<£ fortune to make them forget all their former sorrow*, 
and bless them with prosperity in the height of their 
affliction. 

^ SECTION XLVI1I. 

JOSEPH AND HIS BRETHREN. 

From Genesis, Chap* xjii. 

Now when Jacob knew that there was corn in Egypt, 
Jacob said unto his sons, Why do ye look one upon ano - - 
ther? 

And he said, Behold, I have heard that there is cor,n in 
Egypt ; get ye down thither, and tyiy for us from thence, 
that we may live, and not die. 

And Joseph's ten brethren went down to buy corn in 
Egypt. But Benjamin, Joseph's brother, Jacob sent not 
with his bretlrren*: for he said, Lest peradventure mischief 
~befal him. 

And the sons of Israel came to buy corn among 
those that came : for the famine was in the land of 
Canaan. 

And Joseph was the governor over the land, and he 
it was that sold to all the people of the land : and Jo- 
seph's brethren came and bowed down themselves before 
him, with their faces to the earth. 

And Joseph saw his brethren, and he knew them, 
but made himself strange unto them, and spake rough- 
ly unto them ; and he said unto them, Whence come 
ye ? and they «aid, From the land of Canaan, to buy 
food. 

And Joseph knew his brethren, but they knew not 
him. And Joseph remembered the dreams which he 

L 6 dreamed 



(;228.) 

dreamed of them, and said unto -them. Ye ate if*** ; ta 

•see the nakedness of the land you are cpme. 

' And they said unto him, Nay, my lord, but ta buy 
food are thy servants come. We are all one man's son* ; 
we are true men, thy servants are no spies. 

And he said unto them, Nay, but to see the nakedness 
of the land you are come. 

And they said, Thy servants are* twelve brethren, 
the sons of one. man in the land, oi Canaan ; and be- 
hold, the youngest is this day with our father, and one 
is not. , * 

And Joseph said unto them, That is it that I spake unto 
you, saying, Ye are spies. 

Hertby he shall be proved ; by the life of Pharaoh, ye 
shall not go forth hence, except your youngest brother 
come hither. 

Send one of you, arid let him fetch your brother, and ye 
. shall be kept in prison, that your words may be proved, 
whether there be any truth in you ; or else, oy the life of 
Pharaoh, surely ye are spies. 

And he put them all together into ward three days. 
And Joseph said unto them the third day, This do, and 
live ; for I fear God. 

If ,ye be true men, let one of your brethren be bound in 
the house of your prison • go ye, carry corn for the fa- 
mine of your houses ; But bring" your youngest brother un- 
to me : so shall your words be verified, and ye shall not 
die. And they did so. 

An 1 they said one to another, We are verily guilty con- 
cerning our brother, in thnt we saw the anguish of his soul, 
when he besought us, and we would notliear ; therefore is 
this diotress come upon us. 

And Reuben answered them, saying, Spake I not 
»nto you, saying; D6 not sin against the child ; and ye 

~* would 
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would not tear ? therefore behold also, his blood i* re* 
quired. 

And they knew bat that Joseph, understood them ; for 
he -spake unto them by as interpreter. 

And he-turned himself about from them, and wept : and 
returned to them again, and communed with them and 
took from them Simeon, and bound him before their 
eyes* 

Then Joseph commanded to fiU their sacks- with corn, 
and to restore every man's money into his sack : and to 
give them provision for the way : and thus did he unto 
them . 

And they laded their asses with the corn, and departed 
thence. And as one of them opened his sack to give his 
ass provender in the inn, he espied his money : for behold 
it was in his sack's mouth. 

And he said unto his brethren, My money id restored : 
and lo, it is even in my sack : and their heart failed them, 
and they were afraid, saying one to another, What is 
this that God hath done unto us ? 

And they came unto Jacob their father, unto the 
land of Canaan, and told him all that befel unto them, 
saying. 

The man who is the lord of the land, spake roughly to 
us, and took us for spies of the country. And we said 
onto him, We are true men ; we are no spies. 

We be twelve brethren, sons of our father ; one is nqt, 
and the youngest is this day with our father in the land 
of Canaan. 

And the, man, the lord of the country, said onto us, 
Hereby shall I know \hat ye are true men : leave one pf 
your brethren here wkh me a and take food for the famine 
of your houshoids, and be gone. * j 

And bring your youngest brother unto me ; then 
shall I know that ye are no spies, but that . ye are true 

men; 
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men; so will I deliver you your brother, and ye shaM' 
traffic in the land. 

And it came to pass as they emptied their sacks, that 
behold every man's bundle of money was in his sack : and 
when both they and their father saw the bundles of money 
they were afraid. 

And Jacob their father said unto them, Me have ye be- 
reaved of my children ; Joseph is not, and Simeon is nor, 
and ye will take Benjamin away: all these things are 
against me. 

And Reuben spake unto his father, saying, Slay my two 
sons, if I bring him not to thee : deliver him into ray hand 
and I will bring him to thee again* 

And he said. My son shall not go down with yorr, for 
his brother is dead, and he is left alone : if mischief befal 
him by the way in which ye go^ then shall ye bring down 
my grey heirs with sorrow to the graye* df 
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ANNOTATIONS avd REFLECTIONS. 

In times of public calamity, the minds of men are fre- 
quently struck with a kind of consternation that prevents 
their making any exertions for their own relief: This 
teems to have been the case with Jacob's sons. w The 
famine was sore in the land," the labours of the husband- 
man were ineffectual, the Lord had withdrawn his bless- 
ing, and the wretched inhabitants of Canaan were in dan- 
ger of perishing, for want of sustenance. Utterly at a loss 
for expedients in this dreadful emergency, Joseph's bre- 
thren " looked on each ether" with fearful expectation, not 
knowing which of them would first feel the dire effects of 
this afflicting evil. 

It appears that Jacob indulged the same kind of par- 
tiality for Benjamin, as he formerly did for Joseph ; 

but 
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bit there is this excuse to be made for him, that his other 
sons were in a manner separated from him, having raroi- 
lies of their own, while Benjamin was his constant com- 
pan ion. 

The land of Egypt was extremely well fortified by na- 
ture, and in danger of incursions only in that quarter which 
kry nearest to Canaan. Joseph had therefore a very good 
pretence for challenging his brethren as spies* His words 
may be construed as a sort of interrogation, Are ye not 
spies ? The answer which they made, furnished a very 
good reason why they should not , be regarded as such ; 
for it was scarcely probable, that a man would send so 
many of his own sons on so dangerous an expedition ; or 
that the brethren of one family should undertake it, with- 
out other associates. 

Joseph's expression, By the life of Pharaoh* is not to 
be considered as an oath, but as a vehement asseveration, 
signifying, As surely as Pharaoh lives. We should re- 
flect that the occasion was sudden ; and that his mind was 
violently agitated. 

• As the governor of Egypt, Joseph was in a very cri- 
tical situation. He had great reason to suspect that 
his brethren had not told him the truth in regard to 
Cenjamin ; and supposing that they had murdered him, 
it would have been a flagrant act of injustice had he 
let them escape unpunished; but though Joseph com- 
mitted his brethren to prison, there is no account of 
any cruelties inflicted on them during their confine- 
ment. It would have been very wrong had he owned 
them at once ; Tor had they proved as wickedly inclined 
as formerly, he could not, for his reputation's sake, have 
continued his protection to them, or lived on the terms of 
•brotherly love. 

. It was very natural that Joseph should feel a particu- 
lar affection for Benjamin, as he was the son of his 

own 
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Own mother; and therefore more neady related to him 
than the rest of his brethren $ besides, most of the others 
were much older than himself, and. they had, all the 
time he lived among them, regarded him with a jealous 
eye, and treated him unkindly; so that he must have 
had uncommon goodness of heart to have felt so much 
tenderness for them, as his subsequent behaviour dis- 
plays. 

We have reason to suppose that, after mature delibera-: 
tion, Joseph resolved |o keep one only of his brothers a* 
an 1 hostage, and leave the event to Providence. Had his 
brethren been at liberty, three days at least would have 
been necessary to rest themselves, and their cattle, and 
transact &e&jbusiness; so that Jacob, and that part of his 
family who remained with him in Canaan, did not .suffer 
by their detention. . " * 

In the confession which they made to each other, 
we may perceive the natural effects of wicked actions, 
those reproaches of conscience which are ever ready to 
torment the guilty. It must have been a great conso- 
lation to Jleuben, at this time, to "think, that he had 
endeavoured to prevent what the others now so justly de- 
plored. , 

It is evident, from Joseph's emotion, that he «did not 
take these measures from motives of cruelty or revenge. 
We may suppose^ from his choice of Simeon, that he re- 
garded him as the chief instigator to the cruelties 
.which had been exercised on himself; therefore most 
Jikely to be guilty in respect to Benjamin. The Jews have 
a tradition, that as soon as the others were gone, Simeon 
was released from his fetters, and treated with the utmost 

lenity. 

Joseph's returning the purchase-money, may be im- 
puted to two reasons;' a desire of proving the integrity 

of- hi* brethren; and a willipgness to, relieve gratui- 

tously 



CougrJy the necessities of bis relations. What is* in ihis 
'Section called an mo, signifies a tenti which they car-, 
rie4 a??pn$ to pitch occasionally ; for there were no pub- 
lic inns in those days in the eastern countries. 
. By this section, .we are instructed, that .in times ol 
dearth and scarcity, the inhabitants of a country should 
not sit down in supine dejection, " looking at one an? 
other;" but make diligent inquiry, whether it be not 
possible to procure a supply from some foreign land. 
Xt also contains a powerful warning to all person? 
against the perpetration of wicked actions.; since, how* 
ever secretly committed, they leave a sting in the con? 
science; and," when known, bring suspicijwr upon t the 
authors of tfyem, in cases in which they are perfect!/ 
lfoneltsty. s* • 

• - S' ' • " - 

SECTION XLIX. ' 

JOSEPH AND HI8 BRETHREN. 

. • " '»» ' ' 

From Genesis y Chap, xliii. 

And the famine was sore in the land. '.And it 
came to pass when Jacob's family had eaten up the 
corn which they had brought out of Egypt, their 
father said unto them, Go again, buy us a little 
food. 

And Jtidah spake unto him, saying, The man did 
solemnly protest unto- us, ' saying, Ye shall not see 'my 
face, except your brother be with you. 

If 'thou wilt send our brother with us, we will go 

down and buy thee food : but if thou wilt not send 

him, we will not go down : for the man said unto us, 

*Ye shall not see my face, except your brother be- with 

-you; 

And 
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An<J Israel said, Wherefore dealt ye so ill with me, as' 
to tell the man whether ye had yet a brother ? r 

And they said, The man asked us straitly of our 
state, and of our kindred, saying, Is your father yet 
alive ? have ye another brother ? and we told him 
according to the tenor of these words : could we cer- 
tainly know that he would say, Bring your brother 
down ? 

And Judah said unto Israel hit father, Send the lad 
with me, and we will arise and go: that we may 
live and not die, both we, and thou, and also our 
little ones. 

I will be surety for him : of my hand shalt thou" re- 
quire him ; if I bring him not unto thee, and set him 
before thee, then let me bear the blame for ever. For 
except we had lingered, surely now we had returned 
this second time. 

♦And their father Israel said unto lhem,~lf it must 
be 40 now, do this ; take of the best fruits in the land 
in your vessels, and carry down the man a present, a 
little balm, and a little honey, spices, and myrrh, nuts, 
and almonds ; and take double money in your hand : 
and the money that was brought again in the mouth of 
your sacks, carry it again in your hand ; peradyenture it 
was an oversight. 

Take also your brother, and arise, go again unto the 
man; and God Almighty give you mercy before the 
man, that he may send away your other brother, and 
Benjamin ; if I be bereaved of my children, I am be- 
reaved. 

And the men took that present, and they took double 
money in their hand, and Benjamin; and rose up, and 
went down down to Egypt, and stood before Joseph* 

And whep Joseph saw Benjainin with tfcem* he said 

to 
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to the ruler of hi* house, Bring these men home, and 
slay, and make ready ; for these men shall dine with me 
at noon. 

And the man did as Joseph bade ; and the man brought 
the men into Joseph's house. 

And the men were afraid because they were brought 
into Joseph's^ house ; and they said, Because of the 
money that was returned in our sacks at the first time 
are we brought in ; that he may seek occasion against 
uBj and fall upon, us and take us for bondmen, and our 
asses. 

And they came near to the steward of' Joseph's house, 
* and they communed with him at the door of -the house, 
and said, 

O sir, we came indeed down at the first time to 
buy food, and it came to pass when we came to the 
inn, that we opened our sacks, and behold every 
man's money was in the mouth of his sack, our mo* 
ney in full weight; and we have brought it again in 
our hand. 

And other money have we brought down in our hands 
to buy food ; we cannot tell who put our money in our 
sacks. 

And he said, Peace be to you, fear not ; your God, 
and the God of your father, hath given you treasure in 
your sacks : I had your money ; and he brought Simeon 
out unto them. 

And the man brought the men into Joseph's house, 
and gave them water, and they washed their feet ; anch- 
he gave their asses provender. 

And they made ready the present against Joseph 
came at noon ; for they heard that they should eat 
bread there. 

And when Joseph came horaov they brought him the 

present 
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pfeaeht which was in their hand into the house, and bow- 
e4 themselves, to him to the earth. 

And he asked them of their welfare* and said, Ii 
your father well, the old man of whom ye spake ? Is . he 
yet alive ? 

And they answered, Thy servant our father is in good 
health, he is yet alive : and they bowed down their 
h^eads and made obeisance. v < 

And he lift up his eyes, and saw his. brother Benja- 
min* his. mother's son, and said, Is this your younger 
brother, of whom ye spake unto me ? and he said, God 
be gracious upto thee, my son. 

And Joseph made haste, for his bowels did yearn 
Upon his brother ; and he sought where to weep j and he 
entered into, his chamber, and wept there. 
,,4 n ,4. he washed his face ; and went out, and refrained t 
himself, -and said; Set or bread. 

And they set on for him by himself, arid for them 
by themselves ; and for the Egyptians which did eat 
with him by themselves ; because the L Egyptians might 
not. eat bread with the Hebrews : for that is an* abomi- 
nation unto the Egyptians. 

And they sat before him, the first born according to hit 
birth-right, and the youngest according to his youth ; and 
the men marvelled one at another. 

And he took and sent messes unto them from before 
him ; but Benjamin's mess was five times so much as 
any of theirs. - Aad they ,dranji and were merry with 

him. 

• • /* 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

* There is an appearance of undutifulness in Judah's 
refusal to go down into Egypt at his father's com- 
mand; 
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mand ; but we should consider the situation he was in. 
Jacob felt the force of his son's remonstrances, and 
was convinced that Judah insisted upon Benjamin's ac- 
companying him, not from a principle of disobedience, 
but from prudence and necessity. The present which 
he sent consisted of the choicest produce of the land of 
Canaan. 

Though Jacob at first had suffered his affection fdr 
one child to make him unmindful of what was due 
to the rest of Jiis family, he soon recollected his duty, 
and resigned his affairs to the disposal of Divine Pro- 
vidence. 

It is evident that Joseph's detention of Simeon pro- 
ceeded from a distrust that he lfed dealt treacherously 
with his youngest brother ; for as soon as he was con- 
vinced that Benjamin was safe, he found it difficult to 
restrain the effusions of his tenderness towards all of 
them. With what anxious solicitude did he inquire 
after his aged parent! With what affectiqn did he be- 
hold his mother's son ! Not one unkind or harsh ex- 
pression did he utter, but entertained his brethren with 
the utmost hospitality. Prudence suggested that a far- 
ther trial of them was necessary, before he placed con- 
fidence in them, therefore he refrained himself, but the 
pain which it cost him to do so the sacred historian has 
most pathetically expressed. Well might Joseph's bre- 
thren, a company of shepherds, be astonished, at being 
treated with so much ceremony and respect in the pa- 
lace of a Prime Minister ! How condescending and en- 
gaging must Joseph's behaviour have been, which en- 
couraged his brethren, under such circumstances, to 
be merry with him. 
' . It is* likely that the Egyptians, possessed that illiberal 
spirit v which prevail"? too* much among the lower kinds 

of 
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of Englishmen, of regarding foreigners as persons of sm 
inferior species to themselves ; and that this was the 
ground of that abomination in which they held the 
Hebrews ; or it might be on account of the difference 
of Religion between them. 

The manner of eating among the ancients, was, to 
have a number of small dishes set before the master of 
the feast, who distributed to each guest his portion. A 
douBle mess was the usual mark of distinction. 

From this section, we learn, that it is adviseable, in 
extraordinary cases, for parents to comply with the. re- 
monstrances of their children, if the latter have had 
experience in the world, rather than to insist upon an 
implicit obedience in matters where their affections 
may lead them wrong. Before a father or mother 
determine to follow their own opinion in favour of 
one child, they should carefully consider whether 
their doing so will be consistent with their duty to the 
rest. 

Whenever the interests of persons who have an equal 
claim to consideration seem to interfere, it is the best 
way for heads of families to imitate Jacob's example, 
and pursue* the measure which present exigencies re- 
quire, for the good of the whole, leaving the oare of 
individuals to Divine Providence. 



SECTION L. 

JOSEPH AND HIS BRETHREN. 

From Genesis, Chap. xliv. 

And Joseph commanded the steward of his house, 
saying, Fill the men's sacks with food, as much as they 
can carry, and put every roan's money in his sack's 

mouth j 
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month ; and pat my cup, the silver cup, m the sack's mouth 
of the youngest, and his corn-money : and he did accop* 
ding to the word that Joseph had spoken. 

As soon as the morning was light, the men were sent . 
away, they and their asses. 

And when they were gone out of the city, qpd not 
yet far off, Joseph said unto his steward, Up, follow 
after the men ; . and when thou dost overtake them, 
say -unto them, Wherefore have ye rewarded evil for 
good? 

Is not this it in which my- lord drinketh ? and 
whereby indeed he divineth? ye have done evil in so 
doing. 

And he overtook them,* and he spake unto them these , 
same words. And they said unto him, Wherefore saith 
my lord these words ? God forbid that thy servants should 
do according to this thing. 

Behold, the money which we found in our sack's 
. mouths, we brought again unto thee outjof the land of Ca- 
naan: how then should we steal out of thy lord's house 
silver or gold ? 

With whomsoever of thy servants it be found, both let 
him die, and we also will be my lord's bondmen. /*nd 
he said, Now also let it be according unto your words ; he 
with whom it is found shall be my servant : and ye shall be 
blameless. 

Then they speedily took down every man his sack 
to the ground, and opened every man his sack. And 
he searched, and began at the eldest, and left at the 
youngest : and the cup was found is Benjamin's 
sack. 

. Then they rent their clothes, and laded every man his 
ass, and they returned to the city. And Judah and his bre- 
thren came to Joseph's house (for he was, yet there), 
and they fell before him on the ground. 

And 
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And Jos eph said unto them, What deed is this that ye 
have done ? wot ye not that $uch*a man as 1 can certainly 
divine ? 

" And Judah said, What shall we say tmto my lord I what 
shall we speak ? or how shall we clear ourselves ? Gob 
hath found outtiie iniquity of thy sWatts s behold, weare 
my lord's servants : both we, and he also, with whom the 
cup is found. 

And he said, God forbid that I should do so ; but 
the man in whose hand the cup is found, he shall be 
my servant ; and as for you, get you up in peace unto your 

father. 

Then Judah came near unto him, and said, Oh, my lord, 
let thy servant, 1 pray thee, speak a word in my lord's ears, 
and let not thine anger burn against thy servant : for thou 
art even as Pharaoh. 

My lord asked his servants, saymg, Have ye a father, 
. or a brother ? And we said unto ray lord, We have a fa- 
ther, an old man, and a child of his old age, a little one : 
and his brother is dead, and he alone is left of his mother, 
and his father loveth him. 

AncUhou saidst imto thy servants, Bring him down unto 
me, that I may set mine eyes u'pon him. 

And we said unto my lord, The lad cannot leave his 
father : for if he should leave his father, his father would 
die. 

And thou said st unto thy servants, Except your young- 
est brother come down with you, ye Shall see my face no 
more. 

And k came to pass when we came up unto thy 
servant my father, we told him the words of my 
lord. 

And our father said, Go again, and buy us a little 
food. And we said, We cannot go down : if our young- 
est brother be with us, then, will we go down ; for we 

may 
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may not see the man's face except our younger bro- 
ther be with us. 

And thy. servant, my father, said unto us, Ye know 
that my wife bare me two sons : And the one went but 
from me, and I said, Surely, he is torn to pieces ; and 
I saw him not since : 

And if ye take this also from me, and mischief be- 
fall him, ye shall bring down my gray hairs with sor- 
row to the grave. 

Now "therefore when I come to thy servant my fa- 
ther, and the lad be not with us, (seeing that his life if 
bound up in the lad's life ;) 

It shall come to pass, when he seeth that the lad ft 
aot with us, that he will die ; and thy servants shall 
bring down the gray hairs of thy servant our father 
with sorrow to the grave. * 

For thy servant became surety for the lad unto my 
father, saying, If I bring him not unto thee*, then I 
shall bear the blame to my father for ever. 

Now therefore, 1 praythee, let thy servant abide in- 
stead of the lad, a, bond-man .to my lord, and let the 
lad go up with his brethren. 

For how shall I go up to my father, and the lad be 
not with me ? lest peradventure I see the evil that shall 
come on my father. 

Then Joseph could not refrain himself before all 
them that stood by him : and he cried, Cause every 
man to go out from me : and there stood no man with 
him, while Joseph made himself known unto his bre- 
thren. . 

And he wept aloud : and the Egyptians and the 
house of Pharaoh he&rd. And Joseph said unto his 
brethren, I am Joseph ; doth my father yet live i- and 
his brethren could not answer him : for they were 
troubled at his presence* 

Vol. I. . M And 
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And Joseph said unto his brethren, Come near to 
me, I. pray you ; and they came near : and he said, I 
am Joseph your brother, whom ye sold into Egypt. 
Now therefore be not grieved, nor angry with your- 
selves, that ye sold me hither ; for Coo did send me 
before you to preserve life. 

For these two years hath the famine been in the 
land : N and yet there are five years in the "which there 
shall neither be earing nor harvest. 

And God sent me before you to preserve you a 
posterity in the earth, and to save your lives v by a great 
deliverance, v 

* < - * • . . 

So now it was not you that sent me hither, but God ; 
and he hath made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of 
all his house, and a ruler throughout all the land of 

Haste ye, and go up to my father, and say unto him, 
Thus saith. thy son Joseph, God hath made me lord of 
all Egypt : come down unto me, tarry not. 

And thou shalt dwell in the land of Goshen, and m 
thou, shalt be near unto me, thou, and 4hy children, 
and thy children's children, and thy flocks, and thy 
herds, and all that thou hast. 

And there will I nourish thee ; (for yet there are five 
years of famine ;) le*t thou and thy houshold, and all 
that thou hast, come to poverty. 

t An4 behold, your eyes see, and the eyes of my bro- 
ther Benjamin, that it is my mouth that speaketh unto 
you. And ye shall tell my father of all my glory in 
Egypt, and of all that ye have seen ; and ye shall' haste, 
and bring down my father hither. 

And he fell upon his brother Benjamin** neck, and 

wept ? and Benjamin wept upon his neck. Moreover 

he kissed all his brethren, and wept upon them: and 

after that his brethren talked with him. 

ANNOTATIONS 
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ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

A* Joseph had formed a plan for the benefit $f hit 
relation*, and could not by any other means obtain ia* 
teiligence, whether his brethren were deferring of ht« 
intended kindness, he was perfectly justified in making 
the experiments he. did. The circumstance he parti- 
cularly wanted to know* was whether they really loved 
Benjamin, and would protect him at all events. It 
must doubtless have given him toe greatest degree of 
satisfaction to find, that they not only repented of their 
crime towards himself, but were strictly just in their 
mercantile concerns* and tenderly attached to each 
other. 

Joseph's qtiestionv Wot ye not that tuck a man a$ / 
cam -certainly divine ? is not to be understood as if he 
practised magical arts, or was constantly inspired : it 
is rather a proof that he was Hable to human infirmi- 
ties, which led him to make use of this artifice, in or- 
der to imitnjdate his brethren. It may be observed by 
the by, that this was opt consistent with Joseph's 
usual wisdom, because his charging them with a theft 
which they had not committed, shewed his brethren, 
that, in one instance at least, his divination was false. * 

Judah was at a loss what reply to make. He might 
justly have pleaded, that there* was artifice in. the> whole 
transaction from beginning to end, but having no ad- 
vocate to support Jhi« cause, he was afraid to do this* 
He therefore in ambiguous terms acknowledged the 
consciousness of guilt, which oppressed the minds of 
himself and his brethren, and the conviction accompa- 
nying it, that their, affliction was from God. 

What a pathetic scene now ensued, and how power* 

fully did Judah plead! Never was a tale related with 

more pathetic eloquence than this"! No wonder that 

v Joseph, whose heart was agitated with the tenderest 
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emotions, ^ould no longer refrain himself! Who but a 
^sacred penman, inspired to describe the working* of 
nature, by Him to whom ail hearts are open, could 
have con* eyed to the world such a lively representation 
Of this memorable event ? 

- Having tried his brethren as much, as wa* necessary 
for their justification, and his own ^attraction, Joseph 
nobly and piously resolved to make thekn amends for 
the sufferings he had inflicted, by freely forgiving the 
personal injuries he -'had received from them: and 
.henceforth to consider what had happened as a dispen- 
sation of Providence, to which his brothers had been 
instrumental. Nothing could be more generous, than 
' his kind endeavours. * to quiet their consciences : for 
though God in his infinite mercy over-ruled their de- 
signs, their cruelty towards htm was the result of their 
own wicked inclinations; they were actuated j>y hu- 
man 'passions, not compelled by divine power. 

What happiness must Joseph have enjoyed in the 
power of removing his father from a state -of famine, to 
ease and affluence i and how great must have been the 
felicity of all parties at this perfects restoration of fa- 
mily harmony ! " 

This portion of Scripture affords a striking picture of 
filial affection and duty. Judah was more concerned 
for his father's happiness than for his own safety: Jo- 
seph could no longer refrain from discovering himself, 
when he knew die painful uncertainty that Jacob en- 
dured. In this respect both Judah and Joseph are 
worthy of 'imitation : for those who have, with anxious 
care, reared a family, have an. undoubted right to the 
tenderest regards of every individual of it. Old age is 
subject to many infirmities ; and- it should be the study 
of every child not to add to the sufferings of their aged 
parents, but to lessen them as much as possible. How* 

( dreadful 
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dreadful i» the* idea of " bringing down the gray hurt 
of a parent with sorrow to the grave I" 

Fraternal atiectton is also strongly enforced by the 
examples of Judah and Joseph. In the first, we behold 
an elder brother acting as the guardian and protector of 
a younger. one. . In the other, a forgiveness of injuries, 
and a participation ' of benefits* with a fervent desire to 
incwaje^be.happinetB of an. honoured parent* and promote 
the general prosperity of the family. 
. A useful lesson of. worldly firudemce if likewise con- 
▼eyed in this portion of Scripture ; namely, that it is 
tfae htitrut of brethren to live in friendship and harmony, 
a* the success of the tone may lead to the advantage of 
all.: Happy .would it he* if these considerations were 
allowed their due weight with all christians ! 

i SECTION LL 

♦- » . * 
d&fa rtu a b of Joseph's brbth&bv. 

JACOB. AND HIS FAMILY SETTLE JN EGYPT. 

* ... . .• "j:a . / 

From Genesis, Chafi. xlv. xlvi. and xk& • 

*An d it was heard in Pharaoh's house, saying, Joseph's 
brethren are come : and it pleased Pharaoh well, and his 
servants. 

And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Say unto thy brethren, 
This do ye l lade your beasts, and go f get, ye into the land 
of Canaan; 

And take your father, and your households, and come 
unto me: and I will give you' the good of the land 
of Egypt, and ye shall eat of the fat of the land* 

Now thou art commanded, this do ye ; take you 
waggons but of the land of Egypt for your little opes, and 
for your wives, and bring your father, and come. 

* , Also regard not your stuff, for the good of all' the 

MS % land 



land of Egypt it yours. And the children of Israel <Mt 
so : and Joseph gate them waggons, according to the 
commandment of Pharaoh, and gave them provision for 
-the way. 

To all of them he {gave each man changes of raiment : 
hut to Benjamin he gave three hundred pieces of silver, 
and five changes of raiment. 

And to his father he sent after this manner ; tea asses 
laden with the good things of Egypt ;, and ten she-asses 
laden with corn and bread and meat* for his father by 
the way. • 

So he sent his brethren away, and they departed : and 
he fiflid unto them, See that ye fail' not out by the way. 
And they went up out of Egypt, and came into the land 
of Canaan, unto Jacob their rather, , 

And told him, saying, Joseph is yet alive, and he it 
governor over all thei land of Egypt* And Jacob's heart 
fainted, for he believed them not* 

And they told him all the words of Joseph, which 
he had said unto them ; and when he saw the waggon 
which Joseph had sent to carry him, the spirit of Jacob 
their father revived. \ , - w 

And Israel said, It is enough; Joseph my son is yet 
alive, I will go and see him before I die. 

And Israel took his journey with all that he had, 
and came to Beer-abeba, and offered sacrifices unto the 
/God of his father Isaac. 

And God spake unto Israel in the visions of the 
night, and said; Jacob, Jacob ; and he said, Here am I* 
And he said, I am God, the God of thy father; fear 
not to go down into JEgypt, for I will there make of thee 

4 '..lb'. . 

a great nation. 

I will go down with thee into Egypt : and I will also 
surely bring thee up again : and Joseph shall put his hand 
noon thine eyes. 
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And Jacob rose up from $eer-sheba; and the s?pp 
of Israel carried Jacob . their father, and their 1 little 
ones, and their wives, in the waggons which Pharaoh 
had sent to carry him. 

And they took their cattle, and their goods which 
tfcey had gotten in the land of Canaan, and came into 
Egypt, Jacob, and all his seed with him . 

His sons, and his sons* sons with him> his daughter 
and his sons' daughters, and all his, seed, brought he 
with him into Egypt, 

All the souls that came with Jacob into Egypt, be. 
aides Jacob's sons wires, were threescore and six;; And 
jthe son* of Joseph which were born to -him in Egypt, 
were two souls. In all threescore and ten*. 

And he sent Judah before him unto Joseph, to direct 
his face unto Goshen: and tfeej , came into the land of 

Goshen* 

And Joseph made ready hi* chariot, and went up to 
meet Israel his father, to Goshen ; and he presented 
himself unto him : and he fell on his _neck> and wept 
onhisnecka good ; while% , ; "._:'-• T 

And Israel said unto Joseph, Now 1st me diei *ioce % 
have seen thy fece, because thou art yet alive.; \ i 

And Joseph said unto his brethren, and unto bis fa- 
ther's house, I will go up, and shew Pharaoh, add say 
unto him, My brethen and my father's house, which 
were in the land of Canaan, are come unto me: , 

And the men are shepherds j^for their trade, frath 
teen to feed cattle : and they have brought their flocks, 
and their herds, and all that they have. 

And it shall come to pass when Pharaoh shall call 
you, and shall say,' What is vour occupation ! 

That ye shall say, Thy servants trade hath been about 

* Reckoning Jacob himself, end Joseph. 
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cattle, from our youth even until now* both we, and 
also our fathers: that ye may dwell in the land of 
Goshen*: for every shepherd is an abomination unto 
the Egyptians. / 

Then Joseph came and told Pharaoh, and said, My 
father, and my brethen, and their flocks, and their 
herds and all that they have, are come out of the land 
of Canaan : and behold, they are in the land of Goshen. 

And he took some of his brethren, even five men, 
and presented them unto Pharaoh. 
• And Pharaoh said unto his brethren, What is your 
occupation? and they said unto Pharaoh, Thy servants 
are shepherds, both we, and also our fathers* 

They said moreover unto Pharaoh, R)r to sojourn ill 
the land are we tome ; for thy servants have no pas- 
ture for their flocks ; for the famine is sore in the land 
of Canaan : now therefore we pray thee, let thy ser- 
vants dwell in the land of Goshen. 
1 And Pharaoh spake unto Joseph, saying, Thy father* 
and thy brethren, are come unto thee ; 

The land of Egypt is before thee ; in the best of the 

(and r^ake thy father and brethren to dwell; in the 

" land of Goshen let them "dwell; and if thou knowest 

any men of activity amongst them, then make them 

rulers over my cattle. 

- And Joseph brought in Jacob his father, and set him 
before Pharaoh : and Jacob blessed Pharaoh. And Pha- 
raoh said upto Jacob, How old art them ? 

And Jacob said unto Pharaoh, the days of the years 

* of my pilgrimage are an hundred* and thirty years : few 

and evil have the days of the years of my life been, and 

I have not attained unto the -days of the years of the 

lives of my fathers in the days of their pilgrimage. 

And Jacob blessed Pharaoh, and went out from be- 
fore Pharaoh. 

And ' 
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And Joseph placed kit father and his brethren, and 
gave them a possession in the land of Egypt, in the belt 
of the land, in the land of katteses, as Pharaoh had 
commanded. 

And Joseph nourished his father and his brethren, 
and all his father** houshold, with bread, according to 
their families. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

The immediate attention which Pharaoh, king of 
Egypt* PfBd t0 J°*eph's brethren, shows the high es- 
teem he had for him; and the ready concurrence of 
his officers 'proves, that Joseph had executed the trust 
reposed in him, sb as to gain their good opinion* 
* Pharaoh, on th|8 occasion, displayed a truly royal 
munificence, and* an earnest desire to do honour to a 
man, who deserved so well of his king and country. 

Not content with dispensing the gifts of Pharaoh, 
Joseph added others of his own, as testimonies of du- 
tiful respect to his father, and of affection to all his bre-/ 
" three. There was a very good reason for/ his distin- 
guishing Benjamin above the rest*' as Jias been already 
observed. 

The admonition which Joseph* gave to his brethren, 
not to faff out by the -way, was spoken, as it seems, in 
kindness, not by way of reproach. A quarrel would 
most likely have occasioned their separation, in which 
case, his' benevolent designs, which included all, would 
have been frustrated. / > 

How affecting it is to read the account which ts here 
given of the return of Jacob's sons 1 

likely that the good old patriarch had' promised 

"* comfort of ending his "days' in the Land of 

d at his time of life,' a change of situation 

been very JGsagreeable to' him; however, 

' M 5 parental 
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parental affection overcame all his objections to a re- 
moval* :•..;. 

.Jacob does not seem to have had any particular plea- 
sure in reflecting on Joseph's exaltation and riches ; it 
was enough for this affectionate father; that his long 
lost son. was yet alive. He bad no wish so. great as that 
of beholding him once more before he died.. 

It was by the express command of God, that Jacob 

-fixed' bis abode in Canaan ; and we may suppose that 

• he was acquainted with the'' prediction spoken by the 

Suoun to Abraham. Thy seed- shall be a stranger in a 

x land which is not theirs, and shall serve them> and tkey 

shall ajjUctihewfour hundred years*. So that when be 

was 'required to ' move with all his family into Egypt, 

it was natural fbr-ftra to have dread and apprehensions* 

/The; .present situation of his affairs was. critical ; and 

however indifferent it rwgbt be. to him individually, in 

what part of the world Jie .should reside, for the short 

.remainder of )mA^y^9^ Heir fiftkeProfnises, it was of 

-material consequence tp obtain direction from, God ,: 

with this view we may suppose,, as well as to testify his 

'gramuder-the f «pa,triarch offered sacrifices at Beer-aheba, 

which was in the way to Egypt, and on the utmost 

borders of Canaan to die south* : 

u It must have Jgen a great consolation to Jacob to 
have had his fears quieted by a Divine Promise, before 
he took his last farewell of that country in which he 
was born, ^nd on which his hopes respecting the future 
prosperity • of his family were fixed. 

With what beautiful simplicity has the sacred histo- 
rian described the interview between Joseph and his fa- 
ther 1 It evidently appears, that neither grandeur nor 
riches had any charms for Jacob ; all the affections of 
JbU soul were at that instant collected together in the 

fulness of paternal love. He felt in that happy mo- 

* Geo, xv. 13. 
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meat,, consolation for ycare r of sorrow, the height of 
human felicity ; _ and was contested to resign his life, 
since he bad attained the summit of his desires. 

" * The land of Goshen .was situated in the eastern 
parts of Egypt, between the Red Sea and the river 
Nile* upon the borders of Canaan, It was a fruitful 
spot, every way fit for pasturage. This country was 
separated from Egypt, and on this account particularly 
•desirable to the Israelites, as they might keep them* 
selves in a body without endangering their religion or 
manners, by mixing with the Egyptians, and without 
incurring the envy or odium of the nation,' as they 
would have done had they lived among (hem, and shar- 
ed any power or profit in the government. They were 
also very conveniently fixed for returning into Canaan, 
whenever it should please God to command them to 
leave Egypt. 

" The Egyptians held shepherds to general ia ab- 
horrence, because they killed their gods, for the Egyp- 
tians worshipped iheep among a number of other idols \ 
and their. aversion to shepherds was probably increased 
fey the great oppression and tyranny they had endured 
from the Phoenician shepherds, who had before pene- 
trated into their country, made great devastations, and 
for a considerable time kept possession of it/' But, 
upon whatever account it was that shepherds were an 
abomination to the Egyptians, we must consider it as a 
great instance of Joseph's modesty and love, of truth 
that he was not ashamed of. an employment so mean in 
itself, ami so vile in their eyes. It is observable, that 
fee did not. boast of his descent from Abraham, a mighty 
prince, or stile his father J track a prince of Goo : his 
pleasure and ambition were to shew forth the wonderful 
goodness of God > in bringing him from so low a condi- 
tion, ia life to such power and grandeur. / 

* StacfcJjouse on the Bible* ./ 
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" The p6st to which Phdraoh appointed Joseph's Srethfe* 
was an honourable one, in reference to the occupation 
which they had themselves made choice of. 

In what terms 'Jacob pronounced a blessing on Pha 
raoh we are not told ; but we may conclude, that he ex- 
pressed gratitude for the benefits conferred on himself ^nd 
his' family, and wished die Tcing prosperity and happi- 
ness;' • • ' - 

" H we reflect on the various calamities which had be- 
fallen Jacob, since he first left his father's house, we 
may easily conceive why he said his days had been evil ; 
kid lie had not yet attained to the age of his progeni- 
tors^ * 

* It is remarkable, that in his answer to Pharaoh,- Jacob 
-Called his life sl pilgrimage ; and we find from several 
texts of Scripture*, that the patriarchs, and other good 
men, considered themselves as sf rangers and sojourner r 
upon earth. Thfe idea the Apostle to the Hebrews en- 
larges upon, and observesf, that those who confessed 
themselves strangers and pilgrims, plainly declared, that 
they sought a country, which, he observes, could not be 
that from whence they came out, because, to that they 
might have returned ; but they' sought ,a better, even ant 
heavenly country. It may be inferred, that Jacob's hope* 
were actually fixed upon an heavenly state, since he was; 
not at all elated with the prosperity that smiled npoi* 
him, neither did he lament his leaving Canaan. 

Joseph's happiness must have been very great, in See- 
ing his venerable parent, and ; all his relations, so happily 
fettled around hire. 

' From Joseph's advice to his brethren, see that ye fall nrt 
but hi the nvay, a very • instructive lesson may be learnt. 
jrlow frequently does it happen, that children of the same 
family disagree concerning the gifts or legacies bestowed 
by relations, if one among them has a larger portion tha* 

* Ps. xx*Jx, 12. ' f Heb. xi. 13, 14, fcc. ' 
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the ' itot« Tfccse cojiteittbns are not 'Itkeij to, benefit 
any ; on the contrary, such animosities destroy that con* 
cottl -winch is of greater* -value than much treasure; and 
prevent, Abe intercourse of good offices, which affords 
more substantial pleasures than riches can purchase. 
: . The lesson may he extended farther ; for if Christians 
in general > consider human lift as a flilgrimagt, surely it 
must appear the height of folly to fall out with their 
fellow-travellers by the way, about straws and pebbles ; 
when they are journeying towards a country where 
treasures of inestimable value will, be bestowed oh each 
of them, if they love one another, and live- in other re* 
spects as their Heavenly Father requires* 

SECTION LI1. 

. THE EGYPTIANS «ELL THEMSELVES TO PJi^R^OR. 

■ Frvm GencstSf Chap, xlvii. 

• And there was no bread in ail the land : for the fa- 
Inine was very sore.; so that the land of. Egypt and all 
the land of Canaan fainted by reason of the famine. . 

And Joseph gathered up all the money that was found 
in thelarid of Egypt, and in the land, o£. Canaan, for 
the .corn which they bought : and Joseph brought the 
money into Pharaoh's house. 

And when money failed in the land of Egypt, and in 
the land qf Canaan, all' the Egyptians came unto Joseph, 
and said, Give us bread ; for why should we die in thy 
presence ? . {or tfre money faileth. 

And Joseph said, Give your cattle; an4 I will give 
yon for your cattle, if money fail. 

And they brought their cattle unto Joseph : and Jor 
seph gave them bread in exchange for horses, and for 
the flocks, and for the cattle of the herds, and for the 
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asses t 2nd he fed thera with bread, for afl their cattle, 
for that year. 

When that year was ended f they came unto him the 
second year, and said onto him* We will not hide it 
from my lord, how that our money is spent* my lord 
also hath our herds of cattle; there i* not ought left 
in the sight of my lord, hut our bodies and our . lands. 

Wherefore shaft we die before thine eyes, both we 
and ottr land : buy us and . our land for bread* and we 
and our. land will be servants unto Pharaoh ; and give 
us seed, that we may live and not die, that the land be 
not desolate. 

And Joseph bought all the land of Egypt for Pharaoh ; 
for the Egyptians sold every man his field, because the 
famine prevailed over them : so the land became Pha- 
raoh's. 

And a? for the people, he removed them to cities from 
one end of the borders of Egypt, even to the other end 
thereof. 

Only the land of the priest* bought he not j for the 
priests had abortion assigned them- of Pharaoh, and did 
eat their portion which Pharaoh gave them t wherefore 
they sold not their lands. 

Then Joseph said unto the people. Behold, I have 
bought you this day, and your land, for Pharaoh : lo> 
here is seed for you, and ye shall sow the land. 
' And it shall come to pass in the increase, that you 
shall give the fifth part unto Pharaoh, and four parts 
shall be your own, for seed ©f the field, and for your 
food, and for them of your housholds, and for food for 
your little ones. ' 

.And they said, Thou hast saved our rives : 1st us find 
grace in the sight of my lord, and we will be Pharaoh's 
servants. 

And Joseph made it a law over the fend ef Egypt 

unto 
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unto, tliis day, that Pharaoh should have the fifth part; 
except the land of the priests only, which becajne not 
Pharaoh's; . 

ANNOTATIONS avd REFLECTIONS. 

It evidently appears, that the famine in the land of 
Egypt was designed as a judgment on \keficoplc t not on 
the ting, for while the former were reduced to slavery, 
the latter was raised to the highest pitch of affluence. 

On a superficial view, Joseph seems to have had a par- 
tial regard for the king ; but we find that the people com- 
plied wiUingfy with his requisition, and there is no doubt 
.-but that he did right, as he was in this matter guided by 
unerring wisdom. In respect to the cattle, they were a 
burden to the Egyptians, if they had no pasturage ; and 
the extremities of iamine would have reduced the people 
to live entirely upon flesh, which would have been hurt- 
ful to their constitutions ; so that by giving them corn 
in exchange, Pharaoh certainly conferred an immediate 
benefit upon his subjects* 

What is in this section called the second year, was, . in 
reality, the last year of the famine. It is to be observed* 
that the Egyptians, voluntarily offered to resign their 
lands, and sell themselves as slaves to Pharaoh ; and it 
will be found, that in making the purchase, he had 
their welfare in view. We may suppose, by Joseph's 
removing them from their usual abodes, that there 
were some irregularities among them that required a re- 
form. 

The priests of Egypt consisted of all the nobility of the 
land; they filled the chief offices in the government* 
and it is likely that they had shewn a dutiful attachment to 
their sovereign, though they ^vcre idolaters; on which 
account Pharaoh :» ight be actuated b y gratitude, as well 
as veneration, when he forbore to reduce them to a state of 
slavery. [ 

It 
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; It is apparent that Joseph had the good of the -people 
at heart, as well as that of the ting in the measures he 
pursued ; for no sooner had the forme r submitted, as 
the exigencies of the state required, than he restored 
them their liberties, and 'allotted them a portion, of 
land, with 'a right to cultivate it for their own advan- 
tage, reserving ' only a fifth part for the expences of 
government; a tax which so fertile a country as Egypt 
could very well hear ; especially as it required but little 
trouble or charge to cultivate it. This measure ap- 
peared very reasonable to the Egyptians, who,^ sensible 
that they could ' not have managed so well for them- 
selves, gratefully ascribed the preservation of 'their live* 
to their humane governor. 
' Joseph's conduct in the character of governor of 
Egypt, affords an excellent example to persons intrusted 
with the administration of [public affairs. His situation 
was very critical, but the wisdom of his plans, and his 
equity in the execution of them, obtained him the esteem 
of all parties, y 
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** SECTION LUI. 

T«fi DfeATJl O*, JACOB* 

From Genesis, Chah. xlvii. atufxhim. 

Anj> Israel dwelt in the land of Egypt in the country 
of Goshen ; and they had possessions therein, and grew, 
and multiplied exceedingly. 

And Jacob lived in the land of Egypt seventeen years : 
so the whole age of Jacob was an hundred forty and seven 
vean. 

And the time drew nigh that Israel must die : and he 
called his son Joseph, and said unto him, If now I have 
found grace in thy sight, put, I pray thee, thy, hand un- 
der my thigh, and deal kindly ancl truly with me \ bury 
me not, I pray thee, in Egypt. 

•* 'But 
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But I will lie with my fathers, and thou shalt cany me, 
out of Egypt, and bury me in their burying, place ; and 
he said, I will do at thou hast said. 

And he said, Swear unto me; and he sware unto him* 
And Israel bowed himself upon the bed's head. 

And it came to pass after these things, that one told 
Joseph* Behold, thy father is sick ; and he took with 
him his two sons Manas&eh and Ephraim. 

And one told Jacob, and said* Behold thy son Joseph 
cometh unto thee ; and Israel strengthened himself, and 
sat upon the bed. 

And Jacob said unto Joseph, Goo Almighty ap- 
peared unto me at Luz in the land of Canaan* and 
blessed me, 

. And said unto me, Behold, 1 will make thee fruitful, 
and multiply thee, and. I will- make of thee a multitude. 
of people.; and will give this land to thy seed after thee* 
for an everlasting possession. 

, And now thy two sons, Ephraim 'and Manasseh, 
which were born unto thee in the land of Egypt, before 
I came unto thee into Egypt, are mine ; as Reuben and 
Simeon they shall be mine. 

And thy issue which thou shalt have after them shall 
be thine, and shall be called after the name of their breth- 
ren in their inheritance. 

And as for me, when I came from Padan, Rachel died 
by me in the land of Canaan, in the way, when yet there, 
was but a little way to come unto Ephrath ; and I bu- 
ried her there in the way of Ephrath, the same ia Beth* 
lehem. 

. And Israel, beheld Joseph's sons, and said, Who are 
these ? And Joseph said unto his father, They are my 
sons, whom God hath given me in this place ; and he 
said, Bring them, I pray thee, unto me, and I will 
bless them. 

Now the eyes of Israel were 4iro for age, so that he 

could 
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could not see well ; and Joseph brought them near unte 
him ; and Jacob kissed them, and embraced them. 

And Israel said unto Joseph, I had not thought to see 
thy face; audio, Goo hath shewed me also thy seed. 

And Joseph brought them out from between his knees, 
and he bowed himself with his face to the earth. 

And Joseph took them both, Ephraim in his right 
hand toward Israel's left hand, and Manasseh in his left 
hand toward Israel's right Jiand, and brought them near 
unto him. 

And Israel stretched out his right hand, and laid it upon 
Ephraim'* head, who was the younger, and his left hand 
upon Manasseh's head ; guiding his hands wittingly ; for 
Manasseh was the first born* 

And he blessed Joseph, and said; God, before whom 
my fathers Abraham and Isaac did walk, the God 
which fed me all my life long unto this day, the angel 
which redeemed* me from all evil, bless the lads ; and 
let my name be named on them, and the name of my 
fathers Abraham and Isaac ; and let them grow into a 
multitude in the midst of the earth. 

And when Joseph saw tliat his father laid his right 
hand upon* the head of Ephraim, it displeased him ; and 
he held up his father's hand to remove it from Ephraim't 
head unto Manasseh *s head. 

And Joseph said unto his father, Not so, my father ; 
for this is the first born; put thy right hand upon hit 
headL ; 

And his father refused, and said, I know it, my son, 
I know it ; he also shall become a people, and he also 
shall be great; but truly his younger brother shall be 
greater than he, and his seed shall become a multitude 
of nations. 

And he blessed them that day, saying, In thee shall 

Israel bless, saying, Goo make thee as Ephraim) and aa 

Manasseh j and he set Ephraim before Manasseh. 

Aad 
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And Israel said unto Joseph, Behold, I die ; bat Go D 
shall be with you, and bring you again unto. the land 
of your fathers. 

Moreover,. I have given to thee one portion above thy 
brethren, which I took out of the hand of the Amorite 
with my sword, and with my bow* 

And Jacob called unto his sons, and said, Gather your* 
selves together, *hat I may tell you that which shall befai 

you ii* the last daysv \ ,-.+ * ..*■-. 

Gather yourselves together, and hear, ye sobs of Jacob } 
and hearken, unto Israel your fether. 

Reuben, thou art my first-born $ the excellency of dig* 
fiityy aajaV. the excellency of power; unstable as water, 
*hott shali not exce). 

Simeon and Levi are brethren : instruments of cruelty 
arc in their habitations; , 

O .my soul, come not thou into their secret ; onto 
their assembly, mine honour, be not thou united $ fpr 
in their anger they slew a man, and in their self-will they 
digged down a wall* 

Cursed be their anger, for it was fierce j and their wrath, 
for it was cruel ; I will divide them in Jacob, and scatter 
them in Israel* 

.? Judah thou art he whom thy brethren shall praise ; thy 
hand shall be in the neck of thine enemies ; thy father's 
children shall bow down before thee. 

Judah is. a lion's whelp : from the prey, my son, thou art 
gone up $ he sjoopecT down, he couched as a lion, an4 as 
an old lion ; who shall rouse him up ? 

The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a law-giver 
from between his feet, until Shtloh come ; and unto him 
shall the gathering of the people be. 

Binding his foal unto the vine, and his ass's colt unto 
die choice vise ; he washed his garments in wine, and hit 
clothes in the blood of <grapes. 

Hia 



His eyes shall be fed with wine, and his *«ethf>iw§iite 
wifcli milk. *, » « >. 

Zebulun shall dwell at the haven of the sfai; sod he 
shall be for a hfcven of ship* r and his bosder shall be 
unto Zidoo. -J 

Issachar is a strong as®, coaching dowo- between two 
burdens. - • ^ 

{ And te wr'that res* wa*jj^,t arid- the bod that it 
was pleasant ; and bowed his- shoulder* to biar, and be- 
came 9 servant unto Wibufcv •'< • - ^ ; 

Dan shall judge his peo|>te» £» ©tfc ^#« the -tribes of 
Israel: ''';•- :■': <«...' • '• ' .•..::/ r, :■ / 

« Dan shall be a- serpent .by tie Wayi-ai* a&fep-m the 
path ! that biteth the horse's- heels, so 1 that his fidfer thai! 
fall backward.-- • ' -• •• ■'■"■- ' J ' s * «• **- u . ~j- s 

I have waited for thy salvation* 0-Lo4*« " ^i : *• "** 

Gad, * troop "«ihafl oretcbme' him ^but he shall oVer- 
come at the last. : * ■'* "* .,:!..-. 

Out of Asher his bread shall be- fat, and he ihall 
yield royal dainties. - ' >' 

t' Naphtalt U a hiad let loose t hegi*etfe^o4ty *etxfe. 
'•' Joseph-: is <u irtntful boi*£h, even a fhiifol tough by a 
well; whose branches run over the wall : • : 

' The archers have sorely grieved him and stot r «l< him, 
tnd hated him. 1 .^ ' 

But his bow abode in strength, and iftte arms of his 
■hands were made strong bj the hands' of the mighty 
God of Jacob ; rVonvtfcrence is the shepherd the atone of 
Israel ; ■ v' »'-' e ' : ' ..',/■ :. :?.. 

' Even by the Gowci thy father r who shall help thee, 
tod by the- Almighty, who shall bless thed with blessings 
of heaven above, blessings of the deep that lieth under, 
Messing* of die breasts, and of the*romb. ' > ~ 

f The • blessings of thy father ;hare- prevailed -abotfe the 
blessings of my progenitors, un$o the utmost bound of 

the 
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the everlasting htfla : they shall be oft the head of Joseph, 
/ aod on the crown of, the head of him that was separate 
from his brethren. 

Benjamin .shall raven .as a wolf: in the morning he 
shall devour the prey, and at night he ahall divide the 



. Ail these are the twelve tribes of Israel ; and this is 
it that their father spake unto tbem 4 and blessed them ; 
wvery one according to his bkssiog^he blessed them* 
. And he charged them* and said unto them, I am to he 
gathered unto my people ; bury me with, my fathers in the 
pave that is id the field ofEphron the Hittite. 

In the cave that is .-in the field of Machpefeh, which 
is I before Mamre, in .the land iff Canaan* which Abraham 
^Ought with the field of Ephron the Hjttite, for*- a 
.possession of a buying place* 

■ And when Jacob had made an end of commanding his 
sons, he gathered up his feet into the bed, and yielded 
up the ghost, and was gathered unto his people. 

And Joseph fell upon his father's face, and wept upon 
him, and kissed him. 

« 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

The* Divine Promise made by the Lord to Jacob, that 
he would fa with him whithersoever he went, was remark- 
ably fulfilled in EgyptJ in respect to the increase and 
■prosperity of his family : but the good old patriarch's 
mind was' fixed on Canaan, and his urgent desire to be 
buried there, may -be considered as a proof of his belief in 
the Divine -Promises. It was also a very prudent request 
to be interred in the cave of Machpelah, as it was cal- 
culated to answer the purpose of keeping up in the minds 
of his descendants, a wish and expectation of returning to 
•Canaan* at Goo's appointed time. •• - 

The 
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The expression Israel bowed himsdf upon the beJtt 
heady seems to imply that be testified his veneration fot, 
the name of the Lor d, by the greatest act of reverence 
his feeble state allowed him to use, while his son Joseph 
took the oath required of him. 

Though Joseph had obtained such an uncommon share 
of riches and honours in Egypt, and doubtless, had great 
possessions to bequeath to his children, he ©steamed the 
blessing ef the Lord as the most valuable portion they 
could enjoy \ and with the view to obtain it for them, 
he took his two sons Ephraim and Manstseh with him, 
when in consequence of the summons he had received,, 
he went to attend his dying father. 

If Jacob had not -incorporated Joseph's sons into bk 
own family, and bequeathed to their posterities an in- 
heritance in the land of Canaan , disputes might after* 
wards have arisen between their descendants and those 
of Jacob's other sons: the latter : would, in all probabi- 
lity, have considered the former as Egyptiems. And 
Ephraim and Manasseh themselves might, from a -pre- 
dilection for their native country, have prejudiced their 
children in favour of it.- Jacob appears to have che- 
rished a tender remembrance of his dear wife Hache( ; 
and he mentioned with seeming regret, that the cir- 
cumstances he was in, when she died, prevented his 
burying her in the cave of Machpelah. 

In the preference given to Ephraim, we have an ad- 
ditional proof of the foreknowledge of the SvritRft* 
Eking ; for, in pronouncing ihe blessing on Joseph's 
two sons, Jacob evidently spake by Divine inspiration* 
This blessing related only to the temporal state of their 
posterities. . * - 

Jacob himself was at this time in the very circum- 
stances in which Isaac was, when be pronounced th* 
paternal Messing on hira, old and dim-sighted ? the re- 
membrance 
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membraoce of his father's inadvertency, id all "proba* * 
bilitjr, made him particularly circumspect. ^ 

It is remarkable, that Jacob calls the Goo before 
whom his /fathers walked, (and whom he had just be- 
fore styled God Almighty) the Angel that redeemed 
him from all evil, and sustained him. By recollecting 
the various revelations that were made to this patriarch, 
we shall find, that he did not allude to any created be- 
ing* but to the Lord Himself, who was the only vi- 
sible- author of his deliverance and 1 sustenance. The 
portion which Jacob gave to Joseph, as his own parti- 
cular bequest, was the field which he purchased of 
Hamor the father of Shechem. It is likely that the 
Amorites seized upon this when Jacob went to settle 
at Beth el ; and that on account of the altar which *he 
had erected there, he resolved to recover it out of then- 
hands ; and though no warrior, the patriarch might be 
enabled to succeed in this enterprise by die aid of the 
Lord. 

We may suppose that all the sons of Jacob, were pre- 
sent at the time the blessing was given upon Ephraim 
and Manasseh; for it was necessary that they should 
hear from their father's Dwn mouth the Lord's will 
concerning Joseph's sons, otherwise they might have 
m disputed their right to be considered as heads of tribes, 
or mightjiave blended their posterities together, under the 
title of the tribe of Joseph . 

The blessings Jacob pronounced when his sons sur- 
rounded hi$ bed, were predictions concerning the fu- 
ture state of their posterities, which have been explained 
by their completion, as will be observed in a future 
part of the History of the Israelites. It is sufficient to 
observe at present, that Judah was to have the pre- 
eminence. By Shtlpr is to be understood the pratnhzd 
seed j and we shall find that from the time of king^DavW, 

who 



wlio was of the tribe of Judah, was settled upon the 
throne, till the coming of our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
' Judah possessed some degree of preeminence oyer the 
vest of the Jewish nation. s 

The patriarch Abraham had several sons; but one 
only received jthe promise of the inheritance of the 
land of Canaan* .Isaac ha4 two, but the youngest .of 
them was sole heir of the , promises. . The npragreus &• 
.mily of Jacob promised a great increase ; and it was die 
Divine will that they should incorporate together, and 
form one people under the denomination of Jsraejites ; 
the inheritance therefore- was portioned out- among them. 
The peculiar blessing respecting the Everlasting Covenant 
.was the lot of judah ; on which account he was to have 
the sovereignty* It will afford ^great satisfaction to ob- 
serve the gradual accomplishment of these predictions- 
There is something extremely edifying in Jacob's 
death. With tfce utmost composure did he expect his 
dissolution ; his soul seems to have been strengthened by 
. the hopes of those blessings which are reserved beyond 
the utmost bounds of the everlasting hills for him, and all 
the nations of the earth, through the promised Re- 
deemer. It is needless to descant on the character of 
this Patriarch s every attentive reader may discover from 
the events, of his life, that he was a man of like infir- 

v r 

. mities with the. rest of human kind, but eminent for his 
faith and piety; and, on account of these, supported 

. under severe conflicts, sometimes by the visible appear- 
ance of the Lord, sometimes by the secret influences 
pf the. Holy Spirit. Let it be our earnest prayer, that 

. we may be enabled to imitate this faithful servant of 
God in every perfection, and that the same Losld who 
redeemed him from ail evil, and sustained him, may 
also save -and support us in all dangers, spiritual and 

teB *° r " SECTION 
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SECTION XIV.* 

THE FUNERAL OF JACOB. 

.From Gcnetit* Cfafi, 1. 

An » Joseph commanded his servants the physicians 
to embalm his father ; and the physicians embalmed 
Israel. 

And' forty days were fulfilled for Jacob (for so are 
fulfilled the days of those which are embalmed) ; and 
the Egyptians mourned for him threescore and ten 

days* * 

And when the days of his mourning were past, Jo- 
seph spake unto the house of Pharaoh, saying, if now I 
have found grace in your eyes, speak, I pray you, in 
the ears of Pharaoh, saying, 

My lather made me swear, saying, Let, I die : in nfy 
grave which 1 have digged for me in. the land of Ca* 
naan, there shalt thou bury me. Vow therefore let 
tne go up, I pray thee, and bury my father, and I will 
come again* - ■••" f " ' t 

And Pharaohtsaid, Go. up and bury thyfether, ac- 
cording as he made, thee sweat*. 

Aad Joseph went up to* bury his father ; and with 
him went up all the servants of Pharaoh, the elders of 
his house, and all the elders pf the- land of Egypt* 

And all the house of Joseph, and his brethren*, and 

^his father's house.; only their little ones, and their 

Jocks, and their herds, they left in the land of Goshen. 

And there went up with him both -chariots and horse- 
men : aad it was a very great company. 

And they came to the threshing-floor of Atad, which 
is beyond Jordan, and there they mourned with a great 

Vol. I. N and 
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and very sore lamentation ; and he made a* mourning 
lor his father seven days. , 

And when the inhabitaou of the land, the Canaan- 
ites, saw the mourning in the floor of A tad, they said, 
This is a grievous mourning to the Egyptians : where- 
fore the name of it was called Abel mizraim, which is 
beyond Jordan* 

< And bis sons did unto, him- according aa he com- 
manded them. 

. Fox his sons carrjfld 4 him into the land of Canaan, 
and juried him in th$ cave of the field of Machpelab, 
which Abraham bought with. the field, for a possession of 
a burying place, of Ephron the Hittite, before Mamre. 

And Joseph returned into pgyut, he and his! brethren, 
and.. all that went up with hjm to bury his father, after 
he had buried his t father,. ^ 

And when Joseph's brethren sawihat their father 
W4S dead, they said, Joseph will- peradventure hate us, 
and will certainly requite us all the evil which we did 

unto hjm* , 

;■. Apd they sent messengers, unto Joseph, saying, Thy 
father did command before he died, saying, 
. j Sosjbatl ye say unto Joseph, Forgrte,' Ipray thee now, 
the trespass of thy brethren* and their si»i Jw they did 
unto thee evil : and now. we * pray thee, forgive tfie tres- 
pass of the servants of the Goo o£ thy father. And 
Joseph wtept when they spake .unto him. 

And. his brethren . also went and fell down before his 
face : and they said, , BehoW, we. be thy servants* 

And Joseph «4k1. ueto them, Fear not* fori am » 
the place of God : 

But as for you, ye thought evil. against me ; but Gon 
meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, 

to save much people alive. 

.Now 
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Now tfwrefbre fear ye not; I will notirfeh ytttt^irf' 
your. little ones. (And be comforted themy-aod ^apafee^ 
kindly onto item, /,. ri " ' !, :"" ,3,,: ' 

ANNOTATIONS "and REFLECTIONS: * , ' 

. We find, that Joseph, like a dutiful gwj/futfUed fthtm 

dying request of his honoured an& Undented pa*fcl# -** 

and followed his. dear remains wkh ^vei^ : V4^umsUn^r 

of respect that affection could suggest* or , hit o^a*j 

princely rank require in the eye of the worid. -. : E^afealnvi 

ing was an honour usually paid to the deceased in, , -the » 

land of Egypt; the manner of performing^ it is $aid>*oj 

have been this:, the bowels \yere takej? 0u& w»ahedk> 

and secured from putrefaction by some powerful drug**} 

the whole body was anointed with, oil o4V;^dafr, wilfei 

myrrh^ cinnamon, and other costly things* for about 

thirty days, by . which means, it. was preserved: fcfttigQr 

without so much as losing $he hair 5, after this, it! was: 

put in salt of nitre forty r days; lastly, : t\\$, kQ$y iv&& 

taken out of the suit, washed and .curiously wrapped JQ 

linen dipped in myrrji, and rubbed with, a certain;^!®? 

that the Egyptians used, instead of gjue ; tbea it r^mug 

put into a coffin, on the upper part of which wa» i&r 

presented the deceased person; it was also adqftie^ fttfhj 

curious embellishments ; ,. the . nearest relatione usuaj ly 

kept these coffins in their bouses. Bodies thvtf pre*? 

served are called mummies y and there are many re*7 

mailing to this day, .though, the cus£on\ of, embalming* 

has long been discontinued, -. . > . ./ !: ni. ds 

.As" Jogeph had epgaged to carry bis father to fcuchfite 

distanpe^ , it was. very necessary he should use tfwry .pra*! 

caution for preserving the body* because; it would' baiy. 

tetfi, before they arrived at the caveof "Machpdtah^in/ 

ttgh aafcite of; putrefaction, ** would haye; endatagftnid' 

. V , N 2 the 



tH* heakfcrs :of the attendants wthe funeral sotemnity ; 
bea4o#> H i« JKWtasfry, . in manyUnafcaiices, for, foreigners 
to comply with the customs of a country they have- long . 
resided in. 

It cfrtainhf jmjst, JwP been a gainful. office for Jo- 
t aeph and his brethren to follow their dear father's re- 
J ffl»is ! sO awiy rhHei ;«din#t(meB We may snppose them 
t&etfdtog tears of tended sorrow/ for the loss of so affec- 
tiboate- a friend^ recollecting a 'thousand instances of 
parental love ; sometimes contemplating his character 
in 'those- instances which procured him the favour of 
Goto, and drawing 1 comfort from the hopes, that he en- 

| joyed this ineffable blessing in a superlative degree ; 

\ eltai&ttg their own 'souls' with ardent wishes to obtain 
the. same glorious reward, and forming resolutions to 
follow the example of their pious parent. 

When they had performed the funeral rites, and de- 
posited the body of Israel by the venerable remains of 
his honoured ancestors, Joseph returned, attended by 
ai*« brethren, to the land of -Egypt;*- for he would nei- 
ther break hie promise to Pharaoh, nor desert the office 
to wjiifch Jie had -been appointed, as the whole .land of 
Egypt- would ;have been thrown into* confusion by his 
resignation, because there was not another person qua- 
lified io^ffl'tts place. 

Notwithstanding the tiuiriberless instances which Jo- 
seph! had'grve© his brethren of his sincere affection and 
perfect' forgrtdnetfe, they could not divert themselves of 
tfer fear that his resentment, which might have been re- 
strained by respect for his father, would break out again : 
so nawl is' it ft* the guilty conscience to be at rest ! Their 
hearts told them what 1 offences they had committed 
against their brother id his helpless youth \ ■ and they 
well knew, 1 that they had no title to his affection, but 
what Wat founded' upon the, goodness' of his own dis- 
— . position* 
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position. With what amiable tenderness did he receive 
their .message, aiid afterwards, assdre them of his protec- 
tion! 

As Joseph acte4 #>wa(rds his brethren, so should all peo- 
ZJ pie act towards their relations, . If .a brother or sister have 
offended, we afeould never suffer resentment to. break out 
either io violent rpploacaes* or retaliation of injuries ; but 
: seek put. occasions of recalling, their love, by acts of kind- 
t nes& and frietyMMpv Lot lis think how often we offend 
God, wbo bestov^ ibore; benefits onus than we can pos- 
sibly do on any creature. He forgives us ; we should 
then forgive one another, naore especially tbose who are 
nearly allied to us, and who bare a natural ebim to our 
.affection^ / • ^ y . „ 

SECTION LV. ■? ■ 

. i. -'t 

THE DUATH Off JOSEF!*. 

From fonts*;, Chap. 1. ' "' 

An* Joseph dwelt in Egypt, he and his father^ house : 
and Joseph iiveoVasr hundred and tea years, • : < 

;AskI Joseph saw Ephraim's children* of the third gc- 
. Deration* the children also of Macfiir, the son of Ma- 
nasseh, were brought up upon Joseph's knees. >) 

And Joseph said unto his father's house, I die? and 
■ God will surely visit you, and bring you out of this 
• J*n4, unto the land which he aware to Abraham, to 
. Isaac, and to Jacob. - • 

And Joseph took an oath of the children of Israel, 
saying, God will surely visit you, and ye shall carry up 
my bones from hence. - 

So Joseph died, being an hundred and ten years* old: 
and they embalmed him, and he was put in a coffin in 
Egypt; and all that generation died. 

NS ANNOTA- 
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ANNOTATIONS an* REFLECTIONS. 

■« Joseph was about 56 years old when Tiis father died ; 

*od we find, that he lived a Jong time- after this. It is 

[presumed, that he continued to the last fn the high post 

id which Pharaoh had appointed him. Whether any of 

his own brethren survived him we are not told. Before 

. J) U. death, his father's house bad multiplied great!/ ; and 

-saH the people of it, according 1 to the iMage of the times, 

latere cailed his brethren. 

' i . When the: hour of his death approached; Joseph had, 
by Divine inspiration^ a <<ertain assurance of the ac- 
complishment of the predictions made known td him 
by Jacob, that the Israelites would be settled at a fu- 
ture time in Canaan •$ and the command he gave con- 
cerning his remains, ia reckoned by the Apostle to the 
Hebrews as a proof of his faith*. Many reasons might 
restrain Joseph from desiring to be interred immediate- 
ly after his decease in Machpekh : it certainly was best, 
: -ooi&il accounts, that Joseph V bones should coitkue with 
the Israelites, as * Mean .of I strengthening and confirming 
-*f;eir fakh, in the Lord's promises respecting the land 
- *€ Canaan, which: it is plain Joseph himself firmly be- 
lieved. 
j : from the eventful history of this Patriarch, we may 
, infer,> that every situation in human life affords suffi- 
cient opportunities for the cultivation, of virtuous, ha- 
bits, and the performance of good actions. • We also 
Jearn the value of virtuous and : religious principles early 
t iown> and deeply rooted in the heart. From his father's 
house Joseph brought treasures, which, even in a state of 
• slavery, he could call his own ; and which procured for 

* Heb. xi. 22. 
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him what gold and silver could not hav*' purchased^ the 
favour of theiiOHD, and the- esteem* -of mankind.. We 
are likewise instructed* that the fear of G0fc, : stid a se- 
rious regard to hi* -authority, it -the bcftt preservative 
against criminal indigencies ? that adversity often proves 
the means of exabatioa ; that the proper use* ! of power 
and . riches, is to employ them in promoting the general hap- 
piness of mankind, and of our relations in particular? «n4 
that a sfGilfasfc reliance pa Kvin^JProvideAce.JwiB support 
the miad tiader the most afflicting evill that can possibly 
ibefal us* - •» - •■■> ••- • • V 
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4*H* AFFLICTIONS 7 OP 'tHEisRAtiittEsi— THE BIRTH 

^ op taosfis. 
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. ■' Ff^w Exodus 9 Chap, i; orchil. 

And Joseph died, and all his brethren, and all that ge- 
neration. . ' 

And the children of Israel were fruitful, and increased 
abundantly, arid multiplied, and waxed exceedingly migh- 
ty; and the land was filled with them. 

Now there arose up a new king over Egypt, which 
knew not Joseph. And he said unto his people, Behold, 
the people of the" children of Israel are more and mightier 
than we. 

Come on, let us deal wisely with them ; lest they mul- 
tiply, and it come to pass that when there fafleth out any 
war, they join also unto our enemies, and fight against us, 
and so get them up out of the land. 

therefore they did set over them task masters to afflict 
them with their burdens. And they built for Pharaoh 
treasure-cities, Pithom and Raamses. 

N4 But 
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• But the more <they afflkted them, the more they 
multiped 0oA grew* And they were grieved because 
of the <„WctreD of Israel. A«d the Egyptians made the 
children of Israel to serve with rigour. And they made 
their liita bitter, with hard bondage, » mortar ancl in 
brick, and in all manner of sendee to the field: aU 
their service wherein tfaejr madethera senre^ was with ri- 
gour. / . • . 

And Pharaoh charged all hw people, saying, Every son 
that it bora to the Hebrews, ye shall cast into the river, 
and every daughter ye shall save alive. 

And there went a man of the house of Levi, whose 
name was Amram*, and took to wife a daughter of JLevi 9 
whose name was Jochebedf . 

And the. woman Jjare a son : and when -she saw fains 
that he was a goodly chiW> she hid him three months. 

And when she could no longer hide him, she took for 
bim an ark of bulrushes, and daubed it with slime and with 
pitch* and put the child therein j and she laid it in the flags 
by the river's brink. 

And his sister stood afar off, to wit what should be 
done to him. 

And the daughter of Pharaoh came down to wash her- 
self at the river : and her maidens walked along by the 
river's side : and when she saw the ark among the flags, 
she sent her maid to fetch it. 

And when she had opened it, she saw the child : and 
behold the babe wept. And she had compassion on him, 
and said, This is one ot the Hebrews' children. 

Then said his sister to Pharaoh's daughter, Shall I go 
and call to tnee a nurse of the Hebrew women, that she 
may narse the child for thee. 

And Pharaoh's daughter said unto her, Go. And the 
maid went and cajled the child's mother. 

* Exod. vi, 20. . t Ibid. . 
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And Pharaoh'* daughter said unto her, Take this 
child away, and nurse him for me, and I will give the* 
thy wages. And the woman took the child, and nurs- 
ed k. •»..-,: 

And the child grew, and she brought him unto Pha- 
raoh's daughter and he became her son, and she called 
his> name Moses j and she said, Because I drew him out 
of the water. 

. * 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

* » 

. The kings of Egypt were all called Pharaoh, though 
they had names besides % the monarchy in whose rejgo, 
Moses was born, came from another country, and had 
conquered the. Egyptians : this accounts for his paying 
no respect either to the memory of Joseph, or the law- 
ful establishment which the children of Israel had ob- 
tained by a royal grant from a former monarch $ nor 
can we wonder, that this king should be jealous of a 
people, who multiplied and flourished in so remarkable 
a manner. 

The original word here translated task-masUrty pro- 
perly signifies tax-gatherers ,• and the burdens are after- 
wards mentioned as "distinct things, under another 
name ; so that the resolution of council was, to lay heavy 
tributes upon the Israelites to impoverish,, and heavy 
burdens U> weaken them. Among* ot^er laboi^ous 
works, it is supposed they were employed in building 
the famous Pyramids* m testimony of the splendor of 
the kings of Egypt, and as repositories for the dead bo«. 
dies of those proud and cruel monarebs. 

The treasure cities, mentioned in this section, are said 
to have been the places in which the kings of Egypt, 
agreeably to the custom introduced by Joseph*, laid up 

N 5 their 
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their stores , of grain ; but others conjecture that tbcy 
wet* fortified cities> : 

. What an inhuman . wretch must Pharaoh have been, 
to command little innocent babes to be thrown into 
tbfl rivef, unmindful of the pangs of their afflicted 
mothers! 

Tfee, method which Jochebed employed to save her 
infant, proved, that she believed in the omnipotent 
power of Goo ; for it was very unlikely that his life 
should be preserved in an ark of bulrushes ; especially 
in a river filled by an inundation, which, perhaps, was 
at that time daily increasing, and of which the direful 
crocodile was an inhabitant. Scripture teaches us to re- 
gard Jochebed in this instance as an example of faith * ; 
ind we may conceive that we behold her — 

** : * With invocations to the living God, 

Twisting together every slender xted, 
And with a separate prayer paoh os.er weaving f." 

' What her sensations were, when she consigned her 
dear babe to the watery element; let the fond mother 
imagine! 

. It must be regarded as an interposition of Providence, 
~ that Pharaoh's daughter should come to the place just at 
that juncture; and that she should commit the child to 
the care of his own mother. It was a great act of mer- 
cy in this princess to run such a hazard of incurring the 
displeasure of her cruel father, and the censure of the 
public ; but the babe wept, and she could not resist the 
eloquence of its cries and tears : she kindly redeemed 
him from the waves, and resolved to nurture him as her 
own, though he was of a mean and ignoble birth, and 
sprung front a race of strangers despised by the Egyp- 
tians. - 

* Heb. xk 2*. f Miss More's Sacred Dramas. 

With 
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With what transporting delight must Jbchebed have' 
received her son td her arms, after fte terrors 1 s}ie had 
sufFered on his account J By being reared under her eye. 
Metes had the advantage 6f Earning, from the dawn of; * 
reason, to worship the true God. The name which the 
princess gave to this her adopted son, signified drawn 
out. Moses was born in the year of &e world 2i34, 
and was about nine or ten years younger than his sister . 
Miriam, 

We are told in Scripture*, that Moses was after- 
*wards educated in all the wisdom of the Egyptians. 
Many arts and sciences are supposed to have been high- 
ly cultivated in Egypt at that period, particularly arith- 
metic, music, and hieroglyphics, otherwise called enig» 
matical philosophy. An ancient Jewish autborf in- 
forms us, that Moses was instructed in all these ; and 
another J says, that he W38 remarkable for the beauty of 
his perscln. • . 

Prom the sufferings of the Israelites, related in this 
section, we may learn to be grateful to Divine Provi- 
dence, for placing us in a land of freedom, under a mild 
government, where wb have 00 tyrrany to dreads 

We may , also learn, that no 'situation of life is so dan- \, 
gerous, but that the Divine power can effect a deliverance. / 
In the present state of the world, mothers are not under ! 
the hard necessity t>f exposing their infants,., like .Jpclie* ; 
bed ; but so numerous are the perils of childhood* that, ! 
without a firm trust in God, the Eves of. parents must i 
be a state of unremitting apprehension j, they should 
therefore 4 fortify their minds with the comfortable iier- 
suasion, that God is the .parent of their offspring ; that' '■ 
He constantly watches .over children with tender love* : 
and guards theib from numberless unseen dangers, which- ! 

* Acts vii.28. fPhilo. • " ' +'jos«j?.hus. . 

N6 the 
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the utmost vigilance cannot prevent. Let fan t}\e 
Christian parent* when she presses her.lit$Je daring to 
her .bosom, suppress the too anxious apprehension, with 
the remembrapce, that, the Lord has already re^eeogefL 
her babe, and adopted it as his own child in the Christian 
Covenant; and let her lift up her heart with tiiaok* 
fulness to God, that she is permitted and encouraged 
to perform the maternal pMties with delight and tranquil- 
lity. . ■ ' 

Pharaoh's daughter, though a heathen^ set an example, 
worthy of the . imitation of Christian ladies. May it 
excite them to use their utmost endeavours to rescue 
from destruction and ignorance those poor babes* who, 
from the distressful circumstances of their pareqts, are 
exposed to a fate as, unhappy as that which threatened 
Moses. However mean and ignoble their . birth, none 
are beneath the notice and compassion of the highest' of 
their* species; and the present day affords a most fa- 
vourable opportunity, of exercising their benevolence to 
the greatest . advantage, in ways unknown to fornier 
ges* 
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\ v. SECTION JLVIL 



: . . MOSBS.FCE.ETH FROM EGYPT* . 

From Exodnt, Chap. ii. 

' Aft d it came to pass in those days, when Moses waa 

grown, that he went out unto his brethren, and looked on 

their burden* ; and he, espied an Egyptian ^smiti^g an He- 

brew, one of* hxs. brethren* x 

And he looked this \juy and that way, and when he 

saw that there was no man, he slew the Egyptian, and hid 

him in the sand. 

And when he Went out the second day, behold two 

men of the Hebrews strove together; and he said to 

* We allude here to the plans of the Ladies Society for- better- 
ing the Condition of the poor. / 

him 



him . tfiat did the ,wrong, Wherefoie softest thpa thy 
fejlow? 

Av4 he said, Who made thee a prince and a judge 
over us ? iateodest thou to &}1 me, as thou killedst the 
Egyptian? 4^d Moaes feared, and said, Surely this 
thing is known I 

Now when Pharaoh heard this thing, he sought to 
sh$ Mioses. But Moses fled from the face of Pharaoh, 
and dwelt in the land of Mtdian: and he sat down by 
a well. 

Now the priest of Midian had seven daughters : and 
• they came and drew water, and filled the troughs to 
water their father's flock. 

And the shepherds came and drove, them away : but 
Moses stood up and helped them, and watered their 
flock. 

And when they came to Reuel their father, he said. 
How is it that ye are com? so soon to day ? 

And they said, An Egyptian delivered us out of the 
hand of the shepherds, and r also drew water enough for 
us, and watered the, flock. 

And he said unto his daughters, And where is he? 
Why is it trjat ye have left the man t call him, tha£ he 
may eat bread. 

And Moses was content to dwell with the man, and 
he gave Moses Zipporah his daughter. 

And she bare him a son, and he called his name Ger- 
shorn J for he, said, I have been a stranger in a strange 
land. . 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS; 

... 
Moses, as we le^rn from Scripture, continued to live 

in Pharaoh's couet, ,till he was full forty years old*. 



* Acts vii. 23, 
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He hid not lost thd prep^eatibii which he had im- 
bibed from his parents in favour of the Israelites ; it 
grieved him to behold their sufferings, and he seems to 
have been inspired by the Lord with a persuasion that 
he should be the instrument of their deliverance $ in 
consequence of which, perhaps he formed _ a resolution 
to relinquish all the honours and pleasures that at- 
tended him as the adopted son of the < king's daughter, 
and to "partake of their affliction*, not doubting- but 
that God would accomplish those Divine promises 
which had been made to his forefathers. Moses "was 
Tery sensible that he should expose himself to reproach, 
by thus testifying his faith in deliverance by the Lord, 
but he esteemed - these reproaches as more' valuable to 
him than all the treasures of E^ypt, because he had 
respect to the eternal reward of his iidelity. When 
Moses took upon himself to avenge one of his coua-. 
trymen, who was cruelly treated hy an Egyptian, he 
might hope fliat the Israelites would confederate toge-. 
theff , in order to support his views ; but cruel bon- 
dage had subdued their spirits, and he looked around 
him in vain for auxiliaries. To preserve "himself there- 
fore from the rage of the Egyptians lie buried the 
body of the man whom he had slain, and suspended 
his purpose. When Moses shewed himself again the 
next day, instead of giving him thanks for his zeal, his 
^brethren reproached him. No wonder that his cou- 
rage should now fail him,' for what could he do singly . 
•against the Egyptians ? and to what end should he 
hazard his life ta favour of those who disdained his 
friendship ? Egypt was no longer a place of safety and 
comfort for him, therefore the most prudent step he 
■could take was to flee away from ' it ;' not that he ' 

♦ Heb. xi. 24, S5, 99. *t Acts vii. 25. 

feared 
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feared the wrath of the king» so as to apprehend he 
could frustrate the promises made to the patriarchs, 
but having as yet received no express directions from 
God, it would have been rashness to have proceeded 
farther than he had already done in defence of his 
country men. 

The Midiankes were descendants of Midian, ene of 
- the sons of Abraham, and.from Moses' fleeing to them, 
and making an alliance hi the family of their priest, we 
may conjecture, that the true God still continued to be 
adored in Midian. Idolatry (as we may suppose), like 
other human inventions, was firogrets'roey and it is likely 
the first corruptions consisted in worshipping the Su- 
preme Being Himself, with superstitious rites, repre- 
senting his attributes by symbols, instead of honouring 
the Lord as God* These symbols being frequently 
misunderstood, gradually led to the belief of a plurality 
of gods. 

It is to be remarked, that inspired authors do not re* 
late all the passages of a story, but only such as are most 
material ; we may therefore imagine, that a great many 
things intervened between Moses' entrance into the 
family of Reuel, and marrying his daughter. 

As it can scarcely be thought, that a person educat- 
ed like Moses, should be contented with the simple 
•occupation of a shepherd ; it is no improbable conjec- 
ture, that he filled up some of his time in writing; and 
that it was at this period he composed the Book of Job, 
and the Book of Genesis ; both of which were calcu- 
lated to comfort the Israelites, in the trials to which 
they were afterwards exposed. 

., To justify Moses from the imputation of ihurder, it 
may be proper to observe, that the Egyptians were 
cruel and unjust oppressors, and that the Israelites had 
hq means of legal redress ; under these circumstances, 

therefore, 
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therefore* Moses might* surely, without committing 
fin, put an Egyptian to death, if hje had no other way 
of preserving the life of one of his brethren. 

From the example of Moses we should learn to de- 
spise all wordly riches and honours, when they cannot 
be enjoyed without giving up our tide to the I5mne 
promises ; we are also instructed to consult the ease 
and interests of others in preference to our own selfish 
gratification. « * The man who discovers, by the 
whole course of his actions, that he lives for himself 
alone, is always beheld with contempt ; while he who 
cheerfully foregoes his own private advantage, to . pro- 
cure more important benefits for others, is an object o£. 
general esteem and admiration. Where the benevo- 
lent principle is predominant, it will dictate a thousand 
acts of kindness, which would never have fallen in the 
way of the selfish man ; it will point out innumerable 
opportunities of obliging and serving others- in the 
common incidents of life, and ' will make the sincere 
Christian as industrious in seeking, and as ready to em- 
brace such opportunities, as the vainest person can be 
to display his services before the world in the more 
splendid scenes of public action." / 

SECTION LVIII. 

, CO© APPEAR ETH TO MOSES-— SENBETH HIM AND HIS 

BROTH ft R AARON TO PHARAOH. 

From, Exodus, Chap, ii. iii. iv. 

An d it came to pass in process of time, that the king 
of ISgypt died : and the children of Israel sighed by 
reason of the bondage, and they cried ; and their cry 
came up unto God by reason of the bondage. 

*- Df. Enfield's Sermon "on th6 Character of Moses. 

And 
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Audi Go d beard their groatorag, and Gov remem- 
bered hit covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with 
Jacob. • 

And- God looked upon the children of Israel, and 
God had respect onto them. 

Now Moses kept the flock of.Jethro his &ther> in- 
law, the priest of Midiaa ; and he led the flock to the 
back-aide of thfe desert, and came to the mountain of 
God : even to Horeb. 

And the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a 
flame of fire out of the midst of a bush 5 and he look- 
ed, and heholfl, the bdsh burned with. ifae, and the bush 
was not consumed. 

* And .Moftes&afid* I will now torn aside and see this 
great sight, why the bust is jtot burns. . 

And- when the JLottit daw that he turned aside to see, 
(rpp called unto- him out of the midst of the bush, and 
aaid Moses, Mpses. And he said, Here am I. 

And he said, Drav? not nigh hither ; put rf thy shoes 
4proo» off thy feett for the place whereon- thou standeat 
is holy ground. 

Moreover he said, I am the Go© of thy father, the 
Goo of Abraham* the Gop of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob. And Mosts hid Jus face : for he was afraid to 
look upon God* 

And the Lord add* X have surely seen the affliction 
of my people which are in Egypt, and have heard their 
cry by reason of their ' tatk-ciaaters : for I know their 
sorrows. i . 

And I am come down to deliver them out of the 
hand of the Egyptians* and to bring - them up out of 
that land, unto a good land, and a large, unto a land, 
flowing with milk and honey.; unto the place of the 
Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and 
the Perishes, and the Hjvitea, add the Jebusitea. 

♦ Now 
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Now therefore behold, the cry of the children of 
Israel is come unto me ; and I have also seen the op- 
pression wherewith the Egyptians oppress them. 

Come now therefore, and I will send thee unto Pha- 
raoh, that thou mayest bring forth my people the chil- 
dren of Israel out of Egypt, 

And Moses said unto Goo, Who am I, that I should 
go unto Pharaoh, and that I should bring forth the 
children of Israel out of Egypt f 

And he said, Certainly I will be with thee ; and this 
shall fee a token unto thee, that I ha?e sent thee z 
When thou hast brought forth the people out of Egypt i 
ye shall serve. God upon this mountain. 
i Aod Moses said unto God, Behold, when I tome 
unto the children of Israel, - and shall say unto them, 
The God :of your father hath tient me unto you; and 
they shall say tome, What is his name; what shall I 
*ay v unto. them ?.." - » 

AfcdGbn aarid unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM* 
and he said, Thus shalt thou say -unto the childrert <ofF 
Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you. 
- And God said moreover unto Moses, Thus shalt thou 
say <nnto the children of Israel, The Lord God of your 
fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob, hath sent me unto you j this is my 
name for ever, and this is my memorial unto all gene- 
rations. 

Go, and gather the elders of Israel together, and say 
unto them, The Lord God of your fathers, the God 
of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, appeared unto me, 
saying, I hare surely visited you, and seen that which 
is done to you in Egypt. 

And I have said, I will bring you up out of the a£> 
fiction of Egypt, unto the land of the Canaanites, and 
the Hittites* and the Araorites, and the Perizzites, and 

the 
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Ike Hivite*, and the Jebnsites, unto a land flowing with 
ipijk and honey. - 

And they shall hearken to thy voice : and thou shah 
come, thou and the elders of Israel, unto the king o,f 
Egypt* and ye shall say unto him, The Loa d God of 
the Hebrews hath met with us ; and now let us go 
.{we beseech thee ) three days journey into the wilder- 
Bess, that we may sacrifice to the LoftJPOurGop. 

And I am sure that the king of Egypt will not let 
you go, co, cot by a mighty hand. t . • 

And I will stretch out my hand, and amjte Egypt 
with all my wonders, which I will do in the midst 
thereof; and after thajt he will let you go* 

And I. will give this people favour in the. sight of the 
Egyptians : and it shall come to pass, .that when ye go, 
ye shall not go empty... • • t 

But every woman shall borrow of her neighbour, 
and of her that sojourneth in, her chouse, jewels of sil- 
ver, and jewels of . gold, and raiment:. and. ye shall put 
them upon your, sons, and upon your daughters; and 
ye shall spoil the Egyptians. 

, /tod Moses- answered and said, But behold, they will 
not believe me, nor hearken unto my- voice: for they 
will say, the Lord hath not appeared unto thee. 

And the. Lord said unto him, What is that in thine 
hand ? and he said, A rod. 

And he said, Cast it on the ground : and he cast it 
on the ground; and it became a serpent: and Mpses 
fled from before it. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Put forth thine 
hand, an*A take it by the* tail ; and he put forth bis 
band, and caught it, and it became a rod in his hand* 

That they may believe that the Lord God of their 
fathers, the Go p of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob, hath appeared unto thee. 

And 



( 28* -) 

And the Loud said furthermore unto him, Pat now 
thine hand into thy bosom ; and he put his hand into 
his bosom : and when he took it out, behold, his hand 
wag leprous as - snow. 

x And he said, Put thine hand into thy bosom again ; 
and he put his hand into his bosom again, . and plucked 
it out of his bosom; and behold, it was turned again 
as his other flesh. v 

And it shall come to pass, if they will not believe 
thee, neither hearken td the voice of the first srgn, that 
r they wiH beKeve the voice of -the latter sign. 

And it -shaft come to pass, if they wiS not believe 
also these two signs, neither hearken unto thy voice, 
that tW *shaft take of the water of the river, and poor 
tk upon die dry land ; and the water Which thou takest 
out of the river, shall become blood upon the dry 
land. 

And Moses said unto the Lord, O my Lord, lam 
not eloquent^ neither heretofore, nor since thou hast 
spoken unto thy servant:, but I am slow of speech, and 
of a slow tongue. ' 

And the Lortj sard unto him, Who hath mstde man's 
mouth? or who makethtfte dumb, or deaf, or the see- 
ing, or ttoe blind; have not I the Lord f ' 

Now ^therefore go, and I will be with thy" mouth, 
and teach thee what thou shah say. 

And he said, O my Lord, send, I pray thee, by the 
hand of him whom thou \yilt send. 

And the anger of the Lord was kindled against 
' Moses, and he said, Is not Aaron the Levite thy bro- 
ther ? I know that he* can" speak well. And* also be- 
hold, he conieth forth to weet thee ; and when he 
' seeth thee, he will be glad in his heart. 

And thou 8&alt speak unto him^ and put words in hi* 

mouth j 
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mouth £ aod I will be with th$ mouthy and with hi* 
mouth, and will teach you what ye shall do* 

And he shall be thy spokesman unto the people : and, 
be shall be, even he shall, be to- thee instead of a mouth, 
and thou shall be to him instead of Goo. 

And thou, ahalt. take this rod in tliise hand, wherewith . 
tbou shalt dp. signs.. 

Aod Moses went and returned to Jethro his father- 
in-law, and said unto him, Let me go, I pray thee, and . 
return unto my brethren which, are in E^ypt, and see 
whether they be yet alive. And Jethro said to Moses, 
Go in peace. j£ 



. * 



ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Though the -King who had so crue% reduced the 
Israelites to a state of bondage, died, we find they met 
with no .redress ; no alleviation .of their misery : They 
had now suffered affliction foe a great number of years, 
aod. were . on the brink of despair. We are not toid 
fpr what^ cause Goo permitted them to be So oppressed, 
hot from the .usual 'course of the Divine dispensations, 
we may judge ' that as a people they had fallen ofP from 
their duty, so as not to consider the Lob. d as their onlyt 
God* or worship him agreeably to his Divine appoint* 
raent : It appears, however, that in their, distress they 
cried wito the Gou of their fathers, who,, of his grace 
and favour, resolved to pardon their offences,, aod e&* 
feet thejr deliverance, in fememWa'uce of his promise to 
his faithful servants* Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

Meses continued forty years in. Midian, with. Revel, or 
Jethro, his &tber«iii*law, and seems, to have laid aside all 
*Qti!gbl«,of«Mroi*g into Egypt. 

Mount Horeb wassoneajt 40 Mount Sinai* jbat they* 

appeared 
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appeared to be different tops of the same mountain. It 
was usual for shepherds to travel from ' place to place, 
with their flocks and herds, as- the want of pasture di- 
rected. Horeb is called by Moses, the mount of God, 
and, in all probability, in his time,' it was known by 
that name, on account of the Load's haying sanctified 
it on this occasion ; but there is no passage of Scripture 
that indicates its having been so distinguished in former 
times. 

There had not for many years been an open vision of 
the Deity ; but as the Lord was about to call his 
people to Himself, and to deliver them out of Egypt, 
by the hand of Moses, He vouchsafed to appear, in orde* 
to appoint him His minister. 

No wonder that so uncommon a sight as a bush 
burning, with fire*, without consuming, should strike 
Moses with astonishment* He was skilled in all the 
wisdom of the Egyptians. Yet could he not, from any 
principles of noture with which he was acquainted, ac- 
count for so extraordinary a circumstance. This was 
among tjie 'things which Divine Revelation on{y could' 
explain*: for it was above the reach of human reason* 
and Moses might have spent his whole life in fruitless 
efforts, to explore the cause of this w onderful pheno- 1 
meson; but no sooner did he discover a desire to 
know the meaning of it, than the Lord satisfied his 
wishes by assuring him that it was a token of his imme- 
diate presence. •• 

vWe are; told that the fAngd of the • Lofco appeared* 
ftc. I have before observed', that this expression is but 
another title of the Deity, synonymous to that of the 
Image of God. Had the -glorious 'Being, who addressed 
Moses, been a created anget % he would not have said / am 

Mi God; &c« ner would he 2» hi»<owA name have pro- 
mised 
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raised to deliver Israel, or threatened t& bring destruction 

on Egypt* 

Strictly speaking, none but the Supreme Being 
Himself is holy, j therefore, what are in Scripture called 
half thing*, are only so, as being sanctified by, or dedf- 
cated to Him. In this sense the ground whereon Mo- 
ses stood was holy ; and it is supposed, that putting o#F 
the shoes was a mark of reverence that had been prac- 
tised, by the patriarchs when they were made sensible off 
ft^e presence of the Lor u. 

Mos^Sj folding"* himself in the immediate presence ' of 
God, was struck, with the profoundest -awe. Himibled 
by a sense of his own imperfections, which this won- 
derful visipn was calculated to inspire, he wanted cou- 
rage to undertake What the Lord required of him ; 
on which God promised, to give hhn supernatural as- 
sistance. This certainly should have satisfied Moses, 
.but his faith, on this importofct occasion, wanted the 
strongest support. He foresaw all the obstacles that 
were in the way of his mission. He knew that ido- 
latry 'prevailed in Egypt* and that he should appear 
as a stranger to the Israelites after so long an absence ; 
be therefore entreated to know by what name he 
should call the Lord, to distinguish him from heathen 
gods. . 

The tide, which the Divine Being appropriated, 
could belong to none but the one Supreme God*, 
" the Being op beings, who giveth being to, andex- 
-erciseth authority over all things in the universe!. This 
tide properly considered suggests the following ideas 
of God : viz. that He is one Being, existing in and of 
Himself; not receiving any thing from, nor depending 
upon, any other. That He is a. pure and simple Being, 

* Bishop Beveridge's Sermon*. 

without 
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without a^y mature or composition * and therefore we 
must not conceive of Him as made up of several parts* 
faculties or ingredients but! oj&ry t>f on t, <w!po it that He 
sf*and whatsoever is An Him is Himwup ; aad though 
we read of several faculties or properties attributed to 
Him in Scriptare, as wisdom, gooemess, justice* &c. we 
jBust not apprehend them to be several fwww>halxUy 
.or qualities f as they .are » ut ; for as they are in G©», 
*they are neither distinguished from one another, nor 
from His nature and Essence in whom they are- said to 
be * for, to speak properly, they are not in Him, but 
are His very essence or .nature itself*/' 

The glorious title, I AM, is suitable to the Deity as 
the, universal Goo of the whole Creadon : but it was 
His will to be distinguished; to the Israelite* by an ad- 
ditional one, " The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob f 
in reference to the covenant made with those patriarchs 
concerning the Promised seed'; by this name He is still 
known, and will ever continue to be remembered, as loag 
as the world lasts. 

It pleased God to direct Moses in what manner to 
open his mission; not at first to all the people, but to 
the heads of families. This was certainly consistent 
with prudence aad policy ; for it was better that each 
of these should make the important matter known tf> 
their wives and children at home* than that the whole 
multitude should be called together,- as such a measure 
would have occasioned tumult, and fucnished Pharaoh 
with a plausible pretence for increasing their oppres- 
•ion. 

V * • ■ 

* Those, who wish for farther assistance in Contemplating on 
the Deity, may read, with pleasure and advantage, " An attempt to 
prov* th* Existence mid absolut e Perfection if the supreme^ tmorigirtated 
Being', in a demonstrative Manner, by Hugh Hamilton, Dean of Ar- 
magh." Published at Dublin, in 1TC4* •• • * 

IF 
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H Mima had nm hem 6% a*»« be** llttfld of 
jlfas ofcstinaoy of Pter**, fa* woofd utost likely ha* 
bodn 4 discouraged *fieiWRNfe fron* fWtmfti g ift-ftfs 
appbeatkb to him for tea*© *• fet*lsr»el 'A-pHrt ? S«l 
had not *tbe SwadiKB *>(»tt <*nfo*«ed thaltJhe 'LoVb 
would .pram th»ra oo tpwl the Egyptians, <tts to tiflttfc 
of iror, fhey might have «b]ectal : *tb 'fearirtg Egyffc, ! dn 
account of the wtint *f fle^a*Wk« for f he journey *hey, 
*wre required lb «fee. 

. The e*po$tufc|*te* Wifccl* ©*i> 'peW^d K<fl*s to 
make, shews that He did not overpower tne natural 
facttkies of hw ffliwd : ; for -tile efccifees Moses offered 
'were. such- as jifotoft W0&id flWurdlly ! €ttggest-; and Cob, 
kipdiy considering him as a rearonSk erdAtitrc, 'was ribt 
friended at his scruples, but vouchsafed tb give him a 
sensible -demontrattoof life 'miracu%u$ 1 }>owe>. 

Moses, finding no immediate niljuoVeihent of ! his 
natural faculties,, stffll 'dbafcted »hfo abflfty to execute 
:* hat was required of him. Nat that he had any im- 
podiment of speech, but to ffian&ge such a business as 
he was to be employed in, seemed to require an extr'd- 
ordinary degfee of eloquence. This the Lord agsdrett 
•Moses by <m unanswerable argu'mcrit he could endow 
him with, and promised to do so. 

The Ufrwaitogttess of Mose* 40*go with the Lbn'b's 

message aftfer- fefcehring { tlte*e promises was certainly a 

-«D y iitd -justly; kindled the anger of the Lord agairfst 

him} but Quo graciously spared him, and for his fVir- 

.ther enceuragenwnt, promised him an auxiliary in Hs 

.brother- 'Akron, who >wfca" an 'eloquent man. 'Aaron hc*w- 

efcen was to act- ilr a subordinate capacity to Moeeis, artd 

to- receive *he <livirte commands through him. The 

rod, which had been turned into a serpent, was to be 

the ensign of the honorable office to which Moses 

was appointed. , 

Vol. I. O From 
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-, Prom thii section raiicb important: instmction may 
be collected, la the first place it affords a striking 
proof of the tmhmce of .GW, and a certainh: if a Di- 
tins It* age in the nature of tie Ditity. It also shews 
that the Lord is true to his promises; and that when 
fats servants are dead, and their bodies mouldering- iu 
the dust, He is still their God; which, as our saviour 
Himself observed, affords a strong argument in favour 
of the doctrine of a future existence; "for God it mt 
tht, God of tht dtad, hut of tht Smug,-" all line unto 
him*. 

We are likewise taught, that when we wish to study 
any thing that relates to the nature of the Deity, we 
should do it with awe and reverence. It will be proper 
for us to keep in mind, that the great I AM . io the very 
Lord God, in whom the ,Dbity visibly manifested 
Himself to the patriarchs. 

We are farther instructed by this section how to use 

our reason in other matters of a. religious nature. It 

appears from hence just and proper to examine the dif- 

-. ficulties that lie in the way to our performance of any 

duty, and then to allow divine revelation to hare in 

full weight - t which, from . the just arguments it affords 

in the written Word, is now a sufficient guide, and 

SO in the common occurrences of lire, culm our 

id satisfy our minds ; for, when convinced that 

Hgrecably to the commands of our Great Ckea- 

e may confidently hope for the aid of Divine 

o strengthen us in the performance of our duty. 

jervable, that the Lord God, on this occasion, 

promise to Moses, similar to that which, as Uk 

»B, He afterwards made to the aposdesf. Thii, 

:c K*. 38. 

t. x. 19, 30. Mnrksiii. 11. Lnkeiii, 11, 19. Lake ni. 
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proves, that the extraordinary influence of thelfoit B^i- 
utt was at that time exerted, though not in* -eel abundant' 
a degree as after the promulgation* of the Gospel, 'yr 

SECTION LIX. : ^ 

MOSES AND AABON DELIVER " GOo'S MESSAGE TO 

THE ISRAELITES. 

From Exodus* VhaM.ir." 

• * * 

And the Lord said unto Moses in Jvtidian, Go, return 
into Egypt : for all the men are dead which sought thj 
life. . 

And Moses took his wife, and his sobs, and set them, 
upon an ass, and he returned to the land of Egypt. And 
Moses took the rod of Gop in his hand. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, When thou goest.to 
return into Egypt, see. that thou do all those, wonders 
before Pharaoh which I Thave put in thine hand: but \ 
will harden his heart, that he shall not let . the peopk 

And thou shalt say unto Pharaoh, Thus saith the Lord, . 
Israel is my son, even my first bom. 

And I say unto thee, Let my son gp, that be may 
serve me : and if thou refuse to let him go, behold} I 
will slay thy son, even thy first-born. 

And the Lord said to Aaron, Go into the wilderness 
to meet Moses. And he went and met him in the mount 
of God, and kissed him.- 

. And Moses told Aaron all the words of the- Load, who 
had sent him, and all the signs which he had commanded 
him. ^ 

And Moses and Aaron went and gathered together all 
the elders of the children of Israel. 

And Aaron spake all the words which the Lord had 
spoken unto Moses, and did the signs in the sight of the 
People. 

2 And 
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4tp4 Af<p^pkbe)ii^fA: and V&fi* *bey heirf. that 
tW hom U«d *i8*fc*Uhe cfeilfUw of Iwael, aqd «h»t fee 
bad looked c«©PP *J**i* affiicti+B, then 4jb<y bowed t&tir 
heads and worshipped. 

. ANNOTATIONS •***• REFLECTIONS. 

By taking hi* family wi*b jam* Moses testified his 
faith in the Lorjd.. The expression, / mil harden. 
Mmjfrs &#*, 'will fee explained fn, the 'sequel ; it is 
tfk&&€\h ferftaft here, that the 'Lord speaks of this 
as a purpose relating to a future time, not as a thing 
4fte|dy dOifo ^ frlaraoh : haU hot yet committed that 
offence to* Which the punishment Tiere. threatened is an- 
nexed, but the Lord 'foreknew that he would, com- 

fcitit. -* ; '' ' \ 

The'roo! bt djo d ' was'ttiat Which had been turned "Erito 
a sel^petiti'Utt'd "which" was the ensign of "Moses* office, as 
thVtffinfeter Of the Lord. 

The Almighty being now about to fulfil the promises 
Wade "lb 'Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, by forming their pos- 
terity into a nation, as his own peculiar people, 'styles thein 
15fe jfrst ttfrn; thfe Hide signifies, that Israel "was v the 
fixht W/fe/r which' he took Ibto immediate covenant wlfh 
Himself 

*ttdw oomfortatile must it have "been bbth'to Moses 
lilifchAaton to compare together the reVelatidris Which had 
been separately made to them 1 It seems thtft they mu- 
Huillyenc^rtigeoV each other, aria* hastened 'to execute 'the 
^Itfe^ttmtrirssion which they : had received. . 

Moses soon had a proof of the foreknowledge of Gob, 

'for h;e -found ti\e -fears which : 'Me entertained, 'that 'the 

Israelites would not attend tb 'hiitt, groundless. They 

^Marke^ed uttto his 'Voice ^as the *Lofd had 'said*; and 

*• Exodus iii* 18. 

Ait • > " the 
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tfce miracles ^riormedin their sigftt serted* to proVe the 
truth of his dwifie mission. ^ : 

ThfrbehdViotrr of' the Israelites 1 , dn this occasfoni was 
perfectly just and- proper, worthy bf the imitation 6? 
ail who are sen#ible af t£e goodness of- God in time of 
affliction* * 

By this lesson . ministers are admonished not to be 
discouraged from «fce performance of- their public duties 
by appa*erit difficulties, • since the Lord may be ex- 
pected*, tev cooperate with their Endeavours, if they £r0« 
ceed agreeably -to Hit Will; 'And ai) others are sdmo- 
flUbed' te receive, with: reference and- gmrtade^ those 
' ifctimatiottt of the ditiae fatotrr, which- it ft the duty 
of ministers to make known to them ; and which, at 
*o% contained fn tiMflVfty aire tNpttlfy 'timafa airiHra- 
ktiMfe as - if* etttiinittnicated' its . bs fifr ■ nrinhsters iiitiftecLitttts 
ly inspired. / >..*•-. 

fctOS** km Ail HON do TO PflAttAOtt. 

jPrdw Exodus ', C&#. v. andvu ' 

And after\v.arcT8,Mw8 aftp^ *^arp^ wejrt. in,, apd, to& 
Phaiao^Thus.sajtfi % 1#b# %>&<& *&&!> ^Sfc m y 
I^Spte , $% Aft. they, maj, hoJ£ a, %ft : i&ft . igg, if* tfefc 
wilderness, 

And. IJhar^qh sajd,. \%Ri% tfefe^oi^ thafcl; d$*iA 
obey h!a- W^ : tp, le.^ Ingf**) ?, I IwK^tl^taftD, 
Heifer wiUI, l^t J^r^el ..go, 

Aod they said, The God of the Heb^s, . ha^fc fflffc 
with us, : let us c go, ; W^Rraflthee, thi^4aya : jo«r^r,ipto 
*? ^ert^and sacrifice. unto tjie Lo^dou* Qp^s. left he. 
fall upon us with pestilence,, or \lfitflAtbtyQ&p 

And the kin^ of E^ypt sai^jk uaf|0. tjiem* \tfhere/*re 
do ye, Moses and Aaron, Igt tfew^frmifehmrl&Z 
v get ye unto your burdens. 

3 And 
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, m And Pharaoh said, Behold the people of the land now 
are many, and ye make diem rest from their burdens* 

And Pharaoh commanded the same day the task-masters 
of the people, and their officers, saying, 

Ye shall no more give the people straw to make 
bricks as heretofore, let them, go and gather straw for 
themselves. . - 

. And the tale of the bricks which .they did make here* 
tofore, ye shall lay upon them : ye shall not diminish 
aught thereof : for they be idle j therefore they cry, 
saying, Let us go and sacrifice to our Goo. 
, Let there more work be laid upon the men, that they 
may labour therein; and let them not regard vain 
words. , 

And the task-jnastera of the people went out and 
their officers, and .they spake to the people, saying, 
Thus saith Pharaoh, I will not give you straw. . 

Go ye, get you straw where you can find it : yet not 
ughc of your work snail be diminished. 

So the people were scattered abroad throughout all the 
land of Egypt, to gather stubble instead of straw. 

And the task-masters hasted them, saying, Fulfil your 
works 1 , your daily tasks as when there was straw. 

Arid the officers of the children of Israel, which Pha- 
raoh's task-masters had set over them, were beaten, and 
demanded, Wherefore have ye not fulfilled your task ia 
.making brick, both yesterday and to-day, as heretofore I 
« Then ttie officers of the children of Israel came and 
cried unto Pharaoh, saying, Wherefore dealest thou thus 
with thy servants ? 

There is no straw given unto thy servants, and they 
say to* us, Make brick; and behold, thy servants are 
beaten ; but the fault is in thine own people. 
• Bat he said, Ye are idle, ye are idle : therefore ye sayi 
Let us go and do sacrifice to the Lord. 
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* Go therefore now and work ; for there shall tio ■* straw 
be given you, yet shall yt deliver the tale of brides. 

And the officers of the children of Israel did see that 
they' were in evil case after it was sa£d,~ Ye shaH not mirrish 
aught from your bricks of your daily task. 

And they > • met . Motes and Aaron, who stood in ' the 
way, as they^came forth ^rom -Pharaoh. 

4 

And they said untd them, The Lord look 'upon you, 
and judge ; because ye have made our savour to be ab- - 
panred in the eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of his ser- 
vants, to put a sword in their hands to slay us . 
i ;And Moae* returned unto- the Lo kd, and said, Lor d, 
wherefore hast thou so evil intreated this "jyeople ? Why 
^it^attiou^M-'sent 'mW? - *' ' - 

- Far- Wfcc<?4 tetttisM Pharaoh to speak in thy name, he 
hath done evil to this people ; neither hast thou delivered 
tfey people at; all..' -* (4 4 - * 

- —T&ek the -Loai said to ^ Moses, Now shalt thou see 
what I will -do to Phantoh : for with a strong hand shall 
llie let them "go; and" with a strong hand shall he drive 
ihemout of his land. : : " -•• 

-'• And Got) spake unto Moses, and said unto him, I am 
the Lord : 

And I appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto 
•Jacob, by the name of God Almighty ; and by my 
inarae JEHOVAH. Was I not known to them *? 

And I have also established my covenant with them, 
to give them the land of Canaan,' the land of then* pilgri- 
mage wherein they were strangers. 

And I have also heard the groaning of the- children o 
Israel, whom the Egyptians keep in bondage ; and I have 
remembered my covenant. 

* It is the opinion of several good Critics, that this' verse should 
be read interrogatively ; for it is certain, that Qo&was known to 
the patriarch?. by the naune of Jehovah* . 

4 " Wherefore 
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Whpjpfore say , uofp $* ofrMrcn,^ tafel, I am the 
LoRD„ftg4 I w^lj, brittg yo^ou* frjw under die bar- 
d$n*bf the Egygtiiaaa, an4 J toH i& y$u of their bon- 
dage ;. afti I wijl r? d&pt y$u u/iffr A i*»*ci*ed<*ui aw, and 
with great judg»#}Bt^ 

^ftdj, wiH^te ytffr.te me for 4 p*opJe» and I will be 
to you a God : and ye a^lbJtfpifcite*..! an* th* I*9M 
ypurGop, wfejcb kfiag#{i. yo« ftut j&»m. under the bur- 
den& o£ the Jjgyptian*. ,. 

Awl J will fewg ym in trottfth*. kpd». conetraag 
the which I $d,WWs: tftgiffcit ti>i Atafc«n» * Isaac, 
an4 to J^f^f ( and 1 wtfl-.ffa itr yo*. {fo a* Jbtiitbg* j I 

And Moses spake so unto thfidftlAm jof IsrjieJke btft 
fapMyV^i n9tm<l,WfW.fa **&& ptufinW and 

And the Lord spake unto Moses,, tgyjpg* Qp io» 
ajeak unto Ifcara^fe king, opEgflpt* <fc*t be 1st th* ctiil- 
4r*n of Iar^. gp.otttof ftp lajtdt. \ 

&*tit MP^ea #**6 WfW Afr I«o*d ; .. sapi** fetheld 
the children of Israel have not bfea*fceae{i nHQ mtfi 
hqyf t^o sip)} Jfoara$J> l*W ^Wtow of nifctrAun- 
cised lips ? 

£nd. the Lq r d, spake- wta. ¥<*«« anAfH^, Arte* and 
gave, thejp a charge yntg the childiftn of If nud, and tTOtP 
Pharaoh king of Ugypt, to bifag, ifo ofcildfen of kraal 

And tfaeXPft.fr ttfd.Hfitfl: Moses, See, I ksve made 
thee a God to Pharaoh : a*d At*** thy brother. shajl be 
thyprppket. 

, Tkou *Mfc speak all tfret I flomr*a,nd tfcee * and Aaion 
thy brother shall speak unto Pharaoh,, tip* he seftd^the 
children of Israel, out pf his lapd. 

Apd I will harden Pharaoh's hqart, and multiply my 

signs and my wonders in the land of Egypt* 

But 
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But Fhonrcfc dtetT not- hearken tmtfr yOu r Aat I fna} < 
lay my hand opon E^yft, and bring- fbrfh miner armies, 
and. my people'the children* of Israel out of the tend of 
Efgypt by great jafljpnents 1 . .' * 

And the Egyptians sftaWknow* *at lantdieLarRtf, 
when I stretch for A rainr fcmd* iipeta Egfttf,- and Bring 
out the children eif Iferaef from among fheni; 

And'Moserand Aaron d*das*tfte J-okit cflmraamiird 

them) 80^dS4they. - 

And Mows was foowedre years oKH andf Aarorf-fbur- 
•eore asdh three* year* ofcH *ften they spake unto Pha- « 

ANNOTATIONS and. REJECTIONS,, 

The attention, which was at first paid, ta Moses ami 
Aaron, by the Elders of Israel, strengthened their faith, 
and encouraged them to go to the king of Egypt. 

Before we make any remarks on the character of 
Pharaoh, it will be proper tft observe,, that there are de- 
grees of wickedness, and that frrjesumpUiout. sin, which" 
proceeds from wickedness of spirit, and consists* in re- 
proaching the Lojtufc despising His word,, and wilfully 
breaking. His commandments* . is. its last, stage. Pre- 
sumptuous- sin is in Scripture called, the great offence^? 
A presumptuous sinner is justly, regarded of Gor> as am 
ou Least from the race of mankind; for he is* at enmity 
with God and man; and hairing broken the first, law 
of nature, by refusing, obedience to the. Creator* he 
can have no claim to any privileges as icriaiuve* 

It is remarked by the Royal Psalmist};,, thai the Lord 
made known his ways unto Moses,* His acts atttetjie chil- 
dren of Israel., The dispensations of His Providence, 
therefore, towards these his chosen people, demand ow 
attentive consideration,. We find* from different pas- 
sages of Scripture,, (which will be noticed in their turn) 

• Num. xv. 30, 31. f» Ps* xix. 13. J Ps. ciii. 7. 

0.5 th* 
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.that the way of the Lord with pre sumptuous sitmers, is 
either to strike them dead by, some signal judgmeat, or 
jto withdraw ;His grace, and give them up to " a repro- 
bate mindy or a mind void of judgment*," and make 
them unwilling instruments of shewing forth to the 
.world the greatness of that power which they defy. 

Pharaoh was a sinner of this description ; he had re- 
signed his heart to ambition- and avarice, which led. him 
first to injustice and cruelty, and then to a presumptuous 
defiance of the Great Creator of the universe. 

When Moses and Aaron entered into the presence of 
Pharaoh, and delivered, in a solemn manner, a message 
from the Lord Goo, he refused to listen to thena> pre- 
tending that he knew of no such Being as the Lord 
'God, and disclaimed His authority. This was an act of 
presumptuous defiance; and it Sehoved the Lord to 
maintain his own honour. 

Pharaoh's not knowing the Lord was no excuse for 
him : his very ignorance was a sin, because his own 
•reason would have taught him, that there must be a 
Supreme Being ; and if he had not been totally de- 
Void of piety, he would at least have paid attention to 
the persons who professed to be the immediate minis- 
ters of the Supreme Being; and he would have feared 
10 treat with rigour those whom the Lord styled his 
people ; on the contrary, the haughty tyrant resolved ta 
increase his cruelties to the Israelites on this very ac- 
count, and commanded even the messengers of the 
Lord to submit to his yoke. ~ 

• The task imposed on those among the Israelites, who 
nwefe styled officers* was particularly hard ; for they were 
•required to enforce on their brethren the severity of 
the 'cruel monarch. The answer which Pharaoh made 
to theBe unhappy men, when they applied to him for 
redress, shews that he had no clemency in his nature. 

* Rom. i. 28. 

The 
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. The situation of the officers was truly digressing : 
they were enjoined to perform and exact impossibilities. 
They had not yet experienced the wonderful goodness 
of the Lor-, : they had. no Scriptures to support their ' 
ftith, by relations of what had been done for other* 
under the: like circumstances : we cannot then wonder 
that they should, fall into despondency, when they found 
their ease -wow, instead of better,- for the interference 
. af-Mpses and Aaron. This trial was so great* as to 
sjagger the faith even of Moses himself : he could not* 
by his own reason, discover why the Lord should do 
eiyil to the people He had promised to deliver; or why 
he should delay their relief, when every human means 
failed. t T© revive his hope, the Lord graciously vouch- 
safed to inform Moses, what He designed to do, in or- 
der to accomplish the purpose He had before-declared. : 
and that Moses- might not doubt His power to effect it, 
the Lord reminded him. of the excellency* and perfec- 
tion of His Divine nature, enumerating the several 
titles by which He had formerly been known to the 
patriarchs, % 

The name JEHOVAH is synonymous with LORD, 
and the original word is freqyently so. translated in our 
version of the Qld Testament ; it can belong to none 
but God Himself; for it imports, not only eternal exist- 
ence, but omnipotent power, and unchangeable truth. 
By this title? tlje DrviNE Image of God was distin- 
guished, from false deities in the family of Seth* ; and 
tyr this, He revealed Himself to Abraham and Jacob. 

That Moses might not be disheartened by the opposi- 
tion, of Pharaoh,) God intimated to him, that the proud 
king would make grqat resistance ; but that he should 
finally b e subdued. As a farther encouragement Moses 
was assured, (hat God remembered his covenant, and 
attended tp the distresses .-of Hk chosen people. 

* Gon. iv. 26. 

6 Wha 
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What •euld be move .emnfortaWe to she* Israelites, 
tbm the. *e*«b whteh.Goo dictated to Mqses t&speak 
mHQ them ' They contained every thing, that their 
hearts ootid wish* yd. the people, derived do coneoia* 
i&fr bom. them.: harassed with, continual Jabotir, and 
overwhelmed, with, griefc- for their accumulated misfef- 
tfeoca* t^p had no, leisure ta consider the- authenticity 
of the. message which Maset delivered to them, tie 
had as yet <|oiie no. actio engage their confidence ; and 
the. things which. He promised to them, were sock 
as had never, keen dptoe for any nation. In - con si- v 
deration o£- these, circ^mstancee, we may presume, 
Gbr pardoned their unbelief $, for we do not read 
that He expressed any displeasure at their murmur- 
ing*. 

Aa Moses had found on a former occasion> ae- weH ai 
tn^ addressing, the Israelites, the- want of persuasive eJo- ! 

quence* it was natural for him to fear a second repulse 
from the king of Egypt. 

It is observable* that in giving a charge to Moses and 
Aaron, the Lo k d assigned to each of them a distinct 
province*' Moses was to. be the immediate representa- 
tive of Jehovah, invented with authority to demand 
the obedience of Pharaoh ;-;and Aaron to be his prophet* 
or subordinate minister. The Lord Himself engaged 
to perform signs and wonders. 

From she expression I have made thee a 60 d to PharatJh 
We may understand* that every petition which this ob- 
durate king might have occasion to oflfet for respite* 
Jrom time tq time, should be made. to Moses* as the 
Lo*p Himself disdained to hearken to him. That Moses 
and Aaron might not suppose God required of them more 
than they were able to' perform, the Lord acquainted • 
tb*m that they would have nothing to do but to . speak 
and act as He, should from time to time direct 5 and that 

they 
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they n^igbtbe pr^r^4 fer great opposition, He ajs$ 
informed, them, that '* lie sbquld b^rcjsn Pharaoh's 
h&pt v" by whfS& {\ tkiiA) may to understood} aot 
ojiJjf tfp&tthe %*oim> woft& aiw^dan Pharaoh, to his. owja;, 
wicket i^ina^gns,/ bi$ tha> he would; modera{& f<*r a 
time, that part of the punishment annexed to presump*. 
tuous sin, which is emphatically called the terror of the 
Lord ; a kind of instinctive : dread of divine vengeance, 
the very revere of that aotyofatson which the righteous 
often feel, through the influence of the Holy Spirit, in 
Che midst of die heaviest afflictions. 

From the expression, The Eggfdiam. sAatt know that I 

am the honvy it is evident, that they believed in false 

gods ; and the history of ancient times corroborates this 

opinion, for it is related, that they were notorious for num- 

,berless idolatries. . 

We may learn from this lesson, that Goo's delaying 
His mercy is no proof of His having forsaken His ser- 
vants ; that He compassionates their sufferings, and 
draws nearer to them the more they are oppressed, and 
that He bears with their infirmities. These considera- 
tions should incline us to place our trust and confidence 
in Him. 

We also learn .(as the Apostle expresses it) that such 
as do not like to retain God in their knowledge*, he 
,givesoyerto a reprobate mind, or a mind void of un- 
derstanding ; destitute of tjie aid of the Holy Spirit. 
This is the greatest evil t that can be inflicted in tjiisjife, 
for the assistance of the Holy Spirit is absolutely neces- 
sary to help our discernment, in respect to the things 
which belong unto our peace* and to regujate our 
judgment in , all spiritual matters. The person, who is 
deprived of this drvjne guide, however wise, he may be in 
worldly matters, abuses his reason in religious concerns, 

'* 8em,i. 38. 
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atod commits the greatest enormities. While we arc 
willing to retain Goi> in our knowledge, there is no fear 
that He will abandon us* Let onr will therefore ever 
co-operate with His grace ; and T)e it our earnest and 
daily prayer to God, that He may not take his Hour 
SprRrx from us ! 

SECTION LXL 

THE"RODs' TURNED IN S O SERPEKtS' THE WATER 

TO RKEO INTO BLOOD. 

'. From Exodus > Chap. yu* 

AN'D the Lord spake unto Moses, and unto Aaron, 

saying, : ,.../..... . t , , . -/ 

When Pharaoh shall Speak unto you, saying, Shew a 
miracle for you - 9 then thou shalt say unto Aaron, Take 
thy rod and cast it before Pharaoh, and it shall become 
a serpent. - : 

And Moses and Aaron went^n unto Pharaoh, and 
they did so as the Lord had cpm,manded : and Aaron 
cast down his rod before Pharaoh, and before his servants, 
and it became a serpent. 

Then Pharaoh also called the wise men and the sorce- 
rers ; now the magicians of Egypt, they also did in like 
manner with their enchantments. 

For they cast down eyery man his rod, and they became 
serpents, but, Aaron's rod s u alio wed up their rods. 

And he hardened Pharaoh's heart, that he hearkened 
not unto them ; as the Lord had said. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Pharaoh's heart ia 
hardened, he refuseth to let the people go.. „ 

Get thee unto Pharaoh in the mornings lo,.he goethout 
unto the water ; and thou shalt stand by the river's bank 
against fie come ; and the rod which was turned to a ser- 
pent shalt thou take in fhinie halid. 
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And thou shalt say unto him, The Lo rd God of he- 
Hebrews hath sent me unto thee, saying, Let my people go 
that they may serve me* in the wilderness ; and behold, 
hitherto thou wouldest not hear. 

Thus saith the Lord, In this thou shalt know that I am 
the Lord : behold,I will smite with the rod that is in mine 
hand upon the waters which are in the river, and they shall 
be turned to blood. 

And the fish that is in the river shall die, and the river 
shall stink ; and the Egyptians shall loath to drink of the 
water of the river. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, « Say unto Aaron, 
Take thy rod, and stretch out thine hand upon the wa- 
ters of Egypt, upon their streams, upon their rivers, and 
upon their ponds, and upon all their pools of water, that 
they may become blood : and that there may be blood 
throughout all the land of Egypt, both in vessels of wood 
and in vessels of stone. 

And Moses and Aaron did so, as the Lo u d command. 

ed : and he lift up the rod and smote the waters that were 

• in the river, in the sight of Pharaoh, and in the sight o£ 

his servants ; and all the waters that were in the river were. 

turned to blood. 

And the fish that was in the river died, and the river, 
stank, and the Egyptians could not drink of the water of 
the river ; and there was blood throughout all the land of 
Egypt. 

And the magicians of Egypt did so *with their enchant- 
ments ; and Pharaoh's heart was hardened, neither did 
he hearken unto them ; as the Lord had said. And Pha- 
raoh turned and went, into his house, neither did he set his 
heart to this also. 

And all the Egyptians digged round about the river for, 
water to drink ; for they could not drink of the water of 
the river, ..,.-. 

* ANNOTATIONS 
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. Al^NOTATIQNS an*, RE?I^CT?IrQ#& 

It was observed in the Jast section, that those who 
openly opposed the Lord Subject themselves to the- 
dreadful punishment of being '* given up to a mind void, 
of judgment.** In this condition was Pharaoh ; he dis- 
dained to obey the voice of the Lord God; on which 
account Divine grace was withheld, ffora him, and he 
had no guile of his actions but human reason, blinded 
by pride and prejudice ; in consequence of which those 
very circumstances, which had a direct tendency to excite 
in a religions- mind sentiments of reverence and devotion, 
hardened his heart, and strengthened the wicked resolution 
hehad formed. 

. As the Lord foresaw that Pharaoh would require a mi- 
racle to be /wrought, in confirmation of the mission of Mas- 
ses and Aaron, he directed them how to proceed ip this 
case. 

By sending for the magicians, Pharaoh expressly defied 
the Lord. We are told by St. Paul, that 'these persons, 
were named Jannes and Jambres : that they were men of 
corrupt minds, and resisted the truth*. 

It is evidently beyond the reach of human art to turn 
rods into serpents, and we can not suppose that the Su- 
preme Gov ernor of the universe would permit any in- 
ferior Being whatever to alter the works of his hands : 
we must therefore ascribe the miracle which appeared 
to be wrought by the magicians to Divine flower, not to 

' * It has been inferred from several texts in Scripture, that signs , 
*04 wonders could he wrought by the Devil and his agents. These , 
must have been mere delusions, and indeed they are coiled" lying 
wonders. " fteal mkaclqs could only bg wrought by the power of 
Oon. How far God suffered devils t« deceive their worshippers 
for their punishment is unknown to us. See Deut xiii. 1. — Matt 
xxiv. 24.-2 Thess. ii, 9. 

theif 



( 305 ) 

their cflctoMtoftc* *f]a> catsiog their rods, a*> weB 
aa titi& of Aaron V to be transformed, in order to- be 
swallowed up by bit* the L*a.o. strongly, intimated' His 
owq supremacy oifer thor idols. B*it Pharaoh «o*ld 
not discern the power of the Lor d, for his foolish heart 
was fiill afc bamdi oft (i»d, pride, umnmifttam, raa- 
Ijpjonanett, audi other? tnsiigoattl passions, with which 
the I^ovk* S#i%i* wtUmotdwefl ;: therefore Go** wkh- 
Jtte&fais grftce, and' Pbaraeb/* heap was ofr course luer- 
dened r< , ." 

v The mimlo whkb is neat recorded wa* equally 
^SS^Wfhipg.; for what fast be more defiant; thus tbe 
#<&}&* #9U Q ft *#* flt>w* through, the veins audi arfsv 
IJM °£ JiwpgjaiHinaJt, and. the;, oieosent of water b Tkm 
ch*ng$ isp* cer^ftlp b*ypn4 tbe eaiigscian* 1 art*t0 dfeot, 
pr,e#ea tfcaj of *e 4*nc*s, wJtae aid: they maf.be.4up- 
goaqd^tp. hjwe.Jn¥oJtod. 

The changing of the TOtertntoUos^ ao&fcil}in£ the 
fish, was a very heavy judgment upon the Egyptians ; 
as they 'abstained from eating most kind of animals, 
drank scarcely any ttyng onf water* and fed greatly up- 
on fish. But though the power of the Creator was 
so eiwfaady. displayed in this miracJe* urn find that 
Pharaoh still refused to obey the voice of the Lord. 

As the miracles, recorded hi this section, were 
wroqgfy to Drove, tljatr the), pivine. Beiqg^ wh$R we 
c^ God, is the Supreme Lord,,. we shpu)4 i£$a?d 
them aa. evidences of this, important truth. 

By changing inanimate sticks in|;Q Hying repti|ps 
Goo demonstrated, that no creature is of any particular 
order or species, by necessity! or merely hy a regular 
course of nature, but according to hjs, will. How thanje- 
ftd tjien, should those be wjio are pla$e4 in, such a, rank 

••%TiofcUfc.8. 
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iin.^he creation, as* enables them to coateasplate his wod- 

•drous works,, and to hold communion with Him on 

earth ; • and who enjoy a weir founded hope that tbey 

shall, after death, be happy in his presence for ever in 

. heaven ! f 

Water, is bestowed by the bountiful Creator, in snch 

abundance, t^hat few experience the want of*it tiftfe dis- 

.tressing degiee ; .but, let us imagine t& ousel Ves^ what 

.would be. our unhappy condition, should- this element, 

so necessary to our comfort and refreshment, be sud- 

-ydenly changed into blood,' or; taken from us ! We learn, 

irora this section before us, that the Cr^tor lias 'power 

-to; alter it as he'jsees fjt,'and lie -can" as' easily take it 

jftway £ let us'ithen be very careful- not to> ; provoke* God, 

^o. deprive iius^ x£ so uffaltfable ff blessing* or 'tttrri it into 

-a curse 5 and let : us reflect <tffl 'the riernberles* benefits 

we derive from water, that we -may be- thankful for. 

'Gov 1 a goodness in bestowing if. -' ' y ' tV 

. -■ TH* Ffi&GtOVft *>*" JPROGS, LJC;ES Afcl* FLIES". 

' 'And seven days were fulfilled,' after rhat the /Lord 
'had smitten the river. ' ' ^V !:' . ' "' '" " ° '"' 

And the Lokd" spake unto Moses, Go unto Pharaoh, 

and say unto him, Thus saith the Lord, Let my people 

go, that they may serve me. 

And if thou refuse to let .them go, behold 1 1 will smite 
'all thy borders with frogs. 
: And the river : shall bring forth frogs abundantly, 

which shall go up and come into thine house, and into 

thy bed-chamber, and upon thy bed, and into the house 
*-. of 



of thy servants, and upon thy people, and into thy ovens, 
and into thy kneading*troughs. 

t • * 

And the frogs shall come up both upon thee, and upon, 
thy people, and upon all thy servants. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, Say unto Aaron* 
Stretch forth thine hand with thy rod over the streams,. 
over the rivers, and over the ponds, and cause frogs to 
come up upon the land of Egypt. 

And Aaron stretched out his hand over the waters of 
Egypt : and the frogs came up, and covered the land of 

Egypt* 

" And the magicians did so with their enchantments* 
and Drought up frogs upon the land of Egypt. . 

Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron, and said, 
Intreat the Loud, that he may take away the frogs froim 
me, and from my people ; and I will let the people go, 
that they may do sacrifice unto the Lord. 

And Moses said unto PJbaraoh, Glory over me : when 
shall I entreat for- thee, janpl for thy servants, , and for 
thy people, to destroy the frogs from thee and thy houses 
that they may remain in the river Only* ., 

And he said, To-morrow. And he said, Be it accord* 
ing to thy word : that thou mayest know, that there is 
none like unto the. Lor i> our Goi>. 

And the frogs shall depart from thee, and from thy. 
houses, and from thy servants, and from thy people \ they 
shall remain in the river only. 

And Moses and Aaron went out from Pharaoh ; and 
Moses cried unto the Lobld, because of the frogs which' 
he .had brought against Pharaoh. 

And the Loud did according to the word of % Moses i 
and the frogs died out of jjjje houses, out of the villages, 
and out of the fields. 

And they gathered them together upon heaps; and 

the 
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the land stank. But when Pharaoh saw that there was 
respite, he hardened his heart, and hearkened not unto 
them: as the Lord had said. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Say unto Aaron, 
Stretch out thy rod, and smite the dust of the land, tjiat 
it may become lice throughout all the land of Egypt. 

And they did so: for Aaron stretched out his hand 
with -his rod, and smote the dust of the earth, and it be- 
came lice in man and in beast :' and the dust of the landL 
became lice throughout ali the land of Egypt. , 

And, the magicians did so with their enchantments, 
to bring forth lice, but they could not: SO there were 
lice upon man, <aad* upon beast. 

'Then the magicians said unto Pharaoh, This is the 
finger of God*: and Pharaoh's heart was hardened, and' 
he hearkened not unto them $ a* the Loud, had said. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Rise uj> earjy in the 
rttofning, and stand hefdre| Pharaoh ; (lo, he Cometh 
fdrth tb the water:) and' say ufltp hirti, *!ttius saith the/ 
E.O* dV Let toy people go, that they may serve me * • 

Else, if thou wilV iiot let my people g>, behold, I 
will send swarms of flies Upon thee, and upon thy ser- 
vants; and Upon thy people, and into, thy houses-;, and 
the houses of the Egyptians shall be full of. siyarjhs of 
flies, and 4 also the ground whereon they are. 

And 1 will sever in that day the fend of Goshen, t in 
which my people dwell, that no 6 warms of flies. 6hall' 
be there ; to the end thou mayest know, that 1 am the^ 
Lord ifr-tfie midst of the earth. 

And I will put a division between my people and thy 
people ; to-morrow shall this sign be. 

And' the Lord did' so:'*knd there came a. grievous 
swarm of flies into the house of Pharaoh, and into his 
servants houses, and into alt the land of Egypt ; the 
land was corrupted by reason of the swarms of flies. 

And 
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And Pharaoh called for Moses, and Aaron, and 
said, Go ye sacrifice to your God in the land. 

And Moses said, it is not meet so to do ; for we ahal} 
sacrifice ttie abomination of the Egyptians to the Lqr*j 
our God ; lo, shall we sacrifice the abomination of the 
Egyptians before their eyes, and will they not stone us ? 

We wity -go three days journey into the wilderness, 
and sacrifice to the Loan our God# as he shall com- , 

maod ua. 

And Pharaoh said, I will let you go, that ye. may &&> 
criftce to the Loa n your Goo iu the wilderness ; only 
ye shall -not; .go *very far away : intreat for me. 

And. Moeea said, Behold, I .go out from thee, and I 
\vill intreat the Lord, that the swarms of flies -may de- 
part from Pharaoh* from his servants, and from "his 'peo- 
ple, to-morrow: but let not Pharaoh .deal deceitfully 
any more, in not letting the people go to sacrifice to 
the Lord. % 

And Mores went out from* Pharaoh, and iotreated the 
Lord. 

And the Lord did according to the word. of Moses; 
and he removed the swarm* of flies from Phacaoh, from 
his s£rva#t*» and; from bis pegpk : there remained not 
one. 

And Pbaraqh bapdcjMd hi* heart at this ttme.ajUo, 
neither would he let the people go. . 

* 

AHNQTATI<M*S *mp REFLECTIONS. 

The same that has been said respecting fhe changing 
"6f the water may be applied to the plague of frogs/ It 
is manifest, that neither the r magiciahs nor their idpls pos- 
sessed miraculous power, or it would hate been displayed 
in 'driving the frogs, Jlles^ and lice away ; but instead of 
their being useful in this respect, Pharaoh was under the 

necessity 
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necessity of intreating Moses and Aaron to supplicate 
the Lord, in order to obtain deliverance, yet he shew- 
ed no signs of repentance He gave way to the power 
of the Lord, only because he was at that instant sensi- 
ble of his own comparative weakness ; but he felt no 
remorse or sorrow for his wickedness and presumption.' 
1 What a triumph had Moses and Aaron ! The haughty 
tyrant, who a few days before' had commanded them to 
work as his slaves, now becomes a supplicant to them 
for mercy ! 

By hearkening to the prayer of Moses, in behalf of 
Pharaoh, the Lord greatly honoured his minister. 
Well might Moses say ironically, to Pharaoh, " Glory 



over m?. 9 * 



The Lord was pleased to suffer Pharaoh to name the 
exact time at which the plague of frogs should be re- 
moved ; and it is observable, that the king did not en- 
treat that it might immediately cease, but mentioned 
the morrow ; from which may be inferred, that he was 
unwilling to owe any thing to the Lord, supposing that 
the frogs woulcl go of themselves by that time. The 
event ' agreeing with Pharaoh's own appointment, prov- 
ed that all was the work of God. If Pharaoh had not 
had " a mind votd of judgment" surely these wonders 
would have convinced him, that there is none like unto 
the Lord God. .j . . - : 

By the dust, we may understand those light particles 
of earth, which l beiiTg raised imperceptibly by the air, 
are only, tq be seen in, the sun beams > and which, as 
they fall, lodge on every substance that^is in the way to 
receive them ; even these, changed into vermin, must 
have been very tormenting; and how wonderful was 
the transformation! Who but the Creator could ef- 
fect it ? '•-.-, 
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It is to be observed, ' that' when Aaron smote the 
earth, tf//the dust of the land, of Egypt became lice. 
The efforts of the magicians must therefore have been 
directed against the land of Goshen, in which the Israel- 
ites dwelt. Here they were compelled to acknowledge 
publicly a Divine power ; but even the testimony of the 
Egyptian pnests * was not sufficient to soften the proud 
lietirt of Pharaoh, who g,ive a convincing proof of the 
Lord's prescience,' by opposing all conviction, as He 
had foretold. ,: Though it is not mentioned before, we 
may reasonably conclude that a distinction was, from 
the Jirsty made between the Israelites and the Egyptians* 
The former did not deny the Loud to be God. He 
had chosen them 5 as* his peculiar people ; and such ca- 
lamities as were sent upon the Egyptians, added to their 
other afflictions, would have driven them to downright 
despair ; besides the Egyptians could not Tiave discerned 
the 'finger of God, had his own people been fellow-suf- 
ferers with them. - • 

It is likely that Pharaoh and his subjects would have 
regarded it as the effect of chance ; and that even the 
Israelites themselves might have overlooked the mercy} 
'had'' not the Lord expressly called them to observe' the 
difference he made between them. 

The plague of flies was a very distressing one, as 
may be easily conceived, if we consider that there are a 
number of species of insects that go under this denomi- 
nation ; most of which have powers ■'of tormenting 
either by venomous stings, which £ive intolerable pain ; 
'or disagreeable ' bufciings, that are extremely disturbing. 
The Psalmist observes, that the Egyptians' were «* de- 
voured with jtiesf;" and they certainty must have suf- 
». -' ■-■ ' -i - . • •»'••.■•' ' • 

"* The magicians were idolatrous priests. '•" ••-«* *'• < ' 
' • ' r +• Ps. Ixxviii* 43. 

fered 
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fered great anguish from them, or the , haughty Phartoh 
would not have relented. 

On this occasion, he stipulated that $her Israelite* shouM 
not go out of his land ; which .shews that he retained 
the same principle of oppression , which had^hithortoiaou- 
at&i him to treat thorn with rigour*. 
t The Egyptians idolized those animal* which die m. 
triarchy offered in sacrifice, and of . course wpuid ha*» 
taken great offence, afc seeing any of the 4ock* and herds 
oiffered in sacrifices to ,the Lqki>. Frpm the question 
of Moses, "< Shall we sacrifice the abomination t pf $i* 
Egyptian* bef are their gp, . and ,*mt'dl they not stone. ;w ?* 
we may infer that sacrifices had been -Qinitted by the 
Israelites during the Egyptian bondage ; . the rite how«¥er 
was not forgotten, . - s ^ t \ . 

, Though frogs aire in ^general harmless creatufss, and 
it is Bxgieat mark of. weakness to -he terrified at theia, 
they a*e certaisvly very , disagi^eabje in houses. Our 
merciful Creator, who, in all parts of the world, hat 
shewn a. tender regard for the welfare .of j»anktnd, -has 
so disposed, this, * and many other species of noxious 
creatures, that they ,gjve,\no annoyance to ua^ bax> on 
the •' contrary, prove benenoaj, by feeding on wfcai 
would render stagnated waters., prejudicial .to our bcakh. 
Yet haw apt are. we now ,to jorerlook these marks of his 
kindness ! The miracle we are now amsidering* is cal- 
culated to awaken, in our hearts, proper sqntitaents ; 
therefore, while, we .rejoice,- that we have .not. frogs in 
pur chambers* io:our- b*e^»»|ifl our kneading^ .troughs, and 
our oven*; j»t us j.emerpber. jl^atitJ%p9RjWhobreserY.e«'' 
us ftorn.sidis4rcs»in#an evil, -...,, ♦;,-'.. 
• We have eqpal reason. tQr be grateful, for .Gop's good, 
ness in renpect to noisome insects, which seldom abound, 
except where ..ekanUnefS. i*, wanting; nor shoujd we be 

unthankful 
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unthankful to his provHaaoe, for keeping 119 from blinsj. 
devoured by JIUt. There it got an insect in qgnigt haw* 
ever small and insignificant many kinds may/ agpfcaiy but 14 
capable, by an jnunotjer^te increase in number* of being* a 
plague to manjund. 

It ia impossible to refect 00 the power of tfce€*B AT*)* 
and the love which He display* toward* the Jiumaa nace, 
even in matters, which, to the inatteofcre, appeaf of tittle/ 
importance, without feeing a tho#Q*g)i conviction* *fc*i 
He must undoubtedly be the greatest and best of $fe$gft,: 
Let us, therefore, te ever ready to *&aowfc4ge Coj>, *s 
the Loan of the whole creation ; and, *a Wb* tetastjefS 
Him our willing homa^f>. ^ 
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SECTION IXIII, "• 

1 1 

T*IJ£ PX.ACT7£^ OF MURRAIN, BOILS' AtfD BLAiy$> 

AND HAIL* 

.rfcwrf Exodus, Chap. ix. 

TfiE3t the Lord said unto Moses, Go in unto Pharaoh, 
and tell hiip, Thus saith the* Lord Go* of the Hebrews, 
Xet my people go, that they may serve me. 

For if thou, refuse to let them go, and wilt hold them 

Behold, the hand of the Lou £> is upon thy cattle which 
is in the field, upon the horses, upon the asses, upon the 
camels, upon the oxen, and .upon the sheep : there shall 
be a:very grievous murrain. 

And the Lord shall sever between the cattle of Israel 
and the cattle of Egypt ; and there shall nothing die of 
all that is the children's of Israel. 

And the Lord appointed a set time, saying, To- 
morrow the Lord shall do this thing in the land. And 

Vol.1, p the 



tljp Lb fife did; that thing on the mora)w, v anfL4tt ihe 
callfe^ of Egypt died; but of the cattle of the children 
of Israel dietf not one. 

t* And Pharaoh sent, and behold, there was not one of 
the catde of the Israelites dead. And the heart of Pba- . 
rank was "hardened, and he did no* let the people go* 
, -And the Loa o said unto Moses, and unto Aaron, 
Take to you bandfuls of ashei of the furnace, and let 
Mokes*'' sprinkle-' it toward the heaven in the sight of 
Pharafch: 

-And it shall become 'small dust in. all the land of. 
Egypt, and shall be a boil breaking forth with bhrins, 
upon man, and upon beast throughout all the land of 
Egypt. 

And they took ashes of the furnace, and stood before 
Pharaoh ; and Moses sprinkled it up toward heaven : 
and it became a boil breaking forth with blains upon man, 
and^upon beast. 

And the magicians could not stand before Moses, be- 
cause of the boil : for the, boil was upon the magicians, 
and upon all the Egyptians. 

And the Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh, and he 
hearkened not unto them ; as the Lord had spoken unto 
Moses. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Rise up early in the 
morning, and stand before Pharaoh, and say unto him, 
Thus saith the Lord Go© of the Hebrews; Let my 
people go, that they may serve me. 

For I wil) at this time send all my plagues upon thine 
heart, and upon thy servants, and upon thy people: 
that thou mayest know, that there is none like me. in 
all the earth. ' 

> For now I will stretch out my hand, that 1 may smite 
thee and thy people with pestilence ; and thou shalt be 

cut off from! the; earth. 

And 
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And ift-Ywy deed for this cause hare I raised thee up, 
for to shew tor thee my power: and that my name may be 
declared throughout- all the earth. As yet exaltest thou 
thyself against toy people, that thou wilt hot let them 
go ? 

Behold, to-mdrrow about this time, I will cause it 
to rain a very grievous hail, such as hath dot been ia 
Egypt, since the foundation thereof even until now. 

* Send therefore now, and gather thy cattle, and all that 
thou hast in the- field : for upon every man and beast 
which shall be found in the field, and shall not be brought 
home, the hail shall come down upon them, and they shall 
die. 

He that feared the word of the Lord among the ser- 
vants of Pharaoh, made his servants and his cattle flee into 
the houses. And he that regarded not the word of the 
Lord, left his servants and his cattle in. the field. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Stretch forth thine 
hand toward heaven, that there may he hail in all the 
land of Egypt, upon man, and upon beast, and upon every 
herb in the field, throughout the land of Egypt. 

And Moses stretched forth his rod toward , heaven ; 
and the Lord sent thunder and hail, and the fire ran 
along upon the ground; and the Lord rained hail upon 
the land of Egypt* 

So there was hail, and fire mingled with the hail, very 
grievous, such as there was none like it in all the land of 
Egypt, since it became, a nation. 

And the hail smote throughout all the landiof Egypt all 
' that was in the field, both man and beast: and the hail 
smote every herb of the field, and brake every tree of the 
field. - 

Only in the land of Goshen, where the children of Is! 

rael were, was there no hail. ♦ 

And Pharaoh sent, and called for Moses' and Aaron, 
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and said unto Aejn, I hare sinned this time: fy Loja* 
is righteous, ?#d I and my people are wicked. 

Jntreat thp Lbaife (for it is* enough) that there be no 
more mighty t^underiugs and hail; and. J will let you 
go, and ye shall stay no longer. 

And Moses, said unto him, Aa soon as I ajm £<W «W* 
of the city, I will spr&ad abroad my hands unto the Lord ; 
and the thunder shall cease* neither shall there be any 
more hail j that thou mayest know* how, that the earth if 
the Lord's, 

- But as for tfyee and thy servants, I lpapy that .je will 
not fear the Lord God. , Aod the flax and tbe.barjcy 
was smitten ; for the barley was in the ear, and the flax 
was boiled. But the wheat and the rye were not amine/) : 
fpr they were not grown up. 

And Moses went put of the city from Pharaoh* and 
spread abroad his hands unto the Lord : and the thun- 
ders £i}d h^il ceased, and the rain was not poured upoo 
the earth. 

And when Pharaoh saw; that the rain, and the hail* 
smd the thunders yere ceased, he sinned yet more, and 
hardened his he^rt, he and his servants. 

And the heart of Pharaoh was hardened, neither would 
he let the children of Israel .go ; as the Lord had spokes 
by Moses. *' 

Thpujfytbe Egyptians did. not feed upoo the flesh of 
oxen, calces, &c. cattle were of great value to them \ 
some kino's i^r carrying burdens, .others on account oi 
their milk, and some as idols ; it must therefore have 
Ijeen a beay ! y pu^hmep^ to them to Iqse t^iese ciea- 
tures,' 

The text'oay.9, ail, the cattle of Egypt died ; meaning 

all 
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*ll *hkh 'had the Murraik, By cntfing ftem off fa 
thii maimer, the IfOftD evidently proven* thai «* *ff M* 
Jnufe af the field are hit K", 

It appears very hard, that poor animal* should have 
suffered for the sins df awn $ but a* Gob's tender mer- 
. cies are over all Hfc works, and the catde codd hot 
have committed arty offence against Him, we may be 
Obtain diat the lioito *o ordered the judgment as to 
inflict tess pam on those which died, than thev would 
have endured had their lives been prolonged. 

The plague of boils must have been a veiijr afflictive 
one, fdr they were of the most painful and rancors f 
kind; and it -is remarkable, that the magician* seem 
to have been tormCntetf by them; to the; greatest 4*g r «^*t 
<and that ra consequence, of thelfo thejr yielded the con- 
test, which they &ad hitherto carrfea ot>, with Moses, an* 
Aaron : by this circumstance the supremacy of the L6*rd $< 
Got> of the Hebrews* over the idojs of Egypt, was made 
jaianileat. 

The stoim, which the Loro derft upon the Egyptians* 
was the moredreadfuJ to then*,: because ia Egypt k is a 
very uncommon thing to see rain, much less haU, The 
Psalmist has gtveri a very ptaeti* discrifftion of this judg- 
ment t "He destroyed the vines .with kttit, and the xjpeat 
mare tree* with frost ; He, gave vfi the cattle *ho to the 
hail, and the,fioehs -it hot vhuhderAoht J-. " And from the 
account which this section gives of it, we find that God 
employed three elements against Pharaoh, the air in the 
thunder, the water in the haife and thejfrc in the lightning g 
*H jointly demonstrating ,that the Goj» of Israel is the 
God of nature. 

We find, from this section, as well as the foregoing 
ones, that* so far from impelling or inclining Pharaoh to 

* Psalm I. 10. f See Deut xxviii. 27. % P* Uxviii. 47, 48. 
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justice to reclaim him. He never sent a judgment vpoo 
Egypt without first warning Pharaoh of it, and inform- 
ing him for what end it was. designed ; and if the Xanld 
with-held his. restraining grace* k was only as a friend 
with-hblds his advice from one who refeses to be in- 
fluenced by it ; and who, in order to prevent mischief 
from falling upon the innocent, redoubles his lewd- 
ness to those whom the other strives to injure. Had 
Pharaoh drawn nigh to God, Goo would have drawn 

-nigh to him *. 

The plague of boils was of such a nature, that had 
«ot the Lord* who sent it, healed those who were af- 
flicted, it would have proved fatal; bat it was his will 
to prolong the life of Pharaoh, in-order to make him a 
farther instrument of displaying His Divine power. 

There was a remarkable discrimination made among 
the people of Egypt, in respect to the xalamitfes occa- 

• sioned by the storm of hail, which affected the property 
of those only who did nofcregarcl the word of the Lord. 
.This strongly intimated that Gbi> was disposed to shew 
mercy to them. 

Though (as has been observed before) the Lord 
moderated in Pharaoh and his people : that terror with 
which He generally torments the minds of presumptu- 
ous sinners, so as to enable them to endure reiterated 
judgments, the king was not totally exempt from it. 
The' mighty thundering* awakened, in Pharaoh's mind, 
a sense of guilt, and extorted a confession from him, 

.that the Lord was righteous, and he and his people 
wicked ; but his fear was very different from that which 
rs described to be the beginning of wisdom +. It was 
no more than a temporary dread of divine rengeance, 

* James iv. 8;' f Prov. i.'7. 
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WgeHijg. ty*h J*#K%<4y»;^ «* reHeffrflnv $%, 

. yrhp alone couM; giy,e jty, It ffid not F9$ u ,c? -J^ 1 "^? 

. and godly sorrow* ,. TJie mercy of poD,. ; which should 
£ave led f$m to*. repenVuice, served but to hardej( his 
heart, and jnake bin. more obdurate ; M >yhi^b.i*. the 
usual effect of. pUyine^ mercy upon those, .who,, Jgr j>rp- 
yoJting, Qpp to withdraw the aid of His Ho,i,Y T $?*£jr, 
jubject themselves to the influence v . of . that ( malignant 
Being* whose delight it; is to make mankind i|ngrateful 

, to their Almighty Benefactor* ' •.:..-' 

This seetion teaches, us, that the Lord, cm wound 
$nd oan heal *. That an extraordinary mortality; among 
cattle is : designed by hini as a punishment tct meo ; that 
the elements of air, fire, and water, are. uncjer IJjs di- 

-rectipn: that, the thunder roars, and the lightning .flies, 
at his command; that the most violent storm ceases -at 
his bidding; and that he , employs all these, for the 

.chastisement and reformation of wicked princes and 
nations. It also informs us, that . it is sometimes the 
'way of the Lord to avert these evils from individuals, 

•when he sepds judgments on.a^Jypg and people in ge- 

. aeral» Let us therefore acknowledge Him, as the God 
qf the whole earth : and, ever keep in mind, that His 
mercy is over them that fear Him* .~ 

SECTION LXIV. 

♦THE PLAGUES OF LOCUSTS AND DARK KfiSS. 

From £xodus, Chafa x. 

And the Lord *aid unto Moses, Go iri unto 'rnar&oKi 
for I have hardened his heart, and the hearts 5 ' of 1 his ser- 
vants ; that I might shew these my signs' ' before him : 
" And that thou mayest tell m the ears of thy son, and 

* Deot. xxarii. $0. 
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i6f Ay stttfs son, what things I have wrought in 
\flfflft-ffljr #gn* Mirdl I 'hate dctte atnorigst them : that ^ 
' flfcy khoW, ht>w that I Mi Ae La R d . 

And Afttoef Aid' Aaron tame in unto Pharaoh, and 

•said unto fc(m, Thus saith the Lord Cod of the He- 

"^fctfs^ #6*r long wih thon teftree to nuirtble thyself 

u Mbte ntc > Let nty Jfedfffe gd, that t*% ittay sefve me. 

' " She, if thou refasetb let Yny ^pedplfe go, tfehtrid, td- 

riiorreiif will t bring the l&custstoto thy coasts. 

And they shall cover the i fax of the earth; that one 
Cannot :i be aide to set the* cSfth? and they shall eat the 
T'ejsiAue of that Which is escape, yhlch remaineth tint* 
4 yOuirbfn the hail, and slid] eat ttrety tree which grower^ 
Mtayouonttftnefkld. < ' - 

yL ' Ji Aid they* snafl fell tfty houfcta, arid the houses of all 
thy striatic*, and tfce nouses of all ifcfe Agyfctfons ; which 
'neither thy fathers, nor thy fathefs* fathers hare seen, 
' since" Ae "day that they Wereupoti the earth, unto thb 
day. And he turhei hinYsfclf, and Went tout from Pha- 
raoh. 

And Pharaoh's seriants tM uttto him, How long shall 
AtiiB man De a tfhaVe unfo Xfe? let the ttieli gb; that they 
may^erveih'eLdkE* theif God 5 KncnVest thou notjft 
that Egypt is destroyed f ' . 

And Moses and Aaron were brought again unto 
Pharaoh : and he Mid unto them, Go, serve the Lord- 
your God s tat who ace they that shall g ft ? 

And Moses said, we will go with our young and 
with our old, with • out sons and' with our daughters, 
with fqr ^flocks and with our herds will w* go : for we 
oust bp^ a. feast unto the Lord. 

And be said unto them, Let the. Lord be so with 
vou, as X will let you go . and your little ones: look to 
it? for evil is before you. 
Not so : go now ye 4hat aremeo, and serve the Lor d ; 

Tor 
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for that you did desire. And they were driven out 
from PHbraoh't pretence. 

And the Lord said utito Moses, Stretch out thine 
hand over the land of Egypt For thtf locusts, that they 
may come up upon the land of Egypt, and eat every 
herb of the land, even all that the hail hath left. - 

And Modes stretched forth his rod- over the land of 
Egypt, and the Lord brought an east-Wind itybn the 
laird all that day and all that night: and when it wa« 
flaorniogv fcfoe east wmdbroaght the locusts! 

And the locusts went up over all tfre land of Egypt, - 
and rested in all the coasts of Egypt : very grievous were 
they ; before them there were no sucli locusts as they, 
neither after them shall be 6uch. 

For they covered the face of the wnofe earth, so* that, 
the land was darkened ; and they' dfd eat every herb of 
the land, and all the fruit df the trees which the hail 
had left: and} there remained ntit any green thing ia 
the trees,* Or in the herbs of the field through all .the 
land of Egypt. ' « 

Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron ia. haste ; 
and he said, I have sinned against tne Lord your God, 
and against you,' ' • 

Now therefore forgive, J pray thee, my sin only that 
once, and intreat the Lord your Gop, .tha* he may tak* 
away from me this death only. Ami he wefct ottt froat> 
Pharaoh, and intreated the Lord. -* ■ « 

And the Lord turned a mighty strong weft-wind,* 
which took away the locusts, and qast tfrein jsto the 
Red Sea^: there remained nor one Jpcast ia all thr 
coasts of Egypt. 

But the Lord hardened \Pharaoh , »8 heart* 50 that be 
would not let the children of Israel go* 

And the Lord said unto ,Mos&s,.. ^ue^ch, out tbine 
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hand toward heaven, that there may be darkness oyer 
the land of Egyt ; even darkness which may be felt. 

And Mpses stretched forth his 1iand towards heaven : 
and there was a thick darkness in all the; land of Egypt 
three days * ^ ' • . . 

They saw not one another, neither rose any from hi« 
place for three days ; but all the children of Israel had 
light in their dwellings. 

And Pharaoh called unto. Moses, and said* Go w, 

p. • * ~ 

serve the Lord : only iet your flocks and your herds be 
stayed ; let yoar little ones also go with you* 

And Moses said, Thou, must give also sacrifices, and 
burnt-offerings, that we may sacrifice unto the Lord 
our God. 

Our cattle also shall go with us ; there shall not an 
hoof be left behind : for ^thereof must we take to serve 
the Lord our God? and we know not with what we 
must serve the Lord, until we come thither* 

But the Lord hardened Pharaoh's heart, and he 
would not let them go. 

ANNOTATIONS amd REFLECTIONS. 

ft 

In the beginning of this section, we find the Lord 
again repeating to Moses, that he had hardened^ the heart 
cf Pharaoh and ail his servants ;-• it is evident that this 
expression (as we observed before) must not be taken ia 
the sente which the words at the first view seem to 
convey i the true meaning in this place appears to be, 
tii at God' had given them up to obduracy,' and, instead 
of cutting them off, would continue to endue them with 
bodily strength to sustain . the various plagues and_ tor- 
ments, which, for the . sake of maintaining His own 
fconour in the world, He should bring upon them. 

If we call to jnind^tte variety of afflictions which 

were. 
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vrere 9 in a short space of time, successively sent upon the 
Egyptians, and that in particular they had lately beAi 
afflicted with a putrid disorder, which must hare weak- 
ened them greatly ; we may easily conceive, that unless 
the principle of animal Bfe (which seems to be here meaftt 
"by the heart) had been hardened, nature mutt hafre sunk 
beneath such a pressure of calamity. Under these cir- 
cumstances the Egyptians were very unfit to encounter 
the horrbrs of a tremendous storm, which was calcu- 
lated to occasion the most violent agitation of spirits. ' 
It is observable, that all the threateninjgs sent from 
iGod to Pharaoh, we're conditional.* Let mu people go r 8c6.. 
—-else; if thou refuse— I will bring, &c-^from whence we 
may infer, that PJiaraohM <wtH was free, and that-Tie^Iiad 
no injustice to complain- of, but would have 1 found 'par- 
don if he had- repented. It should likewise be. remarked, 
that he had time allowed him fbr> reflection, between 
one judgment and ^another, and generally «- a* day and 
night ; but the longer the - respite that • was*, granted 
him, the more obdurate he became, Sometime*, in- 
deed, he seemed inclined to comply, in party with what 
.was required of him, but he never did tjiii from a prin- 
ciple of obedience to God, for he was resolutely -bent 
to maintain hi*, own right to die services of those* whom 
the LotD claimed 'as His own" peculiar people, which 
wit exalting' himself against Gob. 

Locusts are a species of very' devouring irisects. Tra- 
vellers * inform us that they fly in the air all compact 
together, like a vast cloud, sometimes fifteen or eighteen 
miles long, and about ten or twelve miles broad, so that 
they quite darken the sky, and' make the brightest day 
obscure; and thai wherever they alight; fhey devour aH 

the corn in an hour's tmie, and frequently make a famine 

» ' • ■- * ' • 

* See $ackbous* on the JBibte, in th* Notes, 
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jp the ; country, These insects 49 not live, afeore aye 
-fpoptfys, apd.ighen {hey are dWjd^ the atencji of t^em «o 
.{ptfpptft qpd ijaiepts tjbe air, that it very pfjen breeds 
, f^atyleaass. The prophet Joel call* the; Ioa^i t &g *<&**- 
:#$&C 4¥*4 $f &fa*r T w4m$ 0ot*'s> £rA# «mg^ which he 
:pends J ?$rcn > g;<a; wicked and rebejlipus. people*. Aft ojt- 
.c^nar^lccuafcis described by an ancient naturalist* as so 
&tf& tfrat. it can kill a serpent* by taking, it fast by the 
jaw^. au$ biting, it to 4ea,th. . How formidable then must 
thoj^pf, %ypjt ^re appeared, which were aqchaa had 
*pGfler,h*en. sew before 1 no v that $hey -worn creafe£ on 
.purpose to, be a plague to Pfiaraoh and the Egyptian*, 
,{far it appears that they came with a strong, east wind 
.fronVfa-xlistaaat country, most likely a place which bad 
jifjfeff bean jofiafeueji by mankind y but they certainly 
,Were directed jay .•* diyinf impulse to visit these coasts. 
,.. Tbeie is, something in thejhotjghts etf famine so Tery 
ahockujg, thjft no person, who properfy reflects* would 
^willingly, expose himself to its horrors. Pharaoh covhi 
j?ot a*oj4 seeing that this jdratdfoi evil >m coming fast 
pym rhinj,*nd his people. The Jannsts defraurcd, widi 
4ttppi|httg rapacity, the vegetables, which made a 
fFigcigfet fwt of , -their fooct Every hour'a •delay in* 
leased -the danger $ therefore, impelled hy fear of the 
*f#W pi &* l40Juo> he tfotreated Mntes and Aaron to 
implore forgiveness for hio> b& H soon appeared that he 
hacj' no true penjtmev, The I^a b's mercy, like the 
&nda5*/ jo/ a. teflfloj; fftjief to a Jfcrofiigare son, served 
joinjy tp ha?cto* him- «*& «P*c to sesist hie will ^and 
cofntpan4R, 

. T^e pla^e^ whisk foBewed was mow dreattiql thaa 
any which had X$*. ty?fi n *s«* ft 04 only an atcoupt of its 
duration, ^ut the*? is ♦ flfcknurity in darkness, which 
naturally fills the mind with awe. That which fell upon 

••'•'* Joel ii. 25, 

- * Egypt 



( *2* ) 

Egypt was, as the author of the Book of Wisdom in* 
forms us, attended with unusual horrors*; and when 
we consider that those inward comfort* which religion 
inspires J(the only succours of reason) were withdrawn, 
we may easily suppose, that fear magnified every veal 
danger, and. created many imaginary ones. The terror 
pf the Lord, was now sent forth upon those who defied 
f Him, producing. ail the horrors- of an evil conscience.— 
*' Over them was, spread an heavy night, an image; of 
that darkness which should afterwards receive them ; 
but yet were they unto themselves more grievous' than the 
darkness." 

*• The .Israelites might have taken the opportunity of 
•departing during the Egyptian • darkness, but the Loao 
would not permit them to .steal away, as He intended 
to deliver them from bondage, in a triumphant man- 
ner. 

After what fcas been said concerning the other 
plagues of Egypt, it is the less necessary to point out 
the instruction which the present section is designed to 
convey.* The wonders it relates furnished additional 
proofs J of the omnipotency of the Lord, of his great 
forbearance towards sinners, and of his goodness to 
those who fear and worship him. 

It roay, however, be proper to observe, that the t race 
of* insects which proved so destructive to the Egyptians 
is not extinct,; as formidable an army of them as nwag. 
ed that country, would soon collect, and annoy our qwo, 
-should' the Cr£at-ok shew his power for. that purpose, 
£nd he has myriads besides of different species, all ca- 
pable of doing great mischief to the produce of the fields 
and gardens ; (even those minute ones which occasion 
blights and mildew are considered a« important evils.) 

* Book of Wisdom, xyj. This chapter may* be read b«^e as 
» commentary on' tUitiP^rt of StacFedjiistpr^ , . . 
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Let us therefore humbly beseech God to forbid their 
approach ; and let us never forget to be thankful to Him, 
for preserving to us the fruits of the earth* 

It is God alone that dispensed* light* and darkness, 
and though He has established the courses of the hea- 
venly bodies; so that the sun and moon mark a regular 
succession of days and nights, months and years, He 
undoubtedly can, even without subvening the plan 
which His wisdom has formed, make darkness like noon 
day, and noon like the shadow of death, in any part of 
the world. We ought, therefore, to be thankful to His 
providence for the light of the sun and moon, and en- 
deavour to live so conformably to • his holy will, that 
we may nsfrer provoke Him to send upon us, such dread- 
ful visitations as struck dismay and terror into the minds 
of the most hardened sinners. 



sEcrroNLXv.' 

THE LORD'S LAST MESSAGE TO PHARAOH. 

From Exodus, Chap. x. and xi. 

An p the Lord said unto Moses, Yet will I bring 
one plague more upon Pharaoh and upon Egypt ; after- 
wards he will let you go hence: when he shall let you 
go, he shall surely thrust you out hence altogether. 

Speak now in the ears of the people, and let every 
man borrow of his' neighbour, and 4 every woman of her 
neighbour, jewels of silver, and jewels of gold. 

And the Lord gave the people favour in the sight 
of the Egyptians. Moreover, the man Moses was very 
great in the land of Egypt, in the sight of Pharaoh's ser- 
vants, and in the sight of the people. 

And Moses said, Thus saith the * Lord, About' mid- 
night will I go out into the midst of Egypt : 

And. 
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' And all the first-born to the land of Egypt shall die* 
froth the first-born of Pharaoh that sitteth upon his 
throne, even unto the first-bom of the riiaid- servant that 
is behind the mill .; and all the first-bom of beasts. 

- And there shall be a great cry throughout all the land 
of Egypt, such as there was none like it, nor shall be like 
it any more. 

- But against any of the children of Israel shall not a 
dog move his tongue, against man or beast ; that ye may 
know, how that the Lord doth put a difference between 
the Egyptians and Israel. 

And all these thy servants shall come down unto me, 
- and bow down themselves unto me, saying,. Get thee out, 
and all the people that follow thee ; and after that I wjll- 
go out. . . * • . 

And Pharaoh said unto him, Get thee from me, take 
heed to thyself, see my face no more 5 for in that day 
thou seest my face, thou shalt die. 

And Moses said, Thou hast spoken well, I will see 
tby face again no more. And he went out from Pharaoh 
in great anger. 

And the. Lord said unto Moses, Pharaoh shall not 
hearken unto you ; 'that my wonders -may be multiplied 
in the land of Egypt. 

And Moses and Aaron did all these wonders before 
Pharaoh: and the Lojt,n hardened Pharaoh's heart* so 
that he would not let the children of Israel go out of 
his land. - * • ^ . 

ANNOTATIONS ^and REFLECTIONS. 

By the former plagues the Lord had demonstrated 
that all nature was. .at his command; that the liyes of. 
animals depended on His will* and that he could send, 
health or disease on mankind 3s it iseemed good in^ His 
sight. He next resolved to prove, that he had .equal 

power 
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power over the Hves of mankind, by inflicting' that pu- 
nishment which he had before threatened *. 

It seems to be intimated in this section, that some of 
the Egyptians were so affected by the judgment* they 
had endured, that they feared to refuse any thing which 
Motes or the Israelites should require of them ; at least 
they wished to be rid of a people, whose detention had 
been the cause of so much distress to their country. 
Pharaoh, however, continued obstinately resolved not to 
obey the Lord: and instead of humbling himself, re- 
ceived, with the most furious rage,, the awful message ] 
which Moses, delivered to him. 

The apostle St. Paul observes, that it is one effect of 
impiety to deaden the tender affections of the soul f ; 
and the passage before us affords a striking proof of this 
assertion* Pharaoh had sufficient reason to believe that 
the Lord w.*s able to do what he threatened ; and, if 
his heart had been susceptible of the usual emotions of 
parental Igve* he would readily have made a sacrifice of 
his pride to save the life of his child ; the same may be 
said of his subjects. 

The expression,- the Lord hardened Pharaoh 9 s heart* 
is frequently repeated, perhaps to keep in mind, that 
unlets he had been strengthened, as- has been before ob- 
' served, he could not have maintained such along con- 
test with Omnipotence. It is certain, that Moses did 
not suppose that God had doomed Pharaoh to commit 
evil, and suffer for it, for hi frequently admonished 
iiim to obey the command of the Lord ; and' repeatedly 
intreated the Lord to deliver him from the plagues ; this 
would have been a mockery of God, nay, an act of pre* 
snmptiofirm Moses, if he had been convinced, that Gob 
Himself prevented Pharaoh's compliance, on purpose «• 
bring him to destruction. 
* Sec Sectuw Ivui. f Rom. i. 3i. ** Withsvt JttUural s&ctianj" 
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We learn front this Section, thtft the death of chil* 
^ren is soraetirifes meant as a divine chastisement to pa* 
rents. In respect to the Egyptians, it was most likely 
designed as a punishment for bringing up theirs to defy 
the Lob: d God of the Hebrews. If then we nave any 
clesire to preserve the lives of Our children, let us be 
careful not to offend the Lord by any flagrant act of 
impiety ourselves ; or encourage ift Our dfFspring trfe 
practice of any vice, .that may provoke Him to cut 
them off in the morning of their days. 

SECTION LXVI. 

rmt i*Birr*uT*ON o* taz f Asfmx* 
From Exodus, Chafl. xii* 

And the Load spake unto Moses and Aaron in the 
land of Egypt, saying, This month shall be unto you 
the 4ttgjpnniqg of months : it «hatt be the -first month of 
the year to yon. 

Speak ye unto all the congregation' of Israel, saying. 
In tiie tenth day of this month they shall take to them 
every man a lamb, according' to the house -of theiWa- 
thers, a lamb for an house. 

And tf the household be too little for the bmb» let 
him and his neighbour next unto his house take it, ae T 
cording to the number of. tl*e souls ; every man ac- 
cording to his mating, shall make your count for the 
lamb. ' 

Your l*mb shall t>e without blemish, a male of the 
first year : yo shall take it out from the sheep, «r front 
the goats. • . 4 ; 

Afid ye ehail keep it up until the fourteenth day of the 
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same.monjh ; and the wJUofc ^ssembly t pf the congrega- 
tion of Israel shall lull k in the evening. 

And they shall take of the, bjoo<j» and strike it on the 
two side posts, and on the. upper doorpost of the houses 
wherein they shall eat it. 

And they shall ea$ the flesh, in that night ; roast with 
fire, and unleavened bread, >apd with bitter herbs they 
shall eat it. Eat not. of it raw, nor sodden at all with 
water, but roast with fire ; hjs head with his legs, and 
with the pnrtenance thereof. 

And ye shall let nothing, of it remain until the morn- 
ing : and that which rem sine th of it until the morning, 
ye shall burn with fire. 

And thus shall ye eat it ; with your loins girded, your 
shoes on your feet, and yQur stgff in your hand : and ye 
shall eat it in haste ; it is the Lord's passover* 

For I will pass through the land of Egypt this night, 
and will smite al), the first-born in the land of Egypt, 
both man and beast : and against ill the gods of Egypt 
I will execute judgment; I am the Lord. 
-' And the blood shall be t«> you for a' token lipon the 
houses where you are : and when I see the blood, I will 
pass over you, and the plague shall not' be upon you to 
destroy you, when I smite the land of Egypt. - 
' And this day shall be unto you for a memorial ; and 
ye shall keep it a feast to the Lord throughout your 
generations; ye shall keep it a feast by an ordinance for 
ever. 

Then Moses called for all the elders of Israel, and 
said unto them, Draw out and take you a lamb ac- 
cording to your families, and kill the passover. 
' And ye shall take a bunch of hyssop, and dip it in 
the blood that is in the bason, and strike the lintel and 
the two side-posts with the blood that is in the bason } 
and none of you shall go. out at the door of his. house 

* until the morning. 

For 
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For the Lord will pass Afough to smite the Egyp- 
tians: and when he seeth the 1 btibd upon the lintel and 
on the two side-posts, theLoftD will pass over the door, 
and will not suffer the destroyer* to come in urito your 
'houses to smite you. 

" And ye shall observe this thing for an ordinance t« 
thee, and to thy sons forever. 

And it shall come to pass, when ye be come to the 
land which the Lord will* give you, according as he 
hath promised, that ye shall keep this service. 

And it shall come to pass, when your children shall 
.say unto you, What mean ye by this service ? 

That ye shall say, It is the sacrifice of the Lord's 
passover, who passed over the houses of the children of 
Israel in Egypt, when he smote the Egyptians, and de- 
livered our houses. And the people bowed the head 
and worshipped. 

And the children of Israel went away, and did as the 
i,ORD had commanded Moses and Aaron, so did they. 



* 



. ANNOTATIONS anb REFLECTION^ 

Though the Israelites were not presumptuous or firo- 
Jane, like the Egyptians, they were yet sinners, and hav- 
ing, as such, incurred the penalty of death*, they had 
no claim 7 to divine favour, neither could they redeem 
themselves. But God graciously determined, of His 
own bountiful mercy, before the foundation of the 
world, to pardon all those who would repent of their 
sins, believe, fear, and trust in Him, and obey his Di- 
vine commands ; and ordained that the promised seed of 
the woman should satisfy His justice, and make atone- 
ment for the sins of the whole race of mankind, by 
submitting to a voluntary death for their redemption* 

* Rom. ri. 23. 

< . The 
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The time for this sacrifice was yet at a very graft 
distance, when Israel was about to be delivered from 
Egyptian bondage 5 but as that deliverance was designed 
to be a type of the greater deliverance from the bond- 
age of^in ; and also a pledge to assure his faithful ser- 
vants of the certainty pf it $ the Lord instituted the 
fiassovtr 9 as a representation of the great sacrifice to be 
made in the fulness of time. 

It was a very significant regulation, that in respect 
to ecclesiastical affairs, every succeeding year should 
commence with the solemnization of a rite which inti- 
mated -a redemption from death, through the mercy of 
God. • 

The passover was instituted about the beginning of 
our March, which prefigured, that the Redeemer of 
the world should suffer in that month: before the in- 
stitution of the paasover, the Israelites began to date the 
new year from the middle of September, and still cor*, 
tiaue to do so in civil concerns. 

It was required that every hooshdld should kill a 
lamb for itself, that each individual might have an op- 
portunity of expressing his faitn in God's promises, by 
jbining in that divine ordinance, which was a token of 
his intended mercy to them. 

A Lamb without blemish was a fit emblem of a Sa- 
viour who would live a life of perfect' innocence and 
holiness, Tt'he Lord's commanding the Lamb to be 
slain, indicated, that He, having appointed death to be 
the punishment of sin, it was necessary, for the satis- 
faction of divine justice, that this penalty shoufd be paid 
by the Redtmer, of whom the Lamb was a type or re- 
presentation ; and the sprinkling of the blood served at 
once to testify the faith of the Israelite's, and to mtirrifite 
the efficacy of the blood of the .Redeemer. 

The paschal lamb was slain before Israel was delivered 

out. 
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•ut of Egypt, to signify, that the Saviour must suffer be- 
fore maokmd could be delivered from the bondage of sin. 
It was killed before the law of Moses, or the sacrifices of 
Aaron were enjoined, to shew, that deliverance comes to 
the human race only through the Redeemer. 

The manner in which the Israelites were required to eat 
the passover, was calculated to bring to their remem- 
brance, in future, the situation they were in when* they 
eat it the first time. 

The lamb was roasted with fire, to denote (as is sup- 
posed) the dreadful pains which the Redeemer would 
suffer. Unleavened bread was an emblem of sincerity 
and truth*, as bitter herbs were pf repentance and mpr- 
, tification. 

This rite was to be observed for cper* that is to say, 
as long 3? the Mosaic dispensation should last ; we shall 
find by the New Testament, that it was no longer obli- 
gatory after Christ was slain. 

It is needless to enlarge farther on. the, subject qf.the 
Jewish passx>v«b. as the. rite is abolished; Ch&jstj the 
true paschal lamb y has been slain for the redemption of 
the world, -through whom alone Cblfstiafla are to look 
for. salvation ; but it may be useful to us to reflect 09 
the wonderful goodness, and mercy of God, in' appoint* 
xHg a mean whereby atonement might be made for sin a 
and an interest in the blood of the Redeemer secured, 
long before tie eame to lay down his life as a ransom, 
for mankind. 

It is observable, that the Israelites were commanded 
to instruct their children in the meaning of this rite, 
from whence may be inferred, that it is the duty of 
christian parents to explain to their children the mean- 
ing of that institution, which is now substituted in the 

* 1 Cor. v. a. 

place 
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place of the passover. Yet how Jtiaqyare suffered to 
grow up in total ignorance of that Holy Sacrament, 
which was ordained to keep up a constant r remem* 
bra nee of w hat has been dime for them ! 



SECTION LXVI1. 

THE DEPARTURE OF TH£ (SKAELXTEt* 

From Exodus, Chap., xii. and xiii. 

And it came to pass that at mid-night the Lor» 
smote all the first-born in the land of Egypt, from the 
first-born of Pharaoh that sat on his throne, unto- the 
firstborn of the captive that was in the dungeon ; and all 
the -first-born of cattle. 

And Pharaoh rose up in the night, he and all his ser- 
vants, and all the Egyptians ; and there was a great 
cry in Egypt ; for there was not a house where there 
was not*one dead. 

And Pharadh calfcd for Moses and Aaron by night, 
and said, Rise up, and get you forth from among my 
people, both ye and the children of Israel : and go, 
serve the Lord, as ye have said. 

• Alto take your flocks, and your herds, as ye have said, 
and be gone, and bless me also. ' 

And the Egyptians were urgent upon the' people that 
they might send them our of the land in haste : for they 
said,.WebealldeadTflen. . 

And the people took their dough before it was lea- 
vened, their kneading -troughs being bound up in their 
clothes upon their shoulders. 

And the children of Israel did according'to the word 
«>f Moses ; and they borrowed of the Egyptians jewels 
of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment. 

And 
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And the Lord gave the people favor in the sight of 
the -Egyptiansy^a that they lent unto them such things 
as they required : aqd they spoiled the Egyptians. 

And the children of Israel journeyed from Rameses 
to Succoth, about six hundred thousand on foot that* 
were men, besides children. 

And a mixed multitude went up also with them; and 
flocks, and herds, even very much cattle. 

And they baked unleavened cakes of the dough which 
they brought forth out. of Egypt, for it was not leaven-" 
ed : because they were thrust out of Egypt, and could 
not tarry, neither had they prepared for themselves any 
victual. 

Now the sojourning of the children of Israel, who 
-dwelt in Egypt, was four hundred and thirty years. 

And it came to pass, at the. end of the four hundred 
and thirty years, even the selfsame day it came to pass, 
that all the hosts of the Lor d went out from the land 
of Egypt. 

: It is a night to be much observed unto the Lord for 
bringing them out from the land of Egypt ; this is that 
night of the Lord to be observed of all the children of 
srael in their generations. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Sanctify 
onto me all the first-born among the children of Israel 
both of man and of beast ; it is mine. 

And Moses said unto the people, Remember this day 
in which ye came out from Egypt, out of the house of 
bondage; for by strength of hand the Lord brought 
you out from this place : there shall no leavened bread 
be eaten. 

This day came ye out in the month Abib. And it 
shall be when the Lord shall bring thee into the land 
of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, 
and the Hivites, and the Jebusites, which he sware 

unt 
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unto thy father* to give thee, a land flowing with soffit 
apd honey* that tho.u, shall keep this service- in this 
month. 

§ev«n dajFS shalt thou, eat unleavened bread, and is 
the sevetttb 4ay shall be a feast to the Lor p. 

Unleavened bread shall be eaten seven days : and 
there shall no : leavened bread be seen with thee, neither 
stiall there be leaven seen with thee , in all thy quarters. 

And tbou shalt shew thy son in that day* saying. This 
is done Ijpcajise .of that which the Lord did unto me. 
When I came forth out of Egypt. 

And it sfe41 be for a sign unto thee upon thine hand 
and for a memorial between thine eyes ; that the 
Lord's law may j?e in thy mouth: for with a strong 
hand hath the Lord brought thee out of Egypt. 

Thou shalt therf fore keep this ordinance in his sea- 
son ft-Qm year to year. 

And it shall he when thy son asked) thee in time to 
come, saying, What is this ? that thou shalt say* uoto 
Him, By strength, of hand the Lord brought us out from 
Egypt, from the house of bondage. 

And it came to pass, wheri Pharaoh- would hardjy let 
us go, that the Lord slew all the first-born in the land 
of Egypt, both the first-born of man and the first-born 
of beast ; therefore I sacrifice to the Lord all the first* 
bcrn, being males, but all the first-born of my children I 
redeem* 

*) 
ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

We may suppose that Moses delivered the Lord's 
message to Pharaoh on the same day that he directed the 
Israelites to separate the lambs for the passover, which 
was several days before the last plague was tent upon 
Egypt, so that the Egyptians had sufficient time to reflect 

upon 
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appn the dinger' to which they exposed themselves, by 
detaining God's people ; but while the Israelites, with 
faith and devotit expectation, prepared for their depar- 
ture, Pharaoh and his presumptuous subjects went on 
encouraging each other, in an obstinate defiance of the 
threatenings of that great Being, who had already fully 
demonstrated to them, that He is possessed of omntpo* 
fence* There was something so foolish in this conduct, 
that there is no accounting for it' in any other way than 
by imputing it to a want of that Divine principle, 
which, as has been before observed, is necessary to re- 
gulate human reason, a nd prevent the passions from ob- 
taining an ascendancy over it. It is evident that Pha* 
raoh did not,* on this occasion, make a proper use of hit 
reasoning faculty, or he must have discerned the folly 
ef opposing the will of the Lord'God. ^ 

Of all the judgments that had ^et been inflicted upon 
the Egyptians, none was equal in its effects and dura- 
tion to the death of their first-born. . This was calculated 
to recal that tenderness which jmpiety, by raising tur- 
bulent passions in the mind, had in a manner oblite- 
rated; and at the same time to mortify the pride of 
those 1 who exalted themselves against €fot>j as it de- 
prived them of the principal hope of their family, the 
-first-born son; he who was to succeed hid fjither in ho* 
nour and estate, and support that pride which aspired 
to domineer even over the people, wjiom Goo had ho- 
noured with: the' title of His own first born. The other 
plagues Were but temporary evifs in comparison with 
this. The river now no longer fjowed with blood, but 
yielded again the ' refreshing element of water. The 
houses of the Egyptians were cleansed from noisome 
reptiles, their bodies from vermin, the flies which de- 
voured them were dead, and the land wato purified from 
the corruption which they had occasioned. The loss 

Vol. I*. Q of 
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of cattle which they had sustained by t&* murrain might 
be repaired by purchase, and subsequent increase. 
Health was restored to their bodies ; the tempest was 
past, and the air again serene j future crops of flax and 
barley might supply the. deficiencies, which the hail 
and fire had made ; and the quick growth of vegetables 
promised a restoration of the herds of the field ; the ] 

army of locusts was no more ; and trees, would again ^ 

shoot forth their leaves, and^ bear fruit. 

The dark ne 88 was such as had never before been 
known, and might possibly never be known again* 
But who could restore to life their Jirstlorn ? What 
could recompense them for the loss of their children ? \ 

The afflicted parents could not console themselves with 
the thought," that their beloved , offspring were removed j 

to a world of bliss, where they might hope to meet 
them again in glory, crowned with immortality 5 on 
thej contrary, their sorrow was aggravated by the 
"terror of the Lord," which seized their minds, 
and filled them with fearful apprehension that the ven- 
geance, of an offended God would soon fall on their 
own heads' 

It was one part of God's denunciation against. the 
Egyptians*, that he would execute judgment against 
all the gods of Egypt. 

As the Egyptians originally descended from Misraim, 
the grandson of Noah, they must originally have had 
the knowledge of the Lord among them* nor had they 
totally lost- it in the <lays of Abraham and Isaac ; but 
by degrees they fell into trie ^grossest idolatry ; and, be- 
sides a number of idols, which they called celestial and 
terrestrial gods, they paid adoration to bmte animals ; 
and that to so ,great a variety, that in almost every town 
or village they worshipped different idols; which waa 

* See Section kiv, 

often 
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often the cause of bitter quarrels, and toinetimes of 
dangerous wars. They paid divine honours to the 
lion, the bull, the sheep, the goat, the qat, the dog, the 
ibis, the wolf, the crocodile, and many others. If any 
person killed one of the sacred animals designedly, he 
was punished with immediate death; these animals 
were fed at great expence while living ; and, when they 
died, the Egyptians went into deep mourning, and 
lamented them as if they had been their dearest chil- 
dren. These, in all probability, were the beasts that 
died in- the last plague, (the gods of Egypt) and not 
the cattle of the field. In this account of the idolatries 
of the Egyptians, we see, that, as the apostle expresses, 
" Though they knew God, they glorified Him not as 
God, but changed the glory of the uncorruptible Goo 
(even his own express Image) for four-footed beasts 
and creeping things ; the truth of God into a lie ; ho- 
nouring the creature more than the Creator, who is 
fclessed for evermore* 1" 

The prediction, which Moses delivered to Pharaoh, 
was now fulfilled-]-. His own proud heart was'htmv* 
bled, and his people were urgent to send the Israelites 
out of their land; they at leqgth acknowledged then* 
to be the people of God:}:, and willingly furnished 
them with such things as might be necessary to add 
splendour to the sacrifice they were going to make io 
the wilderness. 

At first sight it appears a dishonourable act in the Is- 
raelites to borrow of the Egyptians what they could have 
^io intention to return ; but we must consider, that they 
did it by the express command of Goo, and that all 
things in this world are properly His' } He created, go- 
verns, and sustains the universe, therefore may justly 
take from one, and give to another, as His infinite wis- 
dom sees proper. And it appears afterwards, that the 
M Horn, i. f See Suction lxiii. + Sec S*ctign Ixv. 
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treasure's collected on this occasion were- to be used in 
^he Lord's Sanctuary. Besides as Egypt and her proud 
•king had forfeited all pretensions to God's bounty, by 
*n open defiance of His power, we cannot wonder that 
He should, deprive them of the riches of which they 
were so utterjy unworthy* 

With what joy must the Israelites have seized the 
long wished-for opportunity; of escaping from such bar- 
harou8 oppressors! 

\ Raraesds was the chief city in Goshen ; Snccoth was 
about twelve miles from it : here the Israelites stopped 
so review their company. 

yhe mixed multitude are supposed , to have, been 
strangers of different nations, who Hved in Egypt 5 and 
who, having seen : the wonders-, which were wrought 
for the deliverance of cthe Israelites, resolved to accom- 
pany the&vwith a view to the improvement of their 
own fortune. 

To sanctify, signifies to set apart for holy purposes; 
it was very, proper, that the Israelites should have a re- 
ligious Kite, to call to their, remembrance the great 
mercy of Gjod, in sparing their first born, when those 
of Egypt were destroyed j and tfrat.they should inform 
their sons of this memorable deliverance, and' endea- 
vour to excite in their minda love and reverence to- 
wards the great Author of it. In respect to keeping 
the passover, the Jews have been so far obedient to 
God's command, that they have never abolished it; 
nay, those who have lived since the promulgation of 
Christianity, have been particularly tenacious of this 
Rite; and, believing that the Redeemer is not yet come, 
of whom the Paschal Lamb was a type, they stHl con- 
tinue to observe the solemnity, as well as their present 
circumstances will admit of. The manner of their 
keeping it is this. On die sabbath day previous to the 
passover, the Jews have a sermon preached in their sy*- 

gogue 



( 8*i) 

jogue on the paschal lamb ; *od two days afterwards 
all their furniture must be washed dean.; tjiey search, 
their houses that no leavened bread may be found*, and 
are extremely scrupulous in making up the unleavened 
bread. Most commonly the .master of the house makes 
it ; and if any of it falls to the ground* the dogs ajo4 
cats are not suffered to eat it. It must be kneaded in a place; 
where the sun does not shine ; and the cake, which used 
formerly to be given to the priests, is burned to ashes. 

They are obliged to ait at a table like persons in 
haste to begin a journey, in memqry of their jdeparture 
from Egypt. The master of the family is- surrounded 
by his children and domestic?, when some cakes jad 
part of a lamb are set before them.; they are; then *trwd 
with a composition of fruits, in a pie, made in the fan& 
if a brick, in remembrance of the bricks majfe.by their 
ancestors in Xgypt, They afterwards *u bijrter* herbs* 
in reajuembrance of the bitterness of Egyptian bondage^ 
aad the shoulder of a lamb being held up im a dash* the 
master of she house repeats the following weeds: Be$ 
hold the bread of sorrow and oppressions which our fort* 
fathers did once eat in Egypt ; let him that is hungry draw 
near and eat j this is the sacfifiee of the paschal Jamb* 
This, ceoemony being over, a hymn is song by all th# 
company present : and when they come to that part; 
mentioning the ten plagues of Egypt, they pour a littlt 
wine on the groin*}, washing that: those plagues may be 
far removed from them; then lacy , drink osTtfee wine, 
and finish, the hymn. The master of the house, then 
washes his hands in clean water, and. breaking one of 
she cakes, presents a part of it to each of the. guests $ 
this being done, they begin to eat the .lamb; and what 
is left must be burnt; and the ceremony 'concludes with 
a glass of wine. 

In this account of the method, in which the modern 

Q 3 Jews 
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Jew* celebrate the passoVer, we may observe a great te* 
semblance of the original institution; and when we 
consider in what a wonderful manner the Jews, who 
.were formerly a large united body of people, have been 
dispersed, and what obstructions their religion hath met 
With, it is astonishing to think, that they have preserved 
*ny of their -ceremonies. 

The feast of the passover * was calculated to furnish 
an incontestable proof to succeeding generations, thai 
«ich an event, as the deliverance of Israel, had hap- 
pened, because it must have been ordained in the life- 
time of those who had escaped from the Egyptian bon- \ 
<k8Je 5 'tMf ^however ; their descendants might have lis- ] 
itBed t6 fabulous tales, they never could have believed j 
that! they themselves had, firom - their very "infancy, ob- 
served a ceremony in commemoration of a thing, of 

which they mtd never before heard j nor would Moses 

* ♦ 
inqre been no feplish as to attempt to introduce this rite 

id' remembrance of inlggiftary transactions* and to ap* 

jieal to- the knowledge and experience of six hundred 

thousand men> each of whom could have proved him an 

» ^ \ ■ 

impostor, •*.••* 

. W* find, from tHU section, that the "lives of children 
/ > tre jo the handLof Gov 3*. and ,that he can in an instant 
of time' frustrate the Ambitious 'views .of those, who 
tfeink :only of the c wi»rldly*' prosperity of their offspring. 
Jt should therefore be ^he tender parent's care, to live a 
J»fe of pfety hitoself, va*d to dedicate* from the earliest 
j&ft&cy* not only :• his-.jfctf born, \>$b .every dear child, 
»htim,is:giwmfcim, to the service of God, as Christians 
Jwre: tfce blessed '0pp<miinity of doing, ia the sacrament 
«f.bapttsrr% without excluding them, from the -comma* 
offices b£ life* 1/ .... 

* ■ - ! 

* Lesleys plain and.easy Method witlj. the J$ws. 
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SECTION LXVIII. 

THB ISRAELITES*? ASS THbOVGtf THE RED SEA—- THE 

EGYPTIANS DROWNED. * 

From Exodus, Chap. xiit. and xiv. 

And it came to pass, when Pharaoh had let the peo- 
ple go, that God led them not through the way of the 
land of the Philistines, although that was near ; for Go d 
*aid, Lest peradventure the people repent when they see 
war, and they return to Egypt. 

But God led the people about, through the way of 
the wilderness of the. Red Sea, And the children of 
Israel went up, harnessed *, out of the land of Egypt. 

And Moses took (he bones of Joseph with hiai ; for 
' lie had ttraitly sworn the children of Israel, saying, Go u 
will surely visit yau, and ye shall carry up my bones 
away hence with you. 

And they took their journey from Succoth, and en- 
camped in Etham, in the edge of the wilderness. . 

And the Lord went before them by day in a pillar 
t)f a cloud, to lead them in the way ; and by night in a 
pillar of fire, to give them light ; to go by day and 
night. 

He took not away the pillar of the cloud by day, nor 
the pillar of fire by night, from before the people. And 
the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 

Speak unto the children of Israel that they turn and 
encamp before Pi-hahiroth, between Migdol and the sea, 
over against Baat-zephon : before it shall ye encamp by 
v the sea. 

For Pharaoh will say of the children of Israel, They 

* Or five in a rank. Margin of the Bible* 
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are intangled in the land, the wilderness hath shut 
them in. 

And 1 will hardenTharaoh's heart, that he shall fol- 
low after them : and I will be honoured upon Pharaoh, 
and upon aJI his host j that the Egyptians may know that 
I am the Lord. And they did so. 

And it was told the king of Egypt that the people 
fled : and the heart of Pharaoh and of his servants was 
turned against the people, and they said, Why have we 
done this, that we have let Israel go from serving us ? 

And he made ready his chariot, and took his people 
with him. And he took six hundred chosen chariots, 
and all the chariots of Egypt, and captains over every 
one of them. .„ 

And the Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh* king 

of Egypt, and he pursued after the children of Israel; 

* . a °<* the children of Israel went out with an high hand. 

i But the Egyptians pursued after them, (all the horse* 

j and chariots of Pharaoh, and his horsemen, and his 

army), and overtook them encamping by the sea, beside- 

Pi-bahiroth, before Baal-zephon. 

And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the children of Israel 
lifted up their eyes, and behold the Egyptians marched 
after them; and they were sore afraid; and the chil- 
dren of Israel cried out unto the Lord. 

And they said unto Moses, Because there yrtre no 
graves in Egypt, hast thou taken us away to die in the 
wilderness ; wherefore hast thou dealt thus with us, to 
^carry us forth put of Egypt ? 

Is not this the word that we did tell thee in Egypt, 
saying, Let us alone, that we may serve the Egyptians? 
for it had been better for us to serve the Egyptians, than 
that we should die in the wilderness. 

And Moses said unto the people, Fear ye not, stand 
, still, and see the salvation of the Loro, which he will 

' s shew 
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•hew to you to-day: for the Egyptian! whom ye hate 
*een to-day, ye dhall see them again no more for ever. 

• The Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your 
peace. And the Lord said unto Moses, Wherefore 
criest thou unto me ? Speak unto the children of Israel, 
that they go forward. « 

But lift thou up thy rod, and stretch out thine hand 
over the sea, and divide it : and the children of Irael 
shall go on dry ground through the midst of the sea. 

. And I, behold, I will harden the hearts of the Egyp- 
tians, and they shall follow them: and I will get me 
honour upon Pharaoh, and upon all his host, upon his 
chariots and Upon his horsemen. 

• And the Egyptians shall know that I am' the Lord, 
when I have gotten me honour upon Pharaoh, and upon 
his chariots, and upon his horsemen. 

And the Angel of God, which went before the camp 
of Israel, removed and went behind them, and the pil 
lar of the cloud went from before their face, and stood 
behind them. 

And it came between the camp of the Egyptians 
and the camp of Israel; and it .was a cloud and dark- 
ness to them, but it gave light by night to the r se 5 so. 
that the one came not near the other all the night. 

And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea : and 
the Lord caused the sea to go back jby 3 strong east 
wind all that night, and 'made the sea dry land, und the 
waters were divided. 

And the children of Israel went into. the midst of the 
sea upon the dry ground : and the waters were a wall 
unto them on their right hand and oft their left. 
. And the Egyptians pursued, and went' in after them 
tb the midst of the sea, even -all l Phsrrtoh*s horses,' his* 
chariots, and' his horsemen. :*•,;.* 

And it came to pass that in the morning' watch the- 
• ' RjJ Lord. 
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Lord looked unto 1 the host of the Egyptians through 
the pillar of fire and of the cloud, and troubled the host 
jof the Egyptians, and took off their chariot wheels, 
that they drave tljem heavily ; so that the Egyptians 
said, Let us 'flee from the face of Israel ; for the Lord 
Eghteth for them against the Egyptians, 

And the Lor d said unta Moses, Stretch out thine 
hand over the sea, that the waters may come again up- 
on the Egyptians, upon their chariots, and upon their ^ 
horsemen. 

And Moses stretched forth his hand over the sea ; 
and the sea returned to his strength when the morning 
appeared ; and the Egyptians fled against if: and the 
Lord overthrew- the Egyptians in the midst of the sea. 

And the, waters returned and covered the chariots, 
and the horsemen, and all the host of Pharaoh that came 
into the sea after them : there remained not so ranch 
as one oF.them. "'*..'' 

But the children of Israel walked upon clry land 
in the midst of the sea : and the waters were a wall 
unto them on their right hand and on their left. 

Thus the Lord saved Israel that day out of the hand 
ef the Egyptians : and Israel saw the Egyptians dead 
upon the sea- shore. 

And Israel saw that great work which the Lord^ did 
upon the Egyptians i and the people feared the Lord, 
and believed the Lord, and his servant Moses. 



ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Had the Israelites been left to follow the dictate* 
of their owa ^ninjb, in, all. .probability they., would 
have taken the nearest way tOrthft Jandpf : Canaan ; but 
they were .very unfit jfei war, as they were. easily inti- 
midated, 



< 34? ) 

•midated, having bad their spirits kept in subjection by 
severe bondage ; they were therefore utterly, unqualified 
to encounter^ such formidable enemies as the Philistines* . 
-who would naturally oppose the passage of such a nu- 
merous body of men through their land. Besides, the 
Israelites were apt to murmur and repine at every disap- 
pointment, and it is likely they would have revolted, and 
joined themselves to other nations, if they had per- 
ceived a prospect of present advantage. It certainly was 
the gracious intention of God, not only to bless ; them, 
•but to teach them how they might pay him acceptable 
service.;. and for this purpose also, he led them r about 
through the wilderness, that in such a retirement they 
might without interruption receive and learn those laws 
his wisdom should ordain for . them ; and by degrees* 
be entirely weaned from idolatrous practices so abomi- 
nable in his sight i which there is. reason to suppose, 
many of them were addicted to, and would most likely r 
have retained in the promised land. 

We find that the Israelite* marched out of Egypt m 

« regular order, and that Moses did not forget to take the 

bones of Joseph with him : these circumstances prove 

that the people enjoyed perfect tranquillity of rainoV, and 

had no dread of the enemy, at that time. 

The pillar of fire, which went before ike Israelites, 
was a token that the Lord God was .present with them t 
of its appearance we can form no idea: for without 
doubtt it was very different from that of common .fire* 
or any other object in nature : one very astonishing pare 
ticular attended it, which was, that it put on different 
forms at the same time, affording light to one people* 
and casting darkness on another. To the Israelites <it 
B erved not only as a guitle in their journcgiogs, but as 
a defence from the assaults. of their enemies : it covered 
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them from the heat of the son in the wilderness, where 
there were but few trees to shelter them ; it also 6erved 
as a standing oracle, to which they might on all occa- 
sions resort and know the Divine will. This cloud may 
properly be called the vehicle of the Lord God, the 
place of bis majestic presence. 

Had not Go d condescended to give a visible token of 
His presence, the" Israelites would scarcely have had 
courage to leave Etham, and follow Moses ; for they 
were ordered to encamp in a place, which was so si- 
tuated? as to furnish no means of escape from utter de- 
struction, but by the miraculous interposition of their 
heavenly leader. On one side of them a range of " j 
craggy rocks, on the other ^as is supposed) forts and garri- 
sons of the Egyptians: before them the sea; behind 
them the host of their enemies* at whose appearance, 
in all "probability, they had een used to tremble ; who 
had humbled their very souls by their barbarous treat- 
ment, and whose commands it was death to dispute : 
they were strangers to the arts of war, unskilled to wield 
the swerd, to draw the bow, or throw the spear and 
lance; nor could they climb the lofty rocks, and hide 
themselves from the impending dangers; neither were 

• they furnished with vessels to carry them across the sea 
in search of a place of refuge or retreat. 

The Lord knew* that Pharaoh had not given the 

• Israelites leave to depart io obedience to His commands, 
but merely from sudden dread of Divine vengeance, 

»and that both he and his people would repent and pur- 
sue after them : the 'Lorv therefore removed His terror 
from the minds of Pharaoh and his people, and left them 
at liberty to follow the dictate? of their own obdurate 
hearts; in consequence of which, while they were yet 

♦ Wisdom x\x. 1, 2. 

mourning ■ 



( s 49 ) 

mourning and making lamentation at the graves of the 
dead 9 they committed another act, which discovered 
minds void of judgment, for hearing that, instead of 
returning, the Israelites continued their journey, they 
pursued those as fugitives whom they had just before 
entreated to be gone *. 

- To a set of unarmed men, the sight of such a formi- 
dable host must have been very dreadful, but after the 
numerous instances of the power and goodness of the- 
Loud, which they had so recently witnessed, the Israel- 
ites had sufficient foundation to hope that they should 
be effectually delivered from their enemies, and there- 
fore it was sinful in them to throw aside their confi- 
dence, even while the. Lord was visibly among them ; 
but considering them as the posterity of His faithful 
servants, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and in remem- 
brance of His covenant, the Lokd pardoned their weak- 
ness, and animated their faith by fresh promises. Their 
situation was such, that they could do nothing for 
themselves : all that God required was, . that they 
should remain quiet, and only observe in what manner 
He would effect their deliverance. 

Whoever has viewed the sea, may easily recollect 
with what magnificence and strength its waves follow 
each other ; their ordinary force cannot be resisted by 
the most powerful army ; how wonderful must it then 
have been to see them dividing and standing still on 
heaps at the lifting up of the rod of Goo, which Moses 
held in his hand ! 

The An gel of the Lord undoubtedly was the same 
Almighty Being who had been to mankind from the 
creation, the Visible Image of the only true God. 

It is said, that the pillar of the cloud gave light to 
the Israelites, but cast darkness upon the Egyptians, 

* Wisdom xix. 3.~ 

from 
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from whence we may infer, that the latter had advanced 
into the sea, before they knew any thing of the miracle 
'that had been wrought. How great then must have 
teen their consternation, when the glory of the Lord 
beamed forth and discovered to them the danger; of their 
situation ; mountainous waves standing on heaps col- 
lected together by that omnipotent Being whom they 
had so repeatedly offended, and ready to fall on their . 
presumptuous heads 1 A sudden conviction of the power 
of the Lord, and of their own weakness, seizing upoa 
their spirits, and impelling thera to flee from the un- 
armed people they were the instant before with full 
confidence of victory pursuing 1 It is likely that ia this 
confusion the Egyptians drove against each other, and 
by this means broke their chariot wheels. At length 
the Divine command was given ; Moses again lifted 
*up his rod, and the fate of those who had so long op- 
posed the will of tine Sovereign of the universe was 
in an instant determined. Well might the Israelites - 
fear the Lord, and believe his faithful minister! 

From the wonderful history of Pharaoh and the Egypt 
tians, we learn that the Lord God is undoubtedly the , 
Lord and Governor of all things; for every part of 
nature is subservient to His will, and He can alter or 
dispose of it according to His pleasure. Pharaoh hira- 
atlf could not have maintained a contest with the Lord 
God for a moment, had not his Almighty antagonist . 
armed him with strength to endure His vengeance for 
the purpose of proving His own omnipotent power. / 

We also learn from this portion of Sacred History* 
how displeasing in the sight of God are prtde % cruelty* 
and impiety : let us then be tliankful to the Lord for 
His goodness, and never make an improper use of His. 
gifts, lest we provoke Him to turn them into curses ; 
and let us carefully guard our minds against the first 

temptation* 
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temptations to presumptuous sin, by entertaining aft 
humble opinion of ourselves, not omitting to «pray to 
God to give us his grace, that we may not fall into 
hardness of heart, or contempt of His holy will and 
commandments. 

From this part of the History of the Israelites, we 
may infer, that there rs no situation in life, so distress- 
ing, but that God is able to deliver us from it. We 
must not indeed expect Him to perform miracles in 
our favour, by changing the course of nature, because * 
Miracles have ceased since the full establishment of 
Christianity: but if we read the history of -different na- 
tions, and observe what passes in the world around us, 
we may find that Divine Providence frequently* inter- 
poses in a wonderful raanser, to relieve the distresses, 
and soften the afflictions of those who trust In God. 
We should therefore pray to God for protection, us<| 
the means He has furnished us wit,h for our support, 
and when dangers threaten, or misfortunes befal us, 
we should then submit to his dispensations with pa- 
tient, resignation, and humble hope of deliverance, 
through his infinite mercy and goodness* 







SECTION LXIX. 

THE SONG OF MOSES. 

from Exodus, Chaji. xv. 
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Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song 
unto the Lord, and spake, saying, I will sing unto the 
Lord i for he hath triumphed gloriously ; the horse 
and his rider hath he thrown into the sea. 

The Lord is my strength and song, and he is be- 
come my salvation : He is my God, and' I will prepare 

hint 
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him an hab&tatkm : my father's Goo, and I will exalt 
him. 

The Lord * i* like a man of war : the Loud, is his 
name. Pharaoh's chariots and his host hath he cast 
iato the sea : his chosen captains also are drowned in 
the Red sea. 

The depths have covered them, they sank into the 
bottom as a stone. Thy right-hand, O Lord, is become 
glorious in power: thy right-hand, O Lord, hath 
dashed in pieces the enemy. 

And in the greatness of thine excellency thou hast 
overthrown them that rose tip against dice : . thou 
sentest forth thy wrath, which consumed them as 
stubble. 

.And with the blast of thy nostrils the waters were 
gathered together : the floods stood upright as an heap y 
and the depths were congealed in the heart of the sea. 

The enemy said, I will pursue, 1 will overtake, I will 
divide the spoil : my lust shall be satisfied upon them : 
I will draw my sword, my hand shall destroy them. 

Thou didst blow with thy wind ; the sea covered 
them ; they sank as lead in the mighty waters. 

Who is like unto thee, O Lord, amongst the gods I 
Who is like thee, glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, 
doing wonders I 

Thou stretchedst out thy right-hand, the earth swal- 
lowed them. Thou in thy mercy hast led forth the 
people which thou hast redeemed : thou hast guided 
them in thy strength unto thy holy habitation. 

The people shall hear, and be afraid : sorrow shall 
take hold of the inhabitants of Palestina. 

Then the dukes of Edom shall bf amazed : the mighty 
men of Moab, trembling shall take hold upon them* : 
all the inhabitants of Canaan shait melt away* 

* Wisdom xviii. 15. 

Fear 
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Fear and dread shall fall upon them : by the great- 
ness of thine arm they shall be as still' as a stone ; till 
thy people pass oyer, O Lord, till thy people pass over 
which thou hast purchased. 

Thou shalt bring them in and plant them in the- 
mountain of thine inheritance ; in the place, O Lord, 
which thou hast made for thee to dwell in ; in the sano* 
tuary, O Lord, which thy hands have established, 

1 he Lor d shall reign for ever and ever. 

For the horse of Pharaoh went in with his chariots, 
and with his horsemen into the sea, and the Lord 
brought again the waters of the sea upon them : but 
the children of Israel went x>n dry land in the midst of 
the sea. 

And Miriam the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took 
a timbrel in her hand : and all the women went out 
after her with timbrels and with dances. 

And Miriam answered theni, Sing ye to the Lord ; 
for He hath triumphed gloriously; the horse and hj* 
rider hath he thrown into the sea. 



ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

This Divine song was so admirably adapted to the 
occasion, that it is needless to write a comment on it ; 

• 

it conveys a most lively idea of the sense which Moses 
entertained of the wonderful deliverance of the Israel- 
ites. Some parts of it are prophetical, and foretold the 
subsequent conquests of God's people. We find from 
this passage of Scripture, that singing of Psalms, or de- 
votional songs, was a very ancient custom; and when 
performed with seriousness and solemnity, it ia cer- 
tainly extremely edifying, for it elevates the thoughts 
to heaven. 

Mtriajai is supposed to have repeated the whole of 
Moses' song in Concert with the women. 

SECTION 
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SECTION LXX. 

THE ISRAELITES MURMUR AGAINST MOSES, 

4 

From Exodus* Qhaft, xv. 

So Moses brought Israel from the Red Sea, and they 
wer.t out into the wilderness or Shur ; and they went 
three days in the wilderness and found no water. 

And when they came to Marah, they could not drink 
of the waters of Marah ; for they were bitter : there- 
fore the name of it was called Marah. 
' And the people murmured against Moses, saying, 
What shall we drink ? 

And he cried unto the Lord : and the Lord shewed 
him a tree which when he had cast into the waters, the 
. waters were made sweet x there he made for them a 
statute and an ordinance, and there he proved them, 

And said, If thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice 
't>f the Lord thy God, and wilt do that which is right 
in his sight, and wilt give ear to his commandments^ 
and keep all his statutes ; I will put none, of these dis- 
eases upon thee ; which I have brought upon the Egyp- 
tians : for I am the Lord that heakth thee. And they 
. came to Elim, where were twelve wells of water, and 
threescore and ton palm trees : and they encamped 
- there by the waters. / 

And they took their journey from Elim ; and all the 
. congregation of the children of Israel came unto the 
wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on 
the fifteenth day of the second month, after their de- 
parting out of the land of Egypt. . 

And the whole congregation of the children of Israel 
murmured against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. 

Aod the children of Israel said unto them, Would to 
God we had died by the hand of the Lou p in the land 
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of Egypt* when we sat by the flesh-pots, and when We 
did eat bread to the full : for ye hath brought us forth 
into this wilderness, to kill this whole assembly with 
hunger. 

Then said the Loud unto Moses, Behold, I will rain 
bread from heaven for you ; and the people shall go 
out, and gather a certain rate ewery* day, that I may 
prove them, whether they will walk in my law, or 1 no. 

And it shall cpme to pass that on the sixth day, they 
•hall prepare that which they bring in ; and it shall be 
twice as much as they gather daily. 

And Moses and Aaron said unto all the children of 
_ Israel, At even, then ye shall know that the Lor d hath 
.brought you out from the land of Egypt. . 

And in the morning, then shall ye see the glory of the 
Lord : for that he heareth yoiqr murmurings against 
the Lord : and what are we, that ye murmur against us. 
. And Moses said, This. shall be, when the Lord shall 
give you in the evening, flesh to eat, and in the morning 
bread to the full, for that the Lord heareth your raiir- 
tnurings which ye murmur against him:. And what 
are we ? your murmuring* are not against - us, but 
against the Lord. 

And Moses spake unto Aaron, Say unto all the con- 
gregation of the children of. Israel, Come .near before 
the Lor d : for he hath heard your murmurings. 

And it came to pa*s as Aaron 'spake unto the whole 
congregation of the children of Israel, that they looked 
toward^ the wilderness, and behold, the glory of the 
Lord appeared in the cloud. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, I have 
heard the murmurings of the children of Israel ; speak 
unto them, saying, At even ye shall eat flesh, and, in 
the morning ye shall be filled with bread ; and ye shall 
know that I am the Lord your God, 

And 



s 



{ S56 ) 

And it came to pass, that at- even the quail* came 
up, and covered the camp; and in the morning the 
dew lay round about the host* 

And when the dew that lay was gone up, behold 
upon the face of the wilderness there lay a small round 
thing, as small as the hoar frost on the ground. 

And when the children of Israel, saw it, they said 
„ one to another, what is this * ? for they wist not what 
it was. And Moses said unto them, This is the bread 
'which the Lor d hath given yon to eat; 

This is the thing which the Lord hath- commanded, 
Gather of it every man according to his eating ; an 
omer for every mam, according -to the number of yotfr 
persons; take ye every man for them which ate in hi* 
tent*. 

And the children of Israel did so, and gathered some 
njore, some lets. 

And when they did mete it with an omer, he that 
gathered much, had BOthrng* over, and he that gathered 
little had no lack : they gathered every man according 
to his eating* 

And Moses said; Let rtO man leave of it trfl the 
morning. 

Notwithstanding they hearkened not unto Moses; 
but some of them left of it, until the morning, and it 
bred worms and stank : and Mo9es was wroth with them. 

' And they gathered it every morning, every man ac- 
cording to his eating ; and when the sun waxed hot, it 
melted* 

And it came to pass that on the sixth day they gather- 
ed twite- as much bread, two omers for one man :' and 
all the rulers of the congregation came and told Moses. 

And he said unto them, This is that Which the Lord 
hath sajd» To-morrow is the rest of the holy Sabbath 

f Marginal translation. 
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twto the Lt&B ; bake that which ye will bake to day, and 
seethe that ye will seethe ; and that which remaineth oyer, 
Jay up for you to be kept until the morning. 

And they laid it up till the morning, as Moses bade : 
and it did not stink, neither was there any worm 
therein. 

And Moses said. Eat that to-day ; for to-day is a 
sabbath unto the Lord: to-day ye shall not find it in 
the field. 

Six days ye shall gather it, but on the seventh day, 
which is the sabbath, in it ihere shall be none. 

And it came to pass, that there went out some- of the 
people on the seventh day for to gather, and they found 
none. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, How long refuse ye 
to keep my commandments and my laws ? * ' • 

See, for that the Lord hath given you the sabbath, 
therefore he giveth you on the sixth day the bread of 
two days ; abide ye every man in his place, let no man 
go out of his place on the seventh day. 
So the people rested on the seventh day. 
And the house of Israel called the name thereof Man- 
na : and it was like coriander seed, white, and the taste of 
it was like wafers made with honey. 

And Moses said, This is the thing which the Lord 
commandeth, Fill an omer of it to be kept for your gene- 
rations ; that they may see the bread wherewitlj I have fed 
you in the wilderness, when I brought you forth from the 
land of Egypt, 

And Moses said Unto Aaron, Take a pot, and put an 
omer full of manna therein, and lay it up before the 
Lord, to be kept for your generations. 

As the Lord commanded Moses, so Aaron laid it up 
before the testimony, to be kept.. 
And the children of Israel did eat manna forty 

yean, 
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years, until they came to a land inhabited : they did 
eat manna until they came unto the borders of the laad 
of Canaan. * 

Now an omer is the tenth part of an ephah. p' 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

The apostle St Paul teaches us to regard the passage 
through the Red Sea as a baptism*, God, of His own 
free mercy, opened a way for the Israelites fo escape from 
Egyptian bondage ; and received the whole nation under 
His protection, as His peculiar people. By entering into 
the sea, each individual expressed his faith in the Di- 
vine promises. The Lord went before them, to guide 
them to the land of Canaan. They willingly followed 
His guidance. From henceforth each person was an in- 
rolled member of the Lord's congregation or church, 
His adopted son, and an inheritor, or heir to the Land of 
Promise. 

The time waa not yet come, at which, the Lor d pro- 
posed to destroy all the idolatrous nations, and settle His 
own people in their stead ; besides the Israelites had con- 
tracted many bad habits in Egypt, and their faith in 
God waa very imperfect. He therefore saw fit to ex- 
pose them to a variety of trials, partly to improve their 
minds, and. mend their hearts ; and partly, to shew to the 
world the method of His Providence towards those whom 
He acknowledges as Hrs people. 

Soon did the Israelites forget the mercy of the Lor d# 
in preserving them from the plagues of Egypt, and de- 
livering them from bondage ! On the very fust disap- 
pointment, they began to murmur against Moses, in- 
stead of praying to the Lord to send them relief, * It 

*■ 1 Cor. x. 2. 

is 
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if Kkely that they began to think God Was going to 
bring a succession of plagues upon them, as he had done 
upon Egypt. To remove their apprehensions, the 
X.O&D immediately made the bitter water sweet, and 
commissioned Moses to give them a statute and an or- 
dinance ; by the observance of which they might, through 
His infinite mercy, secure to themselves individually the 
favour and protection which He had freely granted 
them as a nation. This law required both faith and 
obedience. 

Ancient his|prians assert, that there are several foun- 
tains of bitter water near the Red Sea ; possibly that at 
Marah' was one of them. The author of the book Ec- 
clesiasticus seems to be of opinion, that there was a 
natural virtue in the wood of the tree, which Moses 
cast into the fountain, to correct the bitterness* ; and 
that Goo graciously pointed out this medicine, to make 
its valuable property known to the world. * Others sup- 
pose, that both the bitterness and the correcting of it are 
to be ascribed to the immediate power of Gop, who used 
the wood as a sign, rather than an instrument : however 
tVis was, the goodness of the Lord was equally display- 
ed to the Israelites. , 

What a pleasing recess must Elim appear, after the 
turbulent scenes the people had lately passed! Here 
they had an opportunity of resting themselves, and 
leisure to meditate on the wonderful goodness of the 
LoKD; but their all* wise Conductor knew, that con- 
tinued prosperity would corrupt their minds ; and it 
was proper to put their faith and obedience to N the 
test. How imperfect did these prove dn trial! The 
.people saw themselves iifc a ^wild barren waste, where, 
they thought they had np other .chance but to perish 

* Bccles. xxxviii. 5. 

with 
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\HritH hunger; instead of trusting to the Lord ibr their 
relief, they murmured against Moses and Aaron, and 
foolishly wished to return again to the bondage, from 
which they had been so lately delivered. To convince 
them, that He was actually present among them, the 
Lord promised to give them a view of His Glory. 
What must have "been their confusion, whe/i it beamed 
forth upon, them, WeJl might they exclaim, when 
they saw the Manna, What is this ? Who could have 
expected that bread would fall like rain, from heaven ; or 
that a number of fowls, sufficient to feed to great a mul- 
titude; would suddenly come to hand ? In what a variety 
of ways can the Almighty display his power and good- 
ness ! 

t 

In the middle of April (which was the time of the 
Israelites encamping In the wilderness) quails are known 
to fly out of Egypt across the Red Sea in great num- 
bers ; the miracle -consisted in God's directing them to 
the camp, at the very time He promised to send them. 

The author of the Book of Wisdom describes manna, 
as "able to cotitent every man's delight, agreeing to every 
taste*." The Lord sent manna from day to day, to 
make the Israelites sensible of their dependence on Him 
for their daily support. The withholding it on the sab- 
bath day served to "keep in mind that it actually came 
from him, and that they were required to keep that day 
holy. It was a very astonishing circumstance, as it was 
of so corruptible a nature, that* a portion of the manna 
should be miraculously preserved : for so many 'yean. 
This seems to be. the first time that, the rest on the 
seventh day was solemnly appointed to the Israelites as 
a people. In the 'femily of Abraham, we may presume 
the remembrance of the day in> which God ceased from 

* Wisdom xvi. 20, 21. 

the 
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itbe works of Creation was preserved ; but during their 
hard servitude in Egypt, it is likely they were not al- 
lowed .opportunity of resting from their labour, their 
deliverance therefore furnished an additional reason for 
keeping it, 

' To an attentive observer, great resemblance will ap- 
pear between the ways of God towards the Israelites' as 
Hit people* and towards Christiansen the same Tiew. 
The present lection affords a lively representation 6£ 
God's goodness to the latter in -passing over the offences 
proceeding from the natural corruption of "their nature j 
forgiving the sins they had committed before He called 
them ; opening a way to a heavenly Canaan by meant 
of baptism ; requiring faith and obedience on their part ; 
trying them with alternate adversity and prosperity ; 
Shewing His glory among them ; supplying their tem- 
poral necessities, &c. 

It is impossible to read an account of the Israelites 
murmurings and forgetfulness of the Divine mercy^ 
without condemning them.— But while reason leads 
us to pass this condemnation, let it awaken conscience 
to an examination of our own hearts, and if we find 
there any propensity to j-eturn to the bondage 6/ tin, let 
us think of what God has done for us— Let us gather 
tip the bread that He lias given us from heaven ; even 
the comforts and blessings which flow froth our Sa- - 
viour — and let us keep the 'Lord's Sabbaths with reli- 
gious veneration. 

""' SECTION LXXI. 

WATER FRAM THB ROCK— THE DEFEAT OF THE 

-■'...■ [ 

AMAL£KJTES« , 

* • 

When the congregation of Israel removed from Sin, 

xhsy pitched their tents in a place called Rephidim ; 
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here they were distressed for want of water, on which 
fears arose that they should perish with thirst, and 
they began again to murmur against Moses. He en- 
deavoured to persuade them to wait with, patience to 
see what the Lord would do for them, but his remon- 
strances were vain, and at length the people became so 
outrageous, that jthey were almost ready to stone Moses ; 
on which he had recourse to the Lord, who wrought 
an astonishing miracle for their relief. God informed 
Moses that He would stand before him (or cause the 
cloudy pillar to rest) in a certain part of mount Horeb, 
where there was a rock; this rock the Lord com- 
manded Moses to strike ; Moses did so in the sight of 
the elders of Israel, on which the flinty stone imme- 
diately gushed out with water, which afforded the 
people a supply, not only during their stay at Rephi- 
dixn, but in their other encampments afterwards. 

This water , furnished salutary refreshment to the 
bodies of the Israelites, hut there was a spiritual rock 
which followed them that flowed in streams of mercy, 
yielding comfort and refreshment to their souls * : this 
lock was Christ, the Lord Himself, the same Divine 
Being who is to Christians the rod of their salvation* 
Moses named the place where this miracle was per- 
formed, Mastah and Meribahy which signifies, chiding 
and temptation, because the people murmured against 
bira, apd tempted the Lord to bring evil upon them- 
selves, by requiring a sensible proof of His Divine pre- 
sence among them, of which they had had such repeated 
proofs. 

While the Israelites continued at Rephidim, the Ama- 
I kites, a people descended from Amalek, the son of 
Eliphez, one of the sons of Esau, came out against them, 

* 1 Cor. x. 4. 
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upon which Moses directed Joshua, a valiant y*u*g man* 
to draw out a party of the choicest men in the camp, 
and go out to meet them ; promising at the same time 
that he would stand on the top of the rock with the rod 
.of Goo in his hand, during the engagement, Joshua 
obeyed, and Moses with Aaron and Hur ascended the 
mounts in this conspicuous situation Moses appeared 
as the minister of the Lord, and to shew v that .victory 
depended entirely on the Divine will, whenever, fie held 
Up his rod, Israel prevailed ; hut when, he let it down r 
Amalek prevailed i at length the strength of Moses be- 
iog exhausted by standing in one posture, he sat down 
on a stone, and Aaron and JHur supported his hands, t|H 
the going down of the sun, at which time. Joshua gained 
a complete victory over the Amalekitea. It is sup- 
posed that the Israelites furnished themselves with 
swords as well as with abundance of other spoils, when 
the bodies of the Egyptians f who were -overthrown in 
the Red Sea, were cast on shore. 

After the battle was over, Moses was commanded to 
write it for a memorial in a book, and rehearse it in 
the ears of all the people, that God would utterly put 
out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven, 
and that' He had sworn to have war with the Amale~ 
kites, from generation to generation; because, on this 
occasion, they had the presumption to lift up their 
hands agaiBst the throne of the Lord (that is against 
Goo himself), and the Lord knew that future gene- 
rations of the Amalekites would do the same. 

It certainly was a rery inhuman action in this people 
to attack the Israelites, if they supposed them to be 
defenceless ; but as they were themselves descendants 
of Esau, it k most likely they knew God had pre- 
ordained to put the race of Jacob in possession of: the 
land of Canaan ; and that trusting ia the aid of false 

R 2 gods* 



-gods, the Amalekites came. out against the Israelites 
with the hope of frustrating the designs of the Lord. 

Moses named -the place where this -victory was db- 
tafted, Jehovah Nissi, that is, the Lord is my baa- 
ner. 

The, defeat of the Amalekites opened a way for the 
Israelite's to mount Sinai *, where God first appeared 
to Moses, in the burning bush, and not far from the 
place where Jethro his father-in-law dwelt : who, har- 
ing heard' pf the wonderful things which had been ■ 
done- for Jura and the people he conducted, took hid 
daughter Zipporah, Moses* wife, and her two sons, 
Gershora auid Eliezer, and brought them to the Israel- 
itish camp/ .This meeting gave great joy to all parties. 
Moses related what wonderful things had been effected 
by the power of the Lord; and Jethro, who ,was a 
dev.out'rnan, offered up praises to Gcd, saying, " Bless* 
e<j be the Lord, who hath delivered you out of the 
hand of the Egyptians, and out of the hand of Pha~ 
raoh ; who hath delivered the people from under the 
handof the Egyptians. Now I know that the Lord 
is greater than all gods : for : in the thing wherein they 
dealt prouclly, he was above themf • Jethro also joined 
with Moses, and the elders of Israel, in offering sacri- 
fices, and in "such other holy rejoicings, a« their cir» 
cumstances suggested. 

While Jethro continued in the camp, he observed that 
Moses had* a great weight pf business upon his hands, 
in hearing complaints, and determining differences, the 
people being so numerous ; he therefore advised him' 
to appoint a dumber of inferior officers, men of ability* 
such as feared God, adhered to truth, and hated covet- 
ousneas, to be rulers, some over thousands, some over 

* Horeb ond Sinai were two summits of the same mpuniain. 
f ExocL.xviu.. }0, 11. 

hundreds, 



hundreds,' some over fifties, and some ore/ fens ? wftfr pro- 
per authority to hear and determine all ' comirioti affairs, 
reserving all difficult cases and high concerns for his own 
decision. Moses followed this advice, and' as soon as 
Jethro saw his plan put in execution, he took leave bf 
his son-in-law, and departed into his own country. Jethro 
shewed himself to be, not only a good, but a wise* man ; 
for the directions he gave to Moses, ftrtifish excellent 
hintfc for the choice of magistrates, anA officers of justice 
in general. //* : , • ; ■ 
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SECTION LXXJI,; -, „ v . 

• THE LAW GIVEN BY GOD PROM MOVNT SlNAtf^-MO-frES 
ASCENDS THE- MOUNTAIN-— BOU#J) !(<I»*bs^fcF»i i> £o 
THE PEOPLE. «.•-... 4*0';Ijo«'|* .1 Hi \j 

/>(?w Exodus* Chah. xix. arid xx, 

-- : ,. * - ■'- t v ; ;T , ' ? : ' • : 

In the third month, when the children of >I*rad> were 
gone forth out of the land of Egypty^ebe tad* day^ came 
they into ; the wilderness of Sinai*; ^ ::;d £ ton L. ■-. 

For they were departed from Rephidinvaddiwejre come 
to the desart of Sinai, and. had pitched in -the wilderness ; 
and there Israel camped before the mount* <;> ;„' 

And Moses went; up unto God, and the- Lord called 
unto him out of the mountain, saying,. Thus.sJ^alt thou 
say to the house of Jacob, and tell- ffee children, of Is- 
rael ; Ye have seen what I did unto the Egyptians, and 
% Jiow I bare you on eagles', wings, and brought you unto 
myself. ' . . K ., .\ 

Now therefore, if ye will" obey . rnjf; Yeice 4 in<teec}, and 
. keep my covenant, then ye shall be a^-peculiar treasure irn- 
to me, above ail people : for all the earth is mine;, 

And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and 
. Hq holy nation. These are the words which thvU shalt 
speak unto the children of Israel. 

R 3 And 
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And Moses came and called for the elders of the peo« 
ple> and laid before their faces all these words which the 
Lor*> commanded him* 

And all the people answered together, and said, All 
that the Lord hath spoken, we will do. And Mosea 
returned the words of the people unto the Lord. 
.. And the Lord- said unto Moses, Lo, I come unto thee 
in a thick cloud, (hat the people may hear when I speak 
with thee, and believe thee for, . ever; And Moses told 
the words of the people unto the Lor d. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Go unto the people 

and sanctify them to-day and to-morrow, and let them 

wash -their clothes* and be ready against the third day : 

:fw the third daytthe. Lord will come down in the sight 

of all the people upon mount Sinai. 

And thou , shah set bounds unto the .people round 
about, saying, Take heed to ^ourselves, that ye go not 
up into the ttonnt, or touch the border . ol it : whosoever 
touched! the autony shall he surely put to death : There 
shall not a hand touch it,, but he shall surely be 
stoned or shot through i whether it be beast or roan, it 
fchail not Isre: when the trumpet soundeth long, they 
shall come up to the mount. '' 

And Moses went down fcom the mount unto the 
people, and sanctified the people; and they washed their 
clothes. And he said unto the people, Be ready against 
the thii*d day* 

.And k came to pass, on the third day, in the morning* 

tba there were, thunders and lightnings, and a thick cloud 

upon the mount/ and the voice of the trumpet exceeding 

■load; so that all the people that was in the camp, 

trembled. f ' 

And Moses brought forth the people out of the camp 
to meet with God, and they stood at the nether part of 
the mount. 

And 
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And meant Sinai was altogether oh a smoke, because 
the Lord descended upon it in fire, with thousands of 
bis angels*: and the smoke thereof ascended as the 
smoke pf a furnace, and the whole mount quaked 
greatly. 

And when the voice of the trumpet sounded long, 
and waxed louder and louder, Moses 4peke> and God 
answered him by a voice. 

And the Lord came d6wn upon mount Sinai, on the 
top of the mount ; and the Lor d called Moses op to the 
top of the. mount, and Moses went up. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Go down, charge the 
people, lest they break through unto the Lord to gaze, 
and many of them perish. And let the priests also 
which come near to the Lord, sanctify themselves, lest 
the Lord break forth upon them. 

And Moses said unto the Lord, "Hie people cannot 
come up to mount Sinai : for thou chargest us, say- 
ing, Set bounds about the mount, and sanctify it* 

And the Lord said unto him, Away, get thee down, 
and thou shalt come up, thou and Aaron with thee, 
but let not the priests ' and the people break through, 
to come up unto the Lo a d, lest he break forth upon 
them. . y' ' . 

• So Moses went down unto the people, and spake 
unto them. 

And God spake all these words, saying, 

1 am the Lord thy God, which have brought thee 
out of the land of Egypt, Out of the house of bondage. 

Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 

Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or 
any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or 



V 
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Chat is- in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under 
the, earth. 

■Thou shalt not bow .down thyself to diem, nor serv* 
jthem* for I the Lord thy Qpc* anl a jealous God> vi- 
aiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto 
* the third and. fourth generation of them that hate me : and 
•tewipg. mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and 
keep my commandments. 

Thou shalt not take the name of theJLoRD thy God 
in, vain: for the Lord will, not hold him guiltless that 
takethhis name in yain. . . 

• Remember the Sabbath-day, to keep it holy. Six 
days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work. But the 
seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God : in it 
thou shalt joot do anjf work,. thou^ nor thy sop*, nor thy 
daughter* thy man-servant, nor thy maid-servant, nor 
thy, cattle* nor the stranger that is within thy gates :, 
for, in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the 
sea„and all that in jthen} is, and rested the seventh day j 
wherefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day, and hallow- 
*dit. 

- Honour thy father and thy mother ; that thy days may 
be long upon the land which the Lord thy God givetb 
thee. 

• Thou, shalt not kilji 

Thou shalt not commit adultery. 
Thou shalt not steak 

Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neigh- 
bour* 

Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, thou shalt 
fc not covet jhy neighbour's wife* nor his man-servant, nor 
. his maid-servant, nor ins ox, nor his ass, nor any thing 
that is thy neighbour's. 

And all the people saw the thunderings, and the 

lightnings,. 
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lightnings, and heard the noise of the trumpet, and be- 
held the mountain smoking : and when the people saw it* 
they removed, and stood afar off. 

And they said unto Moses, Speak thou with us, and 
we will hear: but let not God speak with us, Jest we 

die. 

And Moses said unto the people, Fear not; for God 
is come to. prove you, and that his fear may be before 
your faces, that ye sin not. 

And the people stood afar off, and Moses drew near 
unto the thick darkness where God was. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Thus thou shalt say 
unto the children of Israel, Ye have seen that I have talk- 
ed with you from heaven. 

Ye shalt not make with me gods of silver, neither shall 
ye make unto you gods of gold* 

Behold, I send an angel before thee to keep thee in 
the way, and to bring thee into the place which I have 
prepared. , 

Beware of him, and obey his voice, provoke him not ; 
for he will not pardon your transgressions : for my name 
is in him. 

.But if thou shalt indeed obey his voice, and do all that 
I speak ; then I will be an enemy unto thine enemies, and 
an adversary unto thine adversaries. 

For mine angel shall go before thee, and bring thee* 
in: unto the Amorites, and the Hittites, and the Perizzites, 
and the Canaanites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites :and L - 
will cut them off. J : ; 

/ 

ANNOTATIONS urn REFLECTIONS, > . 

• * 

What a wonderful event is here recorded \ It -is in* 
possible surely .to read it? without being filled* with due 
" ♦ R 5 utmost 



( 370 J 

titmost reverence and venerationr ft happened exactly 
three months after the departure of the Israelites out of 
Egypt. 

The Lord was now going to renew his covenant 
with the people whom He had sorted and redemed otft 
of the land of Egypt. He designed to bestow great 
honours artd : privileges upon them ; but expected that 
they should' comply with certain conditions, which he 
required on their part. The advantages which, in his 
message by Moses, God proposed to the Israelites^ were 
. astonishingly great. To be the peculiar treasure of that 
ALMitfRfY BfeiN'G* who is the proprietor of the whole 
universe. A kingdom of priests, or a kingly priesthood, 
authorised to offer up sacrifices acceptable to Go© ; and 
to -be ail holy nation sanctified by the visible presents of 
the Lord Goo among them. All that the Lord ex- 
pected in return, was, that they should willingly obey 
His Commands, and keep His covenant* ^ 

There was such amazing condescension and goodness 
in this proposal, that no rational being could hesitate a 
moment in expressing a ready concurrence with k* 

To prevent the Israelites from entertaining ariy sus- 
picion that Mo-es deceived them, the Lord promised 
to appear Himself, for the purpose of renewing his co- 
venant with His people, but required Moses to sanctify 
them, by withdrawing them from secular employments, 
in order to give them time to prepare their minds for the 
approaching solemnity; and also to wash their apparel, 
thitt they might, when they approached the Divine pre- 
sence* be as free from defilement, both in body and soul, 
as they could possibly render themselves. 

Hitherto the Israelites had ?een the Lor d only in His 
wonderful works, and i» the pillar of the cloud, which, 
though a pledge add token of His presence, gave no 

idea 
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idea of His Divine Majesty. Little did they conceive' 
what an awful scene was preparing for their view. It 
was highly proper to assign bounds to them, that they 
might keep at a respectful distance from that sacred 
spot* chosen by the Loud for Himself and His heavenly 
attendants. 

The priests who are mentioned in this Section are sup- 
posed to have been the eldest sons of families *. 

At length the expected day arrived, and the -Lord 
descended (or made the presence of the Deity manifest } 
on Sinai. The ever memorable morn was ushered in 
with the sound of the trumpet of the Archangel. The 
Almighty, making the clouds his chariots f, came 
flying upon the wings ot the wind % ; He covered Him- 
self with light as with a garment, and was clothed with 
majesty and honour $. The pavilion of the High and 
Lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, a thick cloud and 
impenetrable darkness [), in which His ineffable glory 
veiled itself from mortal eyes, was pitched on the Holy 
mountain. The earth shook, and the* heavens also 
dropped at the presence of God, even Sinai itself was 
moved at the presence of God, the God of Israel **. 
Thousands of celestial spirits, shining, in immortal 
beauty, surrounded the darkness that covered the glory 
of the Lord +f. Their appearance was like flames of 
fire; and out of the fire went forth lightnings \ %. At 
the sound of the trumpet the people are said to have 
trembled: What must then have been their sensations, 
when, coming forth to meet their God, they beheld 
the glorious spectacle, of which the words even of 
the inspired writers can give but a faint idea I 
Strengthened to sustain the heavenly vision, Moses 

* See Exod. xxiv. 5. f Ps. civ. 3. + Ps. xviii. 10. - 

} Ps. civ. 1, 2. J Ps. xviii. II. ** p s . fcviii. 8 . 

ft P». kviii. 17. ++ £2 Ck . it 13 . 
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spake unto the Lor d ; what he said i» not related ; but 
we may conjecture, that it was something expressive of 
the people's penitence. To shew His kindness- to them? 
the Loud called Moses (who acted as a - Mediator be- 
tween Him and |he Israelites) up to .the top. of the 
mount; after repeating His charge, that the people- 
might not break the prescribed bounds, the Lo*d spake 
all the words of that excellent law, called the. Deca- 
logue, or Ten Commandments, every sentence of which 
demands particular examination, as the observance of 
its precepts makes a principal part of the Christian re- 
ligion ; and this, law will never be. abolished as long as- 
the world lasts i t^ 

We may assure ourselves* that this law was spoken 
by the L&kv God Himself. Had it proceeded from- 
.an angel,* or any created Beings it certainly would have 
tended to lead the Israelites into the very crime they 
were repeatedly required to avoid, that of Idolatry; for 
.the people wpuld naturally worship Him, who declar- 
ed Himself to be the God, to whom their adoration wa» 
due-- 

In addition to the Decalogue Moses received a dum- 
ber of ceremonial, political, and moral laws ; the for- 
mer related solclv to the Jewish constitution, and are 
. ?:borished ; but those of a moral tendency are calculated 
for the whole race of mankind,. and arc worthy of the 
attention of Christians. 

Th> Angel whom God promised to send to keep His* 
people "in the way, could be no other than the Angel 
of the Lo;<d, Hjs Divine Image* He certainly 
cannot justly be regarded, as a created Icing, for no one 
couTd have the name of God in him, who was not of 

* In my Companion to the Common Prayer of the Church of 
England, thtra is a full comment upon the Dvcaloguc ; rn which 
] hav- attempted to shew in what manner Christians should keep 
these CommuiutaicrKs.- 

the 
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tfee Same nature, for we have already seen that this 
great name, viz. 1 AM THAT I AM, is incommuni- 
cable to any creature. • If it was dangerous for the Is*- 
•ra^ites to disobey Him to whom the name of God so 
essentially belonged, it must be equally so for Christians 
to dishonour Him, since it is* He alone that can keep then! 
in the way of everlasting life. 

What Christian, that calls to mind the solemnity 
with which the Law was given from Mount Sinai, and 
that it was designed to be of perpetual obligation to ail 
those who should be considered by Go o as His peculiar 
treasure^ a kingdom of priests , a holj nation, can forbear 
to practise its Divine precepts ? By obeying the voice, of 
our Lord, and keeping His covenant, Christians- can 
alone secure to themselves these honourable distinctions 1 . 
Let us then pay grateful homage to that transcendantly - 
glorious Bm-ng, who delivered Israel from Egyptian 
bondage, and us from the bondage of sin ;' and let us 
make His Divine precepts the rule of all our actions. 

The Law, we find, was given with such proofs of 
the greatness and majesty of God, that the people were 
ready to die with fear and apprehensions, and request- 
ed that, for the future, Moses might be their Mediator. 
Moses endeavoured* to remove their terror* by assuring^ 
them, that the Almighty only meant to prove to them, 
that He was above all the heathen gods : and that this 
tremendous ceremony was intended, not to impress 
their minds with a slavish fear, but only to excite re- 
verence, and restrain them from the commission of pre- 
sumptuous sin. 

Having said that Moses was henceforth to be a Me- 
diator between Got* and the people of Israel, it is ne- 
cessary to observe, that the word Mediator signifies one 
who acts as a peace-maker, or intercessor, between two 
contending parties ; or as a deputy and representative of 
each to the other,, as occasion may require* 
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It it to fee particularly observed, that the Israelites 
were commanded not to make to themselves gtds of 
silver or gold. This may be done without making grav- 
en images ; for whoever suffers riches to occupy that 
place in his affections, which the Deity ought to fill, or 
puts his mist in them, makes a God of them. 



SECTION LXXIII. 

MOSES AGAIN ASCENDS THE MOUNT. 
JOSHUA AND THE ELDERS BEHOLD THE GLORY Or 

pOD. 

From Exodus, Chap~ xxiv. 

An d God said unto Moses, Come up unto the Lord, 
thou and Aaron* Nadab and Abiho, and seventy of the 
elders of Israel ; and worship ye afar off. And Moses 
alone shall come near the Lord ; but they shall not 
come nigh ; neither shall the people go up with him. 

And Moses came and told the people all the words 
of. the Lord, and all the judgments : and all the people 
•answered with one voice, and said. All the words which 
the Lor d hath said, will we do* 

And Moses wrote all the words of the Lord, and 
rose up early in the rooming* and builded an altar under 
the hill, and twelve pillars according to the twelve tribes 
of Israel. v 

And he sent young men of the children of Israel, 
which offered burnt-offerings, afld sacrificed peace-offer- 
ingsof oxen, unto the Lord. 

And Moses took half of the blood, and put k in bi- 
sons ; and half of the blood he sprinkled on the ahar. 

And he took the book of the covenant, and read m 
the audience of the people : and they said, All that the 
Lord hath said, will we do, and be obedient. 

And 
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And Moses took the blood, and sprinkled it brt the 
J>eople, and said, Behold the blood of the eoremmt* 
which the Lord hath made with you concerning all these 
W&ttls. 

Then wefnt tip Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, 
and seventy of the elders of Israel. 

And they, saw the God of Israel: and there was 
under his feet as it were a pared work of sapphire-stone, 
and as it were the .body of heaven in his clearness. 
• And upon the tiobies of the children of Israel he laid 
not his,, hand : also they saw Gop, and did eat and 
drink. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Come up to me 
into the mount, and' be there : and I will give thee tables 
of stone, and a law, and commandments, which I have 
written, that thou mayest teach them. 

And Moses rose up, and his minister Joshua : and 
Moses went up into the mount of Goo. 

And he said unto the elders, Tarry ye here f6r us, 
until we come again unto you : and behold Aaron and 
Hur are with you: if any man have any matters to do, 
let him aome unto them 

And Moses went up into the mount,. and a cloud co- 
vered the mount. 

And the glory of the Lord abode upon mount Sinai, 
and the cloud covered it six days : and the seventh day 
He called unto Mdses out of the midst of the clovd. 

And the sight of the glory of the Lord Was like de- 
vouring fire on the top of the mount, in the eyes of tile 
-children of Israel. 

And -Moses went into the midst of the cloud, ansfgfce 
him up into the mount : £nd Moses was id tile mount 
forty days and forty nights. 

. And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Speak thou 
alio unto the children of Israel, saying, Verily my sab- 
baths- 
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baths ye shall keep : for it is a sign between me and you, 
throughout your generations : that ye may know that , I 
am the Lord that doth sanctify you. 

Ye shall keep the Sabbath therefore : for it is holy 
unto you. Every one that defileth it shall be surely put 
to death; for whosoever doeth any work therein, that 
soul shall be cut off from amongst his people. 

Six days may work be done ; but in the seventh it 
the Sabbath of rest, holy to the Lord : whosoever doeth 
any work to the Sabbath-day, he shall surely be put to 
death, / 

Wherefore the children of Israel shall keep the Sab* 
bath, to observe the Sabbath throughout theif genera- 
tions, for a perpetual covenant. 

It is, a sign between me and the children ef Israel for 
ever: for in six days the Lord made heaven and earth* 
and on the seventh day he rested, and was refreshed* 

And he gave unto Moses, when he had made an end 
of communing with him upon mount Sinai, two tables 
of testimony, tables of stone, written with the finger of 

Goo.// " 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

It is evident, from the beginning of this section, that - 
neither Moses nor the people had yet beheld. the Ik a get 
ot God irf the refulgence of Divine majesty. At the • 
first visible manifestation of the -Deity to him, Moses 
saw a burning bush, from the midst of which God 
called unto him. On ether occasions, during the 
plagues of Ecypt, he heard the words of the Lord, and 
it is likely that he saw some token of the Divine flrc- 
nnce; perhaps the cloudy pillar that afterwards went 
before the Israelites. From this pillar, which (as we 
have before observed) might justly be denominated the 
. viikk of .the Lord God, a glimpse of His glory, darted 

on. 
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»n the people, sufficient to convince them that He was 
actually present, and heard their murmurings for want- 
of flesh ^nd bread. When the Law was spoken on 
mount Sinai, they only heard a voice, they saw no si- 
militude* ; for the Lord God was hid, by clouds and 
thick darkness from the eyes even of Moses, who was 
permitted to approach much nearer to the pavilion of 
the eternal Kitffe, thaitany of the Israelites: the 
honour of beholding Him was reserved for the time 
when the Lor d should personally ratify the covenant 
He had proposed to His people. God required that 
they should first testify their acceptance of the condi- 
tions specified ; this we find they did, by declaring 
their readiness to do all that the Lord had said* As 
soon as the people had given their assent, Moses wrote 
the Covenant in .a book, that it might be formally 
sealed. 

r 

It appears, from different parts of Scripture, that, 
according to the appointment of God, remission of sins 
was te be granted to mankind through the blood of the 
Redeem t.r f. Till the time should be accomplished 
for the- shedding of this, the blood of beasts was suistU 
tutsd as a sacramental representation of it; signifying, 
that the Lord would give those, "who had faith m Him, 
and practised the obedience be *e<juired, an- interest in 
the great sacrifice, that \vould be offered for mankind 
n general, so that they should enjoy the benefits it was 
designed to purchase* 

•It was- observed i» the history of Abraham, that the 
Lord made two covenants with -him J, both of which 
were solemnly ratified and confirmed; the first by a Di- 
vine promise on God's part, that He would fulfil the 
conditions of it, and on Abraham's .by sacrificing ant- 

* Deut iv. 12. 1$. f Ma", xxvi. 28. Rom. iii. 25. 

X See Section* xiii- xy ii. xix. and xxiv. 

mala ; 
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mals j the latter by an oath on Goo's part, and an 
Abraham's by offering his son. 

The covenant which the Lord made with the Israel- 
ites on mount Sinai, was to them a renewal of the j&v/ 
of these covenants, and related to their temporal state as 
ihe descendants of Abraham. The everlasting cove- 
nant, which related to the spiritual concerns of all who 
should at any time come under Jfc* denomination of 
God's people, operated unperceived hy them for many 
ages, till grace and truth came by Jesus Christ*: 
but its benefits were conveyed to the Israelites, through 
the temporal covenant, till the time should come for the 
ratification of the spiritual covenant As the everlast- 
ing covenant was to 'be sealed with the blood of the 
Redeemer, it was requisite that the temporal covenant 
should be sealed with that of his appointed representa- 
tive ? on this account Moses made use of the blood of 
beasts, as is here described. The twelve pillars which 
he erected, were designed as memorials to each sepa- 
rate tribe, of the alliance they were going to make with 
Go*. By sprinkling the altar, Moses dedicated k to 
the purpose of receiving the sacrifices which wwe af- 
terwards to be made on it, and by tfcit mean* it be- 
came a witness to the contract. By sprinkling the 
book, he made that a witness also $ and by sprinkling 
the people, he signified that the Lord accepted their 
sacrifces, and was ready to ratify the covenant with 
them, and consider them as His elect people. 

In all civil contracts it is usual to have two copies, 
one for each party: in like manner was the Lord's 
■Covenant conducted ; one copy was written by Moses, 
as has been already related $ the other was written by 
the finger of God. That Moses might not be suspect- 
ed of collusion in this important affair, the Lord gra- 

* John i. 17. 
; ' ciously 
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eiously vouchsafed to appear before a number of wit- 
-cesses, who were the chief heads of the families of the 
Israelites, men of approved abilities and integrity*, in 
order .to convince them that He was actually present* 

What*a wonderful vision were Moses and his com- 
panions honoured with! from the short description 
~ which is given of it, we may judge, that it agreed with 
those which the prophets afterwards had; exceeding 
every object in the whole creation for brightness and 
beauty; but so moderated, that human nature might 
sustain itf. 

As the Lord had many instructions to give to Mose*, 
He called him up into the mount, and the glorious 
scene which had been just exhibited was hidden from 
view, Moses was left to reflect on the vision ? and to 
exercise his faith, he waited till the . return of the next ' 
Sabbath, before he received any farther communica- 
tions from the Lord. 

It seems, that there was, in many particulars, great 
resemblance between the religious ceremonies of the 
heathens, and those of the patriarchs, . during the lives 
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob ; for each built altar* of 
stone or earth, and offered sacrifices on them ; but the 
farmer paid these divine honours to idols, the latter to 
the Lord, the living God. jt 

While the people of Is'rael abode in Egypt, they were 
either addicted to idolatry, or extremely inattentive to 
religion ; and they had, in a great measure, lost the 
knowledge of the Lonu, which Moses was sent to re* 
store. They had been so accustomed to see a ceremo- 
nial worship, that they would not readily have received 
a religion purely spiritual; on this account probably 
God, in condescension to their ignorance, and with a 
▼iew of representing, in a <*etuibh manner, divine things, 

• SeeExod. xviiu 21* f Isai. vi. Ezck,i. 10. Rev. i. 4. 

conveyed 
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conveyed instruction by a variety of ceremonies, calcu- 
lated to distinguish Him as the Su#r£me God, and 
them as His peculiar church, which was to shew forth 
His name and honour to the world, by such forrris bf 
worship as bore evident marks of holiness, dignity, " and 
purity, in opposition to the worshippers of idols, wno 
had introduced into their sacrifices the most shocking 
absurdities that can be imagined. 

We have reason to suppose, as has been observed be- 
fore, that from the beginning of the world, while the 
worship of the Lord G op remained uncorrupted, some 
particular place was distinguished by a visible token of 
the Divine Presence; for we read, that in the days of 

' Enos, men began to call upon the name of the Lord*, 
Or, as h is understood to mean, united publicly in wor- 
shipping the Lord Gob. 

When the Israelites were separated from the idola- 
trous nations, they received evident proofs that G'o*d 
was among them, by the appearance of the cloudy pil- 
lar ; and as the Lord promised to display His glory to 
them in a distinguishing manner, He required them "to 
make a Sanctuary, or Holy Place, in which He pro- 
mised to manifest His Divine Presence on solemn oc- 
casions. 

God could undoubtedly have received the adorations 
of His people in Heaven ; but as the Lord vouchsafed 
to be the KING of the Israelites, He chose to have an 
earthly palace, or Tabernacle, to which they should re- 
pair to do Him homage, byofFering the sacrifices He 
was pleased to ordain, accompanied with prayer and 

* thanksgiving. During his long abode in the mount, 
Moses received ample instructions concerning the ta- 

' bernaclc, its appurtenances, and the ceremonies which 



* See Section iv. 

tie 
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the Lord required to be observed in His worship; t>f 
which we shall give an account in a folio wing. section. . »< 

As soon as God .had finished the works of creation : 
He sanctified and blessed the seventh day, because on 
"it He rested from all his work ; and, without doubt, 
the Sabbath was observed by Seth, and all the descen- 
dants of Adam, as long as they retained the worship- . 
of the. true Gopj but long before the time of the Is- 
raelites sojourning in the wilderness, idolatry had taken - 
place, and many nations had quite set aside this insti- 
tution, and forgotten the occasion of it ; but the strict , 
observance of. the Sabbath day was enforced upon the 
Israelites, as soon as they were separated from heathen 
nations, as God's peculiar people ; and the Lord God 
appointed the keeping the Sabbath day holy at & sign. 
to distinguish them from idolaters, and as a lasting, 
token of His covenant, so that it might be considered 
a* the ground-work of all their ordinances ; and it seems 
probable from several passages in Scripture, as well as 
from the analogy of the Divine dispensations, that 'the. 
Statutes, the Ordinances, ancj the Judgments of the 
* Mosaic religion, were for the most part a restoration 
of the primitive religion after the Fall. 

As the people of Israel had so much work assigned 
them to be done with expedition, they might have ima- 
gined themselves exempted for a time . from a regular 
observance of the Sabbath ; therefore Moses was com- 
missioned to tell them expressly, that they must on no 
. pretence profane it. 

The Tables of Testimony contained the Ten Com- 
mandments ; and were, in all probability, a counter- 
part of the Testimony written by Moses. These tables 
are said to have been written with the finger of God, 
because the writing was impressed- on them by Hia im- 
mediate power, not by human instruments, 

' This 
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Thit tcction furnishes us wifh an additional proof; 
that there is in the Godhead a visible Image, who is 
to be honoured as God. It also teaches jis the great 
importance of a religious observance of the Sabbath- 
day, to those who call themselves the people of God* 

If Christians lay aside worldly pursuits, and spend 
this holy season in works of piety and charity (as the 
Lord directs) it will be regarded by Him as a sign 
that they love and honour Him ; and the inward satis- 
faction and other blessings which He will infallibly be- 
«tow on them for doing so, will be a sign that God 
loves them. Nothing will more effectually separate 
us from* wicked and profligate persons, nor more emi- 
nently recommend us to the favour of the good part of 
the world, as the servants of the living God, than a 
strict regard to the Sabbath . day. If so, ought it not 
to be our great concern, not only to employ it well 
ourselves, but to instruct the ignorant to do the same ? 
May no Christian then slight the opportunity of doing" 
so, which the institution of Sunday-schools affords. / 

END OF THE FIRST VOLUMfc. 
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